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LECTURE I. — ^Introductory Lecture. . Page 5 

Luke XX. t7, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38.— Then came to him cemiji of the Siukhi- 
cees (which deny that there is any resurrection) and they asked him, sayinj^, ffieoter, Moses wrote 
uato us, if any man's brother die,' having^ a wife, and he die without children, that his brother sbouM 
take hb wite, and raise up seed unto his brother. There were therefore seven brethren : and the 
first took a wife, and died without children. And the second took her to wife, and he died childless. 
Aiid the third took her ; and in like manner the seven also. And they left no chikiren, and died. 
JLast of all the woman died also. Therefore in the resurrection, whose wife of them is she T for 
seven had her to wife. And Jesus answering, said luuo them, The children of this world marry 
and are given in marriage : but thev which shall be accounted worthy to obtain that world, and 
the resurrection from the dead, neither marry, nor are ffiven in mamage. Neither can they die 
any more; for they are equal unto the angels, and are the children of God, being the children of 
the resurrection. Now that the dead are raised, even Moses shewed at the bush, when be ealleth 
the Lord, the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. For he is not a 

' God of the dead, but of the living : for bH Hve tmto him. 

LECTURE II.— History op Moses. 14 

Heb. XI. 94, 25, 26, 27.— By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refesed to be called the son 
of Pharaoh's dauj^hter } choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy 
(he pleasures of sin Jbr a season 3 estpeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treas- 
ures of Egypt : ibr he had respect unto the recompense of the reward. By faith he forsook Egypt, 
not fearing tne wrath of the king : for he endured as seeing him who is invisible^ 

LECTURE III.— History of Moses. 20 

ExoD. m. 13, 14.— And Moses said unto God, Behold, when 1 come unto the chikiren of Israel, and 
aliall say unto them. The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you ; and they shall say to me, 
AVhat is his name t What shall I say unto them 7 And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I 
AM : And he said. Thus sbalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you. 

LECTURE IV.— History op Moses. 25 

BxoD. VI. 9. — And Moses spake so unto the children of Israel ', but they hearktaed not luto Moses, 
for anguish of spirit, and for cruel bondage. 

LECTURE v.— History op Moses. 31 

ExoD. VI. 1.— Then the Lord said unto Moses, ^fow sbalt thou see what I will do unto Pharaoh ; 
for with a strong hand shall he let them go, and with a strong hand shall be drive them out of his 
land. 

LECTURE VI.— History op Moses. 37 

ExoD. X. 7. — And Pharaoh's servants said unto him. How long shall this man be a snare unto us ? 
Let the men go, that they may serve the Lord their God : knowest thou not yet, that Egypt is de- 
stroyed? 

LECTURE VII.— History op Moses. 44 

ExoD. XII. 1, 2, 8.— And the Lord spake unto Moses and Aaron in the land of "Eeyptf saying, This 
month shall be unto you the heginnmg of months ; it shall be the first month of the year to you. 
8peak unto all the congregation of Israel, saying. In the tenth day of this month they shall take to 
them every man a lamb, according to the house of their fathers, a lamb for an house. 

LECTURE VIIL— History op Moses. 49 

ExoD. XII. 26, S7.-r-And it shall come to pass, when 3;our children shall say unto you, What mean 
you by this service 1 That ye shall sav, It is the sacrifice of the Lord's passover, who passed over 
the houses of the children of Israel in *Egypt, when he smote the Egyptians, and delivered our 
houses. And the people bowed the head and worshipped. 

Psalm XCI. 5, 6. 7, 8.— Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night, nor fer the arrow that flieth 
by day ; nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness ; nor for the destruction that wasteth at 
noonday. A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand ; but it shall not 
come nigh thee. Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold, and see the reward of the wicked. 

LECTURE IX.— History op Moses. 56 

EsoD. Xm. 17, 18, 19, 20. 21, 22.— And it came to pass when Pharaoh had let the people eo, that 
God led them not through the way of the land of the Philistines, although that was near ', tor God 
Miid. Lest peradventure the people repent when th<»y see war, and they return to Egypt. But God 
led the people about, through the way of the wilderness of the Red Sea. And the children of 
Israel went up harnessed out of the land of Ecrypt. And Moses took the Wones of Joseph with 
him : for he had straillv sworn the children of Israel, saying. God will surely visit you; and ye 
shall carry up my bones away hence with you. And they took their journey from Succoth, and 
encamped in Eiham. in the edg-e of the wildeme«. And the Lord went before them, by day in a 
pillar of a rkiud; to lead them the way ; and bv ni^t in a pillar of fire, to give them light ; to so 
hy day and niffht. He took not away the pillai- of the ck)ud by day, nor the pillar of fire by night 
from before the people. 

LECTURE X.— History op Moses. 63 

ExoD. XrV. 21, 2S.— And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the Lord caused the sea to 
f^ back by a stronsr east wind all that nis^ht. and made the sea dry land, and the waters were di- 
vided. And the r hildren of Israel went into the midst of the sea upoQ the dry groiwd : and the 
'Uatcrs were a wall unte them oa their right hand, {md oa their M, 
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BzoD. XV. 23. 24, 25. 26, 27.— And when thet- came to Marah, they could not drink of the waters 
of Marah ; for they were bitter : therefore ttie^name of it was called Btareh. And the people mur- 
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shewed him a tree, whidi when be had cast into the waters, tha waters were mada swvet : there ha 
made for then a statute and an ordinance, and there be proved them, and said, ff thou wilt dili- 
gently hearken to the voice of the Lord thy God, and wilt do that which is right in bis sight, and 
wilt give ear to bis cMimandsMnts, and keep all bis statutes ; I will put none of these diseases 
upon thee which I have brought upon the Egyptians : for I am the Lord that haaleth thee. And 
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they encamped there by the waters. 
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ing ye shall be filled with bread : aud ye shall know &at I am the Lord your God. And it came 
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And Motes said unto them, This is the bread which the Laid hath given you to eat. 
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derness of Sin. after their journies, accmiog to the commandment of the Lord, and pitched in 
Rephidim : and there was no water for the people to drink. Wherefore the people did chide with 
Moses, and said, Give us water that we may dnok. And Moaes said unto them, Why chide you 
with me ? Wherefore do ye tempt the Lord ? And the Lord said unto Moses, Go on before the 
people, and take wilh'tbee of the elders of Israel and thy rod, wherewith thou smotest the river, 
take in thine hand, and go. Behold I will stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb : ami 
thou shalt smite the rock, and there shall come water out of it, that the people may drink. And 
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OB the top of the hill with the rod of God m mine hand. 8o Joehna did as Moaes had said to him, 
and fought with AoMdek. And Moees, Aaron and Hur went up to the top of the hill. And it came 
to pass when Moses held up bis hand, that Israel prevailed : and when he let down his hand, Amar 
lek prevailed. But Moses^ hands were heavy ; and they took a stone and put it under him, and 
he sat thereon : and Aaron and Hur suyed op his hands, the one on the one side, and the other on 
the other side : and bis hands were steady until the going down of the sun. And Joshua discom* 
fitea Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword. 

LECTURE XVI.— History op Moses. 103 

£xoD. XVIIT. 7, 8, 9, 10. 11, 12.— And Moses went out to meet bis Ihther-in-law, and did obe'isance. 
and kissed him : and they asked each other of their welfare ; and they came into the tent Ana 
Moses toM his father-in-law all that the Lord had done unto Pharaoh, and to the Egyptians for 



Israel's sake, and all the travail that had come upon them bv the wav, and how the Lord delivered 
them. And Jethro rejoiced for all the goodness which the Lord had done to Israel : whom he had 
delivered out of the hand of the Egvptians. And Jathro said, Blessed be the Leid, who hath de- 
livered you out of the hand of the Egyptians, and out of the hand of Pharaoh, who hath delivered 
the people from under the hand of the Egyptians. Now I know that the Loitl is greater than all 
gods : for, in the thing wherein they deut proudly, he was above them. And Jethro, Moses^ 
faiher-in-law, took a burut-ofiering and sacnfices for God. And Aaron caaM, and aU the elders of 
Israel to eat bread with Moses's father-in-law before God. 

LECTURE XVn.— History op Moses. 110 

£xoD. XIX. 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22.— And it came to pass on the third day in the morning, that 
there were ifaundera and lightnings, aud a thick cloud upon the moant, and the voice of the uwnpet 
exceeding kwd ; so that all the people that was in the camp trembled. And Moses brought forth 
the peop& out of the camp to meet with God, and they stood at the nether part of the mount. And 
Mount Sinai was ahoretber on a smoke, because the Lord descended upon it in fire ; and the smoke 
thereof ascended as the smoke of a fiiraace, and the whole mooat ouaked greatly. And when tha 
voice of the trumpet sounded k>ng. and waxed louder and louder, Noses spake, and God anRwered 
him by a voice. And the Lord came down upon mount Sinai, on the top of the mount : and the 
Lord callod Moses up to the top of the oiount, and Moses wem np. And the Lord said unto Moan, 
Go^wn, chaige the fMople. lest they break through unto the Lord to gaxe. and many of them 
perish. And let the priests aJso, which come near to the Lord, sanctify themselves, lest the Lord 
break forth upan them. 

LECTURE XVHL— History of Moses. 11> 

Josh. L 17.*-AfioordiM^ as we hearkened unto Moses in all things, so will we hearken unto thM 

omy the Lord thy God be with thee, as he was with Moses. 

Joss L n«— For thf law was giveo by Aloies, but grac« and truth came by Jaws Christ 
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LUKE XX. Tf, X8, 29, 30, 81, 82, 35, 51, 85, 86, 37, 88. 

Then came to him certain of the Saddacees (which deny that there is any renirrection) and they askr 
ed him, saying, Master, Moees wrote linto us, if any m^'s brother die, havioff a wife, and M di# 
without children, that his brotlier shoald take his wife, and raise tm seed onto bis brother. Thei^ 
were therefore seven brethren : and the first took a wife, and cued without chiMren. And th^ 
second took her to wife, and he died childless. And the third took her ; and in like manner tb^ 
seven also. Aixi they left no children, and died. Last of aU the woman died also. Therefore iii 
.the resurrection, whose wife of them is she ? for seven had her to wife. . And Jesus answering, sai<t 
unto theill, The children pf this world marry, and are |^en in marriage : but they which shall b^ 
accounted Worthy to obtain that world, and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry, nor ar9 
given in marriage. Neither can they die any more; for they are equal unto the an^elS, and are th» 
children of Ood; being the children of the resurrection. Now that the dead are raised,, even Mosef 
shewed at the bush, unien he calleth the Lord the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and th» 
Ck>d of Jacob. For he is not a God of the dead, but of the living : for aU live unto him. 

One of the most obyiods and natural connoiations of reason, under the los9 
bf those whom we dearly loved, and pne of the most abundant consolationfli 
furnished by religion, is the belief that our departed friends are, at their death, 
disposed of infinitely to their advantage. We weep and mourn while we re- 
flect upon the deprivation of comfort which we have sustained; but we wipe 
the tears of sorrow from our eyes, when we consider that our loss is their un- 
speakable gain* " Rachel weeping for her children," refuses to be comibrt- 
^ so long as she thinks ** they are not ;" but her soul is tranquillized and 
bomforted when her eyes, in faith, look within the veih and behold them sofUyr 
and securely deposing in the bosom of their Father and God. It is an hum- 
bling add a mortifying employment to visit churchyards, to step from grave t6 
Gve, to recal the memory while we trample upon the ashes of the young, the 
LUtifnl, the wise and tho good ; but we find immediate relief, we ride int6 
jay, we tread among the stars, when aided by religion, we transport ourselves 
in thoiight to those blessed regions where all the faithful live, and reign, and 
rejoice ; where ** they that be wise shitie as the brightness of the firmament, 
and they that turn many to rightj^usness as the stars forever and ever."* 
Distance is then swallowed up and lost, and we mingle in the noble employ- 
ments and pure delights of the blessed immortals who encircle the throne of 

It is astonishing to think, that there should have been men disposed willing- 
ly to deprive themselves of this glorious source of comfort ; men ready to re- 
sign the high prerogative of their birthright^ and by a. species of j^umility 
itrange and unnatural, spontaneously degrading themselves to the level of thc^ 
brates that perish. And yet there have been in truth such men in every agt/ 
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6 BStRODUCTORY LECTURE. Lect. I. 

Bat it is no wonder to find those who satisfy themselves with the pursuits and 
enjoyments of a mere beastly nature while they Ihre, contented to lie down 
with the beasts in death, to arise no more. They first make it iheir interest 
that there should be no hereafter, and then they fondly persuade themselves 
that there shall be none. 

Error of every kind, both in faith and morals, prevailed in the extreme, at 
the period when, and in the country where, the Saviour of the world appeared 
for our redemption. The nation of the Jews was divided, in respect of moral 
and religious sentiment, into two great sects or parties, who both pretended to 
found their opinions upon the authority of the inspired books, which were 
held in universal estimation among them ; and particularly the writings of 
Moses. But they drew conclusions directly opposite from the same facts and 
doctrines ; and both deviated, in the grossest manner, from the spirit and de- 
sign of that precious record which they both afiected to hold in the highest 
veneration. 

The Pharisees, earnestly contending for the strict observance of the law, 
^nfined their attention to its minuter and less important objects, and paid 
** the tithe of mint, and anise and cummin," but omitted ** the weightier mat- 
ters of the law, judgment, mercy and faith :" and, raising oral tradition to 
the rank and dignity of scripture, found a pretence for dispensing with the 
plainest and most essential obligations of morality, when these contradicted 
their interests and opinions. Heinously offended at the neglect of washing of 
hands previous to eating, they were wicked enough to establish, by a law of 
their own^ neglect of, unkindness and disobedience to parents ; thus, accord- 
idg to the just censure which our Lord passed upon them, *' straining out a 
gnat, and swallowing a camel." 

The Sadducees, on the other hand, the strong spirits of the age, disdaining 
the restraints imposed on mankind by a written law, thought fit to become a 
law unto themselves. They lefl the austerities of a strict religion and moral- 
ity to vulgar minds ; and that they might procure peace to themselves in the 
enjoyment of those sinful pleasures to which they were addicted, they denied 
the existence of spirit, the immortality of the soul, and a future state of retri- 
bution. They alleged that the law was silent on those points, and that this 
silence was a sufficient reason for rejecting the belief of them. They went 
farther, and contended, that were such doctrines contained in the law, they 
ought not to be admitted, because they implied a contradiction, or at least in- 
volved such a number of difficulties as it was impossible satisfactorily to solve. 
The chief of those difficulties they propose to our blessed Saviour in the passage 
which I have read ; and they do this, not in the spirit of docility and diffidence 
to have it removed, but in the pi^de of their hearts, vainly taking for granted 
that it was insurmountable. 

My principal intention in leading your thoughts to this subject at this time 
is the occasion which it afforded to the great Teacher who came from God, of 
discoursing on a theme nearly connected with the design of these Lectures ; 
and of disclosing to us sundry important particulars, respecting the venerable 
men whose lives we have been studying, and those which we are still to exam- 
ine ; and respecting that world in which we, together with them, have a con- 
cern so deeply, because eternally, ipteresting. To these we shall be led by 
making a few cursory remarks on the preceding conversation which took 
place between Christ and the Sadducees. And this shall serve as an Intro- , 
duction to the farther continuation of a Course of Lectures on the history of 
the memorable persons and events presented to us in the holy scriptures of 
both the Old and New Testaments. 

The Sadducees insidiously begin their attack by professing the highest re- 
spect for the authority of Moses and of his writings : <« Master, Moses wrote 
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IeoT. I* INTRODUCTCAT LECTURE. 7 

QBto US.'* The roost pernicioiis designe, the most malefolent purpoees, are fre* 
qoently fbaBd ta clothe themsehres in smiles ; often while mischief lies breod* 
ing in men's hearts, ^* their words are smoother than <h1." Tiie father of lies 
himself can have recourse to trath if it be Kkely to serve hie tarn ; and the 
enemy of all goodness will condescend to qaote that scripture which he bates, 
if it can help him to an argument Ibr the occasion. With this affected de- 
ference for Moses, the Sad^ucees are aiming at the total subversion of every 
moral and religious principle, by weakening one of the strongest motives to 
virtue, and undermining the surest foundation of hope and joy to man. They 
allege, that obedience to the law might eventually lead to much confusion and dis* 
order : and they suppose a situation, for none such ever 'existed, in which 
compliance with the revealed wiU of Qod in this world would in&llibly lead 
to discord and distress in that which is to come. In this we have an example 
of a very common case ; that of men straining their eyes to contemplate ob- 
jects at a great distance, or totally out of sight, and wilfully neglecting or 
overlooking those which are immediately before them : troubling themselves 
about eflfects and consequences of which they are ignorant, and over which 
they have no power, while they are regardless of obvious truth and command- 
ed duty, though these are their immediate business and concern. The Sad- 
ducees in order to cloak their licentiousness and infidelity, affect solicitude 
about the regularity and peace of a future state, which in words they denied, 
if they did not from the heart disbelieve. 

I make but one remark more before I proceed to our Lord's reply. Eager- 
ness and anxiety to bring forward and to establish an opinion, betray an 
inward doubt or disbelief of it. — ^Truth is not ever proclaiming itself from 
the house tops, is not forward to obtrude itself upon every occasion, but is 
satisfied with maintaining and defending itself when assaulted ; but falsehood 
is eternally striving to conceal or strengthen its conscious weakness by a 
parade of words, and a shew of reason. The zeal of the Saddacees to ex- 
pkxle and run down the doctrine of the resurrection, plainly betrays a secret 
dread and belief of it. 

Our Lord, in his answer, points out directly the source of all error and infi- 
delity, ** ye do err, not knowing the scriptures, and the power of God." Not 
knowing the scriptures, ye suppose a doctrine is not in them, because ye have 
not found it there : because ye have wilfully shut your own eyes, ye vainly im- 
agine there is no light in the sun ; and take upon you to affirm there is none. 
Not knowing the power of God, you call that impossible which you cannot do, 
deem that absurd which you do not comprehend, and pronounce that false 
which you wish to be so. The whole force of the objpction to the truth of 
the resurrection, goes upon the supposition, that the future world is to be ex- 
actly constituted as the present ; that the relations and distinctions which sub- 
sist among men upon earth, are to subsist in the kingdom of heaven. But 
the supposition is founded in ignorance and falsehood ; and, the fiioment it is 
denied, the mighty argument built upon it fklls to the ground. " In the resur- 
rection," says Christ, '* they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are 
as the angels of God in heaven." 

In these words, the condition of men in the world to come, is described, 
first, negatively, ** they neither marry, nor are given in marriage." The pow- 
er which created the heavens and the earth, and all the host of them, might 
undoubtedly, had it pleased him, have created the whole human race at once, 
as easily as he formed the first of men, Adam, and as easily as he rears up one 
generation of men after another, in the course of his providence. But, think- 
ing it meet to people the earth by multiplying mankind gradually upon it, dif- 
ference of sex, and the institution of marriage, were the means which he was 
pleased to employ. In the resurrection, the number of the redeemed being 
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8 imtODUCTOBt liXTURB. htCTi fc 

eomplete at onee, that diflference, and that- institutioD, being niineeessary^ 
ahaU be done away. Our Saviour adds, *' neither can they die any more.'* 
I>eath, too, enters into the plan of Providence ibr the government of this 
world. Men must be removed, to make room for men. But because this 
sphere is narrow and contracted, and unable to contain and. support the in*^ 
creasing multitudes of many generations, is the Lord's hand shortened, that 
he cannot expajid a more spacious firmament, and compact a more spaciousf 
globe, to contain, at once, the countless nations of them that are saved t O 
how greatly do men err ; not knowing the power of God ! Death is i^o part 
of the plan of Providence for the government of that world of bliss. In our 
Father's house above there are many mansions ; there is bread enough, and 
to spare ; there is room for all, provision for all : the father need not to die, tb 
give space to the son, nor the mother to spare, that the child may have enough* 
For they are *< as the angels of God," says our Lord, according to Matthew, 
*' equal to the angels,'' says our evangelist, *' and are the children of God." 

This describes their happiness positively. Men on ei^ '* see in a glass 
4arkly ; know in part, prophesy in part," are encompassed with infirmity ^ 
but the *' angels in heaven" excel in strength, stand before the throne of God, 
serve him day and night in his temple, without wearying, see face to face, 
^ know as they are known." Their number is completed, their intercourse is 
pure and perfect, without the m^ans of increase, and union which exi^t here 
below. 

Having thus reproved their ignorance and presumption, respecting the 
« power of God," our Lord pro<^eds to expose their ignorance respecting* 
'^ the scriptures," and produces a passage fi'om Moses, in whom they trusted, 
which they had hitherto overlooked or misunderstood, wherein the doctrine in 
dispute was clearly laid down ; and which we had principally in view in lead- 
ing your attention to this passage on the present occasion. 

The passage quoted, is that noted declaration of God to Moses, from the 
midst of the burning bush, *' I am the God of thy father, the God of Abra- 
ham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob."* That God should have con- 
descended to hold this language concerning Enoch, ** who was translated that 
he should not see death," had been less wonderful ; for that holy man, who 
walked with God upon earth, was exalted immediately to a more intimate 
union with God in Heaven. But to speak thus of men who were long ago 
mouldered into dust, of whom nothing remained among men but their names, 
conveys an idea of human existence, before which the liye of a Methuselah 
dwindles into nothing, an idea which swalbws up mortality, and gives a dig- 
nity and a duration to ipan that bids defiance to the grave. That God should 
say to Abraham, while he lived, «« I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great 
reward,"t was a miracle of grace and condescension ; but to q>eak thus, more 
than three centuries afler he had been consigned to the tomb, *Vl am the Goe^ 
of Abraham," this exhibits a relation betneen God and the faithful, which 
perfectly reconciles the mind to the thoughts of dissolution. Indeed it is im- 
possible to conceive any thing more elevating, any thing more tranquillizing to 
the soul, than the view of future bliss with which the text presents U9. Andi 
this tranquillity and elevation are greatly heightened by the consideration, that 
Jehovah from the midst of flaming fire, under the Old Testament dispensation, 
and Jehovah, in the person of the great Redeemer, under the New, taught, 
the same glorious truth to the world. And what is it 1 ** I am the God of 
Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." 

When God was pleased to express his favourable regard to Abf aham upon^ 
earth, what did it amount to 1 He led him through a particular district of 
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laad, jn the leigth and the breadth of k, aad said <* I wffl g^e it diee." But 
Alnrabam now expatiates tbfoagh a more ample region, and cootemplates a 
fairer inheritance, an inheritance his own, not in hope, bm in possession. 
Abraham, thoogh ibilowing the leading of the Divine Providence, saw the 
Redeemer's day only afar off: but, in virtue of his relation to God, he has 
now beheld the dawning of the morning expanded into the pure light of the 
perfect day. He once felt the events which affected his (amily, with the emo- 
tion natural to a man ; he has since beheld them extending their influence to 
nations which he thought not of; and he now looks forward in holy rapture te 
that period when he, and his Isaac, and an earthly Canaan, and every thing 
of a temporal and transitory nature, shall bring their glory and their honour, 
and lay aU at the feet of ** Him, who sitteth upon the throng and before the 
Lamb." 

From Abraham tde are removed to a distance of time and place^ in which 
thought is lost, and we seem to have no more interest in him than if he had 
never existed. But the doctrine of the text brings us so close te him, that 
we recognise the fViend*of God, in the midst of myriads of saints in glory ^ 
we converse with him, and continue to be instructed by him. 

The dust of Abraham sleeps unnoticed and forgotten in the cave of Macln 
pelah ; but lifl up thine eyes and behold Abraham on high, and Lazarus in hi9 
bosom; bis spirit united to God ''the Father of spirits,*' and to aU ''the 
spirits of just men made perfect." '* And even that dust" also " rests iia 
hope :" It shall not i^ways be left in the (^aee of the dead ; it shall not re- 
main forever a prey to corruption. Abraham purchased a tomb, and buried 
his Sarah out of his sight ; but be has overtaken, regained her, in the regions of 
ieternal day, where virtuoas and believing friends meet, never more lo be di»- 
j6ined. Abraham received his Isaac from the wonder-working hand of 
Heaven, when nature was dead to hope ; at the command of God he cheer- 
lully surrendered him again, and devoted him upon the altar : again he re* 
ceives him to newness of life, and that darling son lives to put his hand upon 
his eyes. But they were not long disunited ; the son has overtaken the pa- 
rents : they rejoice in God, and in one another ; they are the children and 
heirs of the resurrection ; " they are as the angels of God in heaven." 

" I am the God of Isaac." This Isaac the heir of Abraham's possessions^ 
of his faith, and of his virtues, was cm earth united to the God of the spirits 
of all flesh, by many tender and important relations : by piety, by filial confi* 
deuce, by goodness, by patience and submission, on his part ; by election, by 
special favour, by highness of destination, on the part of his heavenly Father* 
Yet these distinguished advantages exempted him not from the stroke of a^ 
flictioD. Many years did this heir of the promises, this chosen seed, " ia 
whom all the families of the earth should be blessed," many years did he go 
childless. Early in life was he visited with the loss of sight, and thereby ex^ 
posed to much mortification and dejection of spirit. Children are at length 
given him, and they prove the torment of his life ; they excite a war betwixt 
nature and grace in his own breast ; discord and jealousy arm them against 
each other ; he is in danger of " losing them both in one day." The one 
must be banished from his fitther's house, the other mingles with idolaters^ 
behold a wretched, blind old man, a prey to " grief of heart." But these 
things, on the other hand, dissolved not, interrupted not his covenant relation 
to God : they served but to cement and strengthen the divine friendship : and 
death which, to human apprehension, separates every connexion, and indeed 
tears asunder every mortal tie, only brought him into a clearer light, and to 
intercourse and intimacy, which can never expire. 

" I am the God of Jacob." In all the wanderings, in all the dangers, iti 
all the distresses of this patriarch ; in all his aucctsses^ all bis acquisitions, 
Vol. m, > 
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«Ii his jojrs, we discover the rehttion of God to him, expressed in these words; 
and we behold the presence of God with him whithersoever he went, con- 
stantly reliering the wretchedness of one state ; dignifying and supporting the 
felicity of the other. This gare him security from the violence of an in- 
censed brother ; this cheered the solitude of Luz, and turned it into a Bethel ; 
by this the slumbers of a head reposed on a pillow of stone were made re- 
freshing and instructive ; this repressed and overbalanced the rapacity of La- 
ban ; this supported and sanctified the loss of Joseph : this sweet^iod the 
descent into Egypt, and dissipated the gloom of death ; by this, though • dead, 
he exists, though silent, he speaketh, *^ absent from the body he is present 
with the liord ;" the moment of his departure is on the wing to overtake that 
of his redemption from the power of the grave. Before God, the distance 
shrinks into nothing. That word, that one little word, I AM, unites the era 
of nature's birth with that of its dissolution, it joins eternity to eternity, ^* and 
swallows up death in victory.'* 

The same gracious declaration applies, with equal troth and justice, to every 
son and daughter ^* of faithful Abraham," to every ^'Israelite indeed." We 
speak of departed friends in the past time, we ** cannot but remember suck 
things wtre ; and were most dear to us ;" but it is the glorious prerogative of 
Jehovah to employ eternally the present in describing his own essence, and 
his covenant relation to his people : *'I AM THAT i AM." '' 1 AM the 
God of thy father," of thy buried, thy lamented brother, friend, lover, child. 
And to us also is the word of this consolation sent, ** Fear not, for I am with 
thee, be not diamayed, I am thy God." '* Thus saith the Lord, that created 
thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel : Fear not : for I have re- 
deemed thee, I have called thee by name, thou art mine. When thou passest 
through the waters, 1 will be with thee, and through the rivers, they shall nol 
overflow thee ; when thou wafkest throogh the fire thou shalt not be liurnt ; 
neither shall the flame kindle upon thee. For 1 am the Lord thy God, the 
Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour." Believing and resting upbn this sure 
foundation, the christian triumphs m the prospect of <* departing and being 
with Christ :" he smiles at the threatening looks of the king of terrors, exults 
and 8ings '* with the sweet singer of Israel," ^* yea, though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil : for thou art with me, thy 
rod, and thy staff, they comfort me. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow 
me all the days of my life , and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for- 
ever :"* and triumphs with the enraptured apostle of the Gentiles, <* O death, 
where is thy sting ; O grave, where is thy victory t Thanks be to God who 
giveth us the victory through our. Lord Jesus Christ."t 

It is a transporting reflection, that the fond wishes and desires of the human 
heart are warranted, encouraged and supported by the revelation of God : that 
the Jife and immortality which we naturally pant after, are brought to light by 
the gospel. It is pleasant to find wise and good men, guided only by the 
light of reason, and the honest propensities of nature, cherishing that very 
belief, cleaving to that very hope, which the text inspires. Cicero, in his 
beautiful treatise on old age, while he relates the sentiments of others, sweet- 
ly delivers his own on this subject. The elder Cyrus according to Xenophon, 
thus addressed his sons before his death : ** IK> hot imagine, O my dear chil- 
dren, that when I leave you, I cease to exist. For even while I was yet with 
you, my spirit you could not discern ; but that it animated this body you were 
fully assured by the actions which I performed. Be assured it will continue 
the same, thoi^ still you see it not. The gfory of illustrious men would 
link with them into the grave, were not tbeir surviving spirits capable of ex- 
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ertioD, and eoneeraad k> rescue their namef from oblivion. I eaa never suffer 
mjself to be persuaded, that the man Jives only while he is in the body, and 
dies when it n dissolf ed ; or that the soul loses all intelligence on being sepa- 
rated from an nnintelligent lump of clay; bnt rather that, on being liberated 
from all mixtare with Ixxly, pure and entire, it enters upon its true intelle^u- 
al existence. At death, any one may discover what becomes of the material 
part of our frame : all sinks inio that from which it arose, every thing is re- 
solved into its first principle ; the soul alone is apparent neither while it is 
with us, nor when it departs. What so much resembles death as sleep t 
Now the powers of the mind, in sleep, loudly proclaim their own divinity ; 
free and unfettered, the soul plunges into futurity, ascends its native sky. 
Hence we may conclude how enlarged those powers, will be, when undepress- 
ed, unrestrained by the chains of &sh. Since these things are so, consider 
and reverence me as a tutelary deity. But, granting that the mind were to 
expire with the body, nevertheless, out of reverence to the immortal gods, who 
support and direct this fair fabric of nature, piously, affectionately cherish the 
memory of your affectionate father." The great Roman orator puu these 
words into the mouth of Cato, in addressing his young friends Scipio and 
Lelins. ** Those excellent men, your fathers, who were so dear to me in life, 
I consider as still alive : and indeed, as now enjoying a state of being which 
aJone deserves to be dignified with the name of life. For as long as we are 
shut up in thb dungeon of sense, we have to toil through the painful and ne- 
cessary drudgery of life, and to accomplish the laborious task of an hireling. 
The celestial spirit is, as it were, depressed, degraded from its native seat, and 
plunged into the mire of this world, a state repugnant to its divine nature and 
eternal duration." And again, *' Nobody shall ever persuade me, Scipio, 
that your frither Paullas, and your two grandfathers, Paullus and Africanus, 
and m\nj other eminent men whom it is unnecessary to mention, would have at- 
tempted and achieved so many splendid actions, which were to extend their influ- 
ence to posterity, had they not dearly discerned that they had interest in, and 
a connexion with the ages of futurity, and with generations yet unborn. Can 
you imagine, that I may talk a little of myself, after the manner of old men, 
can you imagine, that I would have submitted to so many painful toils, by 
night and by day, in the forum, in the senate, in the field, had I apprehended 
that my existence, and my reputation, were to terminate with my life ? Were 
this the case, would it not have been much better to doze away in indolence 
an insignificant and useless life ? But I do not know how the soul incessant- 
ly exerting its native vigour, still sprung eagerly forward into ages yet to 
come, and seized them as its own. 

*' I feel myself transported with delight at the thought of again seeing and 
joining your fathers, whom on earth I highly respected and dearly loved ; and, 
borne on the wings of hope and desire, I am speeding my flight to mingle in 
the honoured society, not of those only whom on earth I knew, and with 
whom I have conversed ; but of those also of whom I have heard and read, 
and the history of whose lives, I myself have written, for the instruction of 
mankind. I have the consolation of reflecting, that I have not lived wholly in 
vain : and I quit my station in life without regret, as the wayfaring man, 
whose face is towards home, bids farewell to the inn where he had stopped for 
a little refireshment on his way. O glorious day, when I shall be admitted 
into the divine assembly of the wise and good ! When I shall make an eternal 
escape firom this sink of corruption, and the din of folly ! When, amidst the 
happy throng of the immortals, I shall find thee also, my son, my Cato, best, 
most amiable of men ! On thy ashes, I bestowed the honours of the tomb. 
Ah ! why did not mine rather receive them from thy hand ! But your spirit, 
I know it, has never forsaken me ; but, casting back many a longing, linger- 
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ing look to your afBicted father, has removed to that region of pority and 
peace, whither you were confident I should shortly follow you. And I feel, I 
ieel our separation cannot be of long continuance. 

'* If, indulging myself tn this fond hope, my young friends, I am under the 
power of delusion, it is a sweet, it is an innocent delunon. I will hold it fast 
and never let it go, while I live. I despise the sneer of the witling, who 
would attempt to laugh me out of my immortality. Suppose htm in the right, 
and myself under a mistake, he shall not have the power to insult me, nor 
«hall I have the mortification of feeling his scorn, when we are both gone to 
the land of everlasting forgetfulness.'* 

How pleasing the thought, my dear christian friends, I again repeat it, how 
pleasing the thought, that the honest propensities of nature, the fairest con- 
clusions of unassisted reason, and the most ardent breathings of truth and 
Tirtue, are here in unison with the clearest and most explicit declarations of 
the holy scriptures ! 

But the sacred Dove soars into a region which nature and reason could 
never have explored. Revelation, to the immortality of the soul, has added 
the resurrection of the body. And *' wherefore should it be thought a 
thing incredible that God should raise the dead V* The Spirit says to ** these 
dry bones. Live." «* We believe that Jesus died and rose again." What a 
sure ground of hope, that *' them also who sleep in Jesus, God will bring with 
him !" Delightful reflection ! Who would be so unjust to God, and so unkind 
to himself, as to part with it T How it smooths the rugged path of life, how it 
tempers the bitterness of affliction, how it dissipates the horrors of the grave ! 
One child sleeps in the dust, the diameter of the globe separates me from 
another, but the word of life, '' I AM the God of thy seed," rescues that one 
from corruption, and puts the other in my embrace. Time dwindles into a 
point, the earth melts away, *' the trumpet sounds," *^ the dead arise incor- 
ruptible." Behold all things are made new ! '* New heavens and a new earth» 
v^herein dwelleth righteousness." ^' Arise, let us go hence," and '* sit dows^ 
with Abrabami Isaac and Jacobs in the kingdom of God." 
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LECTURE !!• 

HEBREWS XI. 24, 26, 26, 27. 

^y fiuth Mo669, when be was come to years, refused to be called the soo of Pharaoh's daughter; 
choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the pleasures of sin ibr a 
aeason ; estf^eming the reproach of Christ mater riches than the treasures or E^'pt : for be bad 
respect unto the recompense of the reward. By faith be IbrBook Egypt, not fearing the wrath oT 
the king : for he endured as seeing him who is mvisible. 

The history of mankind contains many a lamentable detail of the sad re- 
Terses to which human afiairs are liable ; of the affluent, by unforeseen, una- 
voidable calamity, tumbled into indigence : of greatness in eclipse ; of the 
mighty fallen : of princes dethron^, banished, put to death. In some 
instances of this sort, we see the unhappy sufferers making a virtue of nece»> 
eity, and bearing their misfortunes with a certain degree of patience and mag- 
nanimity ; but in genera], sudden and great distress either sours or depresses 
the spirit, and men submit to the will of Providence with so ill a grace, that 
it is evident they are not under the power of religion, and that they flee not 
for consolation to the prospects of immortality. 

We are this evening to contemplate one of those rare examples of true 
greatness of mind, which made a voluntary sacrifice of the most enviable sitr 
nation, and the most flattering prospects, which human life admits of; and 
that at an age when the heart is most devoted to the pursuit of pleasure, most 
susceptible of the allurements of ambition. It is the singular instance of 
Hoses, the prophet and legislator of Israel, who, brought up from infancy in 
a coart, instructed in all the learning of the Egyptians, treated as the heir 
of empire, and encouraged to aspire to all that the heart naturally covets, and 
that Providence bestows, on the most favoured of mankind ; at the age of 
forty cheerfully resigned all these advantages, and preferred the life of a slave 
with his brethren, and of a shepherd in the land of Midian, among strangers, to 
all the luxury and splendour beloAging to the son of Pharaoh's daughter, to 
all the dazzling hopes of royalty or of power next to majesty. 

Scripture, in its own admirable concise method, dispatches the history of 
this great man's life, from his infancy to his fortieth year, in a few short words, 
namely, '* and Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egytians, and was 
mighty in words and in deeds :"* as not deeming information concerning at- 
tainments in human science, or feats of martial prowess, worthy of the knowl-> 
edge of posterity, compared to the triumphs of his faith, the generous working 
of bis pubUc spirit, and the noUe ardour of fervent piety. 

'''ActSYilJRi 
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Phik> and Josephm, Ik>weTer, and other Jewish writers, have taken upon 
them to till up this interval of time, by a fancifol, fabuloaSy unsupported ac- 
count of the earlier years of Moses ; which we should perhi^ be disposed, 
in part, to retail for your amusement, if not for your instruction, had not the 
Spirit of God supplied us with well authenticated memoirs of a more advanc- 
ed period of his lite* In the perusal of which, with serious meditation upon 
them, we shall, I trust, find pleasure and profit ISlended together. 

Taking inspiration then for our guide, we divide the history of Moses into 
three periods of equal duration in respect of time, namely, of forty years 
each ; but very different in respect of situation, notoriety and importance* 
The first, and of which the Bible is silent, or speaks but a single word, pre-^ 
, Bents him to us a student in the schools of the Egyptian Magi^ one among the 
princes in the court of Pharaoh, a poet, an orator, a statesman, a general, or 
whatever else imagination pleases to make him* The second, exhibits aa 
humble shepherd, tending the flocks of Jethro his father-in-law, and fulfilling 
the duties and exemplifying the virtues of the private citizen. In the third,, 
tve attend the footsteps of the saviour of his nation, the leader and commander,, 
the lawgiver and judge of the Israel of God : under whom the chosen race was> 
conducted from Egyptian oppression, to the possession of the land promised 
to Abraham and to his seed ; the instrument chosen, raised up and employed^ 
of the Divine Providence, to execute the piuposes of the Almighty, in. a case 
which afii'cted the general interests, ^iritoal and everlasting, of all mankind. 

It is of the second of these periods we are now to treat ; and though our 
materials be small and few, if we be so happy as to make a proper use of 
them, we shall find that, by the blessing of God, our labour has not been in> 
vain. 

In Moses, then, in the very prime and vigour of his life, we see a mind uncor- 
rupted by the maxims and manners of an impious, tyrannical, idolatrous court ; a. 
mind not intoxicated by royal favour, not seduced by the allurements of ambition,, 
not deadened by the uninterrtipted possession of prosperity, to the impressions- 
of humanity and compassion. And what preserred him t He believed in 
God. The mind's eye was fixed on Him who is invisible to the eye of sense. 
And what is the wisdom of Egypt compared to this ? It was a land of astron* 
omers, a land of warriors, a land of artists ; and the improvement which Moses 
made in every liberal art and science, we may well suppose was equal to any, 
the first, of the age and nation in which he lived. But a principle infinitely 
anperior to every thing human, a principle not taught in the schools of the 
j^iloaophers, a principle which carries the soul where it resides, beyond the 
limits of this little world, inspired high thoughts, dictated a noble, manly, 
generous conduct. 

And first it taught him to despise and to reject empty, unavailing; worldly 
honours. '< By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called 
the son of Pharaoh's daughter."* Ordinary spirits value themselves on rank 
and distinction. Ordinary men, raised unexpectedly to eminence, strive to 
eonceal and to forget the meanness of their extraction ; but Moses would rather 
pass for the son of a poor, oppressed Israelite, than for the adopted son and 
henr of the oppressing tyrant's daugliter. Putting religion out of the question, 
true magnanimity will seek to derive consequence fi^m itself, not from paren- 
tage or any other adventitious circumstance ; will not consider itself as en- 
nobled by what it could have no power over, nor debased by what has in its 
*own nature no shame. To be either vain of one's ancestry, or ashamed of it, 
is equally the mark of a grovelling spurit. ^Art thou highly descended, my 
friend ? Let high birth inspire high, that is, ivorthy, generous sentiments.^ 
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Beirtfe of di^gndog vapiitable descent, bj sordid, volgar/ f ieioos behanoiir. 
Hast tboo DOlhiBg lo boast of in respeet of pedigree t Strife to lay the foaa- 
dation of tbine own ability : convince the fools of the world, that goodness is 
true greatness ; that a catalogne of Hving virtues is much more honourable 
than a long list of departed ■names. Know ye not, that faith makes every one, 
who lives by it more than the son of a king t For the son of a king may be 
m fool or a proiigate; but faith makes its possessor a son of Qod, that is, a 
wise and a good man ; and by it, Moses was more noble in the wilderness of 
Sinai, than in the imperial court of Pharaoh. 

As this divine instructer taught him to undervalue and to refuse empty hon- 
oors, so it inspired him with ipity to his afflicted brethren. <* And it came to 
pass in those days, when Moses was grown, that he went out unto his breth- 
ren, and looked on their burdens : and he spied an Egyptian smiting an He- 
brew, one of his brethren."* Ease and affluence generally harden the heart. 
If it be well with the selfish man himself, he little cares what others endure. 
But religion teaches another lesson : <* Love to Qod whom we have not seen,** 
will always be productive of ** love to men whom we have seen.'' From the 
root of faith many kindred stems spring up ; and all bring forth firuit There, j 
uriees the stately plant of heavenly miinledness, producing the golden apples / 
of self government, self denial, and contempt of the world ; and close by its 
fiide, and sheltered by its branches, gentle sympathy eipands its blossoms and 
breathes its perfumes ; consolation to the afflicted, add relief to the miserable. 

The iMTOgress of compassion, in Moses, is described with wonderful delicar 
ey and judgment First, he foregoes the pleasures of a court. Unable to 
velish a solitary, selfish gratification, while he rejected that his nearest and 
dearest relations were eating the bread and drinking the water of affliction, he 
goes out to look upon their misery, and tries by kind looks and words of love, 
to soothe their woes. Unable to alleviate, much less to remove their anguish, 
he is determined at least to be a. partaker of it; and since he cannot raise 
ahem to the enjoyment of his liberty and ease, he voluntarily takes a share of 
their bondage and oppression. There is something wonderfully pleasing to a 
iwul in trouble, to see one who might have shunned it, and have turned away 
firom the sufferer, out of pure love drinking from the same bitter cup, and sub- 
mitting to the same calamity. At length an honest zeal breaks fi>rth, and 
overleaps the bounds of patience and discretion. Seeing a brutal Egyptian 
«miting an Hebrew, incapable of suppressing his indignation, he assaults the 
oppressor, and puts him to death. *' Moses was meek above all the men of the 
earth.'' But '* surely oppression maketh a wise man mad." This we allege 
as an apdogy for the ccmduct of Moses, not a vindication of it; for we pre- 
tend not to say it was in all respects justifiable. But it is one of those singu- 
lar cases to which common rules will not apply. 

The day after, he had the mortification of seeing two Hebrews striving 
together. Unhappy men I as if they had not enemies enough in their com- 
nioa cruel taskmasters ; as if condemnation to labour in making bricks with- 
out some of the necessary materials, could not find employment for their most 
vigorous efforts ; as if an edict to destroy all their male children firom their 
birth, had not been sufficient to fill up the measure of their woe ; they pour 
hatred and strife into the bowl, already surcharged with wormwood and gall. 
Wretched sons of men ! eternally arraigning the wisdom and goodness of 
Providence ; eternally complaining of the hardships of their lot ; and eternal- 
ly swelling the catalogue of their miseries, by their own perverseness and fol- 
ly : adding vinegar to nitre, and then wondering how their distresses came to 
be so great ! Moses reproved the offending Egyptian by a blow, and a pnorlal 
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one ; he tries to gain an oSl^ding brother by meekness and gentleness ; h# 
makes reason and humanity speak ; but they speak in vain; for the sam« 
spirit that leads men to commit cruelty or injustice, leads them also to vindi- 
cate and support their ill conduct ^' And he said to him that did the wrong. 
Wherefore smitest thou thy fellow t And he said, Who made thee a prince 
and a judge over us ; intendest thou to kill me, as thou killedst the Egyp^ 
tian ?''* From this, Moses discovered that the rash action which he had com* 
roitted the day before, was publicly known and talked of, and might prove far 
tal to him, unless he instantly fled from the danger. The affair had reached 
the ears of Pharaoh, who, it would appear, wanted only a decent pretence to 
rid himself of a man of whom all Egypt was jealous. He hurries away there- 
fore out of the territories of the king of Egypt, into that part of Arabia which 
is called Petrea, from its mountainous or rocky aspect ; and by a singular con- 
currence of providential circumstances, is stopped at a city of that country 
called Midian, and is induced to remain there for many years. 

There lived in this city a person of distinguished rank and station ; but 
whether possessed of a sacred or civil character, the ambiguity of the term in 
the holy language permits us not to determine ; and the scripture leaves us to- 
tally uncertain whether he were a priest or a prince of Midian. But we are 
left in no doubt respecting his moral and intellectual qualifications ; and we 
shall have no reason to be displeased at finding the history of Moses blended 
with that of so sensible and so good a man as Jethro, or Raguel, turns out to 
be. Whatever his dignity was, the sacerdotal or royal, we find his daughters 
trained up in all the simplicity of those early times ; following the humble, 
harmless profession of shepherdesses. Wise is that father, kind and just to 
his children, who, whatever his station, possessions or prospects may be, brings 
up his sons and his daughters to sDme virtuous and useful employment ; for 
idleness is not more odious, dishonourable and contemptible, than it is inimi- 
cal to happiness, and irreconcileable to inwar.d peace. 

Moses, being arrived in the neighbourhood of Midian, weary and faint with 
a long journey, through a barren and unhospitable country, sits down by a weU 
of water to rest and refresh himself. And, as a good man's footsteps are all 
ordered of the Lord, Providence sends him thither just at the moment, to 
succour the daughters of Raguel from the violence of some of their neigh- 
bours. In those countries, the precious fluid bestowed upon us in such 
boundless profusion, being dispensed as it were in drops, became an object of 
desire and a ground of contention. The daughters of Jethro, sensible of 
their inferiority in point of strength, endeavour to supply it by diligence and 
address. They arrive at the well before their rival shepherds, and are prepar- 
ing with all possible dispatch to water their flocks, when behold they are over- 
taken by these brutals, who rudely drive them and their flocks away and cru- 
elly attempt to convert the fruits of their labour to their own use. Moses 
possessing at once sensibility, courage and force, takes part with the injured, 
and afibrds them efiectiial support against their oppressors. An helpless, timid 
female, assaulted and insulted, is an object of peculiar concern to a brave and 
generous spirit; and for this reason, courage and intrepidity are qualities in 
men, held in great and just estimation by the female sex. 

If the heroic behaviour of Moses merit approbation and respect, the modest 
reserve of the virgin daughters of Raguel is equally amiable and praiseworthy. 
It does not appear that they solicited protection, but modestly received it ; 
they look their thanks rather than utter them ; and they deem it more suitable 
to their sex and character to appear ungrateful to a generous stranger, than to 
^fiend him by forwardness and indelicacy. They hasten home to their 
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fatheft who, 8Ufprised4§t the earliness of their retuni» inquires into the caoM 
of it Happy, I doubt not, to celebrate the praises of a man whose appear- 
ance and behHf iour must have made a deep impression upon them, they relate 
tlie adventure of the morning ; and Raguel, struck with the magnanimity, 
gallantry and ^irit of this stranger's coniluct, eagerly inquires after him, 
iKnds to find him out, invites him to his bouse aind table, and endeavours to 
express that gratitude^ which the young women could not, by every efibrt of 
kindness and hospitality. 

Minds so well assorted as those of Moses anci Jethro, and attracted to each 
other by mutual acts of beneficence. Would easily assimilate and unite in 
friendship. And the pleasing recollection of protection given and received, 
natural sensibility of a female mind to personal accomplishments, but more 
especially to generosity and courage, on the one hand ; and the irresistible 
charm of feminine beauty and modesty to a manly heart, on the other, would 
apeedily and insensibly, between Moses, and some one of the priest of Midiaa's 
&ir daughters, ripen into love. What follows, therefore, is ail in the course 
of honest nature, which never swerves from her purpose, never fails to accom- 
plish her end. But it was Providence that furnished the field and the instru- 
ments with which nature should work. That Providence which saved hint 
forty years before from perishing in the Nile ; that Providence which deliv- 
ered him so lately from the hands of an incensed king ; the same Providence 
now, by a concourse of circumstances equally beyond the reach of humaa 
power or foresight, fixes the bounds of his habitation, forms for him the most 
important connexion of human life ; and for another space of forty years 
makes him forget the tumultuous pleasures of a court, in the more calm and 
national delights of disinterested friendship, virtuous afiection^ and heavenly 
contemplation. 

It was in this delicious retreat, that the man of God is supposed to have 
imposed, by divine inspiration, and to have committed to writing, that most 
ancient, most elegant, and most instructive of all books ; which contains the 
history of the world, from the creation down to his own times ; a period which 
^ other writer has presumed to touch upon ; holy ground which none but the 
loot of God himself has dared to tread. Here also, and at this time, as it is 
eonjectured by interpreters, he wrote that beautifully poetical, moral and his- 
torical work, the book of Job : which, for sublimity of thought, force of ex- 
pression, justness of sentiment, strength of reasoning, and variety of matter, 
holds a distinguished place in the sacred code. If from the schools of the 
Magi he drew such stores of wisdom and eloquence, high must our ideas rise 
of those noble seminaries of learning. But Moses derived his wonderful ac- 
complishntients from a much higher source, even from the everlasting Spring 
of all knowled|[e, even from Him who made the heavens and the earth, and 
caused the light to arise ; even from Him who can make the desert of Horeb 
a school of WISDOM, and the simple to be wiser than all his teachers. Here^ 
also, he has the felicity of beaming a father ; and, even in Midian," God 
builds up one of the femilies of Israel. 

And now at last the time to favour that demised, oppressed nation was 
come. Egypt had changed its sovereign in the mean time, but the seed of 
Jacob had felt no mitigation of their distress. Every change which they hav» 
und^gone is only from evil to worse. Moses was now arrived at his eightieth 
year, but remained in the full vigour of his bodily strength, and of his mental 
powers. Erring, reasoning, cavilling man will be asking, Why was the em- 
ployment of Moses in so important a service so long delayed ? Wherefore 
bury such talents for such a spSice of time in the inglorious life of an obscure 
shepherd ? Wherefore call a man at so late a peri^ of life, in the evening of 
his day, in the decline of his fiM^ulties, to a service that required all the fsft^ 
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iroar, intrepiditj and exertion of jouth ? To all whicll we answer in the 
words of our Saviour on a well known occasion, '* It is not for you to know 
the times or the seasons which the Father hath put in his own power." Man 
is perpetually in a hurry, and often hastens forward without making progress ; 
but " he that believeth shall not make haste." God, the father of believers, 
advances to his end not in a vehement and hurried step, but in a solemn, 
steady, majestic pace ; his progress, which we may in our folly account slow, 
in the issue proves to have been the most expeditious ; and the course, which 
human ignorance may condemn as irregular and circuitous, will be found in 
the end the shortest and the surest. 

The course of the history then has brought us to that important, eventful 
hour, when the shepherd of Midian, train^ up in retirement and contempla- 
tion, and converse with God, was to shake off his disguise, and stand confess- 
ed the minister of the most high God, the king in Jeshurun, the scourge of 
Egypt, the deliverer of Israel. As the commission which was given him to 
execute, and the station assigned to him, were altogether singular and uncom- 
mon, we are not to be surprised if the seal and signature affixed to that com- 
mission, and the powers bestowed for the faithful and effectual execution of it, 
should likewise be out of the usual course of things, and should announce the 
power and authority of Him who granted it. But as this merits a principal 
place in the course of these exercises, we shall not compress it into the con- 
clusion of a Lecture ; hoping, through the help of God, to resume and con- 
tinue the subject next Lord's day. 

Such was Moses, the Jewish legislator and hero, during the two first great 
periods of his life. But a greater than Moses is here, even He, •* the latchet 
of whosie shoes Moses is unworthy to stoop down and unloose ;" to whom 
Moses and Elias, on the mount of transfiguration, brought all their glory and 
hbnonr, and laid them at his feet ! 

Moses " refused io be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter ;" and Jesus 
disdained not to be called " the son of the carpenter." Supreme, all divine 
tfaottgh He was, yet he declined not the society of the poorest, meanest, most 
afflicted of mankind ! 

Was the humiliation of Moses cheerful and voluntary, not forcibly obtruded 
upon him, but sought out and submitted to ? Christ, though *' in the form of 
God, and thought it not robbery to be equal with God, yet made himself of no 
reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant." Was sympathy a lead- 
ing feature in the character of Moses t Jesus ** hath not despised nor abhorred 
the affliction of the/ afflicted, neither hath he hid his face from him, but when 
he cried unto him he heard."* '* In all their affliction he was afflicted, and 
the angel of his presence saved them ; in his love and in his pity he redeemed 
them, and he bare them, and carried them all the days of old."t Did Moses, 
through the vale of obscurity, arrive at the summit of glory 1 Of Christ it h 
said, as following up the scene of his humiliation, " Wherefore God also hath 
highly exalted hrni, and given him a name which is above every name : that 
at the name of Jbsus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things 
in earth, and things under the earth : and that every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father." But the time 
would fail to point out every mark of resemnlance. Christ derives no glory 
ftom simflitQde to Moses, but all the gtory of Moses flows firom his typifying 
Christ the Lord, in whom " all the promises arc yea and amen," and who 
^* is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth." 

*FnI.xzii.34. i Isai. Ixiii. 9. 
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LECTURE III. 

EXODUS ni. 15, 14. 

Aii^ BloseB said unto God, Bohold, when I come anlo the ohiUfaren of Iireel, ud shall say onto tkew. 
The God ofyoor fiitbers bath seal me unto you} and they shall sav to roe. What is his aame T 
What shall Isajr uoto tbera 7 Aad God said unto Moses, 1 AM THAT I All : Aod he said; Thus 
shah thou say unto the children of Enrael, I AM hath sent me unto you. 

Th« objects preaeoted to us in the comineree of Ibe world hate a relative 
^ealneas, but tboee with which we converse in solitude and retirement pot- 
me9B a real grandeur and magnificence. A vast citjt a numerous and well dis* 
ei{>Jined armj, a proud navy, a splendid court, and the like, dazzle Uie eyes of 
a stranger, and produce a transient wonder and delight. Bnt a little acquaint- 
ance dissolves the charm ; the dimensions of created greatness speedily con- 
tract, the glory departs, and what once filled us with astonishment is regarded 
with caha indiffsrence* perhaps with disgust The eye, almost with a single 
fiance, reaches the end of human perfection, and instantly turns from what it 
bas seen, in search of something yet undiscovered, striving to find in novelty 
and variety a compensation for the poverty, littleness, nothingness of the crear 
ture. Bat when we withdraw fi^om the haunts of men^ and either retire with- 
in ourselves or send our thoughts abroad to contemplate God aad his works* 
we meet a height and a depth which the line of finite understanding caimot 
lathom ; we ejqMtiate in a region whicb still discloses new scenes of wonder ; 
we feel ourselves at once invited aod checked, attracted and repelled ; we be- 
liold much that we can comprehend and ez[^in, but much more that passeth 
knowledge ; we find ourselves, like Moses at the bush, upon '^ holy ground**' 
and the same woaderful sight is exhibited to our view^'« JEHOVAH !" in 
A PLAm OP FBiE ! whose light irradiates and encourages our approach ; but 
whose fervent heat arrests our speed, and remands us to our proper distance. 

That great man had now passed the second great period of his life in the 
bumble station of a shepherd, and the shepherd too of another man's flock* 
He had quitted the enchanted regions of high life, not only without regret* 
but with joy ; not impelled by spleen, not soured by disappointment ; but 
filled with a noble disdain for empty honours, with generous empathy towards 
bb afflicted brethren, animated by exalted piety which settled; on an invisible 
God, and inspired with a soul which looked at pomp with contempt, and on 
obscurity with acquiescence and desire. It was in this calm retreat that he 
cultivated those qualities which proved more fevourable to the designs of Prov- 
idence than all the learning which he had acquired in Egypt. 

At the age of eighty the race of glory is at an end with most men : nay> the 
drama of life concludes with the generality long before that period arrives. 
But the fame* activity and usefuhiess of Moses commenced not till then ; for 
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tB it is nerer tod early, ao it is never teo late to eerre God and to do good to 
men ; and trao wiBdom consists in waiting for and fdlowing the call of 
Heaven, not in anticipating and ontranning it. Abraham was tarned out a 
-wanderer and an exile at seventy-five. And Moses at fourscore was sent 
upon an enterprise, which it required much courage to undertake, much vigoar 
-to conduct and support, and a great length of time to execute. But bdfore 
the divine mandate every mountaip of difficulty sinks^ ** every valley is exalted, 
the crooked becomes straight, and the rough places plain.'' Abraham, at the 
liead of a handfol of servants, subdues five victorious kings, with their arnaies : 
Sarah, at ninety, bears a son ; and Moses, at eighty, with a simple rod in his 
hand, advances to succour Israel, and to crush the power of EgyipL 

The solemnity with which the commission was given, suited the dignity 
and importance of the undertaking. The whole was of God, and he doea 
every thing in a manner worthy of himself. While Moses was employed in 
the innocent cares and labours of his lowly station ; afid fikithful attention to the 
duties of our several stations is the best preparation for the visits of the Al- 
mighty ; a very unusdal and unaccountable appearance presented itself to his 
eyes. A bush wholly involved in fiames, yet continuing unchanged, undiminish- 
ed unconsumed by the fire. Whether nature preserves her steady tenor, or euf* 
fets an alteration or suspension of the laws by which she is usually governed, the 
finger of God is equaily visible in both ; for, what power, save that which is di- 
vine could have established, and can maintain the order and harmony of the nni- 
Terse ? And what power short of Omnipotence can break in upon that order ; 
can make the sun to tond still, or its shsMlow return back to the meridian after 
it had declined ; can leave to fire its illuminating, but withdraw its devouring 
quality ; and render artificial fire, such as that of Nebuchadnezzar's furnace, 
harmless to the three children of the captivity, but fiital to ministers of thp 
king of Babylon 1 Were our hearts right with God, miraculous interpositions 
"would be unnecessary ; every creature, every event should promote our ac- 
quaintance with our Maker. And such is the condescension of the Most 
High, that he vouchsafes to cure our ignorance, inattention or unbelief, by 
making the mighty sacrifice of that stated course of things, which his wisdom 
settled at first, and which his power continues to support Rather than man 
•jshall remain unchanged, unredeemed, the great system of nature shall under- 
go aheration ; fire shall cease to burn, the Nile shall nm blood instead of 
water, the sun fi)rget to shine for three days together ; the eternal, uncreated 
Word shall become flesh, and the fountain of life to all, shall expire in death. 

It required not the sagacity of a Moses to discover, that there was some- 
thing extraordinary here. But mistaking it at first for merely an unusual nat- 
ural appearance, whose cause, by a closer investigation, he might be able to 
discover, he is preparing by nearer observation to satisfy his curiosity ; when 
lo ! to his still greater astonishment, the bush becomes vocal as well as brilliant, 
ar^l he bears his own name distinctly and repeatedly called, out of the midst 
of the flame. Curiosity and wonder are now checked by a more powerful 
principle than either. Terror thrills in every vein, and arrests his trembling 
^teps. How dreadful must the visitations of God's anger be to his enemies, 
if to his best beloved children, the intimations of his goodness, clothed in any 
thing like sensible glory, be so awful and overwhelming 1 When I meet thee, 
O my God, stripped of this veil of flesh, may I find thee a^ore, a genial and 
a lambent flame of loving kindness, not a consuming fire of wrath and 
vengeance ! 

Moses instantly comprehends that the Lord was there ; or, if he could for a 
moment have doubted who it was that talked with him, in a moment his doubt 
must have been removed by the continuation of the voice of Him who spake. 
We And here, as in manj other places of the Old Testaipent, the same persof^ 
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who k styled in the coarfle of the narration, the *' Angel of the Lord,^ styl- 
ing himself Jshotah and Qod; exereising divine prerogatives, manifesting 
divine perfections, and claiming the homage which is due to Deity alone* 
The person therefore, thos described, can be none other than the uncreated 
" Angel of the covenant," who '* at sundry times, and in divers manners," in 
matartng the work of redemption, assumed a sensible appearance ; and at 
length, in the folness of time, united his divine nature to- ours and dwdt 
among men, and made them to behold his glory, as the glory of the only be- 
gotten of the Father, fall of grace and truth." 

Every thing here is singular, and every thing instructive. The first inter- 
view bietween Ood and Moses inspires terror ; but the spirit of bondage gadu- 
ally dies away, and refines into the spirit of adoption and love. Acquaintance 
begets confidence, ** perfect love casteth out fear ;" and the man who spake 
to God with trembling in Horeb, by and by becomes strengthened to endure 
his presence forty days and nights together, in Sinai. " Enduring, as seeing 
Him who is invisible," he *^ despised the wrath of an earthly king." When 
he comes to the knowledge of that same God, by the seeing of the eye and the 
hearing of the ear, he " exceedingly fears and quakes ; abhors himself and 
lies low in dust and ashes." But, following on to know the Lord, he comes at 
length to converse with Him, as a man wiUi his fi-iend. " Acquaint thyself 
then with Him, tmd be at peace, thereby good shall come unto thee." Misera^ 
ble beyond expressioB, beyond thought are they, whose acquaintance with God 
has to b^'m at death ; who, having lived without a gracious, merciful, long^ 
saffomg God in the world, find they must, by a dreadfiil necessity, fall into 
the haikb of a neglected, forgotten, righteous, incensed God, when they 
leave it 

The appearance of Jehovah in the bush was not only preternatural, but 
emblematical ; it not only sanctioned the commission given to Moses by the 
seal of. Deity, but exhibited a livdy representation of the state of his church 
and people in Egypt ; <^>pressed, but not crushed, brought low, but not de- 
serted of Heaven, in the midst of flames, but not consumed. And it is a 
striking emblem of the church of God in the world, to th^ end of tiine : 
** trouUed on every side, yet not distressed, perplexed, but not in de^mir, 
persecuted, but not forsaken, cast down, but not destroyed." x 

The same voice which solicited intercourse with Moses, which tendered 
firjeodship, which encouraged hope, sets a fence about the divine Majesty ; it 
reminds htm of his distance, of his impurity ; it forbids rashness, presumption, 
femiliarity. In veneration of the spot which God had honoured with his* spe- 
cial presence, he is commanded to " put off his shoes fi-om off his feet :" a 
mandate, which by an image natural and obvious, enjoins the drawing near to 
God in holy places and in sacred services, with seriousness, attention and rev- 
erence ; divested of that impurity which men necessarily contact by coming 
into firequent contact with Uie world. And surely, it is owing to the want <3* 
a tee sense of the majesty of God ujxm our spirits, that his house is profiined 
and his serviQie marred by levity, carelessness and inattention. Did we seri- 
onsty consider that the place where we stand is ^* holy ground," that the word 
which we apeak and hear is ** not the word of men, but of the living God," 
eoold one short hour's attendance betray us into slumber t Coul4 the little 
jealousies and strife of a base world intrude into a worshipping heart t Could 
the eye find leisure to wander upon the dress and appearance of another t 
Durst a scornful leer or simpering countenance communicate firom one vain, 
silly, irreverent spirit to another the private sneer and censure 1 Would there 
be a contentbn for place and preeminence 1 Now, surely, God is as really 
though less sennUy, in this place, as he was in the bush at Horeb : and 
tt^oopfa we see hiffi not, his eyes are continually upon us, and he will brin^ 
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every thing into judgment O Lord, open tbeo oar eyei, thftl we may behold 
Thee, and eyery other object shall instaotly disappear. 

The words which follow, if any thing can increase their intrinsio forca aad 
importance, derive a peculiar energy and value to the christiste world, as the 
passage quoted by our blessed Lord, from an authority which they could not 
deny, to confute the Sadducees, on the subject of the immortality of the soul, 
and the resurrection of the body. '< I am the God of Abraham, and the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." We speak of the dead, under the idea 
that they vjcre ; but God represents them as still existing, and his relation to 
them as unbroken, his care of them as uninterrupted. The effect which this 
declaration had upon Moses, is such as might have been expected ; no more 
** turning aside to see this great sight ;" he hides his face, <* afraid to look upoa 
God." It is ignorance of God, not intimate communion, which encourages 
forwardness ajid freedom. Angels, who know him best, and love him most* 
are most sensible of their distance and are represented as '^covering their 
faces with their wings" when they approach their dread Creator. 

In the declaration which immediately follows, under a sanction so solemn 
and affecting, which shall we most admire, the mercy and goodness of God, 
or his perfect wisdom and foreknowledge t Four hundred years have elapsed 
eince this wretched state of his posterity had been foretold and revealed to 
Abraham. For wise and gracious purposes it was appointed and brought to 
pass. But the days of darkness are now almoet ended, and the sun retarna 
Like rain from heaven to a dry and thirsty land, the promises of &vour and 
salvation fall upon a persecuted, oppressed people ; and ^* that Mosee whom 
they refused, saying, Who made thee a ruler aod judge 1" is after an interval 
of forty years sent back to Egypt, on the kind, mercifd errand of salvation to 
an oppressed and persecuted people. 

Moses however, it would appear, has not forgotten the surly reception whidi 
his well meant interposition had met with from his brethren so long before ; 
and presumes to urge it as a reason, why a person of more influence and au- 
thority should be entrusted with the commission. 

He considered not, that formerly he acted from the impulse of his own 
mind ; with indeed an upright and benevolent intention, but with a aeal rather 
too bold and impetuous ; whereas now, he was fbilowiog the direction of 
Providence, and was therefore certain of success. As there is a sinful pride 
which urges men to seek stations and employments, to which they hare nei- 
ther pretension, title, nor qualification ; so there is a sinful humility, which 
shrioks from the call of God, which, in the guise of self denial, contains the 
spirit of rebellion and disobedience; and which, under the affectation of un- 
dervaluing and debasing our own persons and qualities, indirectly charges 
God with fodisbness in choosing an instrument so inapt and impr<^r. Such 
humility is of the very essence of pride, and such, with regret we observe it* 
was the spirit by which Moses was on this occasion actuated. The heavenly 
vision removes the objection at once, by assuring him of the divine presence, 
blessing and support : and refers him for the proof of it, to a train of events 
closely succeeding each other ; and aU issuing in the people's a8sembUn|r tc^ 
gether, in that very spot, to worship, after their enfiranchisement, aU formmg a^ 
chain of evidence, that the authority under which he acted was divine. 

Still doubting and irresolute, Moses ventures to urge another difficulty, which 
he expresses in these terms ; ^' And Moses said unto God, Behold, when I 
come unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto them, the God of your 
fathers hath sent me unto you : and they shall say unto me what is his namel 
What shall I say unto them ?" God had ahready declared his name, and pur- 
pose, and given his charge, and yet Moses dares to make inquiry. How ram 
» thing it is, to see a soul wholly resolved into the will of God ! How seldom 
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do we find a ikith entirely disposed to be, to do, and to endare, neither more 
Bor less than what God is pleased to appoint ! But the incredality and pre- 
sompCion of Moses shall not render the design of Ck>d of none effect. When 
men are contracfieted or opposed, they fly out, and storm, and threaten. But 
the great God bears with our frowardness and folly, gives way to our scruples, 
and, yielding to our obstinacy, overcomes e? il with good. And we are al- 
most tempted to rejoice that Moses stood out so long, as it gare occasion to 
the most solemn and satisfying proclamation of the name and nature of God, 
from his own mouth, and the most amiable and engaging picture of tender 
mercy and longsufTering thai ever was exhibited. ^^ And God said unto Moses, 
I AM THAT I AM : And he said. Thus shalt thou say unto the children of 
Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you." 

What flimsy things are commissions issued under the handwriting and seals 
•f kings, compared to this ! a shred of parchment, a morsel of wax, an un- 
meaning scrawl : a slender, contracted, ahortlived power, delegated from one 
worm to another. Where is now the signet of Ahasucrus, which pretended 
to communicate irreversible authority to the writing whereto it was affixed T 
Where are the warrants under which the statesmen and heroes of other times 
deliberated, fought and conquered? With the princes who granted them 
they are gone to oblivion. They were what they were. They fulfilled their 
day, and dien they fell asleep, and now are seen no more ! What avail the long 
list of empty titles, which potentates and princes, in the pride of their hearts, 
affix to thehr perishing names 1 All, all shrink and fade, before that tremen- 
dous Power, whose authority no change of circumstances can affect, whose 
existence no succession of ages can impair ; who, yesterday, to-day and* for- 
ever still proclaims of himself, " I am.** 

Nothing can equal the simplicity, sublimity and force of these remarkable 
words. Independency of existence, eternity of duration, immutability of pur- 
pose, fkitbfulness and truth in keeping covenant and shewing mercy, are all 
conveyed in one little sentence, *' I am that I am.*' Longinus, the celebrat- 
ed critic, has with equal judgment and taste, quoted a well known passage 
from the writings of Moses, as an instance of the true sublime, viz. the first 
words pronounced by the Creator in the formation of the world, ** And God 
said. Let there be light, and there was light.*' Why did not Longinus dip 
deeper into thfe works of this great historian ; why did he not enrich and em- 
beHish his own beautiful little book, and farther approve his exquisite taste, by 
inserting other passages from the page of inspiration, particularly the passage 
under review t A passage which Jews, Heathens and Christians, as one man, 
have consented to admire. 

Under the sanction of this most awfhl name, God repeats his commission, 
repeats his charge, repeats his promise of support, assistance and success ; 
siicoess with the elders of Israel ; success with the people ; success agamst 
Pharaoh. And yet, Moses '* staggers at this promise," although it be the 
promise of the Eternal, *' through unbelief!** What have we most to wonder 
at here, the strange incredulity and perverseness of the prophet, or the singu- 
lar fidelity and exactness of the historian, in recording his own errors ? God 
had said, ** they shall hearken to thy voice :** yet Moses presumes, in the face 
of this express declaration, to gainsay and draw back. — <* And Moses answered, 
and saidy But behold, they will not believe me ; nor hearken unto my voice : 
for they will say. The LORD hath not appeared unto thee.** Surely " the. 
LORD is God, and not man, and therefore the children of men are not con- 
sumed.'* A man of common spirit would here hi^ve broken off the conference, 
and lefl the timid, froward shepherd to his own folly, and permitted him to re- 
main destitute of the honour which he obstinately persevered to declnie. But 
it pleased God to shew us patience, at least in one instance, too powerful for un- 
belief: ^ for his ways are not like our ways, nor his thoughts as our tbonghts.*' 
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He wbo would cure infidelity in others, must first be purged of the dd leav- 
en himself. To effect this in the heart of his servant Moses, God vouchsafea 
to perform miracle upon miracle. He turns the rod which was in the hand of 
Moses into a serpent; and from a serpent to a rod again : in %rder to intimate 
to him and to the world that the most harmless things become noxious, and 
the most pernicious things innocent at his command. His hand is in a mo- 
ment covered with leprosy, and in a moment restored — to shew the power of 
God*s holy law to fix guilt upon the sinner, and of his grace to remove it from 
the penitent He is enjoined and authorized to perform these signs before all 
Israel, in order to produce that conviction in them, which they had first 
wrought upon his own mind. Should these still happen to fiiil, he is permit- 
ted to go a step farther. Nature shall submit to a thorough alteration, rather 
than the seed of faithful Abraham continue slaves in Egypt, or perish through 
unbelief. Water shall become blood before their eyes, rather than the blood 
of their innocent children be poured out any more like water upon the ground. 

And now, surely, Moses is gained, and the work of God shall no longer 
stand still. Alas ! the sullen spirit is not yet subdued* Though forced to 
retreat, he continues to fight as he retires. The slowness of Isreal to believe^ 
was formerly the plea ; now his own want of talents is urged in excuse of his 
strange backwardness and disobedience. That objection too is immediately " 
temoved, by a promise of wisdom and eloquence suited to the occasion. The 
language of the oracle, and the longsuffering of the speaker, are miraculous 
and supernatural, as all the other circumstances of the case, *' And the 
Lord said unto him, Who hath made man's mouth 7 or who maketh the dumb^ 
or d^af, or the seeing, or the blind t Have not I, the Lord ? Now, thereforsL 
go, and I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt say."* 

«« Wonder, O heavens, and be astonished, O earth !" This, instead of pro-^ 
ducing humble submission and instantaneous compliance, without a reason 
and without a plea, meets with a direct refiisal ; *' O my Lord, send I pray 
thee, by the hand of him whom thou wilt send." And now what heart does 
not tremble for fear, that the fire which had spared the bush, should wax hot, 
to punish the madness of the prophet t What patience can endure such a 
repetition of insult t The anger of the Lord was kindled against Moses ; 
and — and what t O it becomes a flame ,of love to melt his heart, and purify 
it of its dross. " The anger of the Lord was kindled against Moses, ai)d he 
said. Is not Aaron the Levite thy brother ? I know that he can speak well. 
And alse behold, he cometh forth to meet thee ; and when he seeth thee, he 
will be fflad in his heart" Providence had all this while been preparing a 
concludmg, a convincing proof of power, wisdom and goodness inconceiva- 
ble. Lo, Aaron is alrei^y fiur advanced on his way from Egypt, in quest of 
his brother. 

That, after so long an interval, through a field of so many chances, he 
should at that very instant of time arrive — How is it to be accounted for ? On 
no other principle but this, the Lord is ** wonderful in counsel and excellent 
in working." ** He seeth the end from the beginning." He saith, *' My 
counsel sbiU stand, and I will fulfil all my pleasure." '* He doth according . 
to his will in the armies of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth." 
Let every knee bow, let every tongue confess, let every heart adore, and 
lovsf^nd submit 

« Mose» is at length subdued, and we stand with astonishment and joy to 
contemplate the triumph of mercy over judgment. God grant we may improve 
the example of his divine patience as a pattern* God in mercy preserve us 
from presuming upon it, as an encouragement to offend. And may God bless 
what has been spoken. Amen. 
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LECTURE IV* 

EXODU8 VI. 9* 

A.ad Moses spake so unto the children of Israel ; but they hearkened not unto Moses, lor anguish w 

spirit, and fot cruel bohdage. 

EvEKY Dation has in its histoFjr events of peculiar importance, which latest 
posterity is disposed fondly to commemorate. But the memory of remarkable 
deliverances is necessarily blended with the recollection of heavy distress or 
ixnmiiient danger, and whether as men, or as citizens, we greatly rejoice, by 
that yery joy we expressly declare that we, or our Others, once had cause to 
mourn. Perpetual sunshine suits not the state of the natural world ; per- 
petual success is by no means favourable either to human happiness or virtue* 
Hunger is necessary to give a relish to food ; the gloom of winter is the hap- 
piest recommendation of the cheerfulness and bloom of springs We discover 
the value of health by disease ; and the blessings of peace would be but half 
pnderstood, were it not for the antecedent anxieties and calamities of war. 
Men therefore act foolishly as well as impiously when they charge the wise, 
righteous and merciful Governor of the world, with carelessness or unkind- 
ness, because he admits into the system of his works, or into his moral gov- 
ernment of the universe, what ignorance calls disorder, what presumption criei 
down as unnecessary, and pride condemns as unjust. 

What so irregular at hrst sight, and always so to the vulgar eye, as the face 
of the starry heavens 1 A handful of little sparks, scattered at random in the 
air I But to the attentive, inquiring, enlightened spirit, they present a vast 
Gombiaation of worlds, each in its place, every one moving in its proper orbit ; 
the whole possessing every quality that can at once excite astonishment and 
inspire delight; greatness, order, beauty, harmony, utility! They present 
excellencies obvious to the slightest observation of the most shallow under- 
standing ; excellencies undiscoverable by the closest investigation of the most 
penetrating genius. Now, clownish thoughtlessness and stupidity is not more 
incompetent to judge of the order and frame of nature, than passion and 
prejudice, by which all men are governed, are to determine upon the wisdom 
and goodness of the ways of Providence. Every man would have every thing 
bend to his humour, conveniency, indolence or interest. This would produce 
were it permitted, endless confusion and misery, did not God over-rule and 
employ the activity and the indolence, the senseless caprices and the jarring 
interests of men to execute his purppses, and without their intention, nay, in 
spite of their efforts, make them productive of regularity, stability and happi- 



In contAnpIating, therefore, agents and events, those of which we hive 
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heard and read, or those which we see and in which we are concerned, the 
only road to composure and improvement is, to consider the whole as the work of 
a supreme, intelligent, almighty, invisible Agent, who is carrying on a plan 
which wo comprehend not, or understand only in part, and who, from all that 
we can know of him from nature, from experience and from revelation, takes 
delight in shewing piercy and doing good, but who, in the exercise of even 
these gracious prerogatives, governs not himself by the partial lights, hasty 
conceptions and contracted views of ignorant, erring men, but by his own all- 
comprehending intelligence, all-pervading benignity, all-subduing love. 

If, in that portion of ancient history which is now to come under our con- 
sideration, we observe Providence treating one nation with uncommon severity 
and another with indulgence altogether as singular, we are to regard the par- 
ties not as they are in themselves, or in relation to each other, but in their re^ 
lation to God and to mankind in general, as an important link in the great 
chain of Providence, as serving and instructing the human race to the end of 
the world. The perverseness and unbelief of Moses met with pity and for- 
giveness, and were cured by a series of miracles. The impiety and unbelief 
of Pharaoh meet with resentment and punishment, and were even confirmed 
and strengthened by a most awful series of miracles ; not for the sake of 
Moses and Pharaoh merely, but to illustrate in the eyes of the whole world 
the goodness and severity of Gou ; the wisdom and safety of repentance and 
submission on the one hand, the madness and danger of impenitence on the 
other. Egypt was plagued, and Israel saved, that violence and cruelty might 
be awakened to see the naked sword of justice suspended by a single hair 
over its guilty throat ; and that misery and depression might find a refuge from 
despair. 

We have seen with what solemnity the commission to Moses for the delir- 
erance of Israel was granted, and the awful seal which was appended to it ; 
even the great and fearful name, Jehovah, " I am that I am." We have 
seen tha backwardness, irresolution and timidity of the prophet, in undertak- 
ing an employment so flattering to ambition, so desirable to the spirit of patri- 
otism, so elevating to a mind awake to the influence of religion. We have 
seen the goodness and condescension of Qod in deigning, by repeated exer- 
tions of power and mercy, to remove the scruples and level the objections of 
incredulity and fear. And we have seen Aaron, the brother of Moses, provi- 
dentially conducted to the spot, and at the moment, to establish a belief in the 
divine power and veracity, to confirm the wavering, trembling soul, and con- 
stituted to a share of the diligence, difficulty, danger and glory of the illustri- 
ous enterprize. 

Behold then twofrfain old men, one of eighty, and the other of eighty-three 
years old, setting out from the deserts of Arabia, on an undertaking to human 
reason the most wild and romantic that ever was attempted ; to persuade or to 
constrain one of the most powerful princes of the world to enfranchise, nay, 
to dismiss the tenth part of his most valuable and useful subjects ! And how 
are they provided for this vast undertaking 1 The pleas of reason, the powers 
of eloquence, the calls of humanity, the claims of justice it is well known, 
make but a feeble impression on the hearts of kings, when their pride, am- 
bition or interest oppose. For such a vast multitude to slip away by stealth is 
impossible, and to think of forcing an escape from a power so greatly superior 
is rashness and rain. When men engage in hazardous and difficult expedi- 
tions, they levy armies, accumulate treasure, provide magazines, strengthen 
themselves with alliances. But when God addresses himself to action, wo 
behohl no apparatus, no effort Is an universe to start out of nothing ? 
" God sp^ah, and it is done." Is a sun to arise, and light to shine ? God 
«ays, '* Let there be light" Is a great nation to be subdued, and a little one 
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asserted ioto liberty ? Our eyes are directed, not to a general at the head of 
a mighty host, but to a shepherd with h^ crook in his hand. 

But the commands of Heaven break not in upon the sacred duties and the vir- 
tuous charities of private life. The charge given to Moses was pressing, the 
object most important, and the authority under which it was issued, supreme ; 
but yet he is permitted to return for a little while, to attend to the calls of 
nature, of gratitude, to the gentle claims of filial piety, of conjugal and pa- 
ternal affection. He went bsick to his father-in-law to acknowledge his pro- 
tection, hospitality and kindness to him when a stranger, to inform him of 
the extraordinary commission he had just received, and the necessity he was 
thereby laid under of immediately entering upon the execution of it ; to ob- 
tain his consent for this purpose, and to ask his paternal benediction. Re- 
ligion is in a happy state in the soul of that man, Who has learned to unite 
and reconcile the views and pursuits of the citizen with those of the private 
man ; who pleads not the performance of one duty as an excuse for the omis- 
sion of another ; whose life exhibits every moral and divine principle in ac- 
tion, every one in his season, every one in his place. How simple and affec- 
tionate the dismission which honest Raguel gave to Moses, compared to that 
of the selfish, rapacious Laban to Jacob :* — ** Qo in peace !" says Raguel ; an 
adieu expressive at once of submission to the will of Providence, and of 
affection to his son-in-law, mixed with regret at the thought of parting with 
him. 

It pleased God again to confirm the confidence of Moses, by assuring him 
that ail who had ever harboured a design against his life were now dead ; and 
that nothing therefore remained, but to address himself boldly to his great 
work. Accompanied with his wife and two sonff, he leaves the land of Midian, 
and proceeds towards Egypt 

On this journey, a very extraordinary incident occurs : but the conciseness 
of the sacred history leaves it ipvolved in much darkness and difficulty. God 
had blessed him with two sons in Midian, whom, in compliance with the com- 
mandment of God, and as a son of Abraham, he ought to have circumcised 
on the eighth day from their birth. This however, either for want of the 
proper minister, from inattention, or out of improper respect to the feelings 
or prejudices of Zipporah his wife, or some other reason that appears not, had 
been hitherto wholly neglected, and thereby his children, the younger at least, 
through his neglect, seems to have incurred the dreadfiil penalty denounced 
hy the terms of the covenant against uncircumcised persons, that of being 
** cut ofi* fit>m his people.'* This punishment God seems disposed to exact at 
the hand of Moses himself, who was indeed the guilty person, by attacking 
him either with a threatening bodily distemper, by remorse of conscience for 
his criminal neglect, by the appearance of an avenging angel, or some other 
sensible token of displeasure. But the difficulty is, Why the conduct of 
Moses in this respect was never called in qaestion before ? Why he was not 
purged of this guilt before he was honoured at all with the divine commission ? 
Why the precept was enforced upon a journey, and at an inn, where the oper- 
ation could be performed less commodiously, and was accompanied with some 
degree of danger ? What could Zipporah mean when she reproached Moses 
as ** a bloody husband ?'* The passage is evidently enveloped in much ob- 
scurity ; and-probably with design. Instead of curiously inquiring into its 
hidden meaning, an attempt vain and unprofitable, we may, by the blessing of 
God, learn firom it more than one practical lesson, neither obscure nor unim- 
portant ; and this, no doubt, the Spirit of God principally intended. The 
fast is, that no circumstances of prudence or conveuiency can ever be with 
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propriety urged as a dispensation with a clearly commanded duty. Secondly, 
that as there may be a sinful undervaluing of the feelings, prejudices and in- 
clinations of our near and dear relations, so there may be a siuful tenderness 
for, and compliance with them, to the neglect of God's known and declared 
will, and at the risk of falling under his just censure. Thirdly, that he who 
is to be the interpreter of the law to others, ought in all points to be blameless, 
and in all things conformed to the law himself. To which we may add yet a 
fourth, not of less imporUnce than any of these ; namely, that when God has 
procured the proper respect to his re?ealed will, the controversy between him 
and the offender is at an end, the object of his government being not so much 
to avenge himself as to amend the criminal. 

This scene of domestic danger and distress is speedily followed by another 
pf a pleasanter kind, namely, the interview between the two brothers, in the 
wilderness ; an interview attended with many circumstances to render it mu- 
tually interesting and satisfactory. It must have been highly gratifying to 
Moses, after livm^ forty years among strangers, to meet his own brother, to re- 
ceive particular information concerning his family and nation, and to commu- 
nicate to a friendly ear the knowledge of his own situation during so long an 
interval. What must it have been on the other hand, to Aaron, to learn from 
the mouth of his brother the great designs of Providence respecting them- 
selves and their people 7 With what overflowings of heart would they mingle 
their sighs and tears ! With what ardour would their united prayers, and vows, 
and praises ascend to heaven 1 How confirmed the faith, how forward the 
zeal of each, strengthened and stimulated by that of the other. They go on 
their way rejoicing ; they are following God, and they must prosper. 

Moses had found the evidence of his divine mission completed, in the op- 
portune arrival of his brother Aaron, according to the declaration of the ora- 
cle at the bush ; and he soon finds a resolution of his first doubt, in the very 
entrance upon the discharge of his office. Compare the first, and the two 
last verses of this fourth chapter, and see what a contrast they form to one 
another. *' And Moses answered* and said. But, behold, they will not believe 
me, nor hearken unto my voice ; for they will say. The Lord hath not appear- 
ed unto thee." ** And Aaron spoke all the words which the Lord had spoken 
unto Moses, and did the signs in the sight of the people. And the people be- 
lieved : and when they heard that the Lord had visited the children of Israel, 
and that he had looked upon their affliction, then they bowed their heads and 
worshipped." The tremendous name JEHOVAH affixed as a signet to thq 
record, and vouching its authority by sign upon sign, quickly produces belief ; 
and inspires gratitude and joy corrected by reverence and godly fear. So far, 
then, the wi^y is cleared, and Moses is no longer rejected as an upstart and 
intruder, as presuming to take upon himself the office of prince and judge 
oyer his brethren. 

But this is the smallest difficulty in the way. Who does not eagerly cleave 
to the prospect of returning liberty ? Men believe things incredible, attempt 
things impossible, endure things intolerable, when freedom, precious freedom 
is the object. No wonder then that oppressed, groaning Israel should greedi- 
ly listen to the voice of this heavenly charmer. But the grand difficulties are 
yet behind. Their fetters will not fall ofi* by a wish. Their fbnd desires dic- 
tate not the edicts of Pharaoh. The smarting of the strokes of their task- 
inaster' whips are not to be conjured away by a sound. The question is not, 
will Israel believe ; but, will the king of Egypt comply 1 Every step Moses 
advances, he finds a new and growing proof of the truth and faithfulness of 
God. For the same mouth which declared concerning the children of Israel, 
f* they sha^l hearken unto thy voice," declared concerning Pharaoh, ** I am 
mre that the king of Eg^pt will not let you go, qo not by a mi^ht^ hand " 
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The faith and obedience of the one, therefore, and the insolence and pride of 
the other, equally and conjointly demonstrated to Moses, that the Lord had 
«poken onto him. 

Armed, therefore, with a command from on high, confident of the goodness 
of their cause, and exalted abo?e the fear of man, Moses and his brother ad- 
vance boldly into the presence of the king, and make their requisition in these 
lofty and majestic words ; «* Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Let my peo- 
ple go, that they may hold a feast unto me in the wilderness." 

In some ancient Jewish fragments, we have an account of four miracles, by 
which Moses signalized his entrance into Egypt. First, he made fire to issue 
oat of the earth, in the eyes of all Israel, and thereby produced cxmfidence in 
him as their deliverer. Secondly, being shut up in prison by order of Pharaoh, 
he broke the bars, burst open the gates, struck the guards with death, and re- 
leased himself. Thirdly, he pronounced in the ears of the king, the name of 
JEHOVAH — at the sound of which that prince became deaf, and after a cer- 
tain interval recovered his hearing, through the interposition of him who had 
taken it away. Fourthly, by the use of the same awful name, he deprived 
all the Egyptian priests of sense and motion. To this the Rabbins add, that 
on entering the palace of the tyrant, he was suddenly clothed with a dreadful 
form, and a countenance bright and majestic, like that of an an^el. But we 
have no need to resort to fancy for a description of the magnificence of the 
scene, neither is there reason to suppose that any part of the glory of Moses 
consisted in personal lustre. His Employer and his errand lend him sufficient 
dignity and importance, without the glare which dazzles the eye. 

Whatever were the outward appearance of Moses, his message, we know, 
was treated by Phi|^h with insolence and contempt, in these words ; " Who 
is the Lord, that I should obey his voice, to let Israel go ? I know not the 
Lord, neither will I let Israel go." We are not to conclude that Pharaoh was 
an atheist, from his using this impious language. No : Egypt was a country 
wholly given to superstition ; a land which had muhiplied deities to itself. It 
was Jehovah whom he scorned to acknowledge. It was the God of Israel 
whom be despised. He judged of the power of their PaUon and Protector 
from their own present forlorn condition. 

The methods which Moses and Aaron employed to obtain the end of their 
mission, is a beautiful, an instructive, and an alarming representation of the 
conduct of Providence towards sinners in general. They begin with deliver- 
ing a plain message in the name of their Master. Being repulsed, they pro- 
ceed to argue and expostulate. A deaf ear being turned to the voice of 
reason and humanity, they have recourse to more extraordinary proofs of the 
weight and authority of their commission ; proofs which, indeed, mark an 
Almighty arm ; but an arm stretched out to convince, not to crush. A bold 
defiance being given to Omnipotence, what other method of working convic- 
tion and of procuring respect is left, but to let it fall with all its dreadful 
weight on the head of the defier ? 

It happened to Israel as it often does to men struggling to get free from the 
pressure of calamity, their efibrts only serve to plunge them deeper in the 
mire; and it happened to Moses and Aaron, as it sometimes befalls men actii- 
ated by a similar good intention, but with less title and encouragement, their 
interference hurts those whom it was meant to serve ; and they have the morti- 
fication of seeing the miseries of their poor brethren cruelly increased, through 
what might be deemed their own zeal and officiousness. The inflexible tyrant 
Venges himself, for the fi-eedom taken with the king of Egypt by persons so 
low and contemptible^ upon the bleeding shoulders of thousands of wretches, 
f ho could pot redress themselves, and who durst not complain. Miserably 
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condition indeed ! where the caprice of one man determines the iate of mil- 
lions ! Happy the nation where not men but laws' govern ! 

Providence, in this instance, seems resolved to try how far savage cruelty 
and patient suffering can go ; but ready to interfere in boUi» when they have 
come to the extreme. Israel is not prepared for salvation, till the cup of woe 
is full, and deliverance is despaired of from every quarter save Heaven : and 
Pharaoh feels not the rod of God's anger, till having filled up the measure of 
Jiis iniquity, hardened his heart against God and against man, poured contempt 
upon mercy, and braved infinite justice, he exalts himself into an awful mon- 
ument to every impenitent sinner, of the desperate madness of fighting with 
his Maker. 

.Moses is ready to sink afresh, under this cruel disappointment. The re- 
proaches of the unhappy sufferers, called, forced, lashed into labour, beyond 
what their strength could bear, cut him to the heart, and again he shrinks 
from the task which was imposed on him : and in these desponding words, he 
ventures to pour out the anguish of his soul before the Lord ; '* Wherefore 
hast thou 30 evil entreated this people 1 Why is it that thou hast sent me t 
For since I came to Pharaoh to speak in thy name he hath done evil to this 
people, neither hast thou delivered thy people at all.*' 

Thus far has flowed the angry tide of proud, imperial passion : and thus low 
has ebbed the trembling, retreating stream of baffled expectation. And now, 
^' it is time. Lord, that thou work !" To the one he saith, ** Hitherto shalt 
thou come, but no farther, and here shall thy proud waves be stayed.** To 
the other, *^ Return, and fill all thy channels, and overfk>w all thy banks.*' 

The Angel of the Lord begins with reassuring Moses himself, by a recapit* 
ulation of the tenour of the covenant made with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 
under the sanction of his name as the Lord God AlmiAitt. In all these 
wanderings, weaknesses and distresses they had been encouraged to trust in a 
Being, omnipotent to protect them, all-sufficient to supply their wants. But 
their posterity were henceforth to know him by another name, and under a 
new description, even the incommunicable, unutterable name which denotes 
eternal, unchangeable self existence ; deriving nothing from any, but confer- 
ring upon all, life, and breath, and all things ; who is above all, through all, 
and in all ; ** the same yesterday, to-day, and forever :" and, of consequence, 
true to his word, faithful in keeping covenant, unalterable in his decrees ! 

Under the seal of that most tremendous, most animating and inspiring 
name, Moses is again dispatched to the people, with the assurance of a spee- 
dy, an instantaneous appearance in their behalf. But alas ! their spirit is 
broken by the long continuance and accumulated weight of their calamities. 
They have been disappointed so oflcn, that they can believe, can hope no 
longer ; and the message delivered by Moses is like a charming song upon the 
ear of a deaf or a dead man. He is sent from the people to Pharaoh, with a 
repetition of the demand of Heaven upon him. But alas ! the messenger 
himself has caught the desponding spirit of the unhappy men whom he had 
been last visiting ; and the heart of Pharaoh has not in the least relented. 
Heaven seems to have interposed somewhat too late ; the cause appears lost. 
Let us judge nothing rashly ; let us not judge before the time. Let us hum- ' 
bly and patiently wait the issue, and then condemn if we dare, if we can. 

— Moses at the bush saw God, under the appearance of a flame of fire ; 
but no man can see God and live. " No man hath seen God at any time : 
the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared 
bim." The deliverer of Israel needed himself to be nurtured and prepared 
for the discharge of his high office ; but a Saviour of a lost world entered 
upon the execution of his infinitely more arduous task, every way qualified to 
bring it to a happy conclusion. The Jewish lawgiver stood himself condenm-* 
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ed by the law, and was a partaker with others in gnilt and transgression ; the 
Christian Leader was ** holy, harmless and undefiled." Moses undertook the 
work assigned to him, slowly and reluctantly ; but, O with what readiness did 
the friend of mankind press forward to the perfecting of his kind design ; . 
*'Lo I come : in the volume of the book it is written of me : I delight to do 
thy/ will, O my God : yea, thy law is within my heart'** •• I have a baptism 
to be baptised with, and how am I straitened till it be accomplished Y"t And 
jet there was no shame, no pain, no cross in the way of Moses ; whereas the 
Captain of salvation was to be " made perfect through sufferings ;" neverthe- 
less, he advanced undismayed to the combat. " With desire I have desired 
to eat this passover with you before I suffer/'t Moses frequently recoiled from 
the conflict, shrunk from the difficulty and danger, failed in the hour of trial ; 
bat OUT great Leader and Commander went on " conquering and to conquer ;" 
tamed not back ; desisted not from doing and from suffering, 4ill he could 
sey, ** It isfinished.^^ The Sun of righteousness shineth in his strength, let 
every star hide his diminished head. To him be glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 
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LiECTURE Y. 

EXODUS VI. 1. 



Hn tlw Lonl Mid nolo Moaet, Now sbah thoo lee what I will do unto Pharaoh $ for with a Knm^ 
band ihall be let tham go, aad with a strong baod shall be drive them oat of hie land. 

The history of the divine conduct is the best illustration of the nature of 
QoD. Do we desire to know what the Supreme Being 15 7 We have but to 
consider what he does. Are we anxious to be satisfied of the truth of the 
declarations made by the great Jehovah concerning himself in his word ! 
Let us compare them with the history and experience of men in every age. 
The proofs of the divine goodness and mercy are written in characters so fair, 
and are so frequently presented to our view, that not to observe them must 
argue the grossest stupidity and inattention ; and not to acknowledge, love 
and adore the glorious source of that unbounded goodness, must argue the 
blackest ingratitude. When the Lord makes himself known by the judg- 
i»mts which he executes, we see him advancing, to use the ideas and the lan- 
guage of men, with slow and reluctant steps. When misery is to be relieved, 
benefits conferred, or sins forgiven, the blessing outruns expectation, nay, even 
desire. But when the wicked are to be punished, justice seems to regret the 
necessity under which it is laid, to maintain itself, and the sinner is not 
destroyed till, to his own conviction, his condemnation is acquitted of un- 
tighteousness, and till every thing around him calls for vengeance. 

The wickedness of the old world was so great, that God is said to havi 
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"repented that ha had made man." Nevertheless, after God had threatened 
to destroy the human race with a deluge, a reprieve of many years is granted, 
to afford space and means for averting the calamity by repentance. Abraham 
was permitted, nay encouraged to intercede for the sinful, the devoted cities 
of the plain of Jordan ; and the righteousness of so small a number as Jive 
persons would have saved the whole people of those regions. The nations of 
Canaan were not expelled, to make way for Israel, till the measure of their 
iniquity was full ; and the haughty spirit of Pharaoh was not brought low, by 
wonder upon wonder, by plague upcm plague, till he had hardened his heart 
against the power of God, and the sufferings of men, and thereby made him- 
self a *' vessel of wrath fitted for destruction." 

The awful scene which we are this night to contemplate, is, in more re- 
spects than one, singular and unexampled. We are not only presented with a 
series of miracles, a demonstration of the tremendous power of Almighty 
God, but, what is still more extraordinary, they are a series of miracles, all 
marked with uncommon rigour and severity. The wise and righteous Gov- 
ernor of the world seems, m this instance, to have deviated from the usual 
lenity of his proceeding ; as if determined to make men tremble before him, 
and to stand in awe of his power and justice, as well as to hope in his mercy; 

Moses and Aaron, though their former embassy to Pharaoh had met with a 
reception so mortifying to themselves, and so fatal to their afflicted brethren^ 
are obliged and encouraged, at God*s command, to undertake a second. And 
the haughty tyrant having dared to reject the first, as delivered in the name of 
an unknown God, they are now furnished with credentials which carried their 
own authority on their foreheads, and which were calculated to convince every 
thing but rooted infidelity, of the divine power by which they were issued. 
First, they make reason speak. And had Pharaoh been wise, no other moni- 
tor had^^^n necessary. But a deaf ear being turned to that meek and heav- 
enly charmer, it becomes needful to employ a stronger and more forcible lan- 
guage. Being again introduced, they again deliver their message, and are 
again treated with scorn. Aaron, as he was commanded, having the rod of 
God in his hand, casts it upon the ground before Pharaoh and his court, and 
lo ! it instantly becomes animated ; it is converted into a serpent, armed with 
deadly poison. When Moses first beheld this strange sight, he " was afraid^ 
and would have fled :" but Pharaoh appears not in the least alarmed. The 
same fire melts wax, and hardens clay ; the same doctrine is the savour of life 
unto life in them that believe, and of death unto death in them that perish. 

Some interpreters have alleged, that this transformation was not only mirac- 
ulous, but emblematical, and that it was intended to humble this tyrannical 
and sanguinary prince, by exhibiting a representation of his own character, 
and of his subserviency to the power of that God whom he had presumed to 
defy. When a sudden and striking change, through the permission of Provi- 
dence, takes place ! A harmless rod or shepherd^s crook, the emblem of mild, 
wise and good government, is changed into a poisonous snake, the emblem of 
cruelty and oppression. And lo, at the divine pleasure, the poison is again 
extracted, the deadly tooth is plucked out, and the fiery serpent becomes a 
harmless rod again. And thus in general, afflictive providences are either the 
gentle rod of a wise father to admonish, to correct and to reform ; or the 
keen twoedged sword of an adversary, to cleave asunder, to devour and to 
destroy. Whether this were intended or not, it is evident Pharaoh understood 
it not, or disregarded it. And, as infidelity is always desirous of fortifying 
itself by something that has the semblance of reason : and, while it pretends 
to doubt of every thing, is, in truth, the most simple and credulous principle 
in the world. Pharaoh affects to treat the miracle which was wrought by 
Moses and Aaron, as a mere trick, a feat of necromancy or magic He calls 
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hr such of hid own people as professed these arts, to confront them with the 
Israelitish ambassadors : in order to oppose skill to skill, and to diminish the 
respect and attention claimed by Moses and Aaron, to their mission, and to 
their God, by shewing similar or equal signs, performed by Jannes and Jam- 
bres, the Totaries of an Egyptian deity. 

The magicians confidently undertake the task, and, through the permission 
of Heaven, partly sacceed. Their rods cast upon the ground, likewise be- 
come serpents. The heart of Pharaoh exults, and the magicians of Egypt 
kngh the Jewish shepherds to scorn. But the triumph of unbelief is only 
for a moment. Aaron's rod, in its serpent state, swallowed up their rods. 
Reasoning man will ask, why were not impiety and infidelity checked in their 
very first attempt t Why were the demons of Egypt left in possession of the 
slightest vestige of power, to oppose or to imitate the mighty power of God T 
Why grant to Pharaoh and to his magicians, even the momentary triumph of 
their ibcantations t The reason is obvious. Had the Egyptian enchantments 
been attended with no success, and produced no effect, infidelity would hav» 
had its plea at hand. ** Your pretended miracle is mere illusion, it is an at- 
tempt to mislead our understanding, by imposing upon our senses. Though 
we cannot produce this particular effect, or perform this particular trick, by 
our art, we can efect wonders equally or much more astonishing.*' But, by 
being permitted to succeed in their first effort, and to rival Moses and Aaron 
so far in power and reputation, they are insensibly drawn in to give their 
sanction to the sign performed by the Hebrews, for the sake of their own 
credit ; and no sooner is it stamped for currency, with their image and super- 
scription, than they and their abettors are confounded, by seeing the wretched 
impression of their art eflTaced, absorbed, annihilated ; and no image remains 
visible, but that of the living and true God. The power which swallowed up 
the magicians' rods, could as easily have prevented the transmutation ; but 
the confutation is much more complete by the one than it would have been by 
the other. Impiety has shut her own mouth, and infidelity stands stripped of 
her last and only plea. 

An opportunity is here presented of instituting an inquiry, which has great- 
ly employed and violently divided the learned and ingenious ; namely, wheth- 
er the supernatural effects, here and elsewhere in scripture ascribed to the 
agency of demons and malignant spirits, through the practice of magical arts, 
were real miracles, that is, alterations of the known and established laws of 
nature, by the permission of God ; or only dexterous impositions, practised 
by subtile artists, on the simple and credulous, giving the appearance of real- 
ly to what had no existence 1 We shall not take upon us to determine, 
whether of these two opinions is most conformable to reason, and to the anal- 
ogy of, faith. But the opportunity having offered, we shall take the liberty of 
suggesting some considerations, tending less to settle the question, than to 
shew that, perhaps, it is not capable of a solution. But our grand aim shall 
be to shew, that, which ever side men are pleased to take, the miracles 
wrought in support of truth, through the agency of the Author of all good^ 
preserve all their superiority, and the truth itself shines in all its lustre. 

And, first, if wei try the canse by the letter of the narration of Bfbses, il^ 
will immediately strike every reader, that these extraordinary feats were actu- 
ally produced by the power of the devil. The history relates the change that 
passed on the magicians' rods, in the selfsame terms which describe the 
transmutation of Aaron's ; and the name given to these execrable men, is the 
same that belongs to persons who have devoted themselves to the wicked one. 
On the other hand we know, that scripture, in describing natural objects, 
usually accommodates itself to the prevailing notions of the ages and nations 
in which the inspired authors lived aoiLwrote ; that it condescends even to 
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adopt the language, the ideas, and the prejudices of the vulgar ; and, that it 
employs, not the accurate languagr; and just ideas of philosophy, but those of 
common life, in treating the greatest and most important subjects. We thence 
conclude, that whether the enchantments of the magicians produced real 
miracles, or were deceptions merely, the Spirit of God would certainly have 
narrated the fact in the selfsame terms. From the letter of the sacred histo- 
ry, therefore, we can draw no conclusive argument for either side of the ques- 
tion. 

We shall have equal reason to suspend our judgment, if we try, secondly, 
to decide it by the relations transmitted to us, from various ages and regions 
of the world, concerning real or seeming enchantments. It would, perhaps, 
be as difficult to persuade the men of our own age, that such a thing as witch- 
craft ever existed, as it would have been, to convince pur ancestors in some 
former ages, that most of the effects ascribed to Satan and his agents, had no 
foundation but in the cunning, dexterity and knavery of one part of mankind 
practising on the ignorance, credulity and simplicity of another. But, as it 
would betray a silly and ridiculous easiness of belief, on the one hand, to ad- 
mit as true, the ten thousand stories, which the times of ignorance devised, 
related and believed ; and with which our own childhood may have been 
scared and alarmed : so, it would certainly be an unreasonable and absurd de- 
gree of scepticism, on the other, to reject as fabulous every relation of this 
sort, however well authenticated. Wise and good men have proved, by ar- 
guments amounting almost to demonstration, the absurdity of admitting the 
actual interference of a diabolical power in order to deceive mankind. And 
wise and good men, by evidence apparently as clear and satisfactory, have en- 
deavoured to establish the certainty of such interference in particular instan- 
ces. And this seems a good reason against pronouncing hastily upon the na- 
ture of the sorceries practised by the magicians of E^pt. 

We shall find ourselves equally in the dark, if we attempt to form our judg- 
ment, in the third place, on metaphysical notions. Our minds are exceeding- 
ly limited with respecito all objects, and particularly with respect to the na- 
ture of spirits. We know, from experience, that the soul, little as it compre- 
hends its own nature and essence, has a wonderful influence over every par- 
ticle of that body to which it is united : but we can form no notion of the 
power and influence, which spirits of a different order may possess over larger 
portions of matter, and even over our bodies, and, of consequence, over our 
minds. Much less are we able to conceive what an extent of power the 
Father of spirits may for wise purposes, have permitted to evil spirits, over the 
whole world of nature, which has fallen into disorder, and is labouring under 
the curse of Heaven, on account of man's apostacy. The limited nature of 
human understanding, therefore, likewise forbids us to decide too peremptorily 
on a subject so obviously involved in difficulty. 

Finally, the principles of religion here refuse to lend us their aid. In 
whatever tends to convey saving light to the soul, or peace to the conscience ; 
in all that relates to the government of the heart, or the wise conduct of the 
life, religion is ever at hand, and kindly offers her aid, nay, presses it upon 
us ; but, in questions of doubtful disputation, in which men rather aim at 
gratifying a restless curiosity, or wild imagination, than at improving the un- 
derstanding, or mending the heart, revelation rather checks and represses in- 
quiry, than promises or lends her assistance. It is sufficient then, for our 
purpose, to say, that of whatever nature were the incantations of the Egyp- 
tian magicians, and whatever their effects, the God of truth, by the hand of 
Moses and Aaron, put his infinite superiority beyond a possibility of doubt ; 
and extorted an acknowledgment of it from the mouths of the magicians 
themselves. Put though thej are put to sUence, and Pharaoh is confounded, 



Digitized by 



Google 



Lect. v. history of M08ES. 85 

hj the miracle of Aaron's rod swallowing up their rods, yet thej are not 
brought to see the insufficiency of their art, neither is he yet reduced to yield 
obedience to an authority asserted by so high a hand. A miracle, therefore, 
which only threatened, but continued harmless ; a miracle which proved fatal 
only to the instruments of sorcery and enchantment, failing to produce com- 
pliance, it becomes at length necessary to follow up the remonstrances of rea- 
son and humanity and the evidence of signs, powerful indeed, yet innocent, 
by the operation of signs that shall be felt : signs, which shall address them- 
selves to the understanding, and the senses, at once : and shall force convic- 
tion upon the most careless and incredulous. 

The river, the Nile, was the chief ground of glorifying to the Egyptians. 
It was the ornament of their country, and the source of its fertility. Deriv- 
ing the moisture, necessary to fructification, from thence, they vainly boat>ted 
tliat they were independent of the heavens ; standing in no need, like the 
rest of the world of the refreshing drops which fall from thence. Egypt, 
therefore, is first smitten, in the darling source of its pride ; and that which 
presumptuously put itself in the place of God, first feels the power of God ; 
and becomes, not a cause of vainglorious boasting, but a loathing and an 
abomination to its worshippers. Smitten with the awful rod, its waters are in- 
stantly and universally turned into blood. Horrid change : an inundation of 
the river too scanty, threatened a famine : an inundation too copious, threat- 
ened a deluge. But, O dreadful reflection ! the river no longer flows with 
that precious refreshing fluid, which gives drink and renewed vigour to thirsty 
man, to thirsty cattle, to the parched ground ; but a fluid which taints the air ; 
which excites abhorrence, instead of satisfying the' appetite ; and which kills 
what it contains, instead of communicating life and fruitfulness wherever it is 
dtfiused. And should it rise and swell, what is it 7 An abominable deluge 
of blood. Its streams had been oflen stained with the blood of Hebrew inno- 
cents ; and its savage master is now punished with seeing its vast channel 
filled, from shore to shore, with one crimson tide. In this awful glass we are 
made to see, that whatsoever men exalt into the room of God, and worship as 
God, will sooner or later become a loathing or a curse to them ; and that the 
instrument of their sin assuredly will be converted, at length, into the instru- 
ment of their punishment. 

*' And the magicians of Egypt did so with their enchantments.'* Foolish, 
unhappy men ; to try to increase an evil which was already intolerable ! If 
their art could have done any thing, it had been more wisely employed in en- 
deavouring to purify and sweeten those polluted streams. To succeed in 
multiplying blood was ruinous. The greater the power of their art, the more 
pernicious it was to themselves and to their country. And this is the whole 
extent of the boasted power of Satan : it is a power to do evil, a power to de- 
stroy : but a power destitute both of capacity and of inclination to do good. 
Whereas that of Heaven, though it be an ability to do evil, is an ability to this 
eflfect, which it exercises rarely, and with reluctance : whereas the doing of 
good, and the diffusing of happiness, is its habitual object, and its constant 
employment. — Vain man would be independent, and sometimes boast that he 
is so ; and yet, what is he 1 A creature sustained by bread, and refreshed by 
water ; he lives by respiring the air which he sucks in ; he depends, every 
instant of his existence, on the aid of every element Let the quantity or 
the qualities of any one of them be ever so little changed,- and that moment 
he bacoraes miserable. . One rainy 6t droughty season makes whole nations to 
languish ; the frost of a night destroys the hope of a year ; and a single blast 
of wind sends mighty navies to the bottom. There is no need of a miracle 
to ph&gue those whom God means to punish. All nature is at war with his ad- 
Tersariee : the stars, in their courses, fight against those who fight with God* 
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O may we never be so road as to provoke that Power by which we are contiiH 
ually supported, and from which we canuot flee ! ' 

After a chasti^ment so awful, who could have imagined that Pharaoh waa 
able still to stand out ? But the human heart exhibits a mystery of iniquity, 
which nothing but miltiplied experience could reader credible. The next 
summons has a threatening annexed to it ; and the moment of refosal is to be 
the moment of execution. The plague threatened, being particularly speci- 
fied beforehand, was likely to excite the greater alarm, and thereby to drive 
the offender to the means of prevention ; but, it would appear, Pharaoh des- 
pised it. What, terrified at a swarm of frogs ! vermin, loathsome indeed, but 
despicably harmless. How ignorantly do men estimate the judgments of 
GoD^ when they consider only the instrument which he employs. Men effect 
little with large and abuhdant means ; God performs wonders with things 
mean and contemptible. Is a haughty tyrant to be subdued 1 There is no 
need of more than twelve legions of angels ; an army of frogs, in the hand 
of God, is sufficient for the purpose. Agaiu the magicians are weak enough 
to assist the plague ; at least, they affect to lend their aid ; and rather than 
not be thought mighty, will seek to themselves a name by doing mischief. 
Again the river, which mmistered so much to their pride, is made the minister 
of avenging Heaven to punish them. As its waters were lately all blood, to 
poison the fishes which it contained, and to taint the air, so now they are all 
putrefaction, to give dreadful life to an innumerable race of odious vermin* 
for humbling tlie proud. Every creature is, and does, just that which Goi> 
would have it to be, and to do — it becomes either a bleshiug or a curse, at his 
command ! And, were we wise enough, to assist our weak, or to correct our 
erroneous vision, by the optics of the sanctuary, we should behold, under 
many a fair and flattering form, much loathsomeness and deformity. 

Pharaoh despised this plague, while it was only threatened, but feels it to 
be no slight one, when it falls upon him : and he is, in this respect, the imago 
of many a thoughtless sinner, who trifle with the judgments denounced in the 
word of God, till bitter experience teaches them, that every arrow from Um 
quiver oi the Abnighty is both penetrating and poisonous. The proud heart 
which refused to b^id, at length begins to break ; and a slow, lingering, par* 
tial, reluctant consent is given to the demand of Heaven ; and permission is 
graatedgto the people, to go, ** that they may do sacrifice unto the l^ord." — The 
concession, slight as it is, procures a respite^ Mercy, ever on the wing, flies 
to succour the miserable. 

We have seen Moses and Aaron executing (he judgments of avenging 
Heaven, by the agency of a rod. Christ himself is the powerful word, by 
which God made and sustains worlds ; the all potent instrument to save, and 
to destroy. ** With righteouimess shall he ^udge the poor, and reprove with 
equity, for the meek of the earth ; and he shaU smite the earth with the rod 
of hi« mouth, and with the breatk of has lips shaU he slay the wicked." Moses 
acted by a delegated power : Jesus has all power in himself. ** Moses 
Terily was faithful in all his house as a servant : but Christ as a son over his 
own house." The same Moses waa the deliverer of Israel, and the scourge 
of Egypt : the same Jesus, who is the author of eternal salvation to them that 
believe, ** shall be reveled from heaven, with his mighty angels, in flamiiig 
fixe : taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the 
gospel of our Lord-Jesus Christ." " All judgment is committed to the Son." 
*' He shall reign, till he hath put all hie enemies under his feel." ** The last 
enemy that shall be destroyed is death." 

** O death, where is thy sting 1 O grave, where is thy victory ? Thanks 
be to God^ which givetb us the victory tlarougb our Lord Jesus Christ." Araen« 
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LECTURE VI. 

EXODUS X. 7. 

iLad Pharaoh's aervaats said unto him, How lon^ shall this man be a snare unto us t Let the men 
go, that the^ majr serve the Lord their Grod : kno\%et(t iliou not yet, that Egypt is destroyed 7 

How very different an appearance do objects wear, according as they are 
beaaiified and exahed by the favour of Heaven, or blasted and disfigured by 
the cnree of an offended God ! Eden, before man's apostacy, Eden, fresh 
planted, by the sovereign hand of the Creator, containing every tree thai is 
pleasant to the sight and good for food, and in the midst of it was the tree of 
life ; but O sad reverse, the fatal effect of transgression ! '* Cursed is the 
ground for thy sake ; thorns and thistles shall it bring forth to thee ;'' and the 
tree of life is removed to happier regions, or guarded from guilty man's ap- 
proach, by the ^roing swords of the cherubim. The plain of Jordan, well 
watered every where, and beautiful as the garden of the Lord, delighted the 
eyes, and allured the heart of Lx)t, when he separated himself from his uncle 
Abraham. But O how awfully changed that once delicious spot ! The day 
when Lot went out of it, ** Abraham looked towards Sodom and Gomorrah, 
and towards all the land of the plain, and behek), and lo, the smoke of the 
country went up, as the smoke of a furnace." What a charming prospect did 
£lg3rpt present in the days of her glory ? Her fertile surface, covered with 
the silver flux of her stately, overflowing river, except where thousands of 
popaloos cities lifted up their proud heads to the skies ; or, when the river re- 
treated, her golden, luxuriant harvests waving with the fragrant wind. How 
changed the scene, when the Nile ran, not water, but blood : af^er the mur- 
raia bad destroyed all their cattle ; after the lightning and the hail had bla&ted 
every tpee, had devoured every herb, and the *' locusts had consumed what 
the hail had left !'' What makes earth resemble heaven ; and men like an- 
gek? The presence, the blessing, and the imagd of God! What once cov- 
ered the earth with water, and shall at length destroy it by fire ? What sinks 
men to the level of diabolical, damned spirits, and adds tenfold horror to 
gfcwmy hell ? The wrath of the Almighty, and the deprivation of his glori- 
oos siroihtade. Nature sinks under tli^ description and the denunciation of 
tiie divine displeasure. What must it be to endure its dreadful efiects, with- 
OQt totemiission, and without end ! 

Instead of going into a pu'ticular detail of the subsequent plagues where- 
with God afflicted Egypt, we shall suggest a few historical and practical r&- 
marks upon the subject in general, serving to unf<>ld the windings and the 
workings of the human heart, to ilhistrate and vindicate the ways of Proyi- 
4Mce, to expose the madness of striving against God, aad t# display the wis^ 
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dom, the safety and the happiness of submitting readily, cheerfully and uni- 
versally to the divine authority. 

And, first. We observe, that as God has many inconceivable methods of 
doing good to men ; so his power of punishing is unlimited, and the treasures 
of his wrath are far beyond what fear itself, which magnifies every object, 
can fancy. Of his glorious capacity and disposition to bless mankind, wha 
has not enjoyed the sweetest, and frequently repeated experience t Whose life 
is so short, as not to contain a history of l)enefits, a display of mercy, a pro- 
fusion of loving kindness, which astonish while they delight 1 Whose portion 
of felicity is so scanty, as not to exhibit wonders of goodness infinitely above 
the desert of angels ? What understanding is so brutish, what heart so un- 
grateful, as not to recur, at the first call, to a multitude of special blessings, 
pressing upon the memory, urging prior or superiour claims of acknowledge- 
ment and praise ? Need you to be told, ungrateful, forgetful children of men ! 
Need you to be told, the value of an uninterrupted and steady course of good 
health ; or of the more sensible benefit of recovery from sickness and pain ? 
Shall I send you back to years that are long past, or recall yesterday to your ^ 
recollection 1 Shall 1 remind you of that common bounty which gives you, 
day by day your daily bread ; or of that singular, shall I say miraculous, inter^ 
position, which seemed to drop down manna around your tabernacle ? Must all 
ages, and nations, and regions of the world be made to pass in review t>efore 
your eyes ; or will you confine your observation to your own moment of exist- 
ence, your own handbreadth of space, your own two or three acquaintances 
and contemporaries, your own pittance of knowledge ? Shall the glories of 
nature, or the wonders of Providence, be unfolded to your view 1 Will you 
contemplate the fatness and fragrancy of the fertile earth, or the vastness and 
brilliancy of the azure vault of heaven 1 Will you confine yourselves to things 
seen and temporal : or borne as on the eagle's wing, contemplate things which 
are unseen and eternal ? Will you converse with your fellow mortals on the 
surface of this molehill, or join in the songs and raptures of angels, who sur- 
rbund the throne, and of the spirits of just men made perfect, immortal intel- 
ligences, perfectly awake to the full perception of their blessedness 1 Choose 
you to dwell on the transitory comforts of the life that now is, or to anticipate 
the joys substantial, sincere and lasting, of that which is to come ? Creation 
spreads her fair, her ample, her splendid page to the delighted eye. The 
mysterious volume, sealed to the careless reackr as with seven seals, to the 
serious and attentive soul unveils the hidden wisdom of God, and, written 
with a sunbeam, there stands recorded the gracious purpose of Him wha 
** worketh all things after the counsel of his own will." 

Wouldst thou be satisfied, O man, that the great God has means innumera- 
ble, unutterable, incomprehensible, of conferring happiness on mankind? 
Think, O think, how he has loved the world, in the redemption of it by Christ 
Jesus ! Think how many demonstrations of grace meet in that one^ ** Qod- 
spared not his own Son, but gave him up for us all !" And when you have 
ruminated, and ruminated on the history of redeeming love ! when you have 
recovered from the astonishment and joy of contemplating what God Aizs done 
for you, lose yourself afresh in the prospect of what the Lord hath laid up 
for the heirs of salvation — ^in the prospect of that great, exceeding and **^ eter- 
nal weight of glory," " which eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, and of which 
it hath not entered into the heart of man" to form any adequate conception or 
idea ! Fly, O my soul, whithersoever thou wilt ; settle wherever thou wilt, in- 
finite goodness still supports thy flight, and settle thou must on the rock of 
ages at last. 

But, ah ! my friends, this God, almighty to save, is also mighty to destroy. 
A? his bounty is an inexhausted source of plenty to bless his firiends, so bi» 
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jdstice is a capacious quiver, stored with innamerable poisoned arrows, to shed 
the blood, to drink up the spirits of his adversaries. Think, in how many 
parts art thou vulnerable 1 In every particle of thy frame, in every faculty of 
thy aoali Every sense opens a passage for the entrance of an avenging God. 
The understanding at his command, expands to the dreadful perception of 
justice that will not bend ; of severity that knows not to relax ; of vengeance 
that admits not of pity. Memory, roused by that trumpet which awakes the 
dead, gives new form and substance to the hideous spectres of transgressions 
long since departed, and which were vainly imagined to be laid in the grave 
forever ; and the guilty wretch is dragged to the bitter recollection of what he 
once dwelt on with unhallowed delight, and now would fain bury in eternal 
oblivion ; or which he gladly would, at the price of worlds, redeem from the 
history of his wretched life. As memory, to fulfil the righteous judgment of 
God, can readily summon up all that is past, in order to awaken remorse, and 
inspire terror : so fear launches forth into the boundless, endless regions of 
futurity, and rouses despair ; and in the very abysses of burning hell, shudders 
at the thought of a deeper gulph, and of a hotter flame. Read, O sinner, the 
history of the plagues of Egypt, and tremble ! Suppose, for a moment, the 
cup wherewith thou art ready to quench thy burning thirst, instantly turned 
into blood, to the loathing of thy soul and thy flesh. Suppose thy body struck 
with an universal leprosy, or the dust under thy feet quickened into abomina- 
ble virmtn : the air around thy head impregnated with swarms of noisome in- 
sects ; thy sun extinguished for three tedious lingering days, and the thunder 
of ao angry God rolling over thy guilty, devoted habitation ; and suppose all 
this to be but the beginning of sorrow ; the mere threatenings of wrath to 
come ; woe that may l^ endured, torment that may expire : for ah ! 
from yonder fearful pit arises the smoke of a fire that shall not be quenched ; 
snooke that shall ascend forever and ever. I hear groans bursting from the 
bosom of despair ; and the rattling of everlasting adamantine chains. Behold 
the wild looks, the agonizing pangs of that poor rich man, when, from the 
flames of his torment, h/s beholds Lazarus in Abraham's bosom : when he be- 
holds heaven removed to an inaccessible distance : heaven disjoined by an 
unpassable gulph. Heaven, the rest of the weary, and the reward of the 
faithful, affords to him a momentary glimpse of its joys, only to embitter re- 
morse, only to pierce the soul with keener pangs, and to heat the furnace seven 
times hotter than it was before. " It is a fearful thing to fall into t^e hands 
of the Jiving God." 

Afler serious reflection npon these things, our second observation would 
seem ill founded, and destitute of all probability and truth, did not all history, 
and daily experience confirm the woeful certainty of it. It is this : that by 
frequent iudulgence, and inveterate habits of sin, the heart may at length be- 
come quite callous ; may be rendered equally insensible to the calls of mercy, 
and the alarms of justice. We are struck with astonishment, at the sight of a 
poor, infatuated wretch like Pharaoh, repeatedly braving that power which re- 
turned to crush and humble him, and slighting that grace which as often re- 
lented and afforded space and means for repentance. Would to God there 
were room to thipk the representation more unnatural than it is, and that the 
character of Pharaoh were a rarity in the world. But alas ! what is the life 
of most men, but an habitual fighting against God ? Upon whom falls the 
weight of our remark 1 Upon a few thoughtless, hardened wretches only, 
who have found out the secret of lulling conscience to rest ; who, having con- 
quered the sense of fear and of shame, commit iniquity with greediness ; who 
'* hide not their sin, like Sodom, but publish ii like Gomorrah 1" Let us not 
deceive ourselves, but watch over our own hearts, and " exhort one another 
daily, lest any be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin." " There stands 
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Pharaoh, the daring, the presumptuous siuner : whom goodoess could not 
mollify, nor judgments subdue ; and let him who is without sin cast the first 
stone at him. Who can flatter himself with the thought, that the errors of 
his life were the mere inadvertencies of haste and inattention ? Who can say 
of himself, ** This fault I corrected, as soon as I discovered it ? Having been 
once made sensible of the danger and wickedness of that sinful course, I in-> 
Btantly forsook it, and have returned to it no more. Smarting from the effects 
of my folly, 1 have never again dared to provoke the lash of roy Father's 
chastening rod. The resolutions which I made in the day of sickness, and 
sorrow, and calamity, I have faithfully remembered, and diligently kept. 
Vows made at the Lord's table, I have made conscience to perform. The 
threatenings of God'* word I have not disregarded ; the longsuffering of my 
God 1 have not abused." Alas ! alas ! the reverse of all this is the truth 
which condemns every one. Not a single, but repeated acts of intemperance, 
injustice, impurity, impiety ; not casual and undesigned expressions, but de- 
liberate aud indulged habits of falsehood, malevolence, selfishness and unchar- 
itableness, place us as criminals at the bar, by the side of Pharaoh, and forbid 
us to condemn him, because we also have sinned. What avails it me to say, 
that my offence is not the same with his 1 Perhaps I had neither power, nor 
inclination, nor opportunity, for committing that man's transgression. Have 
I therefore washed my hands in innocence ? Can I therefore plead, ** not 
guilty t" The great question is, Have I kept myself free from mine aum trans- 
gression ? A nd, spared of God to make the inquiry — let Pharaoh's impenitence, 
and Pharaoh's doom, awaken us to a sense of our danger ; and urge a speedy 
flight from the wrath that is to come. 

Thirdly, this history leads us to remark the great difference between the 
slow, reluctant, partial submission of fear, and the prompt, cheerful and unre- 
served compliance of a grateful and affectionate heart. Pharaoh, like a sul- 
len, sturdy slave will not move a step< till stimulated by a fresh application of 
' the whip ; the moment that the pain of the stripe ceases, he stands still, or 
turns back. The first summons is treated by him with insolence and scorn ; 
and he resolves that Israel shall not have a single moment's relaxation from 
their burthens. Brought to himself by a few strokes of the rod of God's an- 
ger, he yields a tardy consent to the intermission of their labours for a little 
while, and to their doing sacrifice to their God : but it must be '* in the land 
where they dwelt, even in Egypt." That alternative being rejected, and a 
new demand made, backed with a new threatening, and followed with a new 
plague, he agrees to permit the male part of Israel, who were arrived at man's 
estate, to resort to the place appointed ; but he is determined to detain their 
wives, children and cattle as hostages for their return. Constrained, at length, 
by dint of judgments, to let the whole congregation depart, he endeavours to 
stipulate, that they should not go very far off; and not till broken by the last 
dreadful plague, can he be brought to resign his usurped authority over the 
freeborn sons of God. 

We often find men pretending to make a merit of giving up what it is no 
longer in their power to retain. Afler a man has squandered away his means, 
in riot and extravagance, deserves he praise for living sparingly ? Another 
has ruined his constitution by intemperance ; is his forced continence an ob- 
ject of admiration ? By no means. He has discontinued his debaucheries 
through disability, not from inclination and conviction of his error. Old age 
has debilitated a third I is he therefore virtuous 1 No, no : his vices have for- 
saken Atm, not he his vices. When a man serves through fear, he does no 
more than he, needs must ; but love is liberal and generous, and stands not 
questioning, ** yea hath God said ?" but, ever on the watch, ever on the wing, 
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the moment that tbe voice of Qod is heard, it is ready to reply, " Here am I, 
Lord, send me." This leads me to remark. 

Fourthly, The wisdom of giving up, at the command of God, with alacrity 
what we must give up at last, whether we will or not. What a pitiful 
figure does Pharaoh make in the end ! baffled in every attempt, driven out of 
«vcry fortress, dishonoured in the eyes of his own servants, transmitted to 
latest posterity a monument of pride and impotence. Were not the proud 
inan blind and infatuated, he woald yield through self-love ; he would submit to 
preserve his own consequence, at least the appearance of it Unhappily for 
us, our will stands but too often in opposition to tbe will of God. When they 
come to clash, who ought in reason to give way 1 Who must of necessity 
submit 1 Knowest thou not, O man, that to destroy thyself, thou needest but 
to follow thy own headstrong inclination : knowest thou not, that the gratifi« 
cation, not the disappointment of illicit desire, is ruinous ? But who ever 
made a sacrifice of inclination to duty, and had reason to repent of it 1 Who 
knows not, that to yield submission is to obtain a triumph 1 In a contention 
where there is a probability, or even a possibility of our prevailing, it may be 
worth while to risk a combat ; but who, except a madman, will seek to en-> 
counter a foe by whom he is sure to be defeated 1 And yet, in that mad, that 
ruinous strife, see how many are engaged ! Behold the stars in their courses 
ranged on the part of their Creator ; behold all nature standing in arms to 
espouse his cause ; and who must be overcome ? Against whom is this for-^ 
midable, preparation made 1 There stands the enemy, in all his weakness 
and folly ; a crawling worm on a dunghill provoking his fate, tampering with 
eternal ruin, hardening himself against God, and yet thinking to proi^ier^ 
The influence of no malignant star is necessary to blast him ; there is a neces- 
sity for no earthquake to swallow him up : no archangel armed with a sword 
of fire, need descend to cut him asunder : his breath is in his own nostrils ; 
he is sinking into his dust ; his own ridiculous efforts are wasting and consum- 
ing him. Foolish creature and unwise ! why wilt thou contend longer t 
'* Wherefore shouldst thou be stricken any more 1'* Constrain not him to be 
thy foe who has towards thee the disposition of the best of friends, and who is 
mighty to save, even ^' to the uttermost, them that come unto hin^/' 

Fiflhly, In the course of these dreadful plagues, we observe^ not only the 
pride of man effectually humbled, but the power of Satan trampled in the 
dust, under the feet of the Most High. It is highly interesting to observOf by 
what gradual steps the enemy and the avenger is laid low, till he is at length 
destroyed. Presumption, at first, induces him, in confidence of a permitted 
power, to enter the lists and to try his strength with God. Aaron's rod is 
turned into a serpent. The magicians attempt the same, and succeed. Their 
rods also become serpents. But Aaron's rod swallowed up their rods. By 
and by the water of the river is turned into blood, and the fishes die. Th^ 
magicianat by their enchantments, madly assist the plague, and acquire a lit- 
tle transitory reputation, by doing mischief. Flushed with this farther success, 
they go on to imitate the miracles of Moses and Aaron ; but, to their confu- 
sion, they fail there, where it seemed most probable that they should with 
greatest ease support their fame. That loathsome vermin, lice, is to be pro- 
duced miraculously, which slovenliness and filth naturally produce without 
any effort. At the word of Moses the dust of the land is transformed into 
this noisome, nauseous insect. But the whole power of hell cannot effect, at 
the time, and in the manner which it would, what time and carelessness alone, 
in the usual course of things, would certainly have produced : and they feet 
themselves attacked with a plague which their art could not brinff upon others* 
Finally, after having become the subjects of a miraculous calamity which 
might be borne, they are at length atucked with one absolutely intolerabl^i 
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which driven them from the competition : they gire up their silly arts of sor- 
cery, and attempt to rival the true God no more. And thus, when the mys- 
tery of godliness shall be finished, an astonished world shall behold the 
sleight and de? ices of Satan falling upon his own head, his momentary tri- 
umphs covering him with more accumulated disgrace, and his infernal malice 
and diabolical craft made ministering servants to the wisdom and goodness of 
God. A good reason, among many others, why we should judge nothing 
rashly before the time till the Lord cometh, who shall bring light out of obscu- 
rity, and fully vindicate his ways to men. 

Sixthly, We observe how unlike the latter ends of things are to their be- 
ginnings. The world laughs at the idea of two feeble old men, issuing forth 
from a desert, the patrons of liberty ; to force a mighty prince, and a powerful 
nation, to listen to the dictates of justice and humaniy, and to liberate a mil- 
lion of wretched creatures, whose spirits were totally broken by their miseries, 
and who seemed to have lost even the inclination of vindicating their own 
rights. Pharaoh despised them ; the magicians defied them ; Israel distrusted 
them ; they themselves are ready to sink under the difficulty aitd danger of 
the enterprise. But, conducted of Heaven, they attempt, they proceed, they 
prosper, they overcome. They invade Egypt, two solitary, unsupported in- 
dividuals ! They leave it at the head of six hundred thousand men, fit to bear 
arms, with a corresponding number of females, besides old men and children, 
and a mixed multitude of non-descript persons ; bidding defiance to the whole 
ibroeof a wiso and populous, and warlike country. And we see them in the 
coarse of a few years taking forcible possession of one of the strongest, most 
impracticable and best defended countries in the world. 

I need but hint to you the counterpart of this. Behold the unconnected 
son of a carpenter, at the head of twelve simple, illiterate fishermen, attack- 
ing the religious establishments of the whole globe, and prevailing. Behold 
him, armed with a few plain facts, and a few doctrines as plain, overturning 
the whole fiibric of heathen mythology and worship ; ingrafting on the stock 
of Moses, and the legal dispensation, a scion fit>m a nobler root ; which has 
swallowed up the parent tree, has filled the earth with its branches, is feeding 
the nations to this day with its firuit, and is likely to maintain its place till all 
the gracions pmrposes of Heaven are accomplished. ** It is the Lord's doing, 
and it is raarvelloas in our eyes." ** When the world by wisdom knew not 
Gon, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching, to save them that be* 
Kev'e." The next Lecture will, by divine favour, exhibit the institution and 
cekbration of the first passover, with the event which gave occasion to it 
May God bless what has been spoken. To him be glory and honour forever 
and ever. 
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EXODUS XII. 1, 2, 3. 

Aad tbe Lord q>ak« unto Moses and Aaron in the land of Eeypt, sayinf , Hits month shall be unto 
jroa tbe bciginnur of months ; it shall be the first month of the year to you. Speak unto all the 
concregatiQo of Israel, saying, In the tenth day of this month ibey shall take to inem every man a 
laniD, according to the house of their fathers, a lamb for an house. 

In the history of all nations, there are eras and events of peculiar impor- 
tance, which extend their influence to future ages and generations, and are 
fondJj commemorated bj latest posterity. Hence, every day of the revolving 
year becomes, in its course, to one people or another, the anniversary of some- 
thing memorable which befel their forefathers, and is remembered by their 
sons with triumph or with sorrow. Most of the religious observances which 
have obtained in the world, when traced up to their source, are found to origi- 
nate in providential dispensations ; and history thereby becomes the best in- 
terpreter of customs and manners. It is a most amusing employment, to ob- 
serve the operation and progress of the human mind in this respect ; and to 
consider how variously different men, and at different periods, have contrived 
to traasmit to their children the memory of similar achievements, successes, 
or disasters. A great stone set up on end, a h^ap of stones, a mound of 
earth, and the like, were, in the earlier, ruder, simpler state of the world, the 
monuments of victory ; and to dance around them with songs, on an appoint- 
ed day, was the rustic commemoration of their rude and simple posterity. 
The triumphs and the death of heroes came, in process of time, to be remem* 
bered with conviviality and mirth, or with plaintive strains and solemn dirges. 
The hoary bard varied and enlivened the feast, by adapting to his rough voice 
or rougher harp the uncouth rhymes which he himself had composed, in 
praise of departed gallantry and virtue. As arts were invented and improved, 
the wise, the brave and the good were preserved from oblivion by monuments 
more elegant, more intelligiUe, and more lasting. A more correct style of 
poetry, and a sweeter melody were cultivated. Sculpture and painting con- 
veyed to children's children an exact representation of the limbs and linea- 
ments of the venerable men who adorned, who instructed, who saved their 
country. And thus, though dead, they continued to live and act in the ani- 
mated canvass, in the breathing brass, or the speaking marble. At length, 
tbe pen of the historian took up the cause of merit, and diffused over the 
whde globe, and handed down to the very end of time the knowledge of the 
persons and of the actions which should never die. 

We are this evening to bestow our attention upon an institution altogether 
•f divine appointment, intended to record an event of singular importance ta 
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the nation immediatelj affected by it, and which, according to its intention 
and in its consequences, has inyolved a great part of mankind. 

Moses and Aaron having, as the instruments in the hand of Proyidence,^ 
chastised Egypt with nine successive and severe plagues, inflicted in the view 
of procuring Israel's release, are at length dismissed by the unrelenting tyrant, 
with a threatening of certain death, should they ever again presume to come 
into his presence. Moses takes him at his word, and bids him a solemn, a 
long, and everlasting farewell. When men have finally banished from them 
their advisers and monitors, and when God has ceased to be a reprover tb 
them, their destruction cannot be very distant. Better it is to have the law to 
alarm, to threaten and to chastise us, than to have it in anger altogether with- 
drawn. Better is a conscience that disturbs and vexes than a conscience laid 
fast asleep, than a conscience *' seared as with a hot iron." 

What solemn preparation is made for the tenth and last awful plague of 
Egypt ! God is about to reckon with Phar;%oh and his subjects, for the blood 
of the Israelitish male children, doomed from the womb to death, by his cruel 
edict His eye pitied not nor spared the anguish of thousands of wretched 
mothers, bereaved of their children the instant they were born ; and a righte- 
ous God pities, spares him not in the day of visitation. 

The circumstances attending this tremendous calamity are strikingly calcu- 
lated to excite horror. First, God himself is the immediate author of it. 
Hitherto He had plagued Egypt by means and instruments ; '* Stretch out thy 
hand :" " Say unto Aaron, Stretch forth thy hand with thy rod." But now 
it is, '* I will go out into the midst of Egypt." *' And it came to pass that at 
midnight the Lord smote all the first-born in the land of Egypt, from 
the first-born of Pharaoh that sat on his throne, unto the first-born of 
the captive that was in the dungeon, and all the first-born of cattle." 
As mercies coming immediately from the hand of our heavenly Father are 
sweeter and better than those which are communicated through the chan- 
nel of the creature ; so judgments, issuing directly from the stores of divine 
wrath, are more terrible and overwhelming. The sword of an invading foe 
is a dreadful thing, but infinitely more dreadful is the sword of a destroying 
angel, or the uplifted hand of God himself. 

Secondly, The nature and quality of the calamity greatly increase the weight 
of it. It is a wound there, where the heart is most susceptible of pain ; an 
evil which undermines hope ; hope, our refuge and our remedy under other 
evils. The return of another favourable season, may repair the wastes and 
compensate the scarcity of that which preceded it. A body emaciated or ul- 
cerated all over, may recover strength, and be restored to soundness ; and 
there is hope that the light of the sun may return, even afler a thick darkness 
of three days. But what kindness of nature, what happy concurrence of cir- 
cumstances, can reanimate the breathless clay, can restore an only son, a first- 
born, stricken with death ? 

The universality of this destruction is a third horrid aggravation of its woe. 
7t fell with equal severity on all ranks and conditions ; on the prince and the 
peasant ; on the master and the slave. From every house the voice of misery 
bursts forth. No one is so much at leisure from his own distress as to pity, 
soothe or relieve that of his wretched neighbour. 

Fourthly, The blow was struck at the awful midnight hour, when every ob- 
ject assumes a more sable hue ; when fear, aided by darkness, magnifies to ^ 
gigantic size, and clothes in a more hideous shape the real and fantastical, the 
seen and the unseen disturbers of silence and repose. To be prematurely 
awakened lout of sleep by the dying groans of a friend suddenly smitten, to 
be presented with the ghastly image of death in a darling object lately seep 
ftad enjoyed in perfept health, to be forced to the acknowledgement of the 
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great and holy Lord God, by such an awful demonstration d 

power ! what terror and astonishment could equal this 1 p 

The keen reflec^on that all thb accumulated distress mij "^ 

Tented, was another cruel ingredient in the embittered cup. i 
now accuse their desperate madness, in provoking a power, ; 
and so forcibly warned them of their danger ? If Pharai 
feeling, how dreadful must have been the pangs which he tCTT, whBe be re- 
flected, that after attempting to destroy a hapless, helpless race of strangers, 
who lay at his mercy, by the most unheard of cruelty and oppression, he had 
now ruined his own country, by an obstinate perseverance in folly and impie- 
ty ; that he had become the curse and punishment of a nation, of which he 
was bound by his office to be the father and protector ; and that his own hopes 
were now blasted in their fairest, most flattering object, the heir of his throne 
and empire, because he regarded not the righu of humanity and mercy in the 
treatment of his vassals. 

Finally, if their anguish admitted of a still higher aggravation, the distinct 
tion from first to last made between them and Israel, the blessed exemption 
which the oppressed Hebrews had enjoyed from all these calamities, especially 
from this last death, must have been peculiarly mortifying and aflUctive. 
*' But against any of the children of Israel shall not a dog move his tongue, 
against man or beast ; that ye may know how that the Lord doth put a difiler* 
ence between the Egyptians and Israel." This partakes of the nature of that 
misery which the damned endure ; who are represented as having occasional, 
distant and transitory glimpses of the blessedness of heaven, only for their 
punishment, only to heighten the pangs of their own torments. Of the ap- 
proach of their other woes, these unhappy persons had been repeatedly warn- 
ed. But this, it would appear, came iipon them suddenly and in a moment. 
They had gone to rest in security. The short respite which they enjoyed 
frt>m suffering had stilled their apprehension ; ** 9urcly,*' said they, ^' the bit- 
terness of death is past" But ah ! it is only the deceitful calm which pre- 
cedes the hurricane or the earthquake. Let men never dream of repose from 
the righteous judgment of God, whatever they may have already endured, till 
they have forsaken their sins, and fled for refuge in the divine mercy. 

It is now worth While to consider the notice given to God's own people of 
this approaching evil, and the means which were appointed and employed to 
secure them from being involved in the general ruin. The event so destruc- 
tive to Egypt, was intended to be the era of their liberty, and the means of 
their deliverance. They had hitherto reckoned the beginning of their year 
from the month Tisri, which answers to our September ; which, as they sup- 
posed, was the time when the creation was begun and completed ; but they 
are now positively enjoined to begin to reckon from the month A bib or Nisan, 
that ifl, March, in memory of a new creation ; whereby their condition was to- 
tally changed, from servitude of the most abject kind, into freedom the most 
exalted and perfect, even the glorious liberty of the sons of God. They are 
distinctly informed of the stroke which Providence was meditating against 
Egypt, and of the precise time when the blow was to be struck. They are 
accordingly directed to two things ; First, to provide for their own safety ; and, 
secondly, to hold themselves in perfect readiness to take advantage of the per- 
mission to depart, whibh the panic occasioned by the death of the flrst-born 
should extort from Pharaoh. For the former of these purposes, every partic- 
ular family, or the two adjoining, in proportion to their number, the lowest, 
according to the Jewish writers, being not under ten, nor the highest above 
twenty, were commanded to choose out, and to set apart, every household, a 
male lamb, or kid, of a particular description, on the tenth day of the month, 
and to kill it on the evening of the fourteenth. The flesh of the victim was 
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commancled to be eaten by every several household apart, roasted with fire. 
Tliey were all enjoined carefully to keep within their houses. And the blood 
of the sacrifice was to he taken and sprinkled on the two side-posts, and the 
upper doorpost of every house where it was eaten. This sprinkling of the 
blood was to be the token of God's covenant, and a protection to the families 
80 distinguished, from the sword of the avenging angel. 

But, a positive institution so immediately from heaven, an institution so full 
of meaning and instruction, of such celebrity in the history of the world, and 
connected so closely with an ordinance of still greater notoriety, and of muciv 
more extensive influence, an ordinance of much longer duration, and which 
commemorates an event of infinitely greater importance, surely demands the 
most minute attention, and the most serious inquiry. We pretend not to com- 
prehend, and therefore undertake not to explain every particular circumstance 
of this solemn, divine institution : but the moral and religious design is, in 
general so obvious, that a reader of ordinary capacity has but to run over it 
with a common degree of seriousness and attention, in order to understand 
what the Spirit of God is saying in it, for the edification of mankind. 

And first, God was about to distinguish Israel by special marks of his &- 
vour. In order to this, they must carefully distinguish themselves by a punc- 
tual observance of his command. Is more expected of an Israelite than of 
an Egyptian ? Undoubtedly. The blessings which come down from above, 
from the Father of lights, are not mere arbitrary and capricious effusions of 
liberality, falling upon one spot, and passing by another without reason or de- 
sign. No, they are the wise and gracious recompense of an intelligent, ob- 
serving and discriminating Parent, to faithful, affectionate and obecuent chil- 
dren. Israel had been forewarned of the ensuing danger to no purpose, had 
one iota or tittle relating to the ordinance of the paschal lamb t>een neglected. 
Calamity is to be avoided, not by foreknowing that it draws nigh, but by run- 
ning to a place of safety. Salvation by Christ, consists, not merely in head- 
knowledge of his person, doctrine and work ; but in a cordial receiving and 
resting upon bin) alone for salvation, as he is freely offered to us in the gospel, 
for *' wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption." The 
careful selection, then, of a proper victim, and the exact application of it, ac- 
cording to the commandment, have a plain and an instructive meaning. 

Secondly, As Israel was to depart in haste, the Spirit of God was pleased to 
enjoin a memorial of that haste, in the quality of the bread which they were 
to use, during the celebration of this festival. When liberty, dear liberty is 
in view, who so silly as to care whether the taste be gratified or not, for a few 
days, with a less palatable kind of food ? Our most perfect enjoyments in 
this world, and our highest attainments have a mixture of bitterness or of in- 
sipidity attending them : like the flesh of lambs eaten with bitter herbs, and 
unfermented bread. The Jews, we know, were singularly diligent and curi- 
ous, in searching out and removing from their houses every thing Jeavened, 
during this sacred season. With superstitious scrupulousness, they prepared 
unleavened bread for themselves, and the poor for months before the solej^n 
day arrived. A few days previous to the feast they cleansed all their vessels 
and furniture. What could stand the fire, they purified with fire ; what could 
not, they dipped in or rinsed with water. Their marble mortars they had 
hollowed anew. The night preceding the day of unleavened bread, they 
lighted wax tapers, and prepared for a general search after every remainder of 
leaven. The master of the family began the ceremony with this solemn ad- 
dress to God; ** Blessed art thou, O Lord, who has commanded us^to put 
away all that is leavened out of our houses." All the males of the household ; 
master, children, domestics, assisted in searching the whole house over, and 
examined into the most secret corners, lest peradventure some lurking 
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particle of leavened bread, or fermented dough, might have been overlooked, 
in order to its being destroyed. As if this had not been sufficient, that the 
family might be purged of at least all intentional violation of the command- 
ment, the father of it concluded the search with this solemn execration : 
" Let all the leaven that is in my house, and which I have not been able to 
find out or to remove, be scattered, and become like the smallest dust of the 
earth.*' An inspired apostle is our interpreter of this part of the paschal ob- 
servance ; so that we can be at no loss about the meaning of the Spirit in its 
institution. *' Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, 
as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven ; neither with the leaven 
of malice and wickedness ; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and 
truth."* The scrupulous exactness of the Jews, in their literal obedience to 
the commandment, is a severe and just reproof of many, too many professing 
christians, who rush to the celebration of the gospel passover with little pre- 
paration or seriousness ; and some, alas! deliberately hoarding up in their 
hearts, and secretly, greedily feeding upon " the old leaven of malice and 
wickedness." 

Thirdly, the victim itself claims our most serious attention. " A male 
lamb, of the first year," — " without blemish," to be taken, on the tenth day of 
the month from his dam, kept apart for four days, and then killed ! These are 
all tender and touching considerations. ** A lamb :" the most innocent and 
gentle of animals ; in the idea and language of all ages and nations, another 
name for gentleness, harmlessness and simplicity ; removed early from its only 
comfort and protection, its fond mother's side ; deprived of liberty, and des- 
tined to bleed by the sacrificing knife. Who can think of his plaintive bleat- 
ingg, during the days of separation, without being melted t What Israelitish 
heart so insensible, as not to yearn at the thought, that his own life, and the 
comfort of bis family were to be preserved, at the expense of the life of that 
inoflensive little creature, whom he had shut up for the slaughter, and which, 
in unsuspicious confidence, ticked the hand lifted up to shed its blood ? 

We have not long to search for the spirit and substance of this part of the 
institution : for all Scripture presses upon our notice, ** the Lamb of God, 
who taketh away the sin of the world ;" slain, ** in the eternal purpose, from 
and before the foundation of the world ; holy, harmless, and undefiled ;" 
" delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of GoD"t — suffer- 
ing ** the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God." Who was 
wounded for our transgressions, who was bruised for our iniquities : the chas- 
tisement of our peace was upon him, and with his stripes we are healed :" 
the Lord laying on him ** the iniquity of us all ;" withdrawn, separated (irom 
the bo6om of his Father— delivered into the hands of men — pouring out his 
soul unto death. 

It was to be •• a lamb of the Jtirst year" eight days old at the least ; a year 
at the most. Not less than eight days, say the Jews, that there might inter- 
vene one Sabbath firom the birth of the victim ; and that so the sacredness of 
this holy festival might render it worthy of being ofiered unto God. More 
probably, because that, till then the animal was considered as too near a state 
of imperfection or impurity. It was not to exceed one year; because to that 
age it retains its lamblike harmlessness and simplicity. Superstition, which 
is ever sinking the spirit in the letter, has asserted, that a single hour beyond 
the year vitiated the victim, and rendered it profane. 

But the figure, without straining for a resemblance, presents unto us Jesus, 
" a Son born, and a Saviour given ;" ours firom the manger, ours to the tomb. 

♦ 1 Cor. V. 7, 8. i Acts ii. M. 
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His days cut off in the midst : at that period of life when 'men are coming to 
their prime of vigour, beauty and usefulness. *' A lamb without blemish.'^ 
Those who love to fritter away the spirit and meaning of divine institutions in 
literal interpretation, have gone into a particular enumeration of the various 
kinds of blemishes which disqualified a sacrifice upon this occasion ; and 
these they have multiplied to considerably above fifty. And what folly has taken 
pains to invent, superstition has been idle and weak enough to fi^ow. The 
later Rabbins tell us, that the lamb was set apart four days before the sacrifice, 
in order to afibrd time and opportunity to inquire into its soundness and per- 
fection ; that if any unobserved spot should appear, there might be time to 
reject it, and to substitute another in its room. The law itself is plain and 
simple ; and no good Israelite, of common sense, with the sacred charter in 
his hand, could possibly mistake its meaniqg ; which is simply to signify, that 
the good God is to be served with the choicest and best of every thing. But 
the law evidently looked further than to the mere corporeal perfection or de- 
fects of a silly lamb : and we should but ill understand both the text and the 
commentary, did we not look through the whole type to Him who is '* without 
spot and blemish ;" who, though born of a sinful mother, '* did no sin ;" who 
lived many years in the ** midst of a sinful and adulterous generation,'* with- 
out contracting any taint of moral pollution : in whom ** the prince of this 
world, when he came, found nothing;" and whom his agents, Judas and Pon- 
tius Pilate, the instruments of his condemnation and death, were constrained 
to acquit. *' I have sinned and betrayed innocent blood ;" said the one. 
** Take ye him, and crucify him, for I find no &ult in him.'* said the other. 
'* And when the centurion saw what was done he said. Surely this was the 
Son of God!" 

The very act of selecting the one victim from among many, must have beeri 
an affecting office. Why should this innocent creature bleed and die, rather 
than another ? Why should the notice of my eye, or his accidentally present- 
ing himself first of the flock, or his superiour beauty and strength, or the de- 
termination of the lot, doom him, in preference to the slaughter 7 But one 
must die. Here the choice is fixed ; and pity must not spare what heaven has 
demanded. These emotions of compassion must have been frequently excit^ 
ed during the four days of separation. The plaintive bleating, issuing from a 
tender, aching heart, robbed at once of its natural food, protection and com- 
fort ; feeling the bitterness of death in the deprivation of maternal care and 
tenderness ; the mournfully pleasing employment of supplying the devoted 
victim with aliment, up to the appointed hour ; the cherishing and sustaining 
with solicitude, that life to-day, which the strong hand of necessity must take 
away to-morrow ; all these awaken a thousand undescribable feelings. How 
the heart is wrung, as oflen as the eye, or the ear, or the baud, is attracted to 
attend or to minister to the little trembling prisoner ! At length the fatal mo- 
ment is come : and the afflicting alternative presses, '* This innocent, or my 
own first-born must suffer. If my heart relent, lo, the flaming sword of the 
destroying angel is within my habitation. My resolution is formed. There is 
no room tor deliberation. Die thou, that my son may live." 

But the paschal victim could have no presentiment of its approaching fate. 
Happy in its ignorance, it could die but once. Christians, need your eyes be 
directed to your great gospel passover 1 Behold your atonement— deliberate- 
ly chosen of God ; fixed upon, in the maturity of eternal counsels ; under the 
pressure of the great decree ; voluntarily presenting and surrendering him- 
self! — Behold him continually admonished of his approaching sufferings and 
death ; by his own divine prescience, by the perpetual insults and violence of 
wicked men, by the descent of Moses and Elias to the mount of transfigura- 
tion. ** The decease which he should accomplish" at length, *' at Jerusa- 
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lem," was coDtiaaally afsomiDg a blacker and a blacker cotnplexioiiy from be» 
ing foreseen, foreknown, and more keenly felt, as the hour drew nigh. Lo, 
he ** treads the wine-press alone." The dreadful Conflict is begun. What 
^' strong crying with tears" do I hear ? ** Father, if it be possible, let this 
cup pass from me." What '* great drops of blood" do I see, distilling from 
isvery pore, and *' falling to the ground !" Ah \* the unrelenting executioner 
has begun to perform his infernal task : and yet, the bleeding *' Lamb opens 
not his mouth." What sigh is that which pierces my soul ? What strange 
accents burst upon my astonished ear t '' My God i my God ! why hast thoa 
forsaken me 1" The conflict is at an end. He bows his head, *' It is fii|ish- 
ed." The victim has '* poured out his soul unto death." He has given up 
the ghost. These *' things the angels desire to look into." 

" O the depth of the riches, both of the wisdom and love of God ! How 
unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out !" Who can 
*< comprehend what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height s" who 
'* oan know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge!" 
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LECTURE TIIL 

EXODUS XII. 26, 27. 

And itriiail com6 to pam, #ben your cfaiMreii shaH sariuito you, What miaa yoa by this M^vicet 
That ya shall say, it is^the sacnfice of the Lord^ passover, who pMsed over the houses of the 
childrea of Israel in Egypt, when he smote the £^tia», and delivered our houses. Atid the 
people bowed the head and worshipped. 

WITll 

PSALM XCI. S, 6, 7, 8. 

Thoo shalt not be afraid for th^ terror by nie bt, itor for the arrow thAt flieth by day ; nor for the oesti- 
lence that walketh in darkness ; nor lor the destruction that wasteth at nooiiday. A thousand shall 
foil at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand ; but it shall not come nigh thee. Only with 
tkiae eyes shalt thou behoM, and see the reward 6{ the wicked. 

The great Jehovah, in all the works of his hands, and in all the wajrs ot 
his providence, is ever preparing still grander displays of his divine perfection 
than those which have been already submitted to our view. This visible crea- 
tion, (air, and vast, and magnificent as it is, being composed of perishing ma* 
terials, and destined, in the eternal plan, to a temporary duration, is passing 
away, to give place to " new heavens, and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness.'' He who made all things at first, saith, " Behold, I make all 
things new.'* The whole Jewish economy, " The adoption, and the glory, 
and the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service of God, and the 
promises :" The patriarchs and the prophets, with all they said, acted and 
Vol. III. 8 
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wrote, were but " the preparatioD of the gospel of peace ;" and all issue is 
Christ the Lord, '* in whom all the promises are yea, and amen, to the glorj 
of God the Father.'* And the kingdom of graces under the great Redeemer, 
is only leading to the kingdom of glory. 

It is both pleasant and useful, to observe the nature, the occasion and the 
design, of sacred institutions. A closer inspection generally discovers much 
fnore than is apparent at first sight The ordinance of the passover owes iti^ 
institution to an event of considerable importance in the history of mankind ; 
and its abrogation to a still greater. Its celebration commemorates the de- 
struction of all the first-born in Egypt, and the redemption of Israel. Its 
abolition marks that most memorable era, the death of God's own eternal Son, 
and the redemption of a lost world, by the shedding of his precious blood. It 
is not therefore to be wondered at, if, in an ordinance which was intended to 
expire in the sacrifice of the great '* Lamb of Atonement," slain ** from the 
foundation of the world," its divine Author should have thought proper to en- 
join many particulars, which figuratively and symbolically pointed out '^ good 
things to come," as well as literally expressed good things present. 

Several of these significant circumstances, we took occasion to point out to 
you in the last Lecture. The commencement of the year was changed. The 
memory of nature's birth was sunk as it were in the memory of the churches 
deliverance ; and a joyful expectation was excited of the gradual approach of 
*• the fulness of time," the day, the new year's day of the world's redemption. 
In that sacred festival was seen, God drawing nigh to his Israel, in loving kind- 
ness, tender mercy and faithfulness ; and Israel drawing nigh to their God, in 
gratitude, love and obedience. The feast was prepared by the removal of all 
leaven, the emblem of ** malice and wickedness ;" and eaten with unleaven- 
ed bread, the emblem of ** sincerity and truth." The victim was appointed 
to be a ** lamb of the first year, without blemish," chosen firom among the 
flock, set apart and killed, to preserve the life of him who poured out, and 
sprinkled its blood ; the figure of Him who was to come ; " the Lamb of God, 
who beareth the sin of the world ;" holy, harmless, gentle, patient ; ** deliv- 
ered according to the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God :" '* suf- 
fering, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God." We are now 
to continue the subject. 

All Israel was engaged in the same service at the same instant of time, and 
for the self-same reason. All had descended from the same common stock, all 
were included within the bond of the same covenant, all were involved in the 
same general distress, all were destined of Heaven to a participation in the 
same salvation. They appear, ,in the paschal solemnity, a beautiful and an 
instructive representation of the great, united, harmonious family of God ; 
who are *' one body, one spirit, and are called in one hope of their calling :" 
**^ who have one Lord, one faith, one baptism :^-one God and Father of all, 
who is above all, through all, and in all." And they are all coming, '^ in the 
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ."* . 

As the Church in general had one and the same sacrifice, a lamb of the 
description which has been mentioned ; so every particular family or neigh- 
bourhood, according to their number, had their own particular sacrifice, and 
in that their particular protection and repast. The charity which comprehend- 
ed the whole Israel of God, was thus invigorated and enlivened by being col- 
lected and concentered ; and the sacred fire of love, which was in danger of be- 
ing extinguished by being dispersed too extensively, being thus confined with- 

* Eph. iv. 4, 6, 6, 13. 
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in a narrower circle, lighting on fewer and nearer objects, and aided by recip^ 
rocai sympathy and ardour, was blown up into a purer flame. A h^py pre- 
figuration of the blessed influence of the gospeh and of its sacred institutions, 
to rectify, to rivet, and to improve the charities of private life : to shed peace 
and joy upon every condition and relation ; gradually to expand the heart, 
through the progressive, continually enlarging circles of natural affection, 
friendship, love of country, love of mankind, love to all the creation of God. 

What must it have been to an Israelitish parent, standing with bis children 
around him, to eat the Lord's passover, to reflect, that while the arrows of the 
Almighty were falling thick upon the tents of Ham, his tabernacle was secur- 
ed from the stroke : 3iat while all the first-born in Egypt were bleeding by the 
hand of the destroying angel ; of him, a holy and righteous God demanded 
no victim, but one from the flock ; spared a darling son, and accepted the 
blood of a lamb ! What must have been the emotions of the Israelitish first- 
born themselves, at that awful hour, to reflect on the state of their unhappy 
neighbours, of the same description with themselves, and on their own condi- 
tion, had justice, untempered with mercy, struck the blow ! Such as this, 
but superiour, as the deliverance is greater, must be the joy of a truly christian 
family, which has hope in God, through Christ Jesus the Lord, in reflecting 
on that grace which has made a difierence between them and their sinftil 
neighbours ; which has seasonably warned them *' to flee from the wrath that 
is to come ;" which Has '* delivered their souls from death, their eyes from 
tears, their feet from falling.'^ What must be the inexpressible satisfac- 
tion of every believer in Christ Jesus, in the confidence of being sprinkled 
with the blood of atonement, of ^' being at peace with God, 'through our Lord 
Jesus Christ," of being " passed from death unto life ?" What a happy com- 
munity is the redeemed of the Lord ! Wherever scattered on the face of the 
whole earth ; they are nevertheless gathered together in their glorious Head : 
separated by oceans and' mountains but united in interest and affec- 
tion : hated, despised, persecuted of the world ; yet cherished, esteemed, pro- 
tected of the Almighty ! 

The sacrifices of the Mosaic dispensation were many because they were 
imperfect. The sacrifice of the gospel is one, because once offered, it " for- 
ever perfects them that are sanctifled by it." The ancient institution pre- 
scribed a whole lamb for every several family ; the gospel exhibits a whole and 
complete Saviour for every several elect sinner : and that Saviour at once a 
teacher, an atonement, a ruler : ** Wisdom, righteousness, sanctification and 
redemption." 

The application of the blood of the destined victim in this institution is a 
most remarkable circumstance. ** They shall take of the blood, and strike it 
on the tWo side-posts, and on the upper door-post of the houses wherein they 
shall eat it" It must not be spilt upon the ground as a worthless thing, nor 
sprinkled in the entering in of the door, to be trampled upon as an unholy 
thing ; but above and on either side ; to be a covering to the head and a bul- 
wark around. ** When I see the blood I will pass over you." Could the all- 
discerning eye of God stand in need of such a token, in order to judge be- 
tween an Israelite and an Egyptian ? . No. But the distinctions of God's love 
avail not them who willfully and wickedly neglect the distinctions of faith and 
obedience. The blood in the bason is the same with the blood on the ddorc 
post but it is no protection till it be believingly applied. The virtue is dor- 
mant till sprinkling call it forth. Surely, this part of the ceremony speaks to 
the christian world for itself. Why is mention still made of bk>od, blood t 
** the shedding of blood," " the sprinkling of blood," ** redemption through 
blood," and the like ? It denotes the life, which consists in the blood pf the 
arnimal ; and it instructs us in this momentous doctrine, that life being forfeit- 
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ed bj sin, the blood must be shed, that is, the life must be yielded up, before 
atonement to justice can be made : that the substitution and accefHance of 
one life in the room of another, must depend'upon the will and appointment 
of the offendol lawgiver : that the blood of slain beasts, havihg no value ncur 
virtue of its own to take away sin, must derive all its efficacy from the appoint- 
ment of Heaven, and from its relaticm to a victim of a higher order : and, that 
the blood or life of this one victim, yielded up to divine justice, is, through 
its intrinsic worth and the decree of God, of virtue sufficient to take away the 
tiins of the whole world. 

But as, in the original institution, the blood of the lamb slain was oo pro« 
tection to the house, till it wap sprinkled with a bunch of hyssop on the parts 
of the building, and in the manner directed, so the sovereign balm appointed 
df the Most High for the cure of the deadly plague of sin, the price of par-* 
don to the guilty, the life of the dead, becomes effectual to the relief of the 
guilty, perishing sinner, by a particular application of it to his own *' wounds^ 
bruises, putrefying sores." Faith, eyeing the commandment, the power of 
God and the grace of Christ, is like the bunch of hyssop in the hand of the 
paschal worshipper, sprinkling the blood of atonement upon ** the upper dooiv 
post, and the two side-posts," the understanding, the heart, the life, the ruling 
and the governing powers of our nature, that the whole may be accepted 
through the Belov^. 

I conclude this part of my subject with quoting a passage from the Targum 
of Jonathan, respecting the sprinkling of the blood of the paschal lamb, as it 
was performed by the children of Israel in Egypt, which has struck myself as 
uncommonly beautiful and sublime. 

*' When the glory of the Lord was revealed in Egypt in the night of the 
passover, and when he slew all the fir^t-born of the Egyptians, He rode upon 
lightning. He surveyed the inmost recesses of our habitations ; He stopped 
behind the walls of our houses : His eyes observed the posts of our doors : 
they pierced through the casements. He perceived the blood of circumcision, 
and the blood of the paschal lamb, sprinkled upon us. He viewed his peq>le 
from the heights of heaven, and saw them eating the passover roasted with 
fixe : He saw, and had compassion upon us ; He spared, and suffered not the 
destroying angel to hurt us." 

The inferiour circumstances respecting the sacrifice are these. The flesh 
of the victim was to be eaten in the night season, not in i^ crude state, nor 
boiled in water, but roasted with fire ; no bone of it was to be broken ; no 
remnant of it left until the morning ; or else the remains were to be consumed 
by fire. I am unwilling entirely to pass over these circumstances as if they 
were of no especial meaning or importance; for I am thoroughly convinced 
every iota and tittle relating to this ordinance, has a specific meaning and de- 
pign. But I frankly acknowledge I cannot discern that design in every par- 
ticular ; and am far from being satisfied with the fancifiil and unsupported il- 
lustrations of some commentators upon the passage* Should I myself seem 
to any to have given too much into imagination and conjecture in my ideas of 
it, or in what is farther to be oflbred ; the nature of the subject, the silence of 
scripture, the consciousness of honestly aiming at your rational entertainment 
and religious instruction, and the humble hope that these conjectures are and 
shall be conformed to the analogy of faith, and if erroneous, innocently so; 
these will, { am persuaded, secure me a patient hearing, i^nd a candid inter- 
pretation. 

The time of the feast was the night season ; the very juncture when the 
awful scene was acting, which marr^ the glory and blasted the strength of 
JEgypt. InconsiHernte man must have his attention roused and fixed by strong 
ftnd striking circurpstaqces, The moment of e^e^tion, the hoqr of battle, 
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aad the lik€, are awfully interesting to a serious, humane and public spirited 
person. Every son of Israel knew, that at the very moment he was eating his 
unleavened cake with gladness, and the flesh of lambs with a merry heart, 
*' Thousands were falling at his side, and ten thousand at his right hand." 
What an alarming demonstration of divine justice ! What an encouraging 
display of goodness and mercy ! Were the eye opened to see God as he is, 
were the powers of an invisible world habitually felt, every creature, every 
season, every event, would possess a quickening, an active, a constraining in- 
fluence over us. But blind, stupid, sluggish as we are, the midnight bell must 
toll to rouse na to reflection : death must assume the complexion of sable night, 
and add artiiicial to natural horror,- in order to force a way into our stony 
hearts. And God, who knows what is in man, vouchsafes to instruct his 
tbottghtleeiuiess and folly, by acting through the medium of powerful and 
awdcening circumstances upon our imagination and senses. Hence possibly 
the injunction to eat the passover by night. 

It was to be *' roasted with Are," not eaten raw, nor sodden with water. 
To eat flesh in a crude state is unnatural and unwholesome. And we never 
find the religious institutions of the living and true God, doing violence to in*' 
Doeent natural propensities and aversions, or encroaching on the health and 
life of his worshippers : for he saith, '' I will have mercy and not sacrifice.'' 
Why the one method of preparing it was commanded of God in preference to 
the other, we pretend not satisfyingly to account for. Was it to secure an 
uniformity of practice in the minutest circumstances relating to his worship 1 
Was it to form his church and people to implicit obedience to his will, in 
points which they comprehend not, as in those which they well understand ; 
in all cases whatever, whether he be pleased to render or to withhold a reason ? 
Was it intended as a symbolical representation of their late condition ; tried, 
and prepared, and refined in the fire of Egyptian oppression ; purged, but not 
consumed by it 1 Was it a figurative view of the judgment of God then ex- 
ecuting : Egypt scorched with the flame ; Israel enlightened, seasoned, puri- 
fied by it 1 Did it look forward nnto, and signify some particular circumstance 
in the person, the doctrine, or sufferings of the great evangelical sacrifice 1 
Lord, thou knowest '* Secret things belong to thee, but things which are 
revealed belong unto us, and to our children." We thank thee for what thou 
bast condescended to reveal to us, and would not presume to ** be wise above 
what is written." 

** Not a bone" of the paschal lamb was to " be broken." This, as well as 
«ome of the foregoing circu^istances, is by sundry commentators supposed to 
be intended as a contradiction to various Pagan superstitions and particularly 
to the frantic behaviour of the votaries of Bacchus ; who, in the fumes of in- 
toxicati<Mi or of religious frenzy, committed a thousand abominations and ex- 
travagancies ; they fell into violent agitations, the pretended inspiration of 
tbeir god ; they devoured the yet palpitating flesh of the victims which they 
bad just killed, and broke all their bones to pieces. But, the idolatrous riles 
of the beathen nations were so various and so contradictory one to another, 
that we can hardly imagine the great Jbhovah would condescend to express 
any concern, whether the rites of his worship were, in every instance, either 
conformed or opposed to the usages of idolatry. A very famous critick* as- 
signs a very silly reason for this branch of the commandment. He alleges it 
was another indication of the extreme haste with which the passover was to be 
eaten. *' Men in a hurry," says he, *» do not stand to pick bones ; much less 
do they uke leisure to break them, for the sake of the juice or marrow." As 
if it required more time to sever the joints, and break the bones by violence, 



* ^<Hrhart; Hieroz, par. i. lib. ii. cap. 1. Ibl. 60^. 
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^an to dissect and disunite the parts without a fracture. The simple mean-' 
ing of the precept seems to be, that what was once offered to God flhoold not 
be unnecessarily disfigured and mangled. The blood must be shed, for that 
was the seal of God's co?enant ; the flesh might be eaten, for it was given for 
the sustenance of man's life ; but the bones, forming no part either of food or 
sacrifice, were to be left in the state in which they were found, till consumed 
by fire with the remainder of the flesh, if any remained, the next morning. 
And is it not extremely probable that God might intend, by certain arbitrary 
tokens, to descrilte the Messiah ; and that the prohibition to break the bones 
of the paschal lamb was designed to be a type of a remarkable circumstance 
attending the crucifixion of our Saviour which Providence watched over with 
special attention, and brought about by a miracle 1 '' But when the soldiers 
came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake not his legs."* 
And it is clear from what follows, that the evangelist considered the precept of 
the law as a prophesy of Christ ; " For these things were done," says he, 
** that the scripture should be fulfilled. A bone of him shall not be broken.'*f 
In many cases it happens, that the prediction was either not attended to» or 
had not been understood, till the event has explained it 

Nothing of it was to be ^^ left until the morning." This circumstance was 
not peculiar to the sacrifice of the paschal lamb, but common to almost every 
other kind of oblation. This will appear if we consult the general laws re- 
specting sacrifice. Thus the prescription runs : " And the flesh of the sacri- 
fice of his peace offerings for thanksgiving shall be eaten the same day that it 
is offered ; he shall not leave any of it until the morning."^ And again, 
** When a bullock, or a sheep, or a goat is brought forth, then it shall be sev- 
en days under the dam, and from tha eighth day and thenceforth it shall be 
accepted for an offering made by fire unto the Lord. And whether it be cow 
or ewe, ye shall kill it and her young both in one day. And when ye will offer 
a sacrifice of thansgiving unto the Lord, ofier it at your own will. On the same 
day it shall be eaten up ; ye shall leave none of it until the morrow : I am the 
LoRD.'*§ The solemn aflix, ** I am the Lord," seems to insinuate, that the 
reason of the commandment was to be sought in the majesty and authority of 
the lawgiver. And, independent of authority, decency seems to require, that 
what has once been devoted to a hallowed use should never afterwards appear 
in a mangled, impure or putrid state. Perhaps superstition was, by this pre- 
cept, obliquely or intentionally reproved and repressed ; superstition, which 
loves to feed upon scraps, and to hoard up relics, as if they were sacred things; 
superstition, which gives to the fragments of the sacrifice the veneration due 
only to the sacrifice itself, and to the great Author of it. 

We must notice the remaining particulars of this service in the manner in 
which it was originally performed ^ ** in haste," ** standing," '' with loias 
girded," <* with staff in hand," ready to depart. The lamb was to be eaten 
with ** bitter herbs." A representation, perhaps, of the mixed nature of every 
iiublunary enjoyment ; and of the wholesome uses of unpalatable adversity. 
The *' standing posture, and the implements of travelling, speak, a plain and 
distinct language. " Arise ye, and depart, for this is not your rest" " Here 
we have no abiding citv, but look for one to come." ** Now we desire a bet- 
ter country, that is, an heavenly." ** Arise, let us go hence." A provision 
was graciously made for such as might be ceremonially unclean at the future 
seasons of celebration, and the door of mercy and communion was opened to 
strangers. Blessed prefiguration of the remedy provided for the chief of sin- 
ners : of the refuge opened for the reception of " aliens from the coromon- 

•Johnxjx.33. t Verse 36. 

t Lev. vii. IB. ^ Lev. pcxii. ^—39. 
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wealth of Israel ;'' of the liberal, condescending, comprehensive spirit of the 
gospel ! Chrbtians, ye *^ are do nK>re strangers and foreigners^ bat fellow 
citizens with the saints, and of the household of God." ** Those who toere 
af|r off, are made nigh by the blood of Christ." 

Men and brethren, the time is at hand, when, a more fearful midnight cry 
shall t>e heard than even that which smitten, groaning Egypt Yaised in the 
hour of vengeance. ^' The day of the Liord shall come as a thief in the 
night." ^' Behold he cometh with clouds, and every eye shall see him, and 
they also which pierced him ; and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because 
of him." Behold, a careless, slumbering world, a world lying in wickedness, 
is threatened with a death infinitely 'more dreadful than that which destroyed 
the &rst4x>m ; with '* the second death," a living death of everlasting banish- 
ment ** from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power." 
From that last plague there is no security but one ; that security, of which the 
" blood of sprinkling" under the law was but a type. ** Run to your strong 
hold, ye prisoners of hope." *' Flee, flee for refuge : lay hold of the hope that 
is set before you." *' Behold, now is the accepted time ; behold, now is the 
day of salvation." ^' If God be for us, who can be against usn?" ** He that 
spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with 
him also freely give us all things 1 Who shall lay any thing to the charge of 
God's elect t It is God that justifieth : Who is he that condemneth ? It is 
Christ that died, yea rather that is risen again, who is even at the right hand 
df God, who also maketh intercession for us."* 

How many things in the scriptures ; in Moses, in the prophets, in the law, 
in the gospel, are dark and hard to be understood t But the hour cometh 
when the veil shall be removed from oor eyes ; when the truth as it is in 
Jesus shall stand confessed without a mystery ; and shall be seen and read of 
all men. ^^ What" he doth, " ye know not now, but ye shall know hereafter." 
" We know in part, and we prophesy in part. But when that.which is perfect 
is come, then that which is in part shall be done awav." " For now we see 
^rottgh a glass, darkly ; but then face to face : now I know in part ; but then 
shall I know, even as also I am known*"t 

«Koni.viu.33->34. 1 1 Cor. xiii. 12. 
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LECTURE IX« 

EXODUS Xni. 17, 18, 19, 20, il, «. 

Audit came to pass when Pharaoh had let the people go, that God led them not throagh the « ay of 
the land of the Philistines, alihoagh that was near ; kit God said, Lest peradvenUire the people 
repent when they see war, and they return to Egypt. But God led the people about, through the 
way of the wilderness of the Red Sea. And the children of larael went up harnessed out of thd 
land of Egypt. And Moses took the bones of Joseph with him : for he nad straitly sworn the 
children ol Israel, saying, Gk>d will surely visit you 3 and ye shall carry up my bones away hence 
with you. And they took their journey from Succoth^ and encamped in Etham, in the edre of llio 
wilderness. And thie Lord went before them, by day m a pillar or a cloud, to lead tbem the way ) 
and by night in a pillar of fire, to give tbem lirht ; to go by day and night. He look not away 
the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, fix>m before tl^ people. 

All that weak, ignorant, erring man can know, is a few of the smaller oIh 
jects which are immediately around him ; and of these hot a few of the more 
obvious qualities which they possess, and the relations in which they stand to 
one another. Remove them but a little as to space or time, and they gradu- 
ally disappear, till they are at length involved in total darkness. The distance 
of a few leagues terminates our vision ; the lapse of a few years erases all 
traces from our memory. The cloud of night conceals or changes the ap^ 
pearance of things the nearest to us, and the most perfectly known. Here, 
we are dazzled and confounded by an excess of light ; there, we are checked 
and repulsed by dimness and obscurity. The sun forbids us to behold his iace 
by reason of his splendour ; the earth and the ocean present to us but their 
surface ; and the heavens oppose to the eager eye a vault of chrystal, saying, 
'' Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further." We feol ourselves hedged in, 
fettered, confined on every side. And our condition in this respect is that of 
every created, limited being. Open prospect after prospect ; expand system 
upon system ; add faculty to faculty ; yet the prospect is bounded at length. 
Suns and worlds are capable of being numbered, and there is a height and 
depth still beyond, which the understanding of an angel cannot fathom. 

There is only on£ Being whose duration is immeasurable— whose space is 
unconfined — ^whose power is uncontrolled — whose understanding is infinite. 
With Jehovah ^* a thousand years are as one day, and one day as a thousand 
years.^' He alone can *^ declare the end from the beginning, and from an- 
cient times the things that are not yet done, saying, luy counsel shall stand, 
and I will do all my pleasure."* He is ** above all, and through all, and ia 
all !" An impenetrable veil hides futurity from every created eye ; but the 
Spirit of prophesy is pleased sometimes to remove it. Abraham saw the Re^ 
deemer's day afar off, and rejoiced. He saw in prophetic vision the servitude, 
the affliction, and the deliverance of his posterity, at the distance of four 

* Isa. xlvi. 10. 
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hundred years. To mortal man, whose longest span of existence is diminish- 
ed to much under a century, four hundred years have something like the ap- 
pearance of an eternity ; but before God, time and space are contracted to a 
point, to a moment. With him, that which is to be done is already done» 
Men shape events according to their fancy, their fears, their wishes or their 
hopes. But the counsel of the Lord it shall stand, and he fulfilleth all hi« 
pleasure." 

What was the toord of the Lord to Abraham ? " And he said unto Abram» 
Know of a surety, that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, 
and shall serve them, and they-shall afflict them four hundred years. And 
also that nation whom they shall serve will I judge : and afterward shall they 
eoroe out with great substance."* What was the doing of the Lord in con- 
formity to that word 1 *' And it came to pass, that at midnight the Lord smota 
all the first-born in the land of Egypt, from the first-born of Pharaoh that sat 
on his throne, unto the first-born of the captive that was in the dungeon, and 
all the first-born of cattle." '* And the children of Israel did according to 
the word of Moses : and they borrowed of the Egyptians jewels of silver and 
jewels of gold, and raiment. And the Lord gave the people favour in the 
sight of the Egyptians, so that they lent unto them such things as they requir- 
ed : and they spoiled the Egyptians." Israel came into Egypt few in number^ 
weak and indigent ; but they go out frond the land of their oppression greatly 
increased, mighty and formidable ; laden with the spoils of their cruel oppre»- 
lors, the well earned reward of the labours of many years, and of much sorrow. 
It is repeatedly remarked, that the prediction relating to the deliverance of 
God's people was fulfilled to a single day. Of this we have a confirmation in 
the preceding chapter, and the 41st verse ; '* And it came to pass, at the end 
of the four hundred and thirty years, even the selfsame day^ it came to pass, 
that all the hosts of the Lord went out of the land of i^pt." Again, at 
the 51st verse ; ** And it came to pass, the selfsame day, that the Lord did 
bring the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt by their armies." And 
yet on comparing numbers in the prediction and the history of its accomplish- 
ment, we find a difference of thirty years. The seventy interpreters were 
aware of this difficulty, and have obviated it by thus paraphrasing the passage 
in Exodas, " The sojourning of the children of Israel in the land of Cgnaanf 
and in the land of Egypt, was four hundred and thirty years." To justiff 
which computation we need but to observe, that Moses in the four hundred 
and thirty years, includes all the time that Abraham had passed in Canaan, 
previoos to the birth of Isaac. And a learned prelate of our own country. 
Archbishop Usher, in his valuable chronology, has proved this calculation to 
be just. For Abraham was exactly twenty-five years in Canaan before Isaa# 
was born.t From the birth of Isaac to the exodus from Egypt was four hundred 
and five, which completes the four hundred and thirtieth year mentioned id 
this passage, and by Paul in the third of the Galatians, 17th verse. Thus 
perfect are all the ways and works of God ; thus absolute his power over all 
persons and all events ! No skill, do ardour, no violent efforts on the part of 
brael, could accelerate their enlargement. Nor could the combined strength 
of E^rptt of mankind, of created nature^ retard it one single hour f 

* GeiL XV. 13, 14. 

t Jacob was bom to Isdac when he w^ sixty years old ; and at the tune htf went down to Ggf]^/ 
recording to his own declaration to Pharaoh, he was one hundred and thirty ; which, added to 
the tweniy-five .^ears. of Abraham's pilfrimaffe, from bis leaving Ur of the Chaldees to the birth cit 
Isaac, make two hundred and fiAeeu. He and his posterity contmued in Egypt a like period of twa 
bondred and fifteen years. So that it is plain Moses reckoned in the whole sum of fbur hundred and 
thirty years, all the pilgrimages of Abraham and his posterity, from his first leaving his kindred an4 
Other's house in Mesopotamia down to their triumphant exit from Egypt, and their setting e«C CV tb# 
^nxjoest of Cannan, whost iniquity though noc before; Wfu now fUlL 

Vol. m» 9 
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In order to preserve to a)] generations the raemorj of a period so singular 
and 80 important in their history, the ordinance of the passover was to be 
honoured with an annual celebration ; and, as positive and arbitrary institu- 
tions derive all their value and use from a right understanding of their mean- 
ing, and the design of their author, express words are put into the mouths of 
parents and heads of fomilies for the instruction of generations to come, in 
the nature and reason of this solemn service. ^* And thou shalt shew thy son 
in that day, saying. This is donsj because of that which the Lord did unto 
me, when I came forth out of Egypt. And it shall be for a sign unto thee, 
upon thine hand, and for a memorial between thine eyes, that the Lord's law 
may be in thy mouth : for with a strong hand hath the Lord brought thee out 
of Egypt And it shall be when thy son asketh thee, in time to come, saying. 
What is this ? that thou shalt say unto him, By strength of hand the Lord 
brought us out from Egypt, from the house of bondage. And it came to pass, 
when Pharaoh would hardly let us go, that the Lord slew all the first-born in 
the land of Egypt, both the first-born of man, and the first-born of beasts : 
therefore I sacrifice to the Lord all that openeth the matrix, being males ; but 
all the first-born of my children I redeem.'* Hence it appears that, besides 
this great annual sacrifice, a law was enacted at this time, though it was not 
to be enforced until they should be put in possession of the promised land, 
that in grateful remembrance of God's passing over their first-born when he 
destroyed those of Egypt, the first-born of the human species, and also of the 
brute creation, through every age, should be dedicated and set apart as a sa- 
cred property. The great Legislator was pleased afterwards, by a particular 
injunction, to appropriate to himself one whole tribe out of the twelve, in room 
of the first-born out of every tribe, to minister unto him in holy things ; and 
in this ordinance the church of God, at that early period, both exhibited and 
enjoyed an emblematical representation of the evangelical priesthood ; Jiot 
vested in and exclusively belonging to a particular description of men, but the 
common character and dignity of all christians ; a generation chosen of God, 
in Christ, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people — that they 
should shew forth the praises of Him, who hath called them out of darkness 
into his marvellous light." And they are introduced before the throne, with 
this 9ong of praise in their mouths, '* Unto Him that loved us, and washed us 
from our sins in his own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God 
and his Father ; to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen."* 

Is it not worth while to compare, seeing the Spirit of God has thought it 
meet to transmit to us the very numbers, the entire state of Israel, as it were, 
at the time of its descent into Egypt, and at its departure thence t The whole 
number which accompanied' Jacob fi-om Cana&n, when driven thence by the 
famine, himself included, was sixty-six ; which added to the family of Joseph 
already in Egypt, consisting of himself, Asenath, the daughter of the priest of 
On, adopted by marriage into the family of Abraham, and their two sons, the 
amount is seventy, when they left that country. In a period of little more than 
two hundred years, they are increased to the amazing sum of six hundred 
thousand men of military age, without reckoning females, children of both 
sexes under twenty, and old men of sixty and upward : for that was the age 
of superannuation among this people. Taking therefore the calculation so 
low as four of all the other descriptions for one of the military age, that is, 
males from twenty to sixty, the whole number of the descendants of Abraham 
that left Egypt, must have been at least three millions. So that, dividing the 
whole time of their sojourning there into periods of twenty years, it appears 
that their number was multiplied nearly three times every twenty years. Now, 

• Rev. i. 6, 6. 
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if we consider, that the most rapid state of population in the ordinary course 
of nature, and in circumstances the most favourable to it, islidimbUng the 
number of inhabitants every twenty years ; and that only in the earlier ages of 
a people or colony ; what must we think of this amazing increase in circum- 
stances the most unfavourable : in a people cooped up in a narrow district, 
and that district not their own, but the property of a nation much more pow- 
erful than themselves ; a people among whom marriage was grievously dis- 
couraged by the want of liberty, by hard and oppressive labour, by subjection 
to the despotism of a foreign prince, by penal edicts which doomed all their 
male children to death, and by which doubtless, multitudes perished, together 
with their natural increase 1 The multiplication of Israel in a proportion so 
ffreat, in a progress so rapid, in a situation so unfriendly, will be in reality 
found a miracle, though less striking to a superficial observation, being gradu- 
ally and imperceptibly performed, upon closer attention, a prodigy equal or 
superior to any that were wrought in immediately efiecting their enfranchise- 
ment. And this leads us to the grateful acknowledgement of God's wise and 
gracious providence, in its ordinary operations aud effects. What is daily 
preservation but creation — one omnific ** let there be," daily, every instant 
repeated ? What is the progress of vegetation, of life and reason, but the 
continual interposition of the great Source of all being, life and intelligence t 
What is dissolution aud death, but the supporting, vivifying power of God 
withdrawn from the body which is just now inhabited ? 

This vast host was accompanied with what Moses calls a mixed multitude* 
This is supposed to have been made up of the produce of marriages between 
Israelites and Egyptians ; of Egyptians, who, from the miracles which they 
had seen wrought in favour of Israel, had been determined to follow the for- 
tunes of that people ; and of neighbours who, in the ordinary intercourse of 
mankind, might be brought into contact with them, and who, through fear, 
interest or curiosity, might be induced to follow their camp. 

Man, with his usual ignorance and haste, would have been for conducting 
this mighty army directly to Canaan. And no doubt the same Almighty arm 
which had thus asserted them into liberty, could have led them straight for- 
ward to conquest. But, in studying the history of the divine conduct as or- 
dering and governing the affairs of men, we find it is composed partly of the 
interpositions of Heaven, and partly of the exertions of men. It is not aU 
miracle ; that were to encourage eternal indolence and stupidity in rational 
beings, formed afler the image of God, and to reduce men to mere passive 
clods of earth ; nor is it all, on the other hand, the effect of human skill, in- 
dustry, and diligence ; for that were to resign the government of the world to 
the frail and the foolish ; that were to weaken the power of religion, which is 
the life, the joy, the guide, the support of the universe. But we discover di-» 
vine interposition, to a certain degree, so as to inspire a reasonable confidence 
in and dependence upon God ; and we discern the exertions of men crowned 
with success through the blessing of Heaven upon them, and this enforcing 
the necessity of bringing out and exercising the powers and faculties of our 
intellectual nature. Israel is delivered firom Egypt at once ; but is introduced 
into Canaan by degrees. The former, an act of sovereign power, unmixed 
with, independent upon human efforts ; the latter, the less perceptible opera- 
tion of Omnipotence, blending itself with, subduing, directing and promoting 
the designs and endeavours of reasonable beings, who had a great object in 
view, and a clear rule to walk by. Thus, in a case of universal importance, 
the Justification and adoption of the sinner, are acts of firee, sovereign grace, 
whereby sin is forgiven, and the right and privileges of sons conferred ; 
whereas sanctification is the gradual work of the Spirit, supporting us by the 
way, overcoming our enemies by little and little, and making us ** meet to be 
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light." 
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A great multitude of people is always an object of serious attenttoo, and of 
deep anxiety. Many mouths were to be fed, many humours to be studied, many 
talents to be employed. Some were to be gained by lo^e, others to be govern- 
ed by fear ; the impetuosity of one was to be repressed, the timidity and dif* 
fidence of another to be countenanced and encouraged ; care was to be exer- 
cised about those who were cither unable or unwilling to exercise any about 
themselves. What a charge then was that of Moses and Aaron ! bearing on 
their shoulders the burden of such an assembly ; a vast multitude agitated 
with the ordinary passions of human nature ; unarmed, unaccustomed to dis- 
cipline, untractable ; one moment elated with extravagant hopes, the next de- 
pressed with unreasonable fears. "The wisdom of a Moses had been unequal 
to the task, unsupported by the Wisdom which sees all things at one view, 
fMid the Power which *' worketh all things after the counsel of his own will.'* 
There is a happy disposition in all the evils to which our nature and condi- 
tion are subject, to find out and to apply their own remedy. Necessity always 
pets invention to work. Invention puts the machine in motion ; and once in 
inotion, every wheel (^eeps its place, exerts its power, performs its office. Bat 
here the mighty machine, prepared in all its parts according to the plan of in- 
finite wisdom, put together and regulated by the hand of almighty power, and 
conducted by unchangeable truth and faithfulness, could not vary its motion, 
could not deviate from its design : and the passage of perhaps four millions of 
people, with their immense possessions of flocks and herds, and other proper- 
ty, from Egypt to Canaan, will appear one of those singular phenomena in 
history, which no principles of human conduct, no natural and ordinary con- 
currence of events, are able to explain : and which must finally be resolved 
into a wisdom and power preternatural and divine. Accordingly we find Prov- 
idence taking immediately the charge of them ; but not in the usual way, not 
by forming a regular discipline, and raising up commanders and magistrate^ 
of unusual address and ability, but declaring by sensible tokens, which w^re 
aeeni read and understood of all, *' I am the Leader and Comnumder of my 
people." 

But before we proceed to the consideration of this wonderful symbol of the 
divine presence, we must attend our author, and take notice of a tender and 
touching circumstance in the departure fi-om Egypt, namely, the removing of 
the bones of Joseph. That truly great man had been the saviour of his fath- 
er's house when he was alive, and was now the hope of Israel after he was 
dead. In all their afflictions, his precious dust had been to them the pled^ 
of deliverance ; and now when that deliverance is come, they bear it 
with them to the land promised to their forefather^, fbr burial. Thus respect- 
able and useful, in life and in death, are the wise and the good ; thus anxious 
ought we to be to promote the best interests of mankind, not only while we 
are yet with them ; but to leave son>ething behind us that may benefit and in- 
struct after we are seen and heard no more. Christians, we carry with us, as 
our hope in this wilderness, not the bones of a departed deliverer, but the 
memory of a risen Saviour. The sacred pledge of our final redemption is 
deposited, not in the coffin, but in this precious record — but in the history of 
facts well known and firmly believed by you — but in many great and precious 
promises given unto you. ** For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again; 
even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him." The ashes 
of the patriarch Joseph could not rest in the tomb till Israel came to the pos- 
session of their promised inheritance ; so the Spirit and providence of the 
great Redeemer are in perpetual motion and exercise, till he shall have gath- 
ered into one all his redeemed unto himself; till the youngest of his sons, the 
meanest of his daughters, beinsr ^rlorified, shall take possession of their p^^- 
chased inheritance, ** the kingdom prepared lor them from the fbpndalipu ^i 
Ih9 world." 
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Thus then Israel takes his departure ; thus joyfoUy, thus triumphantly, thus 
increased ; aqd *' not one sickly or feeble among them ;" a wonder not infe- 
riour to any of the rest. But all " is of the Lord of Hosts, who is wonderful 
in counsel, and excellent in working." 

The plain of Rameses was the first great rendezvous of the Lord's host* 
They had built, as part of their task work, a city of that name, at the com- 
mand of Pharaoh. But it was also the name of a region of Egypt elsewhere 
called Goshen ; the same which Joseph chose for the reception of his aged 
parent ; because being situated nearest to Canaan, it diminished the length 
and fatigue of his journey, and being a grassy country, suited his family's 
employment, that of shepherds. The nearness to Canaan might accordingly 
be now again considered as a favourable circumstance to the return of Israel 
thitherward. If we may credit Philo, the two countries were not above three 
days journey distant the one from the pther. And certain it is that the patri- 
archs, encumbered with a convoy laden with corn, easily performed a journey 
to a more distant part of Egypt, and back again, in the course of not many 
weeks at most. Moses might therefore have, without much difficulty, con- 
ducted the people of his charge to the place of their destination m a very 
small space of time. But was the distance of place the only difficulty which 
they had to encounter 1 How could men inured to slavery, men just esoaped 
from the rod of a tyrannical oppressor, have the courage to meet the prowess 
and discipline of the warlike nations of Canaan ; unprovided with arms for 
the field, and with military engines for the attack of fortified towns, had they 
been bold enough to attempt to take possession by force. Some interpreters, 
indeed, render the word harnessed^ in the eighteenth verse of the thirtieth 
chapter, armed. But the term in the original is so equivocal, and the learned 
attempts to determine its meaning are so unsuccessful, that we remain still in 
the dark about its true meaning. The presumption certainly i^ that the Isra- 
elites were not armed. What had a nation of shepherds, living by sufferance 
in a foreign land, to do with arms 1 Would the policy of Egypt have permit- 
ted it ? But Moses, the most accurate of historians, takes care to point out a 
circnmstance which furnishes the first idea of putting arms into the hands of 
Israel. After the waves of the Red Sea had swalk>wed up the Egyptian 
army, their dead bodies with their arms were miraculously cast on shore, and 
provided Israel with armour firom their spoils. 

It is evident that God intended to form the courage and discipline of his 
people in the wilderness ; before he tried these upon the nations whom they 
were destined to subdue. Nay, further, it was evidently his design to settle 
their whole civil and religious polity, while they were yet in an erratic state, 
that when they came to Canaan there might be nothing to do but to take pos- 
session, and to execute the laws which they had already received. And alas, 
what shall we say t This swarm of people, numeroils as the sand upon the 
seashore, with the exception of one or two, and Moses their leader among the 
rest, thus pompously and powerfully saved, were saved from Egypt, but to die 
in the wilderness. Men die, but the church lives ; and the church is the care 
of God. " Thy way, O God, is in the sea, and thy path in the great waters, 
and thy footsteps are not known. Thou leddest thy people like a flock by the 
hand of Moses and Aaron."* 

Instead then of marching straight northward, in the direction of Canaan, 
their course is bent eastward, to the great wilderness which bounds Egypt and 
Arabia Petrsa : God himself leading the way, in a most wonderful display of 
his glorious presence and power, described in the words which I read at the 
ppening of the Lecture. " And they took their journey from Succoth, and 



• PsaJ. Uxvil. 19. 



Digitized by 



Google 



02 UiSTORY OF MOSES. Lbct. IX. 

encamped in Ethain« in the edge of the wilderness. And the Lord went be- 
fore theoif by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way ; and by night 
in a pillar of fire, to give them light ; to go by day and night. He took not 
away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire by night, from before 
the people. "f In this, God spake at once to the understanding and to the 
senses. Could any Israelite doubt that the Lord was there 1 He had but to 
open his eyes, whether it were by day or by night, and lo, a thick cloud •b- 
scuring the brightness of the one, or a flaming fire dispelling the shades of the 
other, proclaimed the dread presence of Jehuvah. Could any one call in 
question his kindness, when he saw darkness become a guide, and fire a pro* 
tector ? Durst any one presume to approach too nigh, when dimness impen- 
etrable, and light inaccessible, alternately guarded his pavilion 1 Was it 
possible for any heart to fear, when the Most Mighty thus declared, in lan- 
guage more emphatical than can be conveyed by words — *^ Lo, I am for you ! 

- Who is he that can, that dare tb be against you ?*' 

The appearances of God are suited to the circumstances of his people. 
Cloud by night would have been to increase the horror, and to multiply the un- 
wholesome damps of that season. Fire by day would have been adding fuel 
to a flame, already intensely hot, in a burning climate and parched soil. But 
tempered, adapted, distributed, according to wisdom not capable of error, the 
peculiar inconvenience of each season is relieved ; and the ills of nature are 
remedied by the dispensations of grace. The cloudy fiery pillar is a mani- 

^festation of Deity, suited to a wilderness state. In heaven, a God of love is 
light, without '* any darkness at all." In hell, a God of implacable wrath is 
perpetual darkness, without one ray of light. On earth, a God of justice and 
mercy is darkness and light, in successive order and perfect harmony. In 
heaven, he is a flame that irradiates, cheers and quickens ; in hell, « fire still 
consuming, never to be extinguished ; on earth, fire in a cloud, mercy flowing 
in a spacious channel, judgment restrained. Men can only discover that of 
God which he is pleased to reveal to them. Wliether he is pleased to turn his 
dark or bright side to us, we are stationed equally at a distance from him. 
To be sensible of our own darkness is to be partakers of his marvellous light 
All that the brightest noon of human reason can discover is, that it is ignor- 
ance aud folly, when placed in comparison with the wisdom of God. 

Might not this wonderful pillar prefigure to the ancient church the person 
and office of the Redeemer of the world 1 Behold the* divine essence wrap- 
ped up tii, and closely united to a veil of flesh and blood. Behold Deity rais- 
ing our nature to incorruptibility and glory ** in Christ, the first-fi-uits ; and 
af^rwards in all that are Christ's, at his coming." Do we not perceive in it, 
humanity bringing down the divine nature to our bearing and perception : 
** the only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, declaring him to 
us." '*• The word made flesh" instructing the ignorant, cheering the discon- 
solate, directing the wanderer, refreshing the weary ; guiding our waking, 
guitding our sleeping moments ; " a partaker of our flesh and blood, that he 
may be a merciful High-Priest :" declared the Son of God with power ; men 
adoring and submitting ; the powers of hell broken and discomfitted : the tri- 
umph of heaven complete. '^ The Lord our God is a sun and shield : the 
Lord will give grace and glory : no good thing will he withhold -from 
them that walk uprightly."f " Fear not, O Israel, the Lord is thy keeper : 
the Lord is thy shade upon thy right hand. The sun shall not smite thee by 
day, nor the moon by night. The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil ; he 
shall preserve thy soul. The Lord shall preserve thy going out, and thy com- 
ing in, from this time forth, and even forever more."| 

* Exod. xiii. 20—22. f PsaJ. Ixxxiv: 1 1. t Psal- cxxi. 5-8. 



Digitized by 



Google 



HISTORY OF MOSES- 



LECTURE X. 

EXODUS XIV. 21, 22. 

And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the Lord caused the sea to go back by a strong 
east wind all that night, and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. And the children 
of Israel wool into the midst of the sea upon the dry groimd : and the waters were a wall unto them 
on their right hand, and on their left. 
\ 

In the little benefits which men confer upon each other, it generally hap- 
pens that some untoward circumstance insinuates itself, and occasions, to one 
of the parties at least, mortification, disappointment or disgust ; for nothing 
human is perfect. A gracious action is frequently resented as an injury, from 
the ungracious manner in which it is performed. I am charmed with both 
the matter of that kindness shewn me, and the afiectionate disposition which 
prompted it ; but alas, it arrived an hour too late ! Another prevented my 
wishes ; and I prized not the blessing, because I was not instructed in its 
value by feeling the want of it. This favour done me is very great ; but it is 
not precisely the thing I looked for ; or, it is so clogged with some unpleasant 
condition, that I would rather be without it : it affords me present relief, but 
will it not involve me in greater difficulties hereafter ? Had I failed in my ex- 
pectations from this quarter, I should easily have gained my end by applying 
to another firiend: In a word, there is a perpetual somethings in the friendly 
communications of men, which continually mars the worth of what is given 
and received. And no wonder, if we consider that favours are not always 
granted from affection, nor accepted with gratitude. But the bounties of 
Heaven possess every quality that can enhance their value, and endear their 
Author to a sensible heart. Infinitely valuable in themselves, they flow from 
love. The '^ good and per^ct gifts, which come down from the Father of 
lights,'* are given ^* liberally, and without upbraiding.'' Exactly what we 
need, they come precisely at the moment when we want them most, or when 
they are most beneficial to us. Worthy of God to bestow, they cannot be un- 
worthy of us to receive. Were he to withhold his gracious aid, in vain should 
we look for relief from any other quarter. Productive of present satisfaction 
and joy, his benefits involve us in no future distress, shame or temorse. Ser- 
viceable to the body, they are at the same time improving to the mind. Im- 
portant and interesting for time, they have an influence upon eternity. 

The gracious interpositions of Jehovah, in behalf pf his chosen people, 
have this peculiar recommendation to our attention, as to that people's grateful 
observation and acknowledgement — that they were not in the usual course of 
things; they were the fruits of the. constant and unremitting care of a special 
providence ; they were the suspension or alteration of the established laws 
of nature : they were the operation of a mighty hand and an outstretched 
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arm, sensibly controlling the winds, the waves and the clouds ; and subduing 
the most ungovernable elements to its purpose. Other parents are endued 
with transitory affections and attachments, suited to the transitory nature of 
the trust committed to them. The hen tends her unfledged brood with the 
vigilance of a dragon and the boldness of a lion. But maternal tenderness 
and anxiety diminish and expire with the occasion of them, namely, the weak- 
ness and inexperience of her young ones. When the son is become a man, 
paternal care relaxes, and parental authority is at an end. But as the authority 
of our heavenly Father never ceases, so his bowels of compassion are never 
restrained ; his vigilance is never lulled to rest, his care never suspended ; 
because his offspring is, to the last, impotent, improvident, imperfect 

In vain had Israel, by a series of miracles Unparalleled in the annals of 
mankind, been rescued from Egyptian oppression, had not the same Almighty 
arm which delivered them at first, continued to protect and support them* 
The strength of Egypt, broken as it was, had been sufficient to force them 
back. The wilderness itself had been fatal to them, without a foe. How 
easily are the greatest deliverances forgotten ; how soon are the most awful ap- 
pearances familiarized to the mind ! The very first threatening of danger 
effaces from the memory of these Israelites, all impression of the powerful 
wonders which had just passed before them, and eclipses the glory of that 
cloud which, at that very instant, presented itself to their eyes, and overshad- 
owed their heads. But, let not self flattery impose upon us, as if we were 
more faithful and obedient than they were. It is the mere deception of vanity 
and self-love to suppose, that ^' if one were to arise from the dead, we would 
be persuaded ;" that, if we saw a miracle wrought, we would believe ; that, 
if we heard Christ teach in our streets, we would " forsake all and follow 
him." The man whom the usual appearances of nature do not move, would 
soon become insensible to more uncommon phenomena. For, extraordinary 
things frequently repeated, are extraordinary no longer, and consequently soon 
lose their force. If the daily miracles of God's mercy and loving-kindness 
fiiil to convince pen, what reason is there to hope, that mere exertions of pow- 
er would produce a happier effect ? If Christ, speaking by his word and min- 
istering servants, be treated with neglect, is it likely that his person would be 
held in veneration 1 If men " hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will 
they be persuaded though one rose from the dead."* Is it not notorious, that 
Christ's personal ministrations were slighted, his miracles vilified, his charao^ 
ter traduced ? 

Whose conduct is the mcfre absurd and criminal, that of Pharaoh, in pursu-* 
ing after and attempting to bring back a people who had been a snare and a 
curse to himself and his kingdom ; or that of Israel, in trembling at the np^ 
proach of an enemy whom God had so often subdued under them t Frail 
nature looks only to the creature ; to surrounding mountains, opposing floods, 
persecuting foes : hence terror, confusion and astonishment. But fiiith eyes 
the pillar, the residence of divine majesty, and then mountains sink, seas di** 
Tide, the chariot and horsemen are overthrown. Every passion, when it be' 
comes predominant, renders us silly and unreasonable ; and none more so than 
fear. In danger and distress it is natural, but it is foolish, to impute to another 
the evils which we fear or feel. It seems to be an alleviation of our own mis- 
ery, if we can contrive to shift the blame of it upon the shoulders of our 
neighbour. Hence Moses is loaded with the imputation of a deliberate design 
of involving his nation in this dire dilemma, between Pharaoh and the Red 
Sea, and of selling them to the foe. A high and responsible situation is far 
iirom being an enviable one. If things go well, the conductor of the under* 

* Luke zvi. 31. 
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taking receives but a divided, a mutilated praise. If an enterprise fail, the 
whole blame of the miscarriage is imputed to him. The astonished multitude 
dare not directly attack God himself. No : the cloudy pillar hangs over their 
heads, ready to burst, in thunder and fire, on the man who presumed to aim 
his shafts so high. But their impiety seeks the pitiful shelter of a subterfuge ; 
they murmur against Moses, because they imagine they can do it with impu- 
nity : and think to escape the resentment of the master, though they are 
wounding him through the sides of his servant Mark yet again the folly and 
unreasonableness of fear. '' Because there were no graves in Egypt, hast 
thou taken us away to die in the wilderness ? Wherefore hast thou dealt thus 
with us, to carry us forth out of Egypt ? Is not this the word that we did tell 
thee in Egypt, saying, Let ys alone, that we may serve the Egyptians ? For 
it had been better for us to serve the Egyptians, than that we should die in the 
wilderness." What were they afraid of now 1 A grave in the wilderness. 
What do they put in comparison with, and prefer to it ? A grave in Egypt. 
It was a grave at the worst. Their wretched lives had got at least a short re- 
prieve. If they died now, they died at once ; and died like men, defending 
their lives, liberty, and families: not pouring out life, drop by drop, under the 
whip of a taskmaster. But slavery has broken their spirit. They are re- 
duced to the lowest pitch of human wretchedness ; for this, surely, is the last 
stage of it. ** It had been better for us to serve the Egyptians, than that we 
should die in the wilderness.'* 

To this abject view of degeneracy and dejection, two objects are placed in 
contrast — the calganess and intrepidity of Moses, and the majesty and power 
of God. In contemplating the former of these, as one great object of these 
Lectures is to unfold human character, and to hold up to imitation and ap- 
plause praiseworthy conduct, let me endeavour to fix your attention upon 
the more obvious features of the grc^ man, who is here drawing his own por- 
trait. 

All the great interests of Moses were embarked, with thos^of the common- 
wealth of Israel. His lot was cast into the common lap. He had made a 
sacrifice imspeakably greater than any individual of the congregation had 
done. His prospects, for either himself or his family, were neither brighter 
nor more flattering than those of the obscurest Hebrew among them. If there 
were danger from the pursuing host of Pharaoh, his share, most assuredly, was 
not less than that of any other man. He had rendered himself peculiarly ob- 
noxious to that stern, unrelenting tyrant, and must have been among the first 
victims of his resentment. But the pressing danger of Moses did not arise 
from Pharaoh, and the Egyptians, but from an intimidated, distracted mtilti- 
tude, who were ready to wreak their vengeance on whoever might first meet 
their resentment, or could be most plausibly charged as the author of their 
misfortunes. The composure of Moses, in such circumstances, is therefore 
justly to be considered as an instance of uncommon heroism and magnanimjf 
ty. But why do we talk of heroism ? the man who fears God knows no other 
fear. In the confidence of faith, though he knew not yet which way God was 
to work deliverance for Israel, he thus attempts to diffuse the hope, which he 
felt irradiating his own soul : *' Fear ye not ; stand still, and see the salvation 
of the Lord, which he will shew to you to-day : for the Egyptians which ye 
have seen to-day, ye shall see them again no more forever. The Lord shall 
fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace.*' 

Let me entreat you to observe, that the agent in this great transaction i» 
also the historian of it ; and that the resolution and spirit of the one is to be 
equalled only by the modesty and simplicity of the other. In the hands of one 
of the eloquent orators of Greece or Rome, what a figure would this passage 
of the life of the Jewish legislator have madci could we suppose them ^ter* 
Vol. m- • 10 
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hig into the situation of a stranger, with the warmth which they feel in delin- 
eating the characters and conduct of their own heroes, and embellishing the 
dignity of modest merit with the glowing ornaments of rhetoric ? But scrip- 
ture says much, by saying little. And the meek reserve, the unaffected con- 
ciseness of the sacred historian, infinitely exceed the diffusive and laboured 
panegyrics of profane poetry or history. We have already, perhaps, deviated 
too ikr from that beautiful simplicity ; and diminished instead of magnifying 
our object, by multiplying words. We hasten therefore, with our author to 
contemplate an object of infinitely higher consideration than himself; to 
which he constantly brings his own, and instructs us to bring our tribute of 
praise. 

Behold the obstructions, which nature, and art, and accident have assem- 
bled to distress, to discourage, and to deslioy the church of God ! An im- 
passable ridge of mountains upon the right hand and upon the left; the roar- 
ing sea in front ; a powerful, exasperated, revengeful enemy following close 
behind ; internal weakness, irresolution and dissension : the voice of sedition 
loud ; Moses on his face before God. In such a situation as this. Omnipo- 
tence alone can save. No voice but that of a God, is worthy of being heard. 
Be silent then, O heavens, and listen, O earth, it is God who speaks. " And 
the Lord said unto Moses, Wherefore criest thou unto me ? Speak unto the 
children of Israel, that they go forward !" What sublimity, simplicity, and 
force was here ! ♦* Go forward I" What, into the raging billows 1 Great 
God, thy commands declare thy name and thy nature ! What power except 
thine own, but must have been exposed and disgraced, by. assuming such a 
high tone of authority ! But what obstacle can oppose Him, who said, ** l^et 
there be light, and there was light ?" " who spake, and it was done, who gave 
commandment, and it stood fast V* 

My heart is agitated with a mixture of fear and joy as I proceed. •* The 
Lord God has given the word — Let the people go forward.'' When lo, the 
conducting pillar instantly changes its position, and solemnly retreats to the 
rear of the Israelitish host. The word given clears all the way before them, 
and '* the glory of the Lord becomes their rere-ward." Now, behold the 
double effect of this symbol of the divine presence ! To Israel, the cloud is 
all light and favour ; to the Egyptians, all darkness and dismay. To those, 
night shineth as the day — to these, there is obscurity at noondiQr ! '* And 
the angel of God, which went before the camp of Israel, removed, and went 
behind them ; and the pillar of the cloud went from before their face, and 
stood behind them. And it came between the camp of the Egyptians, and 
the camp of Israel ; and it was a cloud of darkness to them, but it gave light 
by night to tfiese: so that the one came not near the other all the night." Aw- 
ful distinction ! Where shall we find the solution of the difficulty 1 where, 
but in this, '' He will have mercy on whom he will have mercy ; and whom be 
will he hardeneth."* 

To prepare us for the history of the miracle which follows, give your atten- 
tion, for a few moments, to what every man and woman among yo« may have 
observed a thousand and a thousand times. Go to the bank of the river, go 
to the shore of the sea, and twice in every twenty- four hours, as certainly as 
lififht proceeds from the sun, what is now dry land will be covered with water, 
and what is now overflowed shall infallibly become dry ground. Farther, when 
a little wandering star, called the moon, is in this direction, or in this, the 
whole waters of the globe, in the ocean, in the seas, in the rivers, are ele- 
Tated or depressed to such a certain degree. Let that planet be in an eastern 
w a western direction, the tide is precisely at the same pitch of height or depth. 



* Rom. ix, 18^ 
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After we have made this remark, which is obvious to the notice and level to 
the understanding of a child ; the question will naturally occur, What, does 
this never fail I May we depend and act upon the certainty of such a regular 
succession and change taking place 1 Do the waters of the earth thus cer- 
tainly feel, or seem to feel the various appearauces of the moon ? Then it 
cannot be without the design and interposition of an intelligent and powerful 
cause, which never misses its aim, is never off its guard, is never thwarted or 
defeated by unforeseen obstacles. Then, that invisible, unknown, mcompre- 
hensible power, may exercise a discretionary influence over the stream of a 
particular river, over the billows of a particular sea. He may, with or with- 
out apparent second causes, make the current overflow its banks, or the chan- 
nel to become dry. 

Or, to make another appeal to common observation and experience, when, 
the sun is in such a certain position with respect to our earth, and the wind 
blows in such a direction, the water in that lake will be liquid and transparent, 
and the smallest, lightest pebble will sink to the bottom. But let the elevation 
of the sun be changed to an angle somewhat more acute, and let the wind sh'id 
into the opposite quarter, then, beyond all doubt, the selfsame water shall be- 
come solid as the rock, lose its transparency, and become capable of sustain- 
ing any weight that can be put upon it. How easy had it been for Him, who 
produces regularly these changes in the course of every changing year, to 
have given the globe such a position, as would have rendered the hoary deep 
one vast mountain of ice, all the year round, or have prevented a single drop 
of water from ever being congealed. And ** wherefore should it be thought a 
thing incredible," that such an one, willing to make his power known, and 
his grace felt, should at his own time, and in his own way, do that in a partic- 
ular instance, which he could have done perpetually and universally. Grant 
me the usual appearances and operations of nature, and I am prepared for all 
the uncommon, miraculous phenomena, with which the God of nature may 
see meet to present me. We come, accordingly, to the history of dividing the 
Red Sea, perfectly convinced that he who made it at first, can make of it what- 
ever he pleases ; and thoroughly satisfied that the occasion of such a notable 
miracle, as it is related by Moses, was entirely worthy of it 

If it be a just rule in criticism, that a Deity is never to be introduced but 
when his interposition is necessary, and on occasions becoming his dignity, 
the Mosaic account of this wonderful event, stands fully justified in point of 
taste as well as authenticity. The powerful rod is once more stretched out. 
The east wind blows : the sea retires ; and a safe and easy passage is opened 
for Israel through the channel of the deep. — "This also cometh forth from 
the Lord of Hosts, which is wonderful in counsel, and excellent in working." 

*» Speak unto the children of Israel that they go forward." The word 
which commands the progress also prepares the way. As in latter times, by 
the effectual working of the same almighty power, the grace which cured the 
father's unbelief, at the selfsame instant likewise cast the devil out of the 
son. It is the sensible language of the common proverb, " The king said. 
Sail ; but the wind said, No." The command of the King of kings alone 
procures prompt obedience from every creature ; for all are his subjects in fact, 
as well as of right. Thrones, principalities and powers are subject unto him ; 
and **a sparrow falleth not to the ground without our heavenly Father." 
When we behold our blessed Saviour, in the New Testament, saying to the 
stormy wind and the foaming billows, " Peace, be still," and a great calm in- 
stantly ensuing ; and compare it with the work of the great Jehovah under re- 
view, we are led directly to the conclusion of the Roman centurion who ob- 
served the wonders attending the crucifixion, ** Truly this was the Son of 
God." 
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In the history of our own country there fe a passage, which the eTent we are 
considering suggests to our thoughts, and which does honour to the piety, mod^ 
csiy and good sense of the prince whom it concerns. Canute, one of the ear- 
ly kings of the southern division of England, justly disgusted at th6 gross and 
impious adulation oi' some of his courtiers, who ascribed to him the attributes 
which belong only lo God, and called him ** lord of the earth and of tlie sea," 
that he might check their folly by something more than a simple reproof, com- 
manded his chair of state to be placed on the beach near Soothampton, dur- 
ing the flowing of the tide. Arrayed in his royal robes, and attended by all 
the nobility and great men of his court, he sal down with his face towards the 
sea, and thus addressed 'it : " I charge thee upon thy allegiance, O 8ea, to ad- 
vance no farther: Here I, thy lord, hare thought proper to 6x my statioil. 
Enow thy distance ; respect my authority, nor dare to touch the feel of thy 
sovereign, under pain of his highest displeasure." The swelling billows, re- 
gardless of his command and threatenings, continued to rush in, advanced im- 
petuously to the steps of his throtie, and speedily constrained the monarch and 
his train to retire. Upon which, turning round to his flatterers, he observed, 
" that he only deserved to be acknowledged as Lord of the land and the sea, 
whose will the winds and the waves obeyed." 

The breadth of the passage opened through the Red Sea must have been 
very considerable indeed, to have afforded to such a multitude as four millions 
of people, for less there could not be, space to get over in a single flight's 
time. To determine this we must have recourse to calculation. But your 
time being far spent, this, together with an attempt to solve s<wie of the di&- 
culties of the dispensation, and to remove some of th(3 objections which infi- 
delity has raised to the credibility or miraculousness of the history, must make 
a constituent, part of another Lecture. , 

In practically applying this subject, wc may consider the Red Sea, by which 
the armies of Israel were stopt short, as an emblematical representation of 
that great fight of afHiclion, that sea of trouble, through which every believer 
must pass in his way to the heavenly Canaan. Through the furnaces of 
E4V pt, through the paths of the Red Sea, through the swellings of Jordan, 
God's ancient people at length got possession of the promised land. And it is 
" through manifold tribulations that we must enter into the kingdom of God." 
It is of importance not only that we be going forwards, hut that we be making 
progress ; that growth in grace should keep pace with the uninterrupted flux 
of human life. The course which Providence leads us, though neither the 
shortest nor the most desirable, will be ft)und upon the whole the safest, the 
surest and the best. The possession of Canaan is not always the next step to 
our escape from Egypt. Justification by the grace of God puts us beyond the 
reach of our enemies, and adoption makes frood our title to " the inheritance 
of the saints in light ;" but it is sanctilication that makes us meet for the en- 
joymemt of the purchased possession. The Red Sea seemed to put an end to 
Israel's progress, but actually shortened the distance. So affliction, while it 
appears intended to^verwhelm, is accelerating the believer's speed to his Fa- 
ther's house above. *' All these things are against me," saith frail, faltering, 
erring man, in his haste. *' We know that all things work together for good 
to them that love God," saith the better infornted, the experience taught chris- 
tian, on reviewing the mysterious ways of Providence ; and on having attain- 
ed ** the end of his faith, even the salvation of his soul." If we look to the 
creature only, all is dark and comfortless ; nothing but cloud. When through 
the creature we look to an invisible God, all is peace and joy. We cannot 
remove mountains, nor turn floods into dry ground. It is not meet we 
should be trusted with such power. Obedience is our proper province ; sub- 
mission to the will of God our truest wisdom ; and when we follow the direc- 
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ikm of Providenee> our way cannot bat be prosperous. ^' Lord, we will follow 
thee wfaithersoe?er ibou goest." Human conduct is a woeful inversion of this 
rule. We torment ourselves about the event over which we have no power, 
and trifle with the commandmeRt with which alone we have to do. We neg- 
lect our duty, and then foolishly and impiously complain that we are unkindly 
dealt by, when Providence promotes not, or crosses pur inclinations. Let us 
shew chef^rful and unreserved complianco ; and be the issue what it may, 
whether our wishes be opposed or succeed, we shall at least have the consola- 
tion of reflecting, that the miscarriage is not chargeable to our own perverse- 
ness or folly. It is a dreadful, it is a twoedged evil, at once to lose our aim, 
and incur the just displeasure of God by disobedience. " Thy will," O Fa- 
theft ** be done on earth, as it is in heaven." Amen. 



HISTORY OF MOSES. 



I.ECTURE XI. 

EXODUS XV. 1, 2. 

Thea sang ttos^ aiid the children of IsniH this wng unto the Lord, cind spake, saying, I will sing 
ttnlo ilie Lord, for he ha4h triumphed glorioasly ; the horse and his rider heth be tbrowa iaio the sea. 
The Lord is my strength and song, and be is become my salvation : he is my God, and I will pre- 
pare him an habitation ; my Father's God, and I will csalt him. 

To no one man has the world been so much indebted for rational pleasure 
and useful knowledge, as to the inspired author of these sacred books. Moses, . 
as he is the most ancient, so he is by far the best writer that evev existed. 
Never in one and the same character were united talents so various, so rare, 
and so valuable. He may without hesitation be pronounced, the most eloquent 
of historians, the sublimest of poets, the profoundest of sages, the most saga- 
cious of politicians, the mopt acute of legislators, the most intrepid of heroes, 
the clearest sighted of prophets, the most amiable of men. The qualities of 
his heart seem to strive for the mastery with those of the understanding : so 
that it is difficult to determine whether, as the reputed son of Pharaoh's daugh- 
ter, as a voluntary exile from the splendour of a court, as the sympathizing 
friend'of his afflicted brethren, as the bold protector of virgin innocence, as 
the contented shepherd of Jethro's flock, as the magnanimous assertor of Isra- 
elitish liberty, or finally, as king in Jeshurun, ruling the thousands of Israel 
with meekness and wisdom — he most challenges our admiration and praise. 
Had the work! never been favoured with his works, or were it now to^ be de- 
prived of that precious treasure, the' loss were inconceivably great. Who does 
not shudder at the thought 1 What a fearful gap in the history of ntankind ! 
What a blow to take, what a blank in science, what^an impoverishing of the 
public stock of harmless pleasure, what an injury to the dearest, the best, the 
everlasting interests of mankind ! 

The venerable man, who has for so many evenings past condescended to 
delight and instruct us by the relation of events the most singular, interesting 
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and important, assumes this night a new character ; and in strains the swee^ 
est and boldest that bard ever sung ; in verses the loftiest that the imaginatMNi 
of poet ever dictated, rouses, warms, transports the mind. We forget the dis- 
tance of three thousand years. We feel ourselves magically conveyed to the 
banks of the Red Sea. We join in the acclamations of the redeemed of the 
Lord, as this song of Moses swells upon our ear. '* Then sang Moses and the 
children of Israel this song unto the Lord, and spake, saying, I will sing unto 
the Lord, for he hath triumphed gloriously ; the horse and hb rider hath be 
thrown into the sea. For the horse of Pharaoh went in with his chariots, and 
with his horsemen into the sea, and the Lord brought again the waters of the 
■ea upon them ; but the children of Israel went on dry land in the midst of 
the sea. The depths have covered them : they sank into the bottom as a 
stone."* How wonderfully suited to each other, the event and the celebration 
of it! 

In fulfilling the promise made in the conclusion of the last Lecture, and 
executing the business of the present, three objects^ are proposed. First, ta 
attempt a vindication of the history of the passage of the Red Sea, from some 
objections which have been made to the credibility or miraculousness of it. 
Secondly, to make a few criticisms on the sacred hymn which was composed 
on the ccasion, and now, in part, read in your bearing ; in the view of point- 
ing out a few of its more striking beauties. And, thirdly, to make a few re- 
marks on sacred poesy in general, tending to evince its superiour excellency ; 
and to point out the delicacy and difficulty of attempting to amplify or imitate 
what the inspired poets have written, as helps to devotion. In the first 1 shall, 
without ceremony or apology borrow the assistance of the pious and learned 
author of Dissertations, historical, critical, theological, and moral, on the most 
memorable events of the Old and New TE^<TAMENT history, — ^James Saurift, 
late minister of the French church at the Hague.t In the second, I shall submit 
to be instructed by an ingenious, pious and eloquent professor of rhetoric in 
the university of Paris, who has made choice of this passage, expressly for the 
purpose of exemplifying the majesty, beauty and simplicity of the scripture 
style.} And in the third, I shall do little more than transcribe from an ele- 
gant, penetrating and instructive moralist of our own age and country.§ Ta 
return : 

If we collect the several circumstances of this wonderful piece of history, 
it will readily be acknowledged, that there is here presented to the mind one 
of the greatest, or rather a series of the greatest miracles, which the hand of 
Omnipotence ever wrought in behalf of any nation. It is not therefore to be 
wondered at if the enemies of revelation have endeavoured to sully their lus- 
tre, and impeach their credibility. 

Three methods have been employed for this purpose — To ascribe these 
events to natural causes— To put them on a footing with others related in pra- 
fane history, and to represent them as contradictory and inconsistent. Three 
bulwarks of infidelity ; as many grounds of triumph for truth. 

First, these events, which we ascribe entirely to the almighty power of God, 
have been accounted for from the common and natural operation of cause and 
effect. Eusebius has preserved and transmitted to us a fragment from an an- 
cient author, Artapanes,|| to this purpose : ** Those of Memphis, one of ibe 
chief cities of ancient Elgypt, allege, that Moses perfectly understood the 
country ; that he had accurately observed the ebbing and flowing of the sea, 
and took advantage of the retreat of the tide to lead the people over. But 
they of Heliopolis relate the matter differently, saying, that while the king 
was pursuing the Israelites, Moses, by the command of Heaven, struck the 

^ Exodas XV. 1, 19, 5. t Tom. i. Disc. xlix. 4 Rollin Bel. I^. Tom. ii. Eloq. de Liv. Sacr. 
$ Johnson's life of the poet Waller. ^u^b. Prepar. Lib. iz. Chap, zxvii. 
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waters with a rod» upon which they immediatelj separated, and led a spacioui 
and safe passage for that great multitude ; and, that the Egyptians attempting 
to tbllow them the same way, were dazzled and confounded by preternatural 
fires, lost tbcir way, and by the reflux of the sea, were overtaken in the midst 
of the channel, and thus all perished either by water or by fire.'* 

Now, granting to this quotation ajl the force that unbelief can give it, this 
evidently appears upon the face of it, that Moses has vouchers of his divine 
l^aiiou, even in Egypt, even among the idolators themselves. If the Mem- 
phites accuse our historian of endeavouring to make a natural pass for a 
miraculons event, the Heliopolitans acknowledge that it was preternatural, and 
ascribe it to an immediate interposition of Heaven. And this concession is 
important, when we consider that it comes from the mouth of an enemy. 

Again the supposition of the Memphites must be rejected by all those who 
pay any regard to the authority of Moses, and of the other sacred writers. He 
himself indeed admits, that the eflect was forwarded by the assistance of a 
strong east wind. And whatever he ascribes to that, may seem so far to dero- 
gate from the greatness of the miracle. But it is no less true, that he throws 
out nothing like an insinuation that the passage of the vast host of Israel was 
produced by the intervention of second causes. And all the inspired authors, 
who, after him, have mentioned it or alluded to it, acknowledge only a super- 
natural agency. Thus Joshua, who was an eyewitness and a party , deeply 
concerned in the event. ** For the Lord your God ^ried up the waters of Jor- 
dan from before you, until ye were passed over, as the Lord your God did to 
the Red Sea, which he dried up from before us, until we were gone over : 
that all the people of the earth might know the hand of the Lord, that it is 
mighty : that ye might fear the Lord your God forever."* Thus, Psalm Ixvi. 
6. ** He turned the sea into dry land ; they went through the flood on foot ; 
there did we rejoice in him." And Ixxviii. 13. *^ He divided the sea, and 
caused them to pass through, and he made the waters to stand as an heap." 
And cvi. 9. *' He rebuked the Red Sea also, and it was dried up : so he led 
them through the depths as through the wilderness." And Heb. xi. 29. *' By 
fiuth they passed through the Red Sea as by dry land : which the Egyptians 
assaying to do were drowned." So that Moses, Joshua, David, and Paul, 
have but one and the same opinion on this subject. 

Bat farther, the essence of a miracle does not always consist in counteract- 
ing or suspending the laws of nature. One of the most contemptible of the 
adversaries of religion has weakly imagined,t that by a single objection he 
was able to invalidate one of the bulwarks, and shake one of the pillars of 
revelation. ** These miraculous effects," says he, " are referred, by the con- 
fession of scripture historians themselves, to the operation of second causes. 
It was by warming the body of a child, that Elijah brought him to life again. 
It was by applying clay, or dust mingled with spittle, to the eyes of a blind 
man, that Jesus Christ restored him to sight. It was by a wind, that Moses 
brought locusts upon Egypt, and obtained a passage through the Red Sea." 
To this it is replied — ^That the most common and natural things become mira- 
cles, when they present themselves precisely at the time and in the manner 
prescribed by Him who commands their appearance, for the confirmation and 
establishment of a certain doctrine. What so natural and common, for ex- 
ample, as to see the sun shining one moment in. full and unobstructed glory, 
and the next darkened and concealed by clouds 1 But if a person publishing 
a new doctrine as divine, abould undertake to prove hb mission by changing 
the appearance of the bright orb of day, at his pleasure, and by shewing him 
cither in unclouded majesty, or eclipsed and shorn of his beams, according as 

* Jofb. iv. 23; 24. <l Spinoia Tract. Tb«ol. PWit Cap. vi. 
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he gave the word ; and shoald we behold thU very ordinarf naUirAl pheaeme^ 
non actually and uniibrmly obeying ibe mandate, would not such an event, 
however natural in itself, beooine preternatural and miraculona from its cir- 
cumstances 1 Thus, there might be occasion for the influence of the wind, 
to favour and facilitate the passage of Israel. But, how was it possible for 
their leader, by mere human sagacity, to discover that a wind from such a 
quarter, springing up exactly at such an hour, should harden the bottom of the 
deep ? 

But, supposing the philosophy of Moses sufficiently accurate to assure him, 
that at such a time he might in safety march over his cumbersome retinae; 
eould it inform him also that Pharaoh and his captains would certainly be mad 
enough to follow him through that dangerous route 1 Could it assure him that 
the rashness of the tyrant, and the law which regulated the flowing of the sea, 
would exactly keep time, so as effectually to produce the destruction of his 
whole army ? T^ flux and reflux of the tide were known to Moses ; but, was 
h entirely unknown to the Egyptians 1 What, in so great an army, led- by 
the sovereign in person, in a land renowned for natural knowledge, was there 
no man astronomer enough to know, that the diflerence of a few hours is eve- 
ry thing in a case of this sort ; that to be in such a spot, at such a time, was 
inevitable destruction ? Incredible ! impossible ! 

Finally, it is altogether incouceivable that the space of three or four hours, 
the utmost that an ebb merely natural could have aflbrded them, was sufficient 
for the transition of such an astonishing multitude as that which Moses con- 
ducted. The learned Calmct has so fully demonstrated this point,* as to en- 
force the conclusion, that no degree of human knowledge could have disclosed 
to Moses a foresi;rht of the events which proved so propitious to him. Not 
therefore to the superiority of genius, but Ha a power divine, the praise is to 
be ascribed. And to the same principle we must recur in order to explain the 
mighty difference which Providence puts between the Israelites and the Egyp- 
tians, in the midst of the Red Sea. 

Attempts have been made to debase the dignity of this great event, by re- 
ducing it to the level of similar appearances recorded by profane historians. 
That degenerate son of Israel, Joseph us, flrst started this objection. These 
are his words ; ** this," speaking of the passage of the Red Sea, ** I have re- 
lated with all the circumstances, as I And them in our sacred authors. No- 
body ought to think it an incredible thing, that a people which lived in the in- 
nocence and simplicity of the flrst ages, might have found a way through the 
sea to save themselves. Whether it was that the sea itself opened it for them^ 
or whether it was done by the will of God : since the same thing happened 
long after to the Macedonians, when they passed through the sea of Pamphy- 
lia, under the conduct of Alexander, when God thought flt to make use of 
that people for the destruction of the Persian empire, as it is affirmed by all 
the historians who have written the life of that Prince. However, I leave all 
men to judge of this matter as they think flt." Thus far Josephas.t • 

The other instances which some presume to be put in competition with this, 
are the approach of Scipio with his army to the attack of New Carthage, by 
means of an extraordinary ebb at the change of the moon, recorded by Livy ;t 
a similar ebb of the river Euphrates, related by Plutarch, in his lifo of Lucal- 
lus ; and, a flood altogether as singular, upon the coast of Holland, in the 
year 1072: which kept up for twelve whole hours, and wa^ apparently^ 
means of preserving that republic from the consequences of a joint attack of 
the fleets of England and France. It is handed down to us in the lifo ^f the 
famous admiral De Ruyter, who had the command of the Dutch squadron at 

*^ Dissert, sur le ptsiage de la Bier Rouge. ' f Antlq. Jud. Lib, ii. Cap. vii. 

t Lib. xxvi. Cap. zhr. 
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that time. Neither your time nor patience admitting of an inqairj into the 
truth of these sereral facts, we satisfy ourselves with observing, that admitting 
them to be true, not one of them is any way worthy to be compared with the 
Mosaic account of the passage across the Red Sea. The pointed and partic- 
ular prediction of Moses; the rod employed, and the instantaneousness of the 
effect ; the fkcility and speed of the passage ; the rashness of the Egyptians ; 
their tragical end ^ every thing in short concurs to render this an unparalleled 
event. And nothing but an immoderate desire of depreciating the miracles 
of the sacred history, could have attempted to diminish this celebrated transit 
into a comparison with any of the other events which are alluded to. 

The third objection is, to the truth of the history ; pretended to be takem 
from the history itself, ^he time allotted by Moses, by his own account, lor 
the congregation, consisting of so many myriads, to ^sa over, is considered 
by the objectors as much too short for the purpose. But in order to soj^k^ 
it, they are obliged to go into uncertain, fanciful and unsuppoi^ted conjectures, 
about the breadth of the Red Sea at the place where the passage was opened* 
They make the breadth of that passage just what it suits their own arbitrary con^ 
jecture and calculation. They must needs constrain a great multitude, in very 
peculiar circumstances, unaccustomed to discipline, stimulated by fear, and 
borne on the wings of hope, to move with the leisure and deliberation of a 
regular army. They will not deign to acknowledge the power and grace ot 
the Most High in every part of the transaction. They overlook the descrip^ 
tion given of that people. Psalm ov. 37. as a people full of strength and vigourt 
and '* not one sickly among them." They, forget What Qod himself soon 
after says of them, '* You have seen what I clid unto the Egyptians, and how 
I bare you on eagle's wings, and brought you ufnto myself.'* We conclude* 
that as the case taken all together was singular, unprecedented, and followed 
by nothing like it ; so the particular circumstanced of it are likewise singular 
and unexampled, and will, with every candid person, bear out Moses, the sa- 
cred historian, against the charge of being inconsbtent with himself. 

We proceed to the second object which we proposed, namely, to point out a 
few of the more striking beauties of the sacred song, which was composed 
and sung in grateful acknowledgement of that great deliverance which w6 
have been contemplating. What will undoubtedly give it a high ilalue in the 
estimation of many is, that it is the most ancient morsel of poetry which th^ 
world is in possession of: being three thousand three hundred and thirty-sevea 
years old, that is, six hundred and forty-seven years before Homer, the most 
ancient and the best of heathen bards, lived or sung. But its antiquity is its 
■lightest excellency. The general turn of it is great, the thoughts nobly simr 
pie, the style sublime, the expression strong, the pathos sweet, the figure* 
natural and bold. It abounds throughout with images which at once sdike, 
warm, astonish, and delight. The occasion of it you well know. The poet's 
view is to indulge himself in transports of joy, admiration and gratitude, and 
to inspire the people with the same sentiments. Accordingly he thus impetus 
oady breaks out, 

Verse 1. *' t will sing unto the Lord, for he hath triumphed gloriously: 
the horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea." Here the tremendous 
majesty of God the deliverer, and the lively gratitude of the people saved, the 
leading object of the piece, are placed instantly and powerfully in sight ; and 
they are never dropt for one moment, to the end. T^ in the singular numberi 
is much more energetic and afiecting than we in the plural would have been. 
The triumph of Israel over the Egyptians did not resemble the usual triumphs 
of naiion over nation ; where the individual is overlooked and lost in the 
general. No ; every thing here is peculiar and personal. Every Israelite fot 
himself reflects with joy on his own chains now forevef broken in pieoe9« , 

Vol. III. 11 



Digitized by 



Google 



t4 HISTORY OF MOSES. Lect. XT. 

He seems to exult over his own tyrant-master now subdued under him, ancf 
bails his personal liberty now efTectually secuted. For it is natural to the 
heart of man, in extreme danger, to refer every thing to himself, and to con- 
sider himself as all in all. *' The horse atid his rider hath he thrown info the 
^a :" for the same reason the horse is much more forcible than horses would 
have been ; it marks strongly the suddenness, the universality, the complete- 
ness of the destruction. The Egyptian cavalry, numerous, formidable, cover- 
ing the face of the ground, is represented in a moment, by a single effort, at 
one blow, overthrown, overwhelmed, as if they had been but one horse and 
one rider. 

Verse 2. " JeifovAn is my strength and song, and he is become my salva- 
tion : he is my God, and I will prepare him an habitation ; my father's God, 
and I will exalt him." Is it lawful to say that the poet employs the most ex- 
quisite art, in representing this great deliverance, in every part and every view 
of il, as the work of Jehovah : the great " I am that I am :'* that name of 
Goo, by which he chose to be known to Israel through the whole of those 
memorable transactions t my strength^ that is, the source or cause of mj 
strehgth : and it points out the great God as the courage and force of Israel, 
Without the necessity of their exerting any of their own. " My song^^ that 
is, the subject of it. No instrument divides the praise with him. No power, 
no wisdom is employed but his own. He planned, arranged, executed every 
tiling by himself. " He is become my salvation.^* The fine writers of 
Greece or Rome would probably have said, **He hath saved me." But Moses 
iays much more ; the Lord hath undertaken himself to work deliverance for 
me : he hath made my salvation his own, his personal concern, and is become 
ti6 me eve^y thing I can want. 

•' He is MY God." Every word is emphatical. ** /ft," in opposition to the 
gods of Egypt, which cannot hear, nor see, nor save. " Mp God :" all-atten- 
tire to iny interest and safety, as if he had no creature but me to care for : and 
therefore my God : for I acknowledge not, I never will acknowledge, any 
dther. " My Jniher*s God." This repetition is most beautifully tender and 
pathetic. He whose greatness I adore, is not a strange God, unknown till 
rtow ; a protector for a moment No, he is the ancient patron of my family, 
his goodness is from generation to generation. I have a thousand domestid 
l^ooi^ of fiis constant, undiminished affection ; ftnd he is now making good to 
ibe only that which he solemnly promised to my forefathers. And how has 
he effected this? 

** Thfe Lonn is a man of trar." 

Ah ordinary writer would probably have represented the Almighty here as 
t%e God of armies : and as such discomfiting the host of Pharaoh. But Mo- 
ses does morfe ; he brings him forth as a champion, a soldier ; puts the sword 
iftto his hand, and exhibits him fighting his battles, the battles of Israel. 

The fourth and fifth verses contain a very fine display and amplification of 
the simple idea suggested in the first, "the horse and his rider,^* 

" Pharaoh's chariots and his host hath he cast into the sea : his chosen 
captains ar^ also drowned in the Red Sea, the depths have covered them, they 
^nk into the bottom as a stone." Image rises and swells above image. 
Pharaoh*s chariots, his hosts, his chosen captains — cast into the sea, drottmed 
in the Red Sea — covered with the depths, sunk to the bottom, at once, as a 
stone. Notwithstanding their pride and insolence, they can make no more re- 
sistance to the power of Jehovah, than a stone launched from the arm of a 
sArong man into the fiood. 

Every writer but a Moses tnust have stopped short here; or flattened his 
subject, by repeating or extending the same ideas. Bat the senq^hic poet, up- 
iiorne by an imagination ttrhich overleaps the boundaries of the world, and an 
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enthuatasm which cannot rest in aoj creature, springs qp to tht Creator hiin*> 
self, in these rapturous strains : 

" Thy right hand, O Lord, is become glorious in thy power : thy right hand 
O Lord, hath dashed in pieces the enemy. In the greatness of thine excel- 
lency thon hast overthrown them that rose up against thee.'* 

When the heart is full of an object, it turns it round» as it were oi^ e?ery 
8ide, returns to it again and again ; never tires in contemplating it, till admi- 
ration is lost in astonishment. — Moses after this efiusion of joy and praisft 
returns again to the matter of fact : but not in the language of mere descrip- 
tion, as in .the 4th verse ; but in a continuation of his bold, animated addresf 
to God himself; which gives it a life and fervour superiour to any thing human. 
As if the strength of one element had not been sufficient to destroy God's 
enemies, every element lends its aid. The deep opens its mouth, the fire 
consumes, the wind rages ; all nature is up in arms, to avenge the quarrel of an 
incensed God. The poet ennobles the wind, by making God the principle of 
it ; and animates the fire, by making it susceptible of fear. Ii> the same style 
of address to God, he throws himself as it were into the person and character 
of the enemy, previous to their defeat, and pours forth their sentiments of 
threatening and slaughter ; the more strongly to mark their disappointment, by 
contrasting the folly and impotence of man, with the power and justice of 
God. " The enemy said, I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the 
spoil : my lust shall be satisfied upon them ; I will draw my sword, my hand 
fihall destroy them." You see here vengeance hastening to its object, regard- 
less of opposition. The words, unconnected with a conjunction, seem to 
hurry on like the passion that prompts to them. And in what does it issue ?— 
^' Thou didst blow with thy wind, the sea covered them." And the picture is 
finished with this happy stroke, *^ They sank as lead in the mighty waters." 

But I feel I have undertaken a task far beyond my ability, and the limits of 
your time. And therefore break o^ with another borrowed remark, namely, 
that whatever grandeur and magnificence we may discover in this song, as it 
stands in such a place and connexion, its beauty and force must greatly rise 
upon us, were we permitted to penetrate through the mysterious sense con- 
cealed behind the veil of this great event. For it is certain, that this deliver- 
ance from Egypt covers and represents salvation of a superiour and more ex- 
tensive nature. The Apostle of the Gentiles teaches us to consider it as a 
type of that freedom which the christian obtains by the waters of baptism and 
the renewing of the Holy Ghost, from the yoke of the prince of this world. 
And the |M-ophet, in the book of Revehition, makes it to shadow forth the 
final and great deliverance of the redeemed, by introducing the assembly of 
those who overcome the beast, holding the harps of God in their hands, and 
einging '^ the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Laml^, 
saying, Great and marvellous are thy works. Lord God Almighty ; just anidi 
true are thy ways, thou King of saints ! Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, 
and glorify thy name ? For thou only art holy ; for all nations shall come and 
worship before thee ; for thy judgments are made manifest."* Now, as the 
scriptures declare that the wonders of this second deliverance shall infinitely 
surpass the first, and ahall entirely obliterate the remembrance of it ; we may 
easily believe that the beauties of the spiritual sense of this divine poem may 
totally eclipse those of the historical. 

Having endeavoured imperfectly to unfold some of the excellencies of this 
ancient sacred composition, I should proceed, as I proposed, to point out the 
delicacy of attempting, and the difficulty of succeeding, in imitating or ex- 
tending devotional poetry ; but your time and patience, perhaps, will be bet*^ 

•Rev. XV. 3,4. 
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ter employed in hearing me read to you a short passage, containing the sen- 
timents of an excellent modern critic* on the subject ; with which I shaH 
conclude this exercise. 

'* It has been the frequent lamentation of good men, that verse has been 
too little applied to the purposes of worship ; and many attempts have been 
made to animate devotion by pious poetry. That they have very seldom at- 
tained their end is sufficiently known ; and it may not be improper to inquire 
why they have miscarried. 

" Let no pioos ear be ofiended, if I advance, in opposition to many au- 
thorises, that poetical devotion cannot oflen please. The doctrines of religion 
may, indeed, be defended in a didactic poem ; and he who has the happy pow- 
er of arguing in verse, will not lose it because his subject is sacred. A poet 
may describe the beauty and grandeur of nature, the flowers of spring, and 
the harvests of autumn, the ?icissitudes of the tide, and the revolutions of the 
«ky, and praise the Maker for his works, in lines which no reader shall lay 
aside. The subject of the disputation is not piety, but the motives to piety ; 
that of the description is not God, but the works of God. 

" Contemplative piety, or the intercourse between God and the human soul, 
cannot be poetical. Man admitted to implore the mercy of his Creator, and 
plead the merits of his Redcepi^er, is already in a higher state than poetry can 
confer. 

"The essence of poetry is invention; such invention as, by producing 
something unexpected, surprises and delights. The topics of devotion are 
few, and being few are universally known ; but few as they are, they can be 
made no more ; they can receive no grace^ from novelty, of sentiment, and 
very little from novelty of expression. 

" Poetry pleases by exhibiting an idea more grateful to the mind than things 
themselves afford. This effect proceeds from the display of those parts of 
nature which attract, and the concealment of those which repel the imagina* 
tion ; but religion must be shewn as it is ; suppression and addition equally 
corrupt it ; «nd such as it is, it is l^nown already. 

" From poetry the reader justly expects, and from good poetry always ob- 
tiiins, the enlargement of his comprehension, and elevation of his fancy ; but 
this is rarely to be hoped for by christians from metrical devotion. Whateter 
is great, desirable, or tremendous, is comprised in the name of the Supreme 
Being. Omnipotence cannot be exalted ; infinity cannot be amplified ; per- 
fection cannot be improved. 

" The employments of pious meditation are faith, thanksgiving, repentance, 
and supplication. Faith, invariably uniform, eannot be invested by fancy with 
decorations. Thanksgiving, the most joyful of all holy effusions, yet address- 
ed to a being without passions, is confined to a few modes, and is to be felt 
rather than expressed. Repentance trembling in the presence of the judge, 
is not at leisure for cadences and epithets. Supf^ication of man to man may 
diffuse Itself through many topics of persuasion, but supplication to God can 
only cry for mercy. 

" Of sentiments purely religious, it will be found that the most simple ex- 
pression is the most sublime. Poetry loses its lustre and its power, because 
it is applied to the decoration of something more excellent than itself. AH 
that verse can do is to help the memory and delight the ear ; and for these 
purposes it may be very usefiil ; but it supplies nothing to the mind. The 
ideas of christian theology are too simple for eloquence, too sacred for fiction, 
and too majestic for ornament ; to recommend them by tropes and figures, h 
to ipagnify by a concave mirror the sideral hemisphere." 

** Dr. Samuel Jobnspo. 
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liECTURE XII. 

EXODUS XV. 23, 24, 25, 26, 27. 

4nd when thej* tame to Marab, they could not drink of the waters of Marah : for thej were bitlcr : 
therefore the name of it was called Marah. And the people murmured against Moses, saying, what 
shaJl we dnnk 7 And be cried uiito ibe Lord ; and the Lord shewed him a tree, which whenlie bad 
cast into the waters, the waters were made sweet : there be made for them a statute and an ordi- 
nance, and there be proved them, and said, .If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of tlie Lord 
thy God, and wilt do that which is right in his sight, and wilt give ear to his cemmandaients, and 
keep all bit statutes ; i will put none of these diseases upon thee which I have broogfat upon the 
E^^-ptians : for I am the Lord that healetb thee. And they came to EHm, where were twelve weOs 
of water, and threescore and ten palm-trees ; atd they encamped there by the waters. 

Unless the mind be under the reflating power of religion, it will be per- 
petually iofiing its balance, and changing its tenor : at one time accelerated 
into indecent and dangerous speed, through the impulse of desire, ambition, or 
jevenge ; at another it is chilled into languor and inaction, through fear, de- 
flpondeney and disappointment We shall behold the same person now be- 
lieving things incredible, and attempting things impracticaUe ; and anon stag- 
gering at the shadow of a doubt, and shrinking from the slightest appearance 
of difficulty and danger. Insolent, fierce and overbearing in prosperity, the 
unsteady creature b^mes grovelling, dispirited, and mean in adversity. ^* It 
is a good thing,*' therefore, '* that the heart be established by grace :" grace, 
that calm, steady, uniform principle, which veers not with every wind of doc- 
trine ; rises not, nor falls, like the Mercury in the tube, with every variation of 
the atmosphere, according to the alternate transition of disappointment and 
success, censure and applause, health and sickness, youth and age. In the 
day of prosperity, religion saith to the soul where it dwells, ** Rejoice," and 
in the day of adversity, **• Consider ;*' for a wise and a merciful God hath set 
the one over against the other. This divine principle corrects immoderate 
joy, saying to the happy, *^Be not high minded, but fear;" it consoles and 
supports the miserable, by breathing the sweet assurance, that the *^ light af- 
fliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory."* 

The want of this balance of the soul, and the dangerous consequences of 
that want, are strikingly exemplified in the history of the chosen people, 
whom Providence, by a series of miracles, undertook to conduct from £%ypt to 
Canaan. Elated or depressed by the aspect of the moment, we find them 
haughty in the hour of victory, and sunk into despair, by a defeat. The ekep- 
ness of the waters of the Red Sea, and their miraculous teparation, afford 
. matter of triumph to-day ; the bitterness of the waters of Marah causes uni- 
. versa] discontent and dejection to-morrow. But alas! we need not recur tr 
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distant periods of history for an example of the ruinous effects produced by 
a destitution of religious principle, and of the fatal power of unbelieU The 
history of every man's own experience is illustration sufficient. To what 
must we ascribe the en?y, jealousy, rage, pride, resentment, timidity, diffi- 
dence and dejection, which successively and unremittingly agitate the human 
mind ? Men walk by sight, not by faith. They feel the powers of the world 
that is, and are insensible of that which is to come. They look at ^* things 
temporal," and neglect those which *' are unseen and eternal.'' They stand 
in awe of the creature, and despise the Creator. While then we discover, de- 
plore and condemn a selfish, a perverse and discontented spirit, and an unbe- 
lieving heart in others, let us study, by the grace of God, to reform the same 
or like dispositions in ourselves. 

What a magnificent concert filled the shores of the Red Sea, afler Israel 
was passed over ! Every thing was suited to another. The words were adapt- 
ed to the occasion, the music to the words, the performers to the music 
There Mos^s, leading the bolder, rougher notes of manly voices ; here Miri- 
am, the prophetess, his sister, in sweet accord, blending the softer harmony of 
female strains with the notes of the timbrel, in praise of their great Deliverer. 
Never surely did such music strike the vault of heaven, and never shall again, 
*' till the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with songs» 
and everlasting joy upon their heads ; when they shall obtain joy and glad* 
ncss, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away :"* never, till the song of Moses 
be closed with the song of the Lamb. 

At length they quit the scene of their terror and of their triumph ; for the 
world admits not of a long continuance of either ; and they advance three 
days march into the wilderness. Escaped effectually and forever from the op- 
pression of Egypt, no more opposed in front by an unsurmountable barrier, 
nor hemmed in on either side by impassable mountains, nor pursued by a nu- 
merous and well disciplined army ; but the sea, once their hindrance, now 
their defence ; every foe subdued, and the road to Canaan straight before 
them, what can now give disturbance 1 On how many circumstances doea 
life and the comfort of it depend ! The failure or disagreeable quality of one 
ingredient corrupts and destroys the whole. In Shur they found no water ; 
in Marah they fmd water, but it is bitter. The unavoidable condition of a 
wilderness Htate ! Always too little, or too much ! Here there are children 
and penury ; there atlluenca and sterility. This year there is drosght parch- 
ing and consuming every plant of the field ; the next, an overflowing flood 
sweeping every thing before it ; and unhappy mortals are eternally augments 
ing the necessary ai^ unavoidable evils of human life, by peevishness and 
discontent. 

Oblige an ungrateful person ever so oflen, and disappoint or oppose him 
once, and lo, the memory of a thousand benefits is instantly lost All that 
Moses, all that God has done for Israel is forgotten, the moment that a scarci- 
ty of water is felt. For it is with this spirit as with that of ambition : nothing 
is attained in the eye of ambition, while there is yet one thing to be attained. 
All the favour of Ahasuerus avails Haman nothing, while Mordccai the Jew 
sits in the king's gate. So ingratitude says nothing is granted, while one thing 
is denied me. One scanty meal in Shur, or one unpalatable beverage at Ma- 
rah, has obliterated all remembrance of the recent wonders of Egypt, and the 
more recent miracles of the Red Sea. And as one evil quality is ever found 
in company with its fellows, we here find ingratitude and impiety toward God 
blended with unkindness and unreasonableness toward man. And cowardice 
pitifully levels its keen arrows at the servant, not daring to attack the master. 

* Isai. XXXV. 10. 
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" The people murmured against Moses." A J^worldly mind under distress 
either flies to the creature for help, or accuses the creature as the cause of its 
woe. Piety leads the soul directly to God ; it views the calamity as his ap- 
pointment ; and finds its removal, its remedy* or its compensation in the di- 
vine mercy. Israel tastes the bitter water, desponds, and charges Moses fool- 
ishly. Moses cries to God, and is enlightened. 

Observe the goodness and longsufibring of God. Readier to listen to the 
entreaties of Moses than to punish the perverseness and unbelief of the peo- 
ple, he instantly directs to a cure for the nitrous quality of the waters of Ma- 
rah. ** The Lord shewed him a tree, which when he had cast into the waters, 
the waters were made sweet," 

Of little consequence is it to inquire, because it is impossible to determine, 
whether the wood of this tree had in it an inherent virtue which naturally cor- 
rected the brackish taste of the water ; or, whether the sweetening quality 
were preternatnrally communicated to it to fulfil the present design of Provi- 
dence. Whether I see water sweetened by a log of wood cast into it, or issu- 
ing from the flinty rock> or flowing naturally in the brook ; whether I see Israel 
fed with bread from heaven, or Moses and Christ subsisting forty days without 
bread at all ; or mankind in general supported by bread growing gradually out 
of the ground ; I still behold but one and the same object ; " good gifls com- 
ing down" but in so many different ways " from the Father of lights." The 
wise man, in the apocryphal book of Ecclesiasticus, has made a happy use of 
this passage, to inculcate the necessity of using appointed means in order to 
obtain success. The Lord (says he) hath created medicines out of the earth, 
and he that is wise will not abhor them. Was not the water made sweet with 
wood, that the virtue thereof might be known ? and he hath given men skill, 
that he might be honoured in his marvelbus works. With Mch doth he heal 
men, and taketh away their pains. My son, in thy sickness be not negligent ; 
but pray unto the Lord, and he will make thee whole." 

A fondness for allegory has represented the effect produced by this tree cast 
into the waters, as embieroatical of the virtue of the cross, in sweetening and 
sanctifying tffliction to the believer, and taking the sting out of death. Un« 
doubtedly, when an object so important and a doctrine so instructive can by 
whatever means be impressed upon the heart, we ought not too squeamishly to 
reject application and illustrations of this sort. In order to promote the ends 
of true piety, what though we relax a little of the kws of rigid criticism ? If 
imagination serve as an handmaid to virtue and devotion, let men be as fanci- 
ful as they will. If a serious soul be edified or comforted, shall I mar his joy 
and disturb his tranquillity, by forcing him to comprehend the meaning of 
Greek and Hebrew particles t Whether it be warrantable or not to give this 
evangelical turn to the passage before us, its moral intention and import will 
hardly be disputed. It exhibits the reluctance which men feel to encounter 
affliction, then: impatience and unreasonableness under it, the wise design of 
Providence in afflictive dispensations, namely, to *^ prove men, whether they 
will diligently hearken to the voice of the Lord their God, and do that which 
is right in his sight." And inally, it illustrates the power, wisdom and good- 
ness of God, in counteracting one natural evil by another evil ; making poison 
serve as an antidote to poison, and healing the greater plague of sin by the 
less, that of suffering. 

Some commentators have conjectured, that it was about this very spot that 
Hagar was relieved and supplied with water, she and her son, by the angel of 
the Lord, when they were banished from Abraham's house ; and they reprove 
the incredulity of the Israelites by the example of her faith. AfVer all, it was 
undoubtedly a very severe trial ; whether we consider how much water, sweet 
water, is connected, not merely with the convenience and comfort, but with 



Digitized by 



Google 



S* IllSTOKT OF MOSES. I**CT. xu, 

the ret J existence of human life ; the immense qoantity aeeessary for the sup- 
port of such a vast multitude of men and women, besides cattle ; or the pecu- 
liar demand occasioned bj a vertical sun and a parched soil. We pass on 
from Marah as men, and as the inhabitants of more favoured regions, prais- 
ing Ood, *' who walks upon the clouds," and refreshes us fVom heaven above ; 
gushes upon us in a thousand streams of limpid comfort from the earth be- 
neath, and gently flows through every field in a tide of delight ; and as chris- 
tians we flee for refuge and refreshment to that wondtrful Man^ described in 
prophetic vision in such beautiful figures as these ; '* A man shall be as an 
hiding place from the wind, and a covert firom the tempest : as rivers of 
water in a dry place ; as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land."* Gold, 
silver, and precious stones, are produced in small quantities, and are of diffi- 
cult and dangerous investigation. And happily the life of man consists not in 
such things as these. Whereas the things which really minister to human 
comfort, and' constitute the real support of human life, are poured down upon 
us with unbounded profusion. The choicest blessing which ever was bestow- 
ed upon the world, is common and free to all as tbe water in the stream, at 
the light and air of heaven. 

But though the bitter waters are sweetened for present use, Israel must not 
think of continuing encamped by them. They are to be but the transient re* 
fi'eshment of the wayfaring man, not the stated supply of the land of promise^ 
Whatever we have attained, whatever we enjoy, the voice of Providence 
still summons us away, saying, ** Arise ye and depart, for this is not your rest" 

Their next journeying is from M^ah to Elim, where were twelve wells of 
water, and threescore and ten palm-trees ; and they encamped there by the 
waters." In the preceding station, their provision was partly firom nature, 
partly from the kindness of a gracious Providence. Nature furnished the sub- 
stance, a miracle endowed it with the suitable qualities. But at Elim, nature 
seems to do the whole, with her *^ threescore and ten palm-trees, and twelve 
wells of water." And what is nature, but the great Jbhovah performing the 
most astonishing wonders in a stated and regular course t Water issuing from 
a rock when smitten by a rod, is not in itself a whit more miraculous than the 
conlpiuaH^ supplying one little stream from the same spring. Being arrived 
at Elim, they encamped " by the waters." The ^ord " Elim" standing in 
our versicm untranslated, is generally considered as the proper name of a 
place ; but it is by some, and with a great appearance of reason, rendered, 
" tht forests" This is supported by a passage of Strabo,t the famous geo- 
grapher and historian of Gappadocia, to this purpose ; that '* at five days 
journey from Jericho there is a forest of palm-trees, which is held in great 
veneration throughout all that country, on account of the springs of water 
which are found there in great abundance." The numbers twelve and seventy 
in the sacred text, instead of signifying a determinate quantity, may undoubt- 
edly denote indefinitely, according to a license common in all languages, a large 
abundance. And thon the account of Strabo, and the narration of Hoses, 
will naturally confirm and strengthen each other. Two writers of no less em- 
inence and credit than TacitusJ and Plutarch^ plainly allude to this passage, 
when they say that ** the Jews, being ready to perish with thirst, happily dis- 
severed springs of running water." 

But, instead of settling the geography of the spot, and the import of the 
word Elim, let us look into the fact recorded, and through it into the volume 
of human nature. *' They encamped there by the waters." The selfsame 
spirit which murmured at the taste of a bitter stream, disposed them to seek 
repose by the side of one that was sweet and placid. Mistaken in both, a 
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vanial mad is eaail| unhiiigecl and soon aatisfied. — ^Like children, tbey are 
jHit out of humour with a straw, aud preseuily pacified they know not why ; 
and behold unbelief lying at the root of both one and the other. Now, eager 
to get home before the time ; by and by drowning all thoughts and hopes of it 
in the bauble of the present hour. See Israel at one time disconcerted and 
chagrined to find that the wilderness did not produce every thing to a 
wish ; at another, ready to forego the prospect of Canaan for Egypt, and to 
accept the land of dates and water for that flowijig with milk and honey* 
Never did any good come of sitting down contentedly in temporal possessions* 
No sooner do men become easy and comfortable in their circumstances, thaa ' 
they grow capricipus and fantastical in their wishes and desires. If Provi-^ 
dence visit them not with scarcity, or unpleasantness of water : their owa 
restless appe^te shall visit them with an absurd and unreasonable craving for 
flesh. The firuit and shade of the palm-tree, and the deliciousness of a freak 
spring, please not long. Put an end to novelty, and farewell delight. But a 
month and fourteen days have elapsed, since with so much joy they quitted the * 
iiouse of bondage : and they are weak and wicked enough to wish themselves 
thither again. And why 1 because, in a march of a few short weeks at most, 
through a wild and desert country, they wallowed not in the profusion of 
Sgypt, which they were obliged to purchase at the price of their liberty and 
blood. 

When we hear of such an universal mutiny, for it was not the murmuring 
«f a few factious discontented spirits, but of the whole congregation of Is- 
rael, what have we not to fear fro.n the just resentment of a holy and righteous 
God, thus insulted by mistrust and unbelieT?' We find him immediately tak* 
Ing up the cause, and, in a manner peculiar to*himsclf. Wonder, O heavens, 
-and be astonished, O earth. '* And the Lord said unto Moses, Behold I will 
rain"— what ? Fire and brimstone from heaven, upon this generation of in- 
corrigible rebels, until they be utterly consumed 1 No, but *' I will rain bread 
from heaven upon you." Is this thy manner with m^, O Lord God ? Sure- 
ly, *' it is of thy mercy we are not consumed, because thy compassions 
fail not." . 

The historical fact which follows, as the accomplishment of this mmis^ is 
one of the most singular upon record ; and so mixes itself with the leading ob- 
jects of the New Testament dispensation, that it well merits it separate and 
particular consideration. 

Being arrived at another of the great epochas, or periods of ancient history 
the g6ing out of Egypt ; we shall make a brief recapitulation of thQ whole, 
firom the beginning. The first great period of the history of the world, is 
from the creation down to the deluge ; containing the space of one thousand! 
six hundred and fifty-six years ; and a succession of eight lives, firom Adam, 
to the six hundredth year of Noah. The second is, from the flood to the call- 
ing of Abraham, and contains four hundred and twenty-seven years ; and a 
succession of ten lives, from the hundred and eighth year of Shem, the son of 
Noah, to the seventy-fifth of Abraham, the father and founder of the Jewish, 
nation : six of the patriarchs, after the flood, being now dead, Noah, Phaleg, 
Rehu, Serug, Nahor, and Terah ; and four of them still living, Shem, Arphax-^ 
ad, Salah, and Heber. So that one Hfia, that of Shem, connects the antedilu^ 
▼ian world, and the call of Abraham. For he was ninety-eight years old be- 
fore the flood came ; and lived till Abraham was one hundred and fifty, and 
Isaac fifty years old. The third grand period of the world, containing four 
hundred and thirty years, commences on the fifteenth day of the month A bib, 
which answers to the end of our April, or the beginning of May. And some 
learned chronologists have undertaken to prove, fi-om the scripture history and 
astronomical calctdations, that Abraham departed from Haran, the paschs) 
Viri. III. 12 
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lamb was sacrificed in Egypt, and Christ expired trpoQ tbe cross, as the pm- 
pkiation for the sins of the world, oo Calraiy, in the identical month of the 
year, day of the month, and hoar and minnte of the day. This period con- 
tains a succession of seven lives, including Abraham's, from his seventy-tifth 
year to the eightieth of the life of Moses* 

From the creation, then, to the exodus, is the space of two thousand fi?e 
liundred and thirteen years, and a succession of twenty-four lives. The date 
of this event, in relation to other important and well known events in the his- 
tory of mankind, stands as follows : it happened after the death of Abraham, 
three hundred and thirty years. After the death of Isaac, two hundred and 
twenty-five. After the death of Jacob, one hundred and ninety-eight Afte^ 
the death of Joseph, one hundred and fbrty-lbur. Before the destruction of 
Troy, about three hundred. Before the first Olympiad, or the earliest reckon- 
inff of time among the Greeks, seven hundred and fourteen. Before tbe 
tuilding of the temple, when the Israelitish glory was in its zenith, five hun- 
dred and six. Before the Babylonish captivity, nine hundred and sixty-three. 
Before the building of Rdme, seven hundred and thirty-eight Before Christ 
was born at Bethlehem, dne thousand five hundred and fiftyK>ne. Before tbe 
present year 1793, three thousand three hundred and forty-four. 

What is the conclusion of the whole matter ? «< A thousand years,** O 
Lord, '* in thy sight, are but as yesterday when it is past, and as a watch in 
the night."* •* Our fathers, where are they ? the prophets, do they live for- 
ever 1" ** Seeing then that all these things shall be disserved, what manner of 
persons ought ye to be, in all holy, conversation and godliness ; looking for 
and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being 
on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heati 
Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new 
eartb, wherein dwelleth righteousness."t " So teach us to number our days, 
that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.":|: '^ Many shall come from tbe 
east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, in tbe 
l^ingdom of beaven.**§ ** The law was given by Moses, but grace and truth 
came bv Jesus Christ.*'|| *' And he that sat upon the throne said. Behold, I 
m4ke BR things new.'* <'He which testifieth these things saitb, Surelyi I 
come quickly. Amen. Even so, come. Lord Jesus. "tf 
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LECTURE XIII. 

EXODUS XVI. 11, If, 13, 14, W. 

AadiiMLMdtpdkeiintolloM8,fajriiig,Iha?elieai4tlieoiiirmim^ wpetk 

ooto them, aaymg, At even y^ shall eat flesh, aiid in the morning ye shall be filled with bread : and 
ye thai! know that I am the Lord vour God. And it came to paw, that at even the quails came 
op, and covered the camp : and la the BmrBing the dew lay round about the hofL And when th« 
dew ibai lay was eone ap^ behold, upon the face of the wildemes there lay a small round thing, aa 
amaJi as the boar-trosi on the ground. And when the children of Israel saw it, they said one to 
anoiber. It is manna : for ihey wist not what it was. And Moses said unto theon, This is the bread 

- whkb tke Lord hath given you to eat 

^ Man, compoBed of body and spirit, is giving continaal indication of the ori- 
gin from which he springs. His creative imagination, his penetrating under- 
sUnding, his quickness of apprehension, loftiness of thought, eagerness of 
desire, fondness of hope ; nay, even his erect figure, and a countenance turned 
upward to the skies, bespeak him the son of Qoid, into whose nostrils Jehovah 
has breathed the breath of life, and whom he has framed afler his own image. 
On the other hand, appetites perpetually craving a supply out of the earth ; 
the law of his nature, which stretches him in a state of insensibility upon the 
lap of his mother, for one third of his existence, in order to suppt^ the ena- 
ployments of the other two ; and rational powers subjected to the wVR of sense, 
shew us a creature taken from the dust of the ground, always dependent up- 
on it, and hastening to return thitherward again. 

Providence permits us not for a moment to forget who and whence we ar^. 
Have WQ laboured an hour or two ? Hunger, and thirst, and weariness irre- 
sistibly draw us to the grosser elements of which we are compounded. A 
little bread and water having dispensed their nourishing virtue, a short sleep 
having restored our wasted powers, the soul starts up into conscious immor- 
tality, it springs ft)rward to eternity, grasps the globe, expatiates from sphere 
to sphere, ascends to the throne of God himself At one time, we behold a 
grovelling, contemptible being, all body, absorbed in the low and gross desire 
of the moment, a tit companion to the beasts that perish ; and anon we see 
that very same wretched creature becoming all spirit, leaving the earth 
behind him, mixing with angels, and holding fellowship with the Father of 
spirits. 

Religion is constantly aiming at the restoration of our fallen nature, is still 
exerting her qviickening power to raise the bestial into rational, the rational 
into divine ; she graciously employs herself in gradually detaching us from 
things seen and temporal, and in uniting us to those which are unseen and 
are eternal. The world, on the contrary, is as constantly striving to degrade, 
to depref^, to extinguish the immortal principle, and to sink the man in the 
brute. Hence we see the worldling dreaming of much goods laid up for 
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maoj yetn, eDdeafouring to confer doratioD even upon his seiMiiality ; wbila 
Christ teacheth his disciples to pray, saying, *' Gi?e us this day our daily 
tread." And by this admonition, he pow^fuUy checks immoderate anxiety 
tbout the future. *' Therefore, 1 say unto you, take no thought for your life, 
what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink ; nor yet for your body, what ye 
f hall put on : is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment 1 
Behold the fowls of the air : (or they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather 
into barns ; yet your heavenly Father leedeth ihenu Are ye not much better 
than they ?"» 

To teach men their constant dependence, their provkion is bestowed in a 
gradual, daily supply ; not in heaps but in handfuls. And when God was 
pleased miraculously to feed Israel in the wilderness for forty years together, 
the food of every day came in its day. All attempts to hoard were defeated. 
Every one's portion was sufficiently ample; and accumulation became a 
nuisance instead of wealth. 

Men, under the impulse of their passions skiggisUy crawl, or eagerly run 
to the objects of their pursuit ; but God is ever advancing towards bis in the 
same steady, majestic pace. When we hear of the birth of Moses, the deliv- 
erer of Israel, wo immediately conclude that the time of their redemption is 
now at hand. But behold forty years elapse before a single effort is made for 
this purpose. And, it is then the feeble effort of a solitary individual to 
avenge a private wrong ; while the general enfranchisement seems rather r^ 
tarded than accelerated by it ; and another period of forty years passes, with- 
out one api^rent step taken towards public liberty. The fetters of Egypt are 
at length broken, and Israel is enlarged ; but the possession of Canaan is still 
at a distance ; and a third space of forty years consumes that whole generation 
in the wilderness ; and Moses, their conductor, dies at the age of one hundred 
and twenty years, before the sole of one foot enters into the land of promise, 
as a possession. So unlike are the preconceptions of erring men to the de- 
signs of the infinitely wise God. 

When we behold that vast congregation, by snch a display of Omnipotence 
rescued from bondage, conducted through the Red Sea, made to triumph over 
all their enemies, we are apt to consider them as the favourites of Heaven, 
destined to personal honours and possessions. But the event teaches us to 
correct our hasty judgment, and instructs us that not the particular interests 
of individuals, but the great interests of the church of God, are the care of 
Heaven ; that, though Aaron and his sons may die, the priesthood ever lives; 
and that while prophet after prophet retires, it is only to make room for the 
Prince and Lord of all the prophets. 

Of little consequence is it to obtain possession of expected good, unless we 
be fitted for the enjoyment of it. A nation of slaves was unqualified to exer- 
cise the rights, and to enjoy the privileges of citizens. Israel had no existence 
in Egypt but merely a natural one. They had no civil constitution, no laws, no 
government To have been conducted directly to Canaan in such a state had 
been the reverse of a benefit. Providence therefore thought proper to employ 
a series of years in the wilderness, in training the people for empire, in 
modelling a government suitable to their future condition, and by enacting 
wise laws, respecting both religion and civil polity, prepared them for that ex- 
alted rank which they were to hold among the nations ; and that duration of 
power and importance, with which the salvation of the whole human race was 
80 closely connected. Thus the eternal decree makes the possession of the 
heavenly Canaan sure to every heir of glory ; which decree, the justifying 
grace and adopting love of his heavenly Father declare and confirm ; hot be 

*MaU.vL26,26. 
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is not brought home to his Father's house above, tfll through the school ofdi»« 
eipline, and by the Spirit of holiness, he is '* made meet tq be a partaker of 
the inheritance of the saints in light." 

Men, through impatience and peevishness, miss the very end at which they 
aim. Canaan flies but the farther off, from being grasped at too soon. The 
homely provision brouy^ht from Egypt was now spent ; the milk and honey of 
Canaan were not yet bestowed. The wilderness naturally produced nothing 
for food, hardly water to quench their thirst. The wonders of Egypt, the 
parting of the Red Sea, the sweetening of the bitter waters of Marah, all, all 
is forgotten the moment distress comes upon them. ** And the whole congre- 
gation of the children of Israel murmured against Moses and Aaron in the 
wilderness." God immediately takes up the cause as his own ; but instead of 
expressing the resentment of an insulted sovereign and benefactor, declares 
his gracious resolution to overcome this ungracious spirit, by compliance and 
kindness ; and men, unworthy of the meanest earthly fare, have a promise of 
a daily supply of bread from heaven. But as God does not always withhold 
in displeasure, so he does not always grant from love. When Providence 
deigns to indulge the humours and gratify the lusts of men, it is far, very far 
from being a token for good. A promise of bread in the morning is precious 
information ; but the addition of flesh to the fbll in the evening wears rather 
the appearance of a threatening. When our desires exceed the bounds of 
wisdom, the accomplishment, not the disappointment of them, becomes our 
punishment 

It is remarkable too, that the luxurious part of their demand was granted 
before that which was necessary. The quails came in the evening ; the roan* 
na appeared not til) the next morning. Another proof, that the supply granted 
flowed not from unmixed affection. 

Without going at present into any of the critical inquiries which have been 
pursued, respecting either the name or the nature of this wonderful bread, we 
proceed to make a few practical observations upon it, founded upon the letter 
of the history, as it stands in our bible. 

First. Then and then only is faith warranted to expect relief from a mira- 
cle, when means have been tried without effect ; or, when we arc in such a 
situation, that no means can be used with a probability of success. If God 
in bis providence has brought us into the wilderness, where no corn can grow, 
where no water flows, we may reasonably look for an interposition from above 
for our support, which we should expect in vain in a land of corn and vine- 
yards. Where there is a field for the exercise of foresight, industry and dili^ 
gence, we tempt God instead of honouring him, when we cast our work, and 
not oar care upon him. And yet it is not uncommon to see a listless, indolent 
diaposition, wanting to pass itself for reliance on the goodnoss of Heaven. 
Herod desired to see Christ merely in the view of gratification to an idle cu- 
riosity in hope df seeing a miracle performed ; but his motive being wrong 
and unworthy, his desire was not indulged. The Pharisees, from a captious, 
nnb^ieving spirit, tempted Christ, "asking a sign from heaven ;" but though 
eigu innumerable were every day exhibited in compassion to the miserable, 
and condescension to the weak, no sign but that '• of the prophet Jonas," was 
given to the self^sonceited infidel. Jbhoyah performs the wonders of his 
power and goodness, neither to save the exertions of the lazy, nor to tickle 
the imaginations of the curious. His object is not to make men stare and 
wonder, but to do them good. 

Secondly. Man's happiest estate is to feel his daily, constant dependence 
upon his Maker, and to see the regular promised supply evincing the truth 
and faithfulness of its bountiful Author. With a monitor for Gpd pressing in 
Jipon us through every avenue of the soul, we are nevertheless apt to be inat- 
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ientive ma^ unlbinkfiiL It is thaefyte an ioHaaee of gM«l g«od«€M, wbea 
God is pleased to force hinadf opoo our tbougfata, and to inviie ub to cooiioii* 
nion with *' the Father of our spirits," in the consMrce of a constant, habitual 
friendship. Here then the poor ha?e finitely the advantage o?er the rich. 
They see, or they are blind indeed, tbey see their ** dry morsel and their din* 
Her of herbs," coming at the expected hoar from the bounty of indulgent 
Heaven. They are not snffiared to be careless, impious and ungrateful. 
Their homely fare is garnished and seasoned wkh what gold cannot purchase^ 
nor power compel, the gentle wbispws of a Father's love, the kindly wfilconie 
of an affectionate friend. And yet the bulk of mankind is striving and strain- 
ing to get out of this happy state ; eagerly duelling «t a situation which would 
iniallibly betray them into self-sufficiency, insolence, and irreligion« That 
proud word, iwUpmdmet^ is continually in their mouths, and the thing itself 
is in their hearts ; not considering, that the real faAppuneaa of man consists in 
mutual connexion and dependence, and that the glory and felicity of every 
rational being is founded upon union with, and a eense of his constant and 
entire dependence on his Creator. 

Thirdly. No fulness and no excelkncy of created comforts will produce 
real happiness to rational beings without the aid of religion. During the 
abode of Israel in Egypt, the observance of the sabbath h^i been greatly ne- 
glected, if not altog^er disused. The religious principle of course must 
have been much weakened, if not wholly ^strc^ed. There was nothing 
done, then, tiH this matter was reestablished. For there can be no good goVi> 
ernment but what is founded upon religion ; and religion cannot long exist in 
any degree of either fervour or purity, where no aUention is paid to &e Lord's 
day. Providence, therefore, employed a certain method to point out that day 
to Israel, and to enforce the observance of it. On that day no manna felL 
But to compensate the failure, a double quantity was given the day befiire ; 
and the manna of that day, contrary to its usual custom, retained ita sweetness 
dunng Uie sabbath : it neither melted away, nor became putrid. But, alas ! 
long disuse had so much diminished public respect for the ordinance, that n 
discipline of forty years is scarcely sufficient to restore it to its ancient dignity 
and estimation. The restraints of religion «re no encroachments on human 
liberty. ^* The sabbath was made for man," a seaeon of rest for his body ; a 
season of c<Mitemplation for his mind. It was intended to be his Qomfort, an 
a citizen of this world ; and Ins condition as a candidate for another country* 
that is, an heavenly, is closely connected with it. Can ithe great God be .hon- 
oured by our resting from the usual employments of life for a seventh part of 
our time 1 Surely not : but CkMl is honoured and glorified, when man is 
made wise, good and happy. 

Fourthly. The folly and perverseoess of men exhibit a melancholy con- 
trast to the wisdom and goodness of God. The promise of the Almighty gave 
full assurance oi a daily, certain, slated supply. But either through mistrust 
at one time tbey attempt to hoard up tcMSorrow's provision from the super- 
abundance of to-day ; or, through impiety at another, they violate the divine 
appointment, by going out to g^er on that day when they were expressly as- 
sured they needed to expect none. Thus we are always doing too little or too 
much : impatiently and impetuously outrunning Providence, or sluggishly and 
carelessly lagging behind. And what do we get te^ ourselves, in either case, 
but disappointment and dishonour 1 The man who diffidently laboured to ac- 
cumulate for five days of the week, when he looks upon his store, finds he has 
been treasuring up to himself nothing but stench and putrefiiction ; and the 
Israelite who presumptuously trusted liis sabbath day's entertainment to the 
manna of that day, must fiaist for his folly. 

Fifthly. Observe the care of Providence to preaerve among this highly 
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fitroured people a^omCant aeiMie of their «qQaliC]r« AH had thek* constant 
Bopply ; every one was entitled to his fair proportion ; and no good purpose 
did it answer to grasp at a doable portion. For the hand which miraculously 
rained down this heavenly bread, rairacnlovsly modified it to every one's use. 
** He who gathered moch had nothtng over, aed he that gathered little had no 
lack.*' Now if we attend to the conduct of Providence to this day, and in 
every state of the world, we shall find the same equality of distribution still 
fcmig on. A man has just what he usee and no more. With a chest full of 
gold, he has a desire to eat but twice or tbrice a day at most. With a tbou»> 
and suits of apparel in his wardrobe, he can use but one at a time. His neigh- 
boor, therefore, who has but one dinner, and one coat at once, is, upon the 
whole, just as rich as he. Beyond what nature requires, reason approves, and 
the Almighty crowns with his Messing, all ischildish and fantastical. «' There 
is that seattereth, and yet inereaseth ; and there is that withholdeth more than 
is meet, but it tendeth to poverty."* If this were fek and understood as it 
ought, we should see less eagemeas, rapacity and selfishness in one part of 
mankind, and less unthankfulness and discontent in another. 
^ Sixthly. Mark the danger of giving way to a light, wanton, fanciful dispo- 
dtion. Even manna pleased not long. An imagination filled with the luxu- 
rious dainties of Egypt, soon spurned at it, as ** light bread." There is no 
end to wishing and desiring. Unadulterated nature craves but little, and is 
not dtffictdt to please. But once give the reins to fiincy, and the wealth of 
Crcesus, the magnificence of Solomon, the elegance of LncuUus, and the Inx- 
ory of Heliogabalus, will soon stink and be despised. Men ate angels' food, 
and loathed it Of what imporUnoe then must it be, to check in ourselves, 
and to repress in those whose virtue and happiness are entrusted to our care, 
tfie first workings of a wild and fiuHastieal appetite. Children cannot be too 
simply clothed and fed. Solicit the palate by delicacies, and you kindle a fire 
in tM itnagination to which no wealth can administer a sufficient supply of 
fhel, which no reason can keep within bonnds« which will certainly produce a 
thoctsand real evils, and render the possessioB of the real folicities of^Hfo taste- 
less and insipid. Teach young ones to value themselves on dress and appear- 
ance, and you undermine the fabric of their true consequence. In proportion 
as you lead them to derive their importance firom the adorning of their bodies, 
you strip and eimose their minds. 

Seventhly. The same Power which eompted the manna on the second 
day, and which preserved it from corrnption every seventh day, commanded a 
smaJl portion to be laid up, for a memorial to fiiture generations ; and for that 
purpose miraculously kept it in its original state of sweetness and perfection. 
In this we see the absolute subjection of all things to the will of Qod. They 
grow and decay, they continoe and pass away, t^y live and perish just as he 
will. ** I know that thou wilt bring me to death, and to the house appointed 
for all living." ** And, I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he shall 
stand at the latter day upon the earth. And though after my skin worms de- 
stroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God." No power nor skill can re- 
deem the body fW>m the power of the grave ; the arm of an archangel is nnar 
ble to confine it there. 

Finally. The manna firom heaven is likewise an ima^ of better things to 
come. The bread of angels coold not confer immortality on those who did 
eat it : but ** the true bread which came down from heaven," communicatea 
etcfrnal life to all who partake of it. But the words of our Saviour himself 
will best ex|^ain this subject. *^ Jesus saith unto them, I am the bread of 
life ; he that cometh to me shall never hunger, and be that believetb on me 
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shall ne?er thirst VeriljT, verily, I say unto you, he that believeth on me hath 
everlasting life. I am that bread of life. Your fathers did eat manna in the 
wilderness and are dead. This is the bread which cometh down from heaven, 
that a man may eat ^thereof and not die. I am the living bread which came 
down from heaven. If any man eat of this bread, he shall live forever ; and 
the bread which 1 will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the 
world. The Jews, therefore, strove among themselves, saying, how can this 
man give us his flesh to eat 1 Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, except ye eat the flesh and drink the blood of the Son of 
Man, ye have no life in you. Whoso eateth my flesh and drinketh ray blood, 
hath eternal life ; and I will raise him up at the last day ; for my flesh is meat 
indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. He that eateth my flesh and drinketh 
my blood, dwelleth in me, and 1 iu him." ** As the living Father hath sent 
me, and I live by the Father, so he that eateth me, even he shall live by me. 
This is the bread which came down from heaven, not as your fathers did eat 
manna, and are dead. He that eateth of this bread shall live forever."* 

Having thus finished the Course of Lectures proposed for this season,f what 
remains, but that with a grateful heart I first acknowledge the great goodness 
of Ahnighty God, wlio has graciously lent health and strength for carrying on 
this undertaking thus far. If any savour of divine things has been felt, or 
coi;nmunicated ; if scripture truth has, to any, been set in a new or an agreea- 
ble light ; if a taste for sacred reading and meditation has been conveyed ; if 
the connexion between the Old and New Testamei^t has been pointed out, and 
impressed upon any heart ; and, if the young in particular have been induced, 
by any thing said in this place, to think for themselves, and to compare spirit- 
ual things with spiritual ; — the Lecturer has gained his end, and is already in 
possession of his reward. The praise he cheerfully renders to Him to whom 
It belongs. 

To you, my very dear friends, my thanks are in the next place unquestion- 
ably due, and are rendered with unfeigned gratitude. Your patient attend- 
ance and candid attention, during seven months together, I shall ever consider 
as a proof of attachment the most flattering and the most encouraging. Why 
should I conceal my feelings on the occasion ? I engaged in this undertaking, 
at first with fear and trembling ; I proceeded with solicitude ; but I conclude 
with heartfelt satisfacttc^n ; because the countenance I have met with encour- 
ages me to hope that my labours may have been d^ing some good* If there 
be one circumstance which gives me pain, it is the excess of that liberality and 
approbation which has so far overrated and overpaid my endeavours to convey 
to you useful and pleasing instruction. In return, all I can do, is to wish and 
pray that your kindness may be returned a thousand fold into your bosoms, in 
temporal, smritual and heavenly blessings. And now, my beloved brethren, 
farewell. To the grace of God I commend you all: even, *' to Him that is 
able to keep you fn>m falling, and to present you faultless before the presence 
.of his glonr with exceeding joy ; even to the only wise God our Saviour."} 
That we shall never all meet again in an earthly temple is certain. For time 
is hastening to silence the tongue of the preacher, and to close the hearer s 

* John vi. 47, &c . 

fFor the reason assigned, when these discourses were first submitted to the public eye, some of tw 
occasional eddresaes fiporo the pulpk were retained in the publication. But the Lectures of a ^*J|"' 
MA correspoodiof exactly lo the usual lize of a vokime, it became at lenf^ a matter of doubt, wb^her 
these addresses should be alto^ther suppressed, modelled into a more proper diction and station fr^ 
the press, or gfiven exactly in the order and words in which they were delivered. The doubt 'S*'®^ 
in reviving upon the last. This Lecture concluded Uie Coarse of the Spring, 1783. The Cour* » 
the ensuing season commenced vrith that which follows. Perhaps it was unnecessary to say so mucir 
in explanation of a matter so ITttte important aa the concltiaion of one discourse and the introduction w 
another. 
tJude24;S|». 
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«ar. Bat we hare eyerltusting consolation and good hope, through grace, of 
meeting together, and of worshipping in that temple, which has no need of 
the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it ; for the glory of God doth light- 
en it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. And the nations of them which are 
vaved shall walk in the light of it ; and the kings of the earth do bring their 
^lory and honour into it. And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day ; 
for there shall be no night there.^'* Let us, therefore, '* be steadfast, unmove- 
able, always abounding in the work of the Lord ; forasmuch as we know thaC 
ipur labour is not in vain in the Lord."t 



HISTORY OF MOSES- 



liECTURE Xir. 

EXODUS XVH. 1, f, 6, 6. 

Anil an (he cofig^regatfoo of tbe children of Israel journeyed fmm the wildemeSB of dia. after ibeir 
joumies, accordinr to the commaadmeot of the Lord, and pHched in Rephidim ; and there was no 
water for the people to drink. Wherefore the people did <Hiide with Moses, and said. Give tis water^ 
thai we may drink. And Moses said unto them, Whv chide you with roe ? Wherefore do ye tempt 
ihe Lord ? And the Lord said unto Moses, Go on before the people, and take with thee of tM 
elders of Israel and thy rod, wherewith thou smotest the river, take in thine hand, and ro. Behold 
I will stand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb : and thou shah smite the rock, and there shall 
cxune water out of it, that the people may drink. And Moses did so in the so^t of the eklers of 
Israel. 

The reconciliation of interrupted friendship is one of th chief delights of 
human life. The extatic pleasure of meeting again, afler long absence, per- 
sons whom we dearly love, obliterates in a moment the pain of separation i 
and one hour of sweet communication compensates the languor, solicitude and 
gloom of many years. Afler an interval of five months, I return, to couTerso 
with Moses, and to talk of him to you, with the satisfaction of one who has 
been upon a long journey, and, returning home, finds again those whom he 
lefl, those whom he loves j and finds them such as he wishes them to be*. Let 
ns, my dear friends, with mcreased ardour, afiection, admiration and gratitude, 
renew our intimacy with the venerable man to whom we are indebted for so 
much rational pleasure, and for so much useful instruction. Moses, thoa 
prince of historians, sublimest of poets, sagest of legislators, clearest-sighted 
of prophets, most amiable of men ! To thee we owe our knowledge of the 
ages beyond the flood \ Thou first taughtest to string the sacred lyre, and to 
«dapt the high praises of God to the enchanting concord of sweet sounds* 
By thee, king in Jeshurun, all succeeding princes have been instructed how 
to govern ; and lawgivers are formed to political wisdom and sagacity. By 
thee, Jews were led to expect, and Gentiles are encouraged to rejoice in Mes- 
siah, tho great prophet, after thy similitude ; by whom alone thou art excel- 
led. And by thee, sweetest, meekest, gentlest of mankind, the endearing 



* Bet. x/l 25—25. f 1 Cor. xv. 58. 
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ohstfities of prifate life are most engagiaglj exemplified, and most powerfullf 
recounneaded. 

But chiefly thee, O Spirit ! thee only, we adore, 



-" Who didft inspire 



That shepherd who first taught the cboien seed, 
lu the beginning, how the heavens and earth 
Kose odt qC chaos.'' 

Whatever wisdom we may have learned, whatever pleasure we may have ev- 
joyed, whatever comfort we possess, whatever hope we feel — ^ali, all is of thee, 
pure, eternal, unchanging source of light, and life, and joy. 

Moses, in the passage of his writings which I have now read, is carrying on 
his own interesting, eventful history. At the head of the myriads of Israel, 
he is now pursuing his march front Egypt to Canaan, following a guide who 
would not mislead them, and whom they could not mistake ; protected hy a 
power, which, like a wall of ire, bid defiance to every threatening foe ; and, 
fVom day to day, supplied by a bounty incapable of being exhausted. All these 
present and singular advantages, had the sweetness of hope mingled with them. 
They had just escaped from the most humiliating and oppressive of all servi- 
tude, and they were hastening to the inheritance of their fathers ; yet we find 
them a people as peevish, irritable, and difficult to please, as if they had never 
known adversity, and as if they had just issued from the lap of ease and in- 
dulgence. To-day, the bread is dry and stale ; to-morrow, the water is bitter; 
the third day, there is a scarcity of it. The water is sweetened ; manna de- 
scends ; quails fall around their camp ; but there is still ** a cruel something 
unpossessed," and all that went before is forgotten ; all that is in possession 
becomes insipid. Bestow on the ungrateful person nine hundred and ninety^- 
uine favours, and withhold the thousandth, and all you have done for him is 
lost. The present pressure always seems the heaviest. Mouldy bread and 
brackish water in the wilderness, are eonsidered as evils more intolerable than 
all the rigours of slavery in Egypt 

Where does this censure fall T On that moody, murmuring race, the Jews, 
and on them only ? Alas ! it overwhelms ourselves ; it bears hard, not upon 
individuals here and there, but upon mankind ! We expect more from the 
world than it possibly can bestow ; and when we discover its insufficiency, we 
charge God foolishly ; and because we have not every thing that we wish, we 
are satisfied with nothing. Solacing ourselves, like Jonah, under the shadow 
of a gourd, we fancy it is a perennial shelter. We see not the worm which ii 
gnawms its root ! and when it is smitten down and withers, we are ready to 
say, with the sullen, testy prophet, " We do well to be angry." 

But, was the want of water a slight evil ? And, is it sinful to complain 
nnder the pressure of calamity like this ! And, was this the Jirst time Israel 
had been in distress, and found relief? Who was it that sweetened the waters 
of Marah 1 Who divided the Red Sea t Who rained bread from heaven t 
And, who ever mended his condition by murmuring and discontent! Had 
God intended to destroy that people, why ail this exertion of a strong hand, 
and stretched-out arm to deliver them. God in the ftiilureof our earthly com- 
forts intends not our mortification and ruin, but our wisdom and improvement 
He thereby teaches us our d'^pendence ; it summons us to the observation of 
his providence ; and levels, not the hope and joy, but the pride and self-suffi- 
ciency of man. 

Water ! precious fluid ! infinitely more valuable than the blood of the grape, 
than rivulets of oil, or honey from the rock ; refreshed, sustained every mo- 
ment by thee, we are every moment wasting, neglecting, forgetting thee. We 
prize thee not, because of thy rich abundance ; and^ because thou enterest 
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iolo e? ery other mean of food and comfort, thy importance is unobeerTed, thy 
benefits forgotten. May I never know thy value from the want of thee. 

** There was no water for the people to drink." ^ Wherefore the people did 
ehide with <* Moses, and said, Give us water that we may drink. And Mose» 
Mid onto them, Why chide yon with me 1 Wherefore do ye tempt the Lord ?" 
If io their calmest moments men are often incapable of reasoning justly, and 
distinguishing accurately, is it any wonder to find them, in the very tide and 
whirlwind .of passion, acting foolishly and unreasonably 1 Who would envy 
preeminence such as that which Moses enjoyed 1 Is glory obtained ? He 
comes in but for a moderate share. Is blame incurred, or distress felt ? All 
10 imputed to him. To what a severe trial was the temper of this meekest of 
all men now put ! What so provoking as to meet with censure when we are 
conscious of meriting praise 1 What so galling as to have the calamities of 
others charged upon us as crimes ; to be accused as culpable, merely because 
we have been unfortunate ? Surely the great are set in " slippery places ;" and 
'* uneasy must the head lie that wears a crown." 

We see Moses flying in the hour of danger, whither the people ought to 
have fled in the hour of their affliction. " He cried unto the Lord." Relig* 
km opens a refuge when every other refuge fails : and it administers a remedy 
to ills otherwise incurable. I tremble for the life of Moses. He trembles for 
himself. " They are almost ready to stone me." The voice of Jehovah is 
again heard, and Moses is in safety. But I tremble now, for these murmur- 
ing, unbelieving, rebellious Israelites: Is not the thunder of His indignation 
going to burst out 1 Is not the fire hastening to consume 1 Or, is the earth 
going to open her mouth, and swallow them quick up into the pit 1 Behold a 
solemn preparation is making ! But it is an arrangement of love. It is the 
▼oice of God I hear : but it speaks mercy and peace. The tremendous rod 
of God, wherewith he bruised and broke Egypt, is again employed ; but not 
as the instrument of punishment to Israel. It smites, not a sinful peofrfe, but 
the flinty rock ; and it draws forth, not a stream of blood from the heart of the 
offender, but a stream of water to cool his tongue, and to restore his fainting 
souL Surely, O Lord, " thy ways arc not as our ways : for as the heavens are 
higher than the earth, so are thy ways higher than our ways, and thy thoughu 
than our thoughts."* " Behold, therefore, the goodness and severity of God : 
OD them which fell, severity ; but towards thee, goodness, if thou continue in 
his goodness : otherwise thou also shalt be cut off*."! Astonishing instance of 
the power and sovereignty of the Most High ! The same rod which smote the 
riTor, and it became blood, smites the rock, and it becomes streams of water. 
Who is to be feared, who is to be trusted, but the God who can do these great 
things 1 r u • 

How honourable had it been for Israel, to have had this stage of their 
marching through the wilderness, distinguished by a name which betokened 
and commemorated their faithfulness, obedience and submission. Instead of 
this, the names Massah and Meribah, must transmit to all generations the 
Hieroory of temptation, chiding and itrife. HappUy the monuments of human 
frailty, folly and guilt, are also the monuments of the divine patience, forbear- 
aace and tender mercy. " But the law had only a shadow of good things to 
eome." Where Moses leaves us, Isaiah tokes us by the hand, and 1^*^» "^ 
OD our way, pointing to Him whom all prophesy revealed, and saying, •• Be- 
hold a King shall reign in righteousness, and princes shall rule in judgment. 
And a man shall be as an hiding place from the wind, and a covert firom the 
tempest ; as rivers of water in a dry place ; as the shadow of a great rock m 
« weary land."| And the apostle of the Gentiles conducts our weary, wander- 

*ba.hr.S, 9. tBoia.ii.21 jTssu ixxii. 1,2. 
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hig steps from the rock in Horeb to the rock Christ, from whence issues the 
mighty *^ river, which makes j^lad the city of our God ;** and which afbrds, 
not a transitory, tempory refeshment, but a perpetual, never failing supply. 
^ Moreover, brethren^ I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our 
fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea ; and were all 
baptized unto Moses in the cloud, and in the sea ; and did all eat the same 
spiritual meat, and did all drink the same spiritual drink : for they drank of 
that spiritual rock which followed them, and that rock was Christ."* Tho 
words o( the apostle insinuate, that the stream which issued from the rock in 
the wilderness continued to flow, and accompanied their progress tfaroogh th» 
desert during the remainder of their long pilgrimage, till, being arrived at the 
land of promise, a land watered with the dew of heaven, and the abundance 
of the rivers, a miraculous supply being unnecessary, was withdrawn. 

Thus was the gospel preached to them of old time. The solid rock became, 
as it were, moveable ; ** and followed them" wheresoever they went. The 
adamant was melted into a pool for their refreshment. Blessed type of Him 
who in his own person accommodated the immutability of the divine nature to 
the necessity and the relief of human misery ! Blessed type of thai stream 
of blood flowing from the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world, and 
^ which taketh away the sins of the world !" Blessed type of that *^ consda- 
tion that is in Christ Jesus*' for the weary and heavy laden, for the guilty and 
the wretched, for the faint and dying ! Blessed type of that precious stream 
which has flowed in every ^, and is flowing to every nation and people un- 
der heaven ; and which never leaves the path of the Z ion-traveller, till, 
through the midst of Jordan, he stands on the delightful shore of the Canaan 
that is above, where it becomes ** a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, 
proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. In the midst of the 
street of it, and on either side of the river, there is the tree of life, which 
bears twelve manner of fruits, and yieldeth her fruit every month ; and th# 
leaves bt the tree are for the healing of the nations. And there shall be no 
more curse : but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it : and his 
servants shall serve him, and they shall see his face : and his name shall be in 
their foreheads. And there shall be no night there ; and they need no candle 
neither light of the sun : for the Lord God giveth them light ; and they shall 
reign forever and ever."f 

In the recapitulation of this wonderful history in the book of Numbers, an 
interesting and important circumstance is recorded, which in Exodus is sup- 
pressed ; and which we must here insert, that we may view the event com* 
plete in all its parts, and that we may feel it in all its force. The miracle of 
extracting water from the rock, which proved so salutary to the people, became 
fatal to Moses himself. And this he, with his native candour and simplicity, 
thus relates : ** And Moses took the rod from before the Lord, as he com* 
manded him. And Moses and Aaron gathered the congregation together be- 
fore the rock, and he said unto them. Hear now, ye rebels ; must we fetch 
yon water out of this rock ? And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod 
he smote the rock twice ; and the water came out abundantly, and the con* 
gregation drank, and their beasts also. And the Lord spake unto Moses and 
Aaron, Because ye believed me not, to sanctify me in the eyes of the children 
of Israel ; therefore ye shall not bring this congregation into the land which I 
have given them."| For the illustration and improvement of which, we beg 
your attention to the following remarks. 

Observe, first. The credit which is due to the sacred writers in general, 
and to Moses in particular, for their fidelity and integrity in relating those 
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particulanr of tbeir temper and condact which are the object of censDre and 
coodemnation, as well as those which merit applause. Indeed they do both 
with the same ** simplicity and godly sincerity." They never appear solicit- 
OQS to celebrate their own praise, and if glory may redound to God, and edi- 
fication to men, they honestly publish their own shame. Unlike the generality 
of mankind, who are perpetually catching at opportunities to introduce their 
dear selves, that they may be valued and admired : and, with equal anxiety, 
drawing a veil over their errors and imperfections. But these holy men de- 
livered not their testimony ** according to the will of man," nor in the spirit 
of the world ; but, ** spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost." And, 
with candid judges, this candour of theirs will be deemed no slight argument 
of their reracity in general, and no slender proof of the credibility of the 
.scripture history. * 

Secondly, Remark the mixtnre of frailty and imperfection which enters 
into every human character. Moses himself is not faultless. And what is 
more observable still, he fails on the side of his greatest excellency ; he is found 
weak there where he seemed most strong. '* Now the man Moses was very 
meek, above all the men which were upon the face of the earth."* Never- 
theless, what saith the history ? He loses temper, and speaks unadvisedly 
with his lips ; ** Hear now, ye rebels ; must we fetch you water out of this 
rock V'i He takes glory to himself instead of ascribing it to God : '* Must 
toe fetch yon water 1" He presumptuously exceeds his commission. He lifts 
up his band and smites the rock twice with his rod^ whereas he was command- 
ed only to speak unto it, before the eyes of the people. 

Seems it not as if God intended to write vanity and shame on all the glory 
of man, ^* that no flesh should glory in his presence ?" by shewing us faithful 
Abraham mistrusting his God, and seeking refuge in falsehood : the patient 
Job growing peevish, and *' cursing his day :" the affectionate and zealous 
Peter basely denying his Master ; and the meek and gentle Moses waxing 
warm, and in his haste speaking disrespectfully of God, and unkindly of men. 
** Be not high-minded, but fear." <* Let him who thinketh he standeth, take 
heed lest he iall." " Keep thy heart with all diligence ; for out of it are the 
issues of life."| ** Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth, keep the door of 
my lips."§ 

Observe, thurdly. The delicacy and the danger of assuming a latitude and 
a liberty in sacred things. In what concerns the conduct of human life, and 
our intercourse one with another as the citizens of this world, many things 
must be left to be governed by occasion and discretion ; but, in what relates 
to the immediate worship of God, and where the mind of the Iiord has been 
•learly made known, to assume and exercise a dispensing power is criminal 
and hazardous. The tabernacle must be constructed, to the minutest pin and 
loop, according to the pattern delivered in the mount. If Uzzah presume to 
put finrth his hand to support the tottering ark, it is at his peril. A holy and a 
jealous God will be served only by the persons and in the manner which he 
himself has appointed ; and the intruder into sacred offices and employments 
is ready to be broken in upon in hot displeasure. Has God said, '* Speak to 
the rock." Who has the boldness to strike it 1 Moses dares to do it ; and 
his rashness forfeits his title to a part and lot in the promised inheritance. 
Into Canaan he shall never enter, but only see it at a distance with his eyes. 
The offending, chiding, murmuring congregation is pitied, forgiven and re- 
lieved. The offending, hasty, presumptuous prophet is punished. *^ Our God 
is a consuming fire." " It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
Cod. Who can understand his errors ? Cleanse thou me fi-om secret faults. 
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Keep back thy aenrant also from presumptuous sias, let tbera not have domiii' 
ion orer me : then shall I be upright, and I shall be innocent from the great 
transgression." 

Remark, in the fourth place, The rashness and folly of man shall not, can^ 
not render the purpose of God of none effect A whole people shall not be 
permitted to perish for thirst because the prescribed mode of relief has not 
been exactly followed. Though the rock be stricken, instead of being spoken 
unto, it shall not fail to yield the promised fountain of water. M'ises is frail, 
but God b good. There has pretailed, since the beginning, a strange con- 
tention between the folly and perverseness of the follen, apostate creature, and 
the wisdom and goodness of the gracious Creator. And, glory be to God, 
our evil is overcome of his good. And when all struggle and opposition are 
at an end, when the will of God shall finally prevail, '' and every high thought 
shall be brought into captivity to the will of Christ," it shall then be found, 
that *' the wrath of man" has all along been ** working the righteousness of 
God ;" that the elementary strife which was permitted to take place in the 
natural world ; the jarring, discordant passions which seemed to convulse and 
disturb the moral government of Gk>d, and even the infernal devices of the 
powers of darkness, were all, without their design, nay, contrary to their in* 
tention, carrying on the great plans of the divine providence to their consum* 
mation. Glorious, transporting thought! I will henceforth command my 
troubled soul into peace. I will calmly wait the issue, and leave it to the 
great God, in his own time and way, to explain the reasons of his conduct, 
and fully vindicate his ways to men. The troubles which I see, the troubles 
which I feel, the troubles which I fear, though they may come nigh, shall 
not overwhelm my soul ; " I shall not be afraid when I bear of evil tidings; 
my heart is fixed, trusting in the Lord."* <* We know that all things work 
together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according 
to his purpose."! ** For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, work* 
eth for us a far more exceeding and an eternal weight of glory. "| 

Fifthly, When we behold a holy and righteous God thus severely punishing 
what may be deemed, by some a digfat oflfencO) in one of the dearest and best 
of his children, let none dare to trifle with his justice. If Moses, in one 
rash moment, by one unadvised step, incurred a displeasure which he could 
never remove, and forfeited an inheritance, which he never was able to recov- 
er, what hast thou, O man, to expect, whose whole life has been an aecumo- 
lation of offence ; has been the addition only of sinfulness to weakness, and 
of presumption to foHy 1 '' If the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the 
ungodly and the sinner appear."§ Take care how you estimate the malignity, 
guUt and danger of sin, by the erroneous and fluctuating standard of your own 
weak understanding, or still weaker passions. Not according to these, nor 
the maxims of the world, nor the prejudices of a mi^uided spirit ; but by a 
steadier rule, by an unchanging law, thou shalt be judged, and finally justi* 
fied or condemned. If Moses lost an inheritance in an earthly Canaan ibr 
neglecting to give gbry to God in one instance, tremble to think of beii^ 
eternally excluded from ** the inheritance of the saints in light," for ten thon- 
sand ofl^nces of the same nature. Beware of reckoning any transgressions 
small, any sin venial, any temptation contemptible. Behold the mighty faUea» 
and be bumble. 

It is truly affecting to find Moses in the sequel earnestly entreating a remis- 
sion of the sentence, but entreating in vain ; and, when unable by supplication to 
preiail, submissively resigning himself to the will of God. But the world has 
seen a still more awful demonstration of God's displeasure at sin. When tks 
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Lord laid upon the head of the great atonement ** the iniquity of ni all ; it 
pleased the Lord to bruise htm, and pot him to grief.'* <* God spared not his 
own Son, but gave him up for us all." Is it possible to conceive a motive so 
cogent to abstain from evil, and even from the appearance of it ; and to loathe 
tatd put off from us the garment spotted with the flesh ? 

But again, one offence, though it may provoke the anger and call down the 
chastisement of a holy God, breaks not off all intercourse, and forever, be- 
tween him and a good man. With the firmness of a wise and just father, he 
denounces the punishment and inflicts it. With the tenderness and love of a 
gracious and relenting parent, he carries on the correspondence ; and even 
admits the offending child to closer intimacy, and to familiarity more endear- 
ing. For the great God is not like them who mar and embitter their pardon 
with hard conditions, cruel upbraidings, and mortifying recollections ; and 
who plainly shew, that though they may be capable of forgiving, they know 
not what it is to bury injuries in everlasting forgetfulness. The conduct of 
Moses too, under the weight of this awful displeasure, is amiable and instruc- 
tive. He mutters not» with sullen Cain, '' my punishment is greater than I 
can bear ;*' he sinks not into dejection ; he replies not in resentment. While 
he deprecates the penalty, he attempts not to extenuate the guilt of his 
crime ; and though well assured he is not to have the honour of conduct- 
ing Israel into Canaan, nor the happiness of enjoying a personal possession 
in that promised inheritance, yet he withdraws himself from no particu- 
lar of duty, relaxes not his diligence, cools not in his zeal ; he labours to 
the last, does what he can, though he be not permitted to do what he would ; 
he goes before Israel to the land of promise, though access into it was denied 
him. This, as much as any thing in his history, marks his character and 
evinces the greatness of his soul. And this teaches a lesson of no mean im- 
portance ID nriendship among men, namely, to cultivate with diligence and 
masiduitv the charities which we have in common, and to suffer those things to 
rest and sleep, which, if stirred and awakened, are likely to disturb and sepa- 
rate us. 

It is not the design of Providence that we should think exactly the same 
way on all points, fiut, shall I agree with my brother in nothing, because we 
happen to differ in one thing 1 

I detain you till I have made only one remark more opon the whole histcnry. 
The distress of the cattle for want of water, is mentioned as a circumstance 
of importance both in the books of Exodus and Numbers, and it is especially 
attended to in the miraculous relief which heaven provided. Is the great God 
d^rraded, when he is represented as " caring for oxen, and feeding the ravenSf 
and hearing the young lions when they cry ?" No, no ; these minuter views 
of his providential care and kindness endear him but the more to the under- 
standing that discerns, and the heart that feels. I know not a more tender 
stroke of the pathetic eloquence than that which we have in the prophesy of 
Jonah, when God extended mercy in a manner peculiar to himself, to Nineveh, 
that great and sinful city. ^^Then said the Lord, Thou hast had pity on the 
gourd for the which thou hast not laboured, neither madest it grow, which 
came up in a night, and perished in a night ; and should not I spare Nineveh, 
that neat city, wherein are more than threescore thousand persons that can* 
aot discern between their right hand and their lefl hand, and also much 
cattle."* 

One stage more will bring us with Israel to the foot of Sinai, to observe 
and to improve one of the most notable dispensations of Providence upoa 
record; "The giving of the law." But here let us pause with dayoul 
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acknowledgemeBt of that bountiftil hand, which fed the seed of Abraham im- 
mediately uom the clouds for forty years together ; and which feeds us, through 
rather a longer process, by blending and coropounding the qualities and influ* 
ences of earth, air, fire and water. While we adore the providential cara 
which refreshed Israel by streams from the rock, let us rejoice together, that 
it refreshes us by keeping our rivers ever flowing, our fountains constantly 
supplied, and the clouds of our atmosphere, in their season, always impreg* 
nated with the rain and the dew. *' With the bread that perisheth," gracious 
God ! grant us that <^ which endureth to life everlasting." Amen. 



HISTORY OF MOSES- 



LECTURE XV- 

EXODUS XVBL 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, IS. 

Then came Amalek, and Iboght with Israel in Rephidim. And Moses said unto Joihiia, Choose ui 
out men. and go out, fight with Amaiek : to-inorrow I will stand on the top of the bill with the rod 
of God m mine hand. So Joshua did as Moses had said to him, and fought with Amaiek. And 
Moses, Aaron and Hur went ap to the top of the hill. • And it came to pass when Moses bdd up his 
hand, that Israel prevailed : and when he let down his hand, Amaiek prevailed. But Moses's hands 
were heavy ; ana ihev took a stone and put it under him, and he sat thereon : and Aaron aud Hor 
stayed up his hands, the one on the one side, and the other on the other side : end his hands were 
steady until the going down of the sun. And Joshua discomfited Amaiek and his people with the 
edge of the swoni. 

Nothing can be more afflicting to a humane and serious mind, than to re- 
flect on that strife and contention which have in every age deluged the world 
with human blood. Who could believe, if all history did not prove it, and 
who can think of it without horror, that men should be continually lying in 
wait, like beasts of prey, to catch and devour men ; that the strong, the can- 
ning and the fierce should be forever on the watch, to take advantage of the 
weak, the simple and the gentle? And must it be? Father of Mercies! 
must it needs be, that war should continue to waste the nations! shall the 
earth be forever a field of blood ? Must the peace of private families, and the 
repose of kingdoms, be eternally disturbed by lust and pride, avarice and am- 
bition, envy and revenge ? Blessed Ck>d ! send forth the Spirit of thy Son 
into the hearts of men. Prince of Peace ! command this troubled ocean into 
a calm. Spirit of Love ! put a full end to bitterness and wrath. Subdue this 
carnal mind, which is enmity against God. Glorious gospel of salvation ! as 
thou bringest good-will from Ctod to men, restore good-will to men among 
themselves. 

It is difficult to say whether men suffer most from their own fc^ly, or from 
the cruelty and injustice of others. We generally find, that when evil from 
without would, for a while, permit wretched mortals to breathe and be at 
peace, they perversely become self-tormenu^s, and ingeniously contrive aou> 
ces of vexation to themselves. And, which is the greater evil of the two*1 
That, undoubtedly, of which we are the authors to ourselves. We have, then, 
to encounter an enemy from whom we cannot hope to escape, and whom we 
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are unable to overcome. From a conflict with Amaiek, Israel comes off with 
both credit and comfort ; but a strife of discontent, impatience and rebellion 
against God, must of uecessitj issue in shame and loss. 

God, rich in mercy, slow to anger, and of great kindness, has graciously 
forgiven the murmuriag at Horeb, and extract^ water from the rock, for the 
relief of bis people. But this woe is no sooner past than another overtakes 
them. '* Then came Amaiek, and fought with Israel in Rephidim.'* The 
transaction recorded here, so simfdy and uncircumslantially, is mentioned 
again in Deuteronomy, with many circumstances of aggravation, which great- 
ly increase our detestation of this conduct in Amaiek, and explain the deep 
resentment which a holy and righteous €rod himself expresses upon the occa- 
sion, and which, by a positive statute, he transmits to Israel. ** Remember 
what Amaiek did unto thee by the way, when ye were come forth out of 
Egypt ; how he met thee by the way and smote the hindmost of thee, even 
all that were feeble behind thee, when thou wast faint and weary ; and he 
feared not God. Therefore it shall be, when the Lord thy God hath given 
thee rest fit>m all thine enemies round about, in the land which the Lord thy 
God giveth thee for an inheritance to possess it, that thou shalt blot out the 
remembrance of Amaiek from under heaven ; thou shalt not forget it."* 

Amaiek, the father of this nation, as we learn from Genesis xxxvi. 12, was 
grandson to Esau, ai|d son to Eliphaz, by a concubine named Timna. The 
Amalekites indeed are mentioned much earlier in scripture, even in the daye 
of Abraham when Chederlaomer is represented, with his victorious army, as 
ravaging all their country. But it is well known that the sacred writers, when 
treating of various periods, give appellations to regions and countries which 
did not belong to them till ages afterwards, but by which they were better 
known at the time when the historian wrote. They possessed a large tract of 
country, extending from the confines of Idumea to the eastern shore of the 
Red Sea ; and from their neighbourhood to, and commerce with, Phcsnicia. 
they are by some called Phoenicians. 

Immediately on their passing through the Red Sea, it behoved the children 
of Israel to enter into this territory, on their way to Canaan. And probablj 
the paternal relation which subsisted between them and Amaiek, encouraged 
the posterity of Jacob to advance on their way with greater confidence. ** It 
is the land of our brethren through which we are to pass ;" would they saj 
one to another. ** The heart of Esau himself relented, when he saw his 
brother Jacob return, encumbered with a train of women and children and 
cattle. He forgot his resentments : he became the protector of the man 
whom he had, in the hour of passion, vowed to destroy. The injury done 
him in the matter of the birthright, and of the blessing, he generously for- 
gave. Surely the posterity of Esau, afler many generations, will not revive a 
quarrel which is extinguished and forgotten, first in the reconciliation, and 
then in the death of the original parties to it After a servitude so long and 
so bitter in Egypt, we shall at length find a time and a place to breathe ; and 
the soothings of fraternal love shall console us for the rigours of q>presBion." 

Vain expectation ! What foe so dreadful as a brother disaffected ! Egypt 
smote with the rod ; Amaiek smites with the sword ; he basely, cruelly seizes 
the moment of Israel's langour, weakness and dejection, and attempts to crush 
those whom a sanguinary tyrant had persecuted, and whom Heaven itself had 
bruised. The cowardice of this behaviour is equal to the unkindness of it 
Had they boldly appeared at the first, to dispute the passage of the Red Sea, 
sad to repel by force of arms the invasion of their country, their conduct, 
though ungenerous and unkind, had been ingenuous and manly. But, either 
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through fear or poKcy, they permit Isrftel to advance, tiiej watch the moment 
of their difficulty and distress, and, like dastards, steal upon the rear of an 
army whose front they dared not to oppose. 

Neither good qualities nor bad are found single in the human breast And, 
in the nation whose character is now the object of our censtlre, we find a 
combination of the worst qualities of which our nature is capable, all cNriginat-* 
ing in the deficiency of one great principle, which is at the root of all the evil 
which men commit, «« he feared not God." Why did Amaiek rake up the 
ashes of an ancient grudge 1 " He feared not God." Why did he join to af- 
flict the miserable, and to OYerwhelm the oppressed 1 *^He feared not God." 
Why did he meanly attack the weaker and more vulnerable part of his ad- 
versary, in the hope of safety and impunity ? " He feared not God." Where- 
fore, in general, are men subtile, revengeful, cunning and eelMi 1 They 
•* fear not God ;" they " harden themselves against him," and yet think *' to 
prosper." They •* love not their brother whom they have seen," because the| 
are wil folly ignorant of, or hate God, " whom they have not seen." 

Such is the union which Providence has established between all the parts 
of the natural and of the political body, that the weakness or distress of one 
member is the infirmity and suffering of the wliole. The hindmost and the 
feeble of Israel are smitten ; the foremost and the strong feel and immediate- 
ly resent it. ** And Moses said unto Joshua, Choose ou( men, and go out, 
ftffht with Amaiek : to-morrow I will stand on the top of the hill, with the rod 
or €rod in mine hand." We have here a combination which ought never to 
be separated, and in which safety and success are ever to be found, namely, 
the acknowledgement of Heaven, and the use of appointed means, the sword 
in the hand of Joshua, the rod in that of Moses, the embattled host below in 
the valley, the intercessor with God, " wrestling" and '* making supplication" 
upon the hill. In vain had Moses prayed if J^hua had not fought. Desti- 
tute of ** the effectual, fervent prayer of the righteous man," the skill and 
courtge of the warrior had failed before the enemy. The rod of God ! in 
how many diffbrent services is it employed ! how many various purposes does 
it answer ! It smites the river of Egypt, and it becomes blood. It smites the 
rock in Horeb, and it sends forth a stream of water* It is extended towards 
heaven, on the top of the hill, and Amaiek is destroyed. . Striking tnd in^ 
Btructive type of that " rod of God's mouth" wherewith " he slays the wick- 
ed:" of that sword of the Spirit " which is the word of God : of that hammer 
which break^th the rock in pieces :" of that gospel, which is " a savour of 
God in them that believe, and them that perish." 

Observe how God appoints to every man his station of usefulness and io- 
portance. It was not for want either of zeal or courage, that Moses takes h#s 
post at a distance on the hill. It is not for want of piety, that Joshua leads on 
the armies of Israel on the plain. The mistakes and miscarriages of the 
world arifie from the weakness and wickedness of men ; at one time over- 
rating their talents, and thrusting themselves forward into situations for which 
they are wholly unfit ; and at another, through timidity shrinking from the 
duties of that station which Providence has assigned them ; and at a third, 
treacherously, through some bias of private interest, passion or party, ^*?5 
the trust committed to them, to the foe. Happily, in the case before us, the 
head which directed, and the hand which executed, were in perfect unison. 
The spirit that fought, and the spirit that prayed, were one. 

Let us first ascend the hill with Moses and his two firiends, and adopt the 
feelings of men, who at once felt for the public cause, were not without w^ 
founded apprehensions from the common enemy, and at the tame time feared 
and trusted the Lord. Moses has given his orders to Joshua, and he has so 
far done well 9 but to stop there had been doing nothing. He has set tne 
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I io work, tad now he ean €oiilM«Bt]y look up to Hetven for that blesA- 
ing which caa giro Mtcoefls to the means. He aaeendfi to laeet God, but as- 
cends not alone. As wickedoess seeks to fortify jftnd to keep itself in couote- 
Bance by the society of the wicked, so the fire of devotion keeps itself alive 
by the sacred communication of a kindred flame. The hands of Moses alone 
had soon become feeble, and tn«st have dropped down, and Amalck finally 
have prevailed ; supported by Aaron and Hnr, they continue *^ steady till the 
going down of the sun ;" and Amalek and his people are discomfited with the 
edge of the sword. 

Of Aaron, one of (he companioBs of Moses upon the mount, we know 
much ; of Hur, the other, the scripture account is more sparing. Those who 
are never at a loss so long as fiincy and invention can create, make him the 
son of Caleb, and the husband oi^ Miriam, the sister of Moses and Aaron* 
It appears firom the history, that he was the father of Uri ; and the grandfather 
of Bezaleel, the famous artist, employed, by special endowment and appoint- 
ment of Heaven, for the construction of the more curious and costly furniture 
of the tabernacle and sanctuary. But it is of more importance for us to know 
him, and for him to be reported, as a person of the first quality, and his qual- 
ity supported by that which gives rank its highest lustre, genuine piety, 
Moses left him, in commission with Aaron, to judge the people, when a short 
while after this he went up alone into Mount Sinai, to meet God. This is ar- 
gmnent sufficient of his high rank ; and the assumption of him to assist his 
devotion in Mount Horeb, while Israel was engaged with Amalek, b a proof 
Equally clear and decbive of his extraordinary piety. 

Befadd then the man of God, supported and encouraged by two such com- 
panionsi discovering all the honest anxiety of the patriot, together with all the 
confidence and fervour of the saint ; with his eyes eagerly bent on the con- 
flicting armies in the plain below ; and his hands, with his heart, lifted up to 
God in the heavens, from whom his help came. It was clearly the intention 
of Providence, that the deliverance which should be wrought for Israel on this 
occasion, though not wholly independent on the use of means, should evident- 
ly appear to flow chiefly and only fi^m the interposition and grace of Heaven. 
** It came to pass when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed ; and when 
he lei down his hand, that Amalek prevailed." 

This is the first battle which Israel was called to fight ; and it was designed 
to be a model of all that should follow ; of assured success to them, and vic- 
toi7 over all their enemies, provided they constantly acknowledged God, with 
hands continually lifted up to heaven. And it had undoubtedly a farther view, 
namely to represent in general, the powerfiil and certain eflfeot of prayer to 
God, and of a sense of dependence upon him ; to shew that our strength is in 
exact proportion to the perception of our own weakness, and to our confidence 
in almighty grace. Tli^ lesson inculcated in this history is the same which 
Christ taught his disciples in the parable of the unjust judge and the impor- 
tunate widow, " That men ought always to pray, and not to faint."* If im- 
portmiity and the fove of ease have power to constrain a man to do his duty, 
though he have no inclination to it, how much more certain the eflect of ear* 
nestness and importunity with the Hearer of prayer, the Father of mercies ; 
who is ever more ready to grant than man to ask Y *< If ye then, being evil, 
know how to give good gifos unto your children, how much more shall your 
Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him."t 

Have you considered then, my christian firiend, what a powerful instrument 
is put into your hand, mighty as the rod of God in the hand of Moses, where- 
with he did wonders t ^* Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, 
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and be prayed earaestly that it might not rain ; and it rained not on the earth 
for the space of three years and six months^ And he prayed again, and the 
heaven gav6 rain, and the earth brought forth her fmil.^'* Sorely, then, ** the 
effectual, ferfent prayer of a righteous man availeth nMich."f God has not 
given you assurance of success in all your undertakings, but be has bestowed 
upon you the privilege, and promised you the spirit of prayer, by which yoo 
shall certainly obtain one of two things ; either that blessing from above upon 
your honest endeavours^ which maketh rich, which insures success, and makes < 
it durable ; or, that resignation of spirit, and submission to the will of God,' 
which subdue misfortune, and which turn calamity and disappointment them^ 
selves into advantage. God has not given thee, my friend, the promise of 
riches ; but he has given thee, what is much better, the spirit of grace and 
supplication to form thy soul to contentment. You have no security againsT 
pain and sorrow ; but you have that which produces patience and fortttade. 
Vou cannot promise yourself long life ; but habitual intercourse with God by 
prayer overcomes the fear of death. * 

Glorious privilege ! Whatever my situation in life be, here is something to 
improve it, if good ; something to mend it, if evil. Here is the ornament and 
essence of prosperity, the cure and cordial of adversity. Here is the guai^ 
dian and the guide of life ; the sweetener and subduer of death. Prayer 
brings all the glorious perfections of Deity into our possession. ^' If any of 
you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and 
upbraidetb not ; and it shall be given htm."t '' When I am weak, then am I 
strong:'* «<for I can do all things through Christ which strengtbeneth roe.'* 
is the thorn not removed, the messenger of Satan not rebuked, though the 
Lord be thrice besought that they may depart ? No matter. Is it not said, 
** My grace is sufficient for thee : for my strength is made perfect in weakness? 
Most gladly tberef >re will I rather glory in my mfirmities, that the power of 
Christ may rest upon me."§ 

But where are the hands which never hang down ? Those of Moses him- 
self became heavy. «< The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak." 
Fatal omen to Israel ! Amalek instantly gains the ascendant But happily» 
Bf OSes was not alone in the mount : *' And they took a stone, and put it un- 
der him, and he sat thereon ; and Aaron and Hur stayed up his hands, the 
one on the one side, and the other on the other side ; and his hands were 
steady uhtil the going down of the sun." «* As iron sharpeneth ircm, so a man 
sharpeneih the countenance of his friend ;" and so devotion kindles and keeps 
alive devotion. Secret prayer, like the melody of one sweet toned voice steal- 
ing upon the ear, gently wafts the soul to heaven : social worship, as a feU 
chorus of harmonized sounds, pierces the sky, and raises a great multitude of 
kindred spirits to the bright regions of everlasting love, and places them to- 
gether before the throne of God. How happy are Aaron and Hur, in lending 
this aid to the wearied hands of Moses, and to the declining interest of the Is- 
rael of God ! How happy is Moses in being thus supported ! But there is an 
Intercessor whose hands never hang down, whose fervour never cools, whose 
mediation never fails, whose attention is never relaxed. ** We have an advo* 
cate with the Father, Jesus Christ, the righteous." Him '* the Father heor- 
eth always :" ^ as a Prince he hath power and prevaileth." 

I.iet us now turn our eyes to the struggle in the valley below. There we 
meet ** the confused noise of the warrior, and garments rolled in blood :" the 
alternate shouts of acclamation and triumph, mingling with the piercing shrieks 
of the wounded, and the groans of the dying. Israel, now hurrying on to 
fictory, and anon flying before the insulting foe. The event for a while » 

•Jaineiv.n,l«. f James v. 16. tHmttl5. ^2Cor.jii.d. 
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awioily in doubt ; toraing upoD the strength and feebleneafl, not of thoosaads, 
b«i of one single arm ; decided at length) not bj the edge of the sword, but 
the elevation or depression of a rod ; and that rod swayed, not by the skill 
and prowess of Joshua, but the firmness and de?otion of Moses. 

fiot now, doubt and anxiety are at an end. The hands of Moses are prop- 
pad up, and Israel finally prevails. And what heart sa?e that of an Amalek- 
isa bot mast rejoice in the issue 1 ** The cunning is taken in his own crafti- 
ness.'' A design of violence and blood falls upon the head of him that con- 
tmed it. The righteous and innocent cause bears down pride and cruelty. 
We behold the destination of Heaven standing good, the birthright sold away, 
the Uessiiu^ anticipated ; the elder mad& subject to the younger. ** God is 
wise in heart, and mighty in strength : who hath hardened himself against 
bin and bath prospered ?"* 

Israel has conquered. But it is impossible to mistake the means by which 
be has gotten the victory. «« The hand of the Lord, and his holy arm, they 
have gotten him the victory." The altar, therefore, which was built to cele- 
brate this signal success, shall by its name perpetuate the remembrance of 
Ood the deliverer. Jehovah-Nissi, ** the Lord my banner," was inscribed up- 
on it by the divine appointment ; and a reason is assigned in the sixteenth 
verse. *' For be said. Because the Lord hath sworn that the Lord will have 
war with Amalek from generation to generation." 

These words, having been yariously rendered, have given occasion to vari- 
OQS opinions among interpreters. Some read the passage thos, ** Because the 
band of Amalek is against the throne of the Lord, ihe Lord will have war 
with Amalek fiom generation to generation." This reading resolves the guilt 
of Amalek, not into an insidious and cruel design against Israel, but into a 
rash and impious attempt to defeat the plan of Providence, which was to bring 
Israel into the quiet possession of Canaan, and to exalt that nation, favoured of 
God but envied of man, to wealth, power and empire. God therefore was 
pleased to vindicate in person the cause which was his own, and to write di»- 
appointment and a curse upon^every plan which Amndek could form, of great- 
ness and prosperity. So *' fearfiil a thing it is to fall into the hands of the liv- 
ing God," so dangerous to form a combination ** against the Lord, and against 
bis anointed, saying. Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their 
cords from ns. He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh : the Lord shall have 
them in derision."f 

Others literally translate the words thus, <' With the hand upon the throne of 
the Lord, he hath sworn that he will have war with Amalek from generation 
to generation." He^ that is, Moses, hath sworn, with the most awful solem- 
nities, and recorded the oath in a book for perpetual preservation, that there 
shall be no peace between Israel and Amalek till he be utterly destroyed. The 
band which was extended towards heavep, the throne of the great and terrible 
God, with the rod in it; the instrument of a victory which was interrupted by 
the going down of the sun, has been lifted op, to \* swear by him that liveth 
forever," that the triumph of that day shall be followed up, till the hated name 
of Amalek be extinguished from under heaven. 

Some make Jehovah himself to be the person who binds himself by this 
solemn oath. ** The hand," that is, Jehovah's own hand, upon the throne of 
the Lord. ' ** Because he could swear by no greater, he hath sworn by himself, 
that He will have war with Amalek from generation to generation." We have 
a prophesy in the mouth of Balaam to the same effect ; '* And when he looked 
on Amaldc, he took up his parable and said, Amalek was the first of the na- 
tions, but his latter end shall be that he perish forever."| 

« Job k. 4 t Psal. H. 2—4. i Numb. wdv. 20. 



Digitized by 



Google 



102 HISTORY OF Hosu. Lect. jir. 

The executiop of this dreadful seDtence was reserred to the days of Sama> 

el, four hundred and twehe years after ; and was committed to Saul, who, 

through an impolitic and sinful lenity, failed to fulfil the design of Profidence, 

and thereby incurred the displeasure of Heaven, and forfeited his life and 

» crown by his disobedience. I transcribe the passage. 

" Samuel also said unto Saul, The Lord sent me to anoint thee to be king 
over his people, over Israel ; now therefore hearken thou unto the voice A 
the words of the L^rd. Thus saith the Lord of hosts, I remember that which 
Amalek did to Israel ; how he laid wait for him in the way when he came up 
from Egypt Now go, and smite Amalek, and utterly destroy ail that tbey 
have, and spare them not ; but slay both man and woman, infant and suck- 
ling, ox and sheep, camel and ass."* This order Saul obeyed but in part 
He assumed and exercised a dispensing power, and it became a snare to him. 
He took Agag the king of the Araalekites alive ; and reserved the best of 
the spoil. The prophet is sent of God to reprove his disobedience ; which 
Saul attempting to palliate, brings down this censure upon his head. ^* When 
thou wast little in thine own sight, wast thou not made the head of the tribes 
of Israel, and the Lord anointed thee king over Israel 1 And the Lord sent 
thee on a journey, and said, Qo, and utterly destroy the sinners, the Amalek- 
ites, and fight against them until they be consum^. Wherefore then didst 
thou not obey the voice of the Lord, but didst fly upon the spoil, and didst evil 
in the sight of the Lord. And Samuel said. Hath the Lord as great delight 
in bnrntKiflferings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord 1 Be- 
hold, to obey is better than sacrifice ; and to hearken, than the fat of rams. 
For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and 
idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the Lord, he hath also re- 
jected thee from being king.'t Has God commanded to destroy t Who shall 
presume to save ? Has he commanded to spare ? Who dares destroy t ^* I 
say unto you, be not afraid of them that kill the body, and after that have no 
more that they can do. But I will forewarn you whom you shall fear : fear 
him, which, after he hath killed, hath power to cast into hell : yea, I say unto 
you, fear hira.*'f 



*» 1 Sam. XV. 1—3. f 1 Sam. xv. 17, &c. } Lu^e Jii. *, 5. 
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LiECTURE Xri- 

EXODUS XVni. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, IJ. 

Ami HdiM west out to meet bis father-in-law, and did obeiiaoce, and kissed him : and tbey asked 
each other of their welfare : and they came into the lent. And JMoaes told his father-in-law all that 
the Lord had done unto Pharaoh, and to the Egryptians for IsraeFs sake, and ail the travail that had 
come opoo them by the way, and how the Lord delivered Ibem. And Jeibro rejoiced for all the 
^oodeess which the Lord had done to Israel : whom he had delivered est of the nand of the Egyp- 
tians. And Jeihro said, Blessed be the Lord, who bath delivered you out of the band of the Eeyp- 
tians, and out of the hand of Pharaoh, who hath delivered the people from under the hand of the 
Egyptians. Now I know that the Lord is creator thaa aH cods : for. in the thing wherein they 
deah proud^, be was above them. And Jethro, Moses's father-iii-law, took a burut-ofierinc and 
sacrifices for God. And Aaron came, and all the eklerg of Israel to eat bread with Moses's father- 
in-law before God. 

The great Author and Ruler of the world has evidently in view the pleas- 
ure and happiness, as well as the wisdom and virtue of his rational creatures. 
We find, through the widely expanded frame of nature, and the extensive plan 
of Providence, as many sources of joy as there are means of improvement. 
What an infinite, beautiful and pleasing variety in the works and in the ways 
of God ! all ministering to human comfort, all aiming at making men good. 
The mind of man is formed to desire and to relish variety. The objects with 
which he is conversant are therefore varied without end, to gratify that desire, 
and to correspond with that relbh. The glare of perpetual sunshine and the 
fervid heat of an ctcrna) summer, would speedily oppress and destroy man« 
kind : but, relieved by the tranquillity of darkness, the freshness of spring, 
the sedateness of autumn, and even the gloom of winter, they become no less 
grateful than they are beneficial. In surveying the globe, the eye is not per- 
mitted to tire by having to crawl along a boundless plain ; but sparkles with 
delight as it springs from valley to valley, and firom hill to hilj. And even the 
glories of the starry heavens are rendered still more glorious by being kept in 
continual motion ; and thereby are made continually to exhibit a different ap- 
pearance. 

The events of human life, for the same reason, are endlessly variegated like 
the objects of sense. Wretched were the dull stagnation of constant prosper^ 
ity, success and ease. Intolerable would be the agitation and distress of un- 
ceasing, nnabating, unrelenting toil, pain, disappointment and vexation of 
spirit. But, one thing being set over against another, the great, the prosperous 
and the happy are forever admonished, reproved and brought low; the poor, 
the despised and the miserable are cheered, supported and exalted. 

The word of God exhibits a resemblance to the system of nature, and to 
the conduct of Providence. In it we have the same pleasing, engaging va* 
riety ; the same happy accommodation to the tastes, occasions and necessities 
of mankind. The antiquarian and the naturalist, the politician and the legist 
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lator, the poet and tht i4iilo8ophtf , the moralist and ^e divine, the man of 
retirement and the man of the world, the man of reason and the man of fancy, 
all find in scripture an helper toward the discovery of truth, and the attain- 
ment of happiness ; a guide to the understanding, a corrector and supporter 
of the imagination, a comforter of the heart, a teacher of wisdom, a rule of 
faith, a source of joy. 

The very structure of the sacred compositions is inimitably calculated, by a 
beautiful and easy transition from subject to subject, and from scene to scene, 
to relieve and yet to preserve the attention : presenting always a new and inr 
tere&ting object, or the same object placed in a new and interesting light. Thus 
the tumultuous, noisy, and bloody scenes of Horeb and Rephidim— scenes of 
murmuring, rebellion and war, are happily relieved by scenes of domestic tran- 
quillity, love and joy ; and we are prepared to attend Moses, to meet God in 
the mount, by mixing in the virtuous, cheerful and affectionate intercourse of 
his private family. 

Let us then thankfully take the relief which a gracious God has in his word 
provided for us ; and contemplate one of those calm, but neither uninteresting 
nor uninstructive representations of human life, which come home to the 
bosom and the fireside of every man who has a heart, who has a relation, who 
has a friend. 

The history of Moses now looks back, and reminds us of his being ** a 
stranger in a strange land f namely, of his fleeing from Egypt into Midian, 
of his arriving there, conducted of Providence, just at the moment to render 
a seasonable service to the daughters of Raguel, or Jethro, the priest of Midi* 
an ; of the hospitable reception afforded him by that worthy man, and of the 
-ulliance which he formed with him, by marrying his daughter Zipporah* 
Upon his being called back to Egypt to undertake the weighty charge which God 
hfid assigned him, he had intended and attempted to carry his wife and children 
along with him. But being reproved of God by the way for neglecting in his own 
family the rite of circumcision, the seal of God's covenant, and, eiUier special- 
ly admonished from Heaven, or following the dictates of human prudence, he 
sends them all back to his father-in-law, as likely to prove either a burden 6t 
a hindrance to himself, in the discharge of his ffreat trust. For true piety, 
while it reposes entire confidence in God, will never presumptuously load 
Providence with what is the proper work and business of man. Diligence 
and foresight, as well as faith and hope, are its genuine of&pring. But the 
tempest being now blown over, and Moses, of a messenger and a suppliant 
nnto Pharaoh, being now become the head and leader of a great nation, it 
was natural for him and for his family mutually to desire to be restored to each 
other. Jethro, therefore, having received information where Israel was, and 
what the. Lord had done for them, takes his daughter and grand-children, and 
carries them with him to the camp of Israel. 

The innocent endearments of natural affection, and the honest communica- 
tions of private friendship, are graciously intended to alleviate the cares of 
public life, and to strengthen the mind by diverting it from incessant and in- 
tense application to serious business. No man can always be a general, t 
statesman or a king. And happy it is for those who occupy these exalted 
but troublesome stations, that they are frequently permitted to sink the public 
in the private character, and to drop the hero, the senator, the judge, th» 
sovereign, in the man. 

Distance has not alienated affection between the man of God and his fam- 
ily. A slighter affection is effaced and destroyed by absence ; a stronger 
love is confirmed and inflamed by it. Good old Jethro satisfies not himself 
with sending by the mouth of another a compliment^of congratulation to hit 
son-in-law ; neither will he permit Zipporah and her sons to go unaccompa* 
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•ied, voprotecled thfoogli the wilderness ; bat, aged and infirm za he waa^ 
•cbooMBes himself to be their companion and their protector. 

Mooes seems to take delight in delirering to us this passage of his life. H« 
Is amiaMy minute and circamstantial in the detail of it. He dwells upon the 
tender and affecting recollectioBs of sorrows and of joys that are past. His 
heart is in it. He stops in his narration to tell us the names of his two sons, and 
liis reason for giving them those names. ** The name of the one was Gei^ 
shom : for he said, 1 have been an alien in a strange land : and the name of 
4be other was Eliezer ; fertheGodof mj fathers, said he, was mine help, 
«nd delifered me from the sword of Pharaoh." Is this beneath the dignity of 
history, of sacred history ? No, it is the most honourable province of history* 
to exhibit the honest, unsophisticated feelings of nature, the genuine working 
of the human heart, the real, though humbler scenes of human life. What 
^gnifies to us the meeting of two old men three thousand three hundred years 
«got Much every way. One of them is a Moses; and that Moses is describ- 
ing his own sentiments, unveiling his own heart. He can serve as an instruc- 
tor and an examine to none, in respect of the prophetic dignity, as the bearer 
of the potent rod, as the man whose face shone, by forty days intimate conv> 
«nunion with God. He can instruct but a few, by his wisdom and sagacity as 
a prince and a lawgiver. But as a son, a husband and a father, he is a pat- 
tern to myriads, and shall continue to teach to the end of the world. 

How pfoasant it is to find this great man the same in retirement and privacj 
that he is upon the great theatre ; and delineating a battle, a triumph and a 
family meeting, with the same simplicity and godly sincerity ! Public mea 
liave too oAen two different characters. Plausible and specious, humble^ 
modest and insinuating before the world, they are self-willed and tyrannical* 
confident, assuming and brutal in private ; they often (awn where they fear, 
and domineer where they have power. Not so the meek and gentle prophet 
and judge of Israel. He waits not in state till his relations are admitted to 
|iaj their homage. He reckons it nothing derogatory to his high dignity to 
go forth to pay the respect due to age ; and to humble the son, however high 
^ place, at the feet of the parent. *' And Moses went out to meet his father- 
in-law, and did obeisance, and kissed him ; and they asked each other of 
their welfare ; and they came into the tent.'' Were it after the separation of 
bat a day, friends have a thousand questions to ask, a thousand little incidents 
So rekte : about their health, their entertainment, their dangers, their deliver- 
ances ; about the observations which they have made, the projects they may 
lia^e formed. What must it then have been for two such friends, for such a 
6ther and son, after a separation of many months, during which, events of 
such high moment to both had taken place, to meet together again in health 
and comfort, to communicate mutually the full soul, to retire into the tent« 
to shot out the world, and give vent to the overflowings of tenderness and af- 
Ssctkml 

And with what a subject of conversation are they furnished ; ^' And Moses 
told his father-in-law all that the Lord had done unto Pharaoh, and to the 
Egyptians, for Israel's sake, and all the travail that had come upon them by tha 
waj, and how the Lord delivered them." The most trifling incidents which 
befai] a brother, a friend, a child, are interesting and important. What must 
then have been the emotions of Jethro to hear the wonders of Egypt, to learn 
the great things of God, astonishing in themselves, and acquiring an addition- 
al weight, creating a new interest, firom the person who related them, and who 
was himself so deeply concerned in the event T 

But the good man is elevated, as he wondering listens to the wonderful tale, 
^hoYe all personal and selfish regards, above the partiality of private friendship, 
above the tehdemess of natural aflfoctioa* Hb heart dilates at the thought of 
Vol. ui. 15 
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t whole natioD ddii^ered, of a tyrant trampled in the doatf of t^ power, 
dom and mercy of God magnified. '« And Jethro rejoioed lor all the goodneti 
which the Lord had done lo lirael ; whom he had dehtered oat of the handa 
of the Egyptians. And Jethro said, Bleaaed be the Lord, who hath delirered 
yoo out of the hand of the E^ptiana, and oat of the hand of Pharaoh, who 
hath delivered the people from under the hand of the E^yptiaaa. Now I 
know that the Lord is greater than all gods ; for in the thing whereta they 
dealt proudly he was abore them." 

This friendly interview issues in a solemn, religioae service, in which Aaron 
and all the elders of Israel are called to assist. What a blessed infloenoe has 
Irne religion, in conciliating kindess and confirming friendship ! When men 
cordially agree in the same glorious object of worship, the little pecoliarities 
of form will not obstrnct the mutual attraction of brotherly k>ve. Prejudice 
ivill droop and die, and charity will draw a veil over its neighbour's singulari- 
ties and imperfhctions. Happy the family whose union ia cemented by piety ; 
the family whose happiness and peace are built upon the love of Qod ; whose 
employments, communications and pursuits are improved and sanctified by 
prayer ! 

Due attention having been paid to the calls of hospitality, the dictates of 
private friendship, and the demands of filial duty, Moses reverto next day be- 
times to the discharge of the duties of his public station. The time, the 
talents of the minister of God, are not his own, they belong to mankind. Su- 
perficial observers who consider but the eminence of the place which a magis- 
trate fills, the robe which he wears, the respect with which he is attended, 
look up to him with envy, and call him blessed. They think not of the thoo- 
aand sacrifices which he is constrained to make of his ease, of his inclinatioo, 
pf his health, of his natural propensities, of his private attachmenta. They 
talk of the honours and emoluments of his office, but they overlook hiaanxioas 
days, his painful toils, his sleepless nights, the causeless hatred which he io- 
i^ura, the unprovoked insuhs which he must bear, and must not reseat, the 
surrender which he must make of solid and substantial felicity, and the ex- 
change of real and certain tranquillity, fbr uncertain usefulness or precaiioas 
reputation. Who would not be Moses, to sit on high and judge the people T 
But who would be Moses to have the people stand by him fbr judgment, *^fioD 
the morning to the evening ! 

The obscure part of mankind are little sensible what they owe to Provi* 
^ence fi>r their obsonrity. They can go out and come in unnoticed. They 
can go to rest when they will, and continue it as long as they please. They 
have no vigilant, jealous, envious eye over them. They are free from the 
dreadful conflict of inclination and duty, of interest and conscience, of rever- 
ence for God and respect fbr roan. They can enjoy their femiliea and friends. 
What thev have, however little, they can call their own. What, compared to 
these, and such advantages as these, is the ermine cloak, the ivory sceptre, 
the gem^encfrcled crown ? Rejoice, O man, that the world knows thee not, 
cares not fbr thee, condescends not to trouble thy repose. Creep thy way si- 
lently, I beseech thee, to heaven ; onafraid of being overlooked, negtootad 
and forgotten in the mnhitude of Ihe redeemed, who there live, and reiga, 
Wd " rejoice, with joy unspeakable and fiill of glory.** 

Observe how even a Mosea may err in an excess of %eal, throegb ignorance, 
inexperienoe olr inattention. Desirous of doing good by administering jastiee 
toipartially, he cares not what trouble, and labour it may eoet himself The 
service of fear or of necessity is skjw^ r^ctant, partial and imperfect ; ^ 
labour of k>ve is cheerful, active and persevering. Moses is in the way of his 
duty early and late. If the puNic be served faithfully, if equity be dispensed, 
if Qo4 be glarifiedi he ia willing to spead aad to be spent ia aa«h a oaoae. 
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" And M t s^i ftod imto hh fiitiieff-ii>-law» boMuse iIm p«opl« tdme hbCo me 
Id nquire of uod : wAiea they have a maiter, Umj coma unto me ; and I jodgtf 
botwaas one and aaaUier» and I do nnka Uiam know the slatatea aC God, a^ 
ilia hma.''* 

We hate iean Jetkro, in the character of a pious man, an affectionate 
iieighboury and a kind relation. We see him now blending with these eacel-* 
ieat ({iialitiea the oharacter of an able statesman and sagaGions politiciaii. 
There is no man so wise as not to need instruction, and none so simple as to 
be incapable of soraetim»s giving advice. Jethro platniy perceived, tliaf the 
eoarse of life which his 8on*in-law was porsning must soon prove fatal to htdr* 
That, by attempting what was beyond his strength to bear or perform, he waS 
in the way of qaicUy ren<lering himself anable to do any thing at all. H# 
therefore piropoees a subdivision of the toil, by the appointment of proper men 
to the office of judge, who might try and determine tlie caoses of less impor* 
tittce, and apply to Moses, and id God, tfaroi^^ hiaai, only in nuUers of high 
moment, and as the last resort. Thus Moees would be greatly relieved, many 
fCNMl men would be uaioed up to the useful, honourable and important em- 
ployment of judging between his brethren, and the people meanwhile sustain 
no damage. 

The (^talities which he points out as requisite to constitute this character, 
show how carefully he had considered the subject, and how well fitted he was 
to advise in a matter of this kind. Let thoee who have the appointment of 
judges study well what he says, and act accordingly. ^* Thou shalt provide 
out of all the people able men, such as fear God, men of truth, hating coveV 
ousness : and place such over them, to be rulers of thousands, and rulers of 
hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens."f 

The first requisite in a judge, according to Jethro, is dbiUtp. He must b# 
a man of sense, penetration and discernment Because, with the best inten- 
tions, a stupid, weak or dissipated man, will be apt to err in judgment ; either 
because he ie umble to comprehend the cause, or will not employ the neces- 
sary^ lime and pains to understand it. 

Bnl what are the greatest and' most shining abilities, destitute of a principle 
of conscience 1 T^sy are but a flMscbievoua weapon in the banda of a bad 
paa. A jud^ thevefore, ought to be a man that fears CfmL A man, net 
only tenlraincSi by respect to the world, or actuated by regard to reputation : 
these are found feeble and inefficaeiotts in the hour of temptation ; these are 
Jnctnating and unsteady, as the opinions, passions and interests of men ; bat 
the fear of the Lord is a perpetual, unchanging motive and resuaint, the same 
in darkness as in the light, the same in secret as before the eyea of tiie whole 
«erid 

This prineiple is closely connected with, and indeed it naturally produces a 
third qualityt of primary importance in this- character. A judge must be a 
mm if tnUh. A sacred observer of troih in what he says himself; a diligent 
promoeer of traUt, and an impartial avenger of falsehood and injustice ili 
others. Even a regard to some of the principles of religion, unconnected 
withtke love of truth and justice, which are of the amnber of these princi- 
•ples, might be apt to mislead a man. Cooipassion, for eiuimple, might dispose 
a judge to favour the poor man, theugk he has the worst cause. The all-wise 
wdr therefore, thought it necessary to tkrow in a special caution to diis pur- 
pose, lest a priaeij^ amiable and eacellent in- itself should be perverted into 
a SDucca of injusUee^ and has enjemed, by a positive statute4 that the cause, 
net the peraan or condition of the num, sfaould be considered by htm who sits 
ia jndgment. 

* Exod. xviii. 16, 1«. t Ver. 21. ^.. ^ 

I'^ffoMer AaH thM coanittaact a poor 980 IS hit c««w.''--B«od. nWr. ^ 
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Jelhro 6vMj hjs k dowo ts ewanlial U> the character of a judge thai he 
be a man who kaUs covetauatuss. In whkh there U a strong ioaiooatioa, that 
where the love of money pceiomiaates, the exerciae of all other necessary 
and suitable qualities are likely to be obstructed or perverted ; ability under 
such influence rendered only noie dangerous and hurtAil ; the fear of God 
lulled asleep ; the heart hardened ; the conscience, by the strong opiate of 
gold, reduced to a state of insensibility, and truth and justice hoodwidked on 
the tribunal. 

The history of our own country affords a melancholy examfde of the truth 
of this observation, in the conduct of that ** greatest, wisest, meanest of man- 
kind," Sir Francis Bacon. Lord Verulam, and Lord High Chancellor of 
England, in the reign of James I. who with a soul that comprehended, filled, 
extended, enlarged the circle of science ; a genius that penetrated through the 
whole vast system of nature, an imagination that transcended the flaming- 
boundaries of the world, and a heart devoted io the love of God and mankind 
— 'basely received the wages of unrighteousness, accepted a bribe to pervert 
justice, was accused and convicted of corruption in the execution of his high 
and important trust, acknowledged his own shamoi, and was desei:yedly driven^ 
iivith disgrace to himself, and with the indignation, shame and pity of a mor- 
tified and astonished world, from an honourable station which he filled so un- 
worthily. 

But alaa, after all, when we read of the appointment of judges and of gen- 
erals and of their requisite qualities, of what does it remind us but that men 
are selfbh, covetous, litigious and violent : tenacious of their own, and ready 
to encroach upon others 1 Wherefore is law? Wherefore are there tribiH 
nals 1 They are for '* the lawless and disobedient." Make men just, gentle» 
kindly affectioned ; make them christians indeed, and then war is at an end ; 
the courts are shut up; then there would be no need of a judge, becansa. 
there would be no offender. 

The advice which was wisely and kindly given, is graciously and candidly 
received. A proud and self-sufficient spirit would have rejected the counsel, 
however salutary, because tendered by a stranger. But true wisdom only 
considers whether the hint be useful, practicable and necessary, without re- 
garding from what quarter it comes. And such was the wisdom of Moses, 
and he was prepared for converse with God, who had learned deference and 
respect for the opinions of men. And thus the very first rudiments of the 
Jewish consutution, were suggested by the observation and experience of a 
stranger and a Midiaaite. And the great Jehovah disdained not to permit 
his prophet to be taught and his peopte to be governed, bythe wisdom and in* 
telligence of a good man, though he was not of the commonwealth of Israel. 
If men were capable of learning to be wise and good. He who is wisdom and 
goodness itself would vouchsafe to teach them, not by precept only, but by 
example also. As Jethro suggested, so it was done. Moses was eased of a 
burthen intolerable, the course of justice was not stopped, God was glorified^ 
and the world edified. 

You must have observed, that I have once and again held out to your ex- 
pectation a subject of discourse, firom which I have once and a seccmd time 
shrunk back. It is still before me, and I feel myself as rductant as ever te 
proceed. Who is not ready to sink under the awfiil terrors of the dispensa- 
tion of the law from Sinai 1 ** Who is sufficient for such things t" But I 
must venture to go on, and endeavour to carry you with me to the foot of that 
tremendous mountain. And I flatter myself you have not been altogether 
disappointed or injured in being stopped a little in your progress. With re- . 
cruited strength and spirits, we shall attempt to advance on our way. But we 
shall first from this eminence survey the ground over which we hav^ travelled* 
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EmineDee, did I say t No. Let as join the innocent, dieerfbl society in 
the tent of Moses, and learn to cnltirate the endearinf charities of printte 
life ; and, having considered it well, let ns retire, making such reflections as 
these — 

That it is not fortitude, but folly, unnecessarily to expose ourselves, or those 
whom we love, to hardships and danger. ** If any provide not for his own, 
and specially for those of his own ^Mise, he hath denied the fkith, and is 
worse than an infidel,''* It is our care, not our labour and reflection, which' 
we are encouraged to oast upon God. 

That it argues a deficiency in some moral principle or another, when per- 
sons whom nature, and the obligations of society have united, discover an in- 
dination to live asunder. Wisdom or necessity may impose a temporary sep- 
aration : bnt well-disposed minds ever look to, and eagerly lay hold of the 
means and the season of restoration and union. 

That regard to public utility, exalts and improves private friendship. 

That to promote the glory of Qod, his own virtue, and the good of his fel- 
low creatures, is the great and constant aim of every good man. 
. That as none are too wise too learn, it is a proof of aflection to communicate 
useful hints ; and a high proof of wifldom to take and use them, from whatev- 
er quarter they come. There is one Being only who is not to be instructed. 
^ How unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out ; for 
who hath known the mind of the Lord ? or who hath been his counsellor ."t 

And finally that, th^u^h we cannot successfully imitate eminent men in ev- 
ery particular of conduct, or in the display of talents which may be denied to 
ourselves, we are not thereby precluded from the exercise of the inferior tal- 
ents which ffe possess, and from a virttfous emulation where it is possible for 
us to succeed. Let me strive to be a Moses in some things, thotigh I be con- 
scious I must fall inconceivably behind him in most. Amen. 



*1 Tim. V. 8. t Rom. a. 32^34. 
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LECTURE XVII* 

EXODUS XIX. 16, 17, 18, I9> 20, 21, 22. 



Jkud it came lo patf on the third clay in the rooming, that there were thunders and liebtning^, aud ^ 
thick doad open the mount, aad the voice of the trumpet enceedfng^ loud ) m that an the people that 
was ia the camp u«mhled. And Meeea brought ibrth the peM4e out of the camp to naaet with Ged, 
and they stood at the netber part of the mount. And mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, be* 
cause the Lord descended upon it in fire ; and the smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a fur- 
nace, and the whole moom qoafcsd matly. And when the voiee of the trumpet sounded long, an* 
waxed kMder and louder, Moses spake, and God answered him by a voice. And the Lonl caoe* 
down upon mount Sinai, on the top of the mount : and the Lord called Moses up to the top of the 



mount, and Moses went up. And the Lord said unto Moeea, Go down, cham the people, lest tfaev 
break thraugfa unto the Lord to gaze, and many of them |Kriflk And let &e priests also^ wbMft 
come near to the Lord, sanctify uiemiselves, lest the Lord break ibrth upon them. 



In man^ as lie came perfect from the hands of hi» Creator, thcr immort^ 
principle, the *• breath of life," " the living soul " exercised its jost dommiwi 
over the earthly and sensual part of his nature. In man, degraded by era, wt 
behold the grosser domineering over the purer, the heavenly subjected to the 
terrestrial, the soul a slave to the senses. When our nature through grace 
shall be restored, the soul shall resume its empire ; the body iuelf shall become 
spiritual, shall shake off the power of gravitation, and " ascend to meet the 
Lord in the air," being " fashioned like unto Christ's glorious body." 

The dispensations of Heaven are suited to the condition of man. " Ood 
knows our frame, and remembereth that we are dust." He makes sense hia 
road to the mind : he seizes the conscience, and melts the heart, by spcaki^ 
to the eyes and the ears. And when we consider how easily, and through 
how many different channels he can force his way to the inmost recesses of 
the man, who but must shudder at the thought of meeting the Father of spir- 
its, ourselves disembodied spirits ; at the thought of dropping the clay taber- 
nacle in its native dust, and of becoming all eye to see God as he is, all ear to 
hear his voice, all soul to perceive and comprehend him ! If God, encoura- 
ging and amiable in purifying and directing fire, in the cloudy pillar, and ift 
harmless, unconsuming fire in the bush at Horeb, be awful ; if dreadful at Si- 
nai, coming in flashing, dazzling, threatening fire to promulgate his law ; what 
^ust he be " coming in flaming fire to take vengeance on them that know n<H 
God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ ?" If the sound 
of that trumpet, which proclaimed the approach of God to Israel, was ready » 
kill the living with fear, what must be the trumpet which shall awake the 
dead ? Whatever majesty and solemnity may appear in the giving of the law» 
every one shall in a little while behold it infinitely exceeded in the consumw*" 
tion of the gospel. 

God has hitherto declared his divine perfections by the effects which they prO' 
duced. The plagues of Egypt awfully manifested his power and justice. 
The daily showers of manna, and water following them firom the rock, bespeak 
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l^a power and goodnets. But be now opens bis month, to ptodftioi intheearr 
«f men, bis name, bis nature and bis will. Let as, with Israel, at a trembling 
disunce contemplate tbis great sigbt, and listen witb revereKce to the Al- 
mighty uttering bis voice. 

The posterity of Abraham, according to the promise, is now become a great 
nation. But what are multitudes without government, and what government 
is a blessing without law t Happiness consists not in having such and such 
possessions, but in being fitted to enjoy what we have. The constituti<>n of 
other states is the work of time, is the result of experience, arrives at maturity 
by degrees. Laws and restrictions, encouragements and restraints are sug- 
gested by events. But when the great Jehovah condescends to become a leg- 
viator, the utmost extent of possibility lying open to his view, provision is 
made from the beginning for every case that can happen. The rule of his 
government is laid down at once ; and the civil and religious constitution of 
that nation over which he chose to preside, is established by a wisdom which 
cannot err. 

It was not unpleasant, as we were contemplating the scene exhibited in the 
preceding chapter, to listen to a wise and good man giving advice with respect 
to the administration of public justice. But we now tread upon holy ground ; 
and we listen not to a man like ourselves, but to the only wise Qod. Tl^ whole 
taken together onfolds an unparalleled display of mercy and majesty, of good- 
ness and grandeur. 

Forty-seven days have now elapsed, since that ^' night much to be remem* 
bered," when the destroying angel walked through the midst of Egypt, and 
■lew all the first-born. And bow many singular and interesting events have 
taken place in that short period ? The Red Sea has been divided ; the bit- 
ter watery of Marah sweetened ; bread from heaven rained down ; a living 
stream extracted firom the flinty rock in Horeb ; Amalek discomfited ! Whetl^ 
er of the two shall we most admire, the greatness of the works which God 
performs, or the facility with which he brmgs them to pass 1 What a high 
▼aloe are we taught to put upon time, when we see to what valuable purposes, 
through the blessing and assistance of Heaven, a little time may be made sub- 
servient. 

Three days more are employed in making solemn preparation for this celes- 
tial visitation ; so that the law was delivered exactly on the fiftieth day after the 
celebration of the feast of passover : and in commemoration of it, the Jewish 
feast of Pentecost was ever after observed and rendered illustrious in the an- 
nals of the christian church, by a new dispensation, not of terror but of grace; 
the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the apostles of our Lord, in the miracu- 
Jous gift of tongues. Even the minute circumstances of times and places, 
jnay have a siguificancy and an importance of which we have at present no 
apprehension. And I am fully persuaded, when God shall be pleased to 
vouchsafe us clearer light, and fresh discoveries of his will, numberless instan- 
ces of coincidence and resemblance between the legal and evangelical dispen*- 
nations shall rush upon us, of which we can now form no conception. Why 
God has appointed the seventh day to be the weekly sabbath ; why the law 
was proclaimed from Mount Sinai just afier seven times seven days had elap- 
sed from the going out of Egypt ; why, in the possession of Canaan, the land 
was to be permitted to rest every seventh year ; why the general release, or 
year of jubilee, was to be statedly observed, after a constant revolution of 
seven times seven years ; and why the Holy Ghost was given *' when the day 
of Pentecost was fully come,** or after seven times seven days frotn the day 
that '* Christ our passover was sacrificed for us ? These are questions which 
we pretend not to resolve. But certain it is these things have a meaning : *< I 
know it pot now, but I •hall know it berea(ler." 
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Sinai, the Btwae of this splendid exhibition is the hightot emineiice of a 
vast ridge of mouQtains, which ran from east to west through Arabia Petrea, 
as you go from the oortb-east coast of the Red Sea to Palestine. The adjoining 
eminence iv called Horeb, iind is rendered illustrions by the. miracle of tira 
water issuing from the rock. And from their propinquity, and their forming 
part of the suce chain of moontains, they are often pot the one for the other ; 
and the adjacent desert country is called, indifferently, the wilderness of 
Horeb, or the wilderness of Sinai. 

Hoses was first caiied up into the meant alone, and thence sent back to the 
people with r^^eated messages full of tenderness and love. Preparation was 
made for the tremendous appearance of the glory of the Lord, by the most 

Sracious and reiterated assurances of fa? our and protection. This is the en- 
earing language which the great God condescends to employ on the occasion ; 
** Ye Imve seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and how I bear you on eagle's 
wings, and brought you unto myself. Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice 
indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me 
above all people; for all the earth is mine. And ve shall be unto me a king- 
dom of priests, and an holy nation. These are the words which thou shalt 
speak unto the children of Israel.*' The beautiful image of the eagle, and 
her young ones, is happy beyond expression, and evidently proceeds from Him 
from whose view no part of the world of nature lies concealed. The natural 
history of that king of the feathered race, were this the time and the place to 
introduce it, would be the best commentary on the passage. But we may at 
least stop to illustrate, by comparing it with the same image, delineated by the 
same masterly hand, with still greater strength of colouring, and greater force 
and variety of expressicm. ^* For the Lord's portion is his people ; Jacob is 
the lot of his inheritance. He found him in a desert land, and in the waste 
howling wilderness ; he led him about, he instructed him, he kept him as the 
apple of his eye. As an eagle stirreth up her nest, fluttereth over her young, 
spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth them on her wings ; so the 
Lord alone did lead him, and there was no strange God with him. He made 
him ride on the high places of the earth, that he might eat the increase of the 
fields ; and he made him to suck honey out of the rock, and oil out of the 
flinty rock.*^* The sagacity and vigilance of the eagle in providing the means 
of support and safety fx her callow brood, her strength and fierceness in dd» 
fending them, her tender sympathy with their weakness, her anxiety to hasten 
on their maturity and capacity to provide for themsd?es, the pains which she 
takes to instruct them to fly, — as they are all fully justified by facts, so they 
are conveyed to us in language the most simple, plain and ele^nt ; and raise 
us to the contemplation of an object, of all others the sublimest, sweetest, 
most interesting and most composing to the soul. They represent to us, the 
all-comprehending view of eternal Providence, the never-sleepitig eye ot the 
Watchman of Israel, the unassailable protection of the heavenly Guardian, 
the more than maternal care, diligence and zeal which Jehovah continually 
exercises over them that are his. Ha|^y is that people that is in such a case ; 
yea, '' happy is that people whose God is the Lord."t 

As the friendship between Qod and Abraham, the father and founder of that 
great nation, commenced and was confirmed in the solemn ratification of a 
covenant, performed according to rights of God's own appointing ; so the 
political existence and impcntance of that nation were directed to take their 
rise in the cutting or dmding a covenant, with similar sdemnities. And this 
was the tenor, time were the conditions of it. On the part of Israel, in one 
word, obedience to the Toioe <^ God ; submission in all things to the will of 

* Dem. naii. 9, &c. t Pial. cxHv. 16. 
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their best frieDd, and kindest beaeftctor, who eonld hmve tfo^iog in view bat 
their happiness. On the part of God, the promise of a proftision of blessing 
temporal, spiritual and everlasting ; a rank among the nations, which shooll 
;render them the envy and wonder of the world ; an establidiment, which 
length of time should not impair ; a soccession of prophets, of priests and of 
princest which was to issue in the eternal priesthood and nnlimited sovereign^ 
tj of one, whose government was to be an nniversal and everlasting blessing 
to them and to mankind. *' Te shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above aU 
people : for all the earth is mine.'* Segulak, '^ a peculiar treasure, something 
exceedingly prized and sedulously preserved, a gem of peculiar lustre and value^ 
which an affluent and powerful prince culls out from among many, takes under 
liis own particular charge, and will not entrust to the care of another. 

Moses takes up this striking idea again in that beautiful song of praise, hit 
Which, at the ckise of life, he recapitulates the wonderful ways of Providence 
to that chosen &mily : ** The Lord's portion is hie people : Jacob is the lot of 
{lis inheritance."* The promise which follows in the sixth verse^ is wonder- 
fully calcuhited to inspire ideas of dignity and importance : ** Ye shall be unto 
me a kingdom of priests, and an hdy nation." They had just left a country 
where the priesthcKxi was held in high estimation ; wh^re the persons of those 
who bore that sacred character were invidable, and their property exempted 
from the imposts which were laid upon that of other subjects. But the peculiar 
respect paid to this order of men, and the immunities whicb they enjoyed, serv- 
ed only to expose more glaringly the contrast, the degradatiob and distress of 
the great body of the people. Whereas here was a whole nation destined o^ 
Heaven to equal honours ; not a king and subjects, but a commonwealth of 
kings ; not one ministering at the altar in the name of UioBsands, one admit- 
ted within the veil, and myriads removed to an humblii^f, mortifying distance : 
but a kingdom of priests, an holy nation, majesty and sanctity in one. 

These are the words which Moses is commanded to rehearse in the ears ot 
all the people. Having descended from the mount, he collects them accord- 
ingly by their elders ; the men first in age, first in wisdom, first in dignity and 
authority ; and delivers to them the high message which he had in charge* 
Impressed at once with the power and grace of their heavenly Kinff, they as 
^ne man reply, '* AU that the Lord hath spodcen we will do." Which answer 
Moses again reporu to his dread Employer. Thus, in the very preparativesr 
fiir the publication of the law, the mediation of the gospel was clearly taught 
and inculcated ; and thus throughout we perceive that guilty creatures can 
have no safe nor comfortable access to a holy God, but by means of ** a days- 
man to lay his hands upon both ;" and thus, the very mmister of a fiery law 
exhibited a type of that great High Priest, at once *' merciful and fidthfol ;'* 
'* &ithful in the things pertaining t6 God ;" ^* meroifnl, to make reconciiiatiott 
iot the sins of the people." 

Moses is upon this informed, Uiat God intended on the third day from that 
time to manifest himself to all the people as . the Leader and Ruler of that 
vast army, and as the Employer and Patron of If oses his prophet, in a manner 
that should leave no room to doubt in whose name he spake, and by what au- 
thority he acted : '' And the Lord said unto Moses, Lo« I come unto thee in 
a thick cloud, that tl|e people may hear when I ispeak with thee, and believe 
thee forever. And Moses tdd the words of the people unto the Lord." '< I 
come to thee in a thick cfoud." God already reaided among Israel, and pre- 
sided over them in a pillar of fire and a cloud. But whatever be the medium 
of communication between the Deity and his creatures, it is capable of being 
increased and improved beyond imagination* There is a darkness grosser ^ 

* D«ut mil 9; 

YoL ni. 1^ 
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«nd a cloud thicker and more awfully impregnated, than any oT which we 
have had experience. There is a voice louder, and a glory brighter than any 
' which we have heard or seen. Who can declare, who can conceive the ut- 
most eictent of the power of the Almighty 1 There is a splendour infinitely 
iMiperiour to that of '* the sun shining in his strength." There may be an an- 
gel excelling in might : ^* Gabriel who stands in the presence of God.'' 
Know we ever so much, there is a field of discovery before us infinite as the 
iBuncnsity of Jehovah, to employ a duration of inquiry endless as his eternity. 

A connnand is now issued to the people to employ themselves that day and 
the next in solemn preparation for this august visit. They are directed, as an 
external mark of respect to the most holy God, as a token of obedience, and 
as an indication of inward purity, to wash their clothes, to abstain from what- 
ever might defile the body or the mind, and even to deny themselves such in- 
nocent and lawful gratifications as might have a tendency to disturb their at- 
tention and distract their thoughts. When God came to give the law, he came 
after solemn warning, he gave eVident signs of his approach, he declared to a 
moment when he was to be heard and seen in his majesty. But, when he shall 
come to execute the law, we are informed that he shall take the world by sur- 
prise, that men may be always ready. ** Behold I will come on thee as a thief, 
and thou shah not know what hour I will come upon thee."* '* Watch there- 
fore : fi>r ye know not what hour your Lord doth come."t '* Be ye also ready : 
for in such an hour as ye think not, the Son of Man cometh."| 

When but a friend or neighbour is expected to visit us, decency requires 
that our persons, our houses, or entertainment, be rendered as inoflfensive and 
as acceptable as we can make them. The anxiety which men feel, and the 
pain^ which they take to receive and entertain their superiours, is too well 
known to need any remark. It is only when the King of kings, and the 
Lord of lords announces his approach, that men are incurious, unceremoni- 
ous, careless and indiflferent. 

The great Jehovah was to manifest himself first to the eye. ** Be ready 
against the third day ; for the third day the Lord will come down, in the sight 
of all the people, apon Mount Sinia." All is hitherto attractive and encour- 
aging. The face of God is clothed with smiles. He comes " to dwell with 
men upon earth." But the grace and condescension of God, while they in- 
vite to the communications of friendship, forbid the boldness and fireedom of 
familiarity. While he makes himself known as a Father, a Protector, a Guide, 
he permits us not to forget that he is at the same time *' a great God, and a great 
King." Therefore a strict injunction is given in the twelflh and thirteenth 
verses, ** And thou shalt set bounds unto the people round about, saying, 
Take heed to yourselves, that ye go not up into the mount, or touch the bor- 
der of it : whosoever toucheth the mount shall surely be put to death. There 
shall not an hand touch it, but he shall surely be stoned, or shot through ; 
whether it be beast or man, it shall not live : when the trumpet soundeth long, 
ye shall come up to the mount." This last expression, " When the trumpet 
soundeth long, ye shall come up to the mount," is evidently a caution and a 
threatening, not an invitation ; and seems to import, '^ Let him who dares, 
presume to a^vi^o^^^^ nearer ; let him come up into the mount, if he wiU." 
At the sound of that tremendous trumpet, they were ready to sink into the 
earth with terror instead of desiring or attempting a nearer intercourse with 
the great and terrible God, who hath put all nature into consternation. 

As they were commanded, so they did. All impurity is carefully removed ; 
and they see, in solemn silence and earnest expectation, in hope mingled with 
fear, the gradual approach of this all-important, this eventful day. 

* Rev. iU. X t Mitt. uiv. 4S. t Ver. 41 
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At length, in all its pomp tnd importance, the^ third day arriires. Everj 
creature, every element feels and gives witness to the appearance of its Ood. 
Heaven and earth, angels and men, the water and the land, air and fire, an- 
nounce the presence of their great Creator and Ruler. ' I tremble as I read. • 
What must it have been to see and hear ! '* And it came to pass on the third 
day in the morning, that there were thunders, and lightnings, and a thick 
cloud upon the mount, and the voice of the trumpet exceeding loud ; so that 
all the people that was in the cainp trembled." Lo, the hoarse thunder is lost 
in the louder sound of the trumpet ; and that awful sound, in its turn sinks 
into silence, before the all-penetrating, all-commanding accents of the voice 
of God himself. The thick darkness of a cloud, impregnated with the terrors 
of divine justice, threatens one moment to extinguish forever hope and joy ; 
and that darkness the next moment is dispelled by the more terrible flashes of 
celestial fire. How poor the state of an earthly prince compared to this ! 
« God maketh his angels spirits, his ministers a flame of fire.'* What heart 
is not melted in the midst of this wild uproar 1 There b not an object of as- 
tonbhment which we are acquainted with, but what enters into this descrip- 
tion. Thunder, lightning, blackness of darkness, tempest, earthquake, the 
trumpet of God ; and all these are but the coverings of terror, the harbingers 
of majesty and might. Behold, God is in the thunder, in the lightning, 
in the tempest, in the earthquake ! they are mere instruments to do hit 
pleasure. 

But we are directed to one object perfectly placid and composed in the 
midst of tumult and confusion : '' even when the voice of the trumpet sound- 
ed long and waxed exceeding loud," Moses possessed his soul in patience. 
** Moses spake, and God answered him by a voice." It is guilt that gives force 
to fire, that lends fury to the stormy wind, that shakes the earth by first shaking 
the soul. Faith in God controls the elements, and soothes the soul to rest -in 
communion with God, as the child falls asleep in the fond maternal bosom. 

Moses comes up at the command of Him who is King and Lord of nature, 
and therefore he bas nothing to fear. The three children fall down bound in 
the midst of the burning fiery furnace, but the flames have no power to kindle 
upon them ; they consume only the cords with which they are bound ; they 
themselves walk at liWrty through the midst of the fire ; they rest as on a bed 
of roses, for behold another is in company with them, and ** the form of the 
fourth is like the Son of God." Daniel sleeps secure in the den among lions, 
more composedly than Darius in his palace, surrounded by his officers and 
guards ; he sleeps calmly, as a father in the midst of his children. He who 
Kars God has nothing else to fear. 

But what new doctrine is to be usherd in under all this formidable appara- 
tus ? What law, unknown, unheard of before, is to be introduced and en- 
forced by ceremonies so dreadfully august and solemn ? Just that which was 
from the beginning, that which the finger of God more silently and curiously 
interwove with the very texture and frame of the human soul. The voice of 
God says, from the heights of Sinai, none other things than those which con- 
science speaks to every man, from the deep recesses of his own breast. It is 
thia that gives weight to both the law and the gospel. They have their coun- 
terpart in the nature and condition of man. They are of God, who knows 
what is in man and what is good for man. 

But can He whose *< presence fills heaven and earth," change his place t 
Can God be said to ascend, or descend ? The devout eye sees him in every 
feature, in every place, in every event. The pious soul feels and acknowl- 
edges him incessantly. But to rouse stupidity, to reprove carelessness, to cion- 
vince infidelity, God must assume state, clothe himself with thunder, involve 
the top' of Sinai in clouds, and shake its foundation. As in the composure of 
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Hoses we behold the confidence of diVine friendship, and the secnrity arising 
from union with God, so in the caution which is given in the twenty-firS 
verse, '' Go down, charge the people, ]est they break through unto the Lord to 
gaze, and many of them perish,'* we see the danger of unlicensed curiosity, 
of presumptuous boldness. Fire and darkness equally repel and intimidate, 
equally compose and encourage. All the dealings of God with man, ure ^* line 
upon line, and precept upon precept." 

The similitude of the legal and eyangelical dispensations, and their differ- 
ence, would necessarily occupy a much larger portion of your time and atten-; 
tion than now remains. It were better, therefore, to bring them together in 
one discourse calculated for the purpose. 

I conclude the present Lecture with simply reading two or three short pas-, 
^ages of scripture, closely connected with and serYiug to illustrate bur subject; 
written at two very different periods, and in two very different states of the 
church. The first is in the history of Elijah, the great restorer of the law, 
near six hundred years afterward. ^ And he rose, and did eat, and drink, 
und went in the strength of that meat forty days and forty nights, 
unto Horeb, the mount of God. And he came thither unto a cave and lodged 
there. And behold, the word of the Lord came to him ; and he said unto 
him, What doest thou here, Elijah 7 And he said, I have been very jealous 
for the Lord God of hosts : for the children of Israel have forsaken thy cove- 
pant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword ; and I, 
even 1 only am lefl; and they seek my life to take it away. And he said, Go 
forth, and stand upon the mount before the Lord. And behold the Lord passed 
by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the 
rocks before the Lord ; but the Lord was not in the wind : and after the wind 
an earthquake ; but the Lord was not in the earthquake : and after the earth- 
quake a fire ; but the Lord was not in the fire : and after the fire, a still small 
voice. And it was so, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in hfs 
mantle, and went out, and stood in the entering in of the cave : and behold, 
there came a voice unto him, and said. What doest thou here, Elijah ? And 
he said, I have been very jealous for the Lord God of hosts : because the 
children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and 
slain thy prophets with the sword ; and I, even I only am lefl, and they seek 
my life, to take it away."* The second is the winding up of that wonderful 
comparison and contrast of the law and the gospel, which constitute the great 
body of the epistle to the Hebrews, and which the apostle sums up in these 
remarkable words, sixty-four years after the advent of Jesus Christ '' For ye 
are not come unto the mount that might be touched, and that burned with 
fire, nor unto blackness, and darkness, and tempest, and the sound of a trum- 
pet, and the Voice pf words ; which voice they that heard entreated that the 
word should not be spoken to them any more. For they could not endure 
that which was commanded. And if so much as a beast touch the mountain, 
it shall be stoned, or thrust through with a dart. And so terrible was the 
eight, that Moses said, I exceedingly fear and quake. But ye are come unto 
mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and 
to an innumerable company of angels : to the general assembly and church 
of the firstrboTQ, which are written in heaven, and to God the judge of all, 
und to the spirits of just men made perfect And to Jesus the mediator of 
the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things 
fhan that of Abel. See that ye refuse not him that speaketh : for if they es- 
caped Qot who refused him that spake on earth, much more shall not we ^»i 
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ea^ if we turn away from hini that speaketh fVom heaTen ; whose voice then 
•hook the earth : but now he hath promised, sayiog, Yet OQce more I shake 
Bot the earth only, but also heaven. And this word, Yet once more, signifi* 
eth the removing of those things that are shaken, as of things that are made, 
that those things which cannot be shaken may remain. Wherefore we re- 
oeiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us. have grace, whereby we 
may serve G(m1 acceptably, with reverence and godly fear. For our God is a 
fonsominy fire."* 



JMSTORY OF MOSES. 



LECTURE XVIII. 

JOSHUA L 17. 

A««ofdiiif as w« hetrkeoed anto Moses in all things, so will we hearken unto thee : only the LoH 
thy God be with thee, as he was with Noses. 

JOHN I. 17. 

For the law was given by Moses, but grace and (ruth came by Jesus Christ. 

In forming estimates ofgreatness, It is natural for men to consult their 
senses, not their reason, mth the idea of royal majesty we connect those of 
a chair of state, a numerous and splendid retinue, an ermine robe, a sceptre 
mnd a crown. But wisdom and goodness are the qualities which confer tial 
dignity, and command just homage and respect Our preconceptions of 
ei^ly magnificence much exceed the truth, and knowledge speedily levels 
the fabric which imagination had raised. But the wonders of nature, the 
mighty works of God, grow upon us as we contemplate them. No intimacy 
of acquaintance reduces their magnitude or tarnishes their lustre. And if 
the very frame of nature, the vastness, the variety, the harmony and the splen- 
dour of the visible creation be calculated to fill us with astonishment and de- 
light, bow must the plan of Providence, the work of redemption, the great 
mystery of godliness, excel in glory ! 

In the discoveries which it has pleased Qod, at sundry tines and in diverse 
manners to make of himself to mankind, he has at oqe time addressed him- 
self directly to the understanding : at another, made his way to the heart and 
conscience through the channel of sense. The law was given in every cir- 
cumstance of external pomp ; it was accompanied with every thing that could 
dazzle the eye, fill the ear, and rouse the imagination. The kingdom of God, 
in the gospel of his *' Son, came not with ob^ryation." The great Author of 
the dispensation of grace, according as it was predicted concerning him, ** did 
not strive Mr cry, nor cause his voice to be heard in the streets.^' He had, 
in the eyes of an undisceming world, ** no form nor comeliness, no beauty 
yfhj he should be desired." And therefore '' he was despised and rejected ef 
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men." But we are taught to tUnk very differentlj of his second appearance. 
** He shall come in the clouds of heaven, with power and great fflory :" ** In 
his Father's glory, and all his holy angels :" ** With the voice of the archan- 
gel, and the trump of God." 

The manner of delivering the law correq)onded with its nature. It was 
clothed with thunder. It was surrounded with the blackness of darkness. It 
emitted flaming fire. It denounced death. The spirit of the gospel, in like 
manner, breathed in the mode of its publication. The doctrine of peace and 
reconciliation was delivered to men, in the tenderest accents of human friend- 
ship. And temporal mercies and deliverances prepared the way for ** spiritual 
and heavenly blessings in Christ Jesus." 

We are now to bring these two dispensations together, and to compare the 
one with the other, in order that we may discover and admire that uniformity 
of design which they jointly aim at promoting, the mutual lustre which they 
shed upon, and the mutual aid which they lend to, each other. 

By *< the law" we understand the whole of that scheme of the divine provi- 
dence which related to the posterity of Abraham ; the promises which were 
made to them, the ordinances prescribed, the character which they bear, the 
events which befel them, from the day in which that patriarch lefl his kindred 
and country, till the day when the whole was swallowed up and lost in the 
persons, doctrines, ordinances, life, sufferings and death of Him, who was 
held up from the beginning as the great, leading, commanding object in the 
eternal eye ! the accomplishment of the promises, the substance of the types 
and shadows, the '* end of the law for righteousness to every one that be- 
lievelh." 

Moses and Christ frequently speak of their mutual relation and resemblance. 
*' I will raise them up," says God by Moses, '' a prophet from among their 
brethren, like unto thee, and will put my words in his mouth, and he shall 
speak unto them all that I shall command him. And it shall come to pass, 
that whosoever will not hearken unto my words, which he shall speak in my 
name, I will require it of him."* " Search the scriptures," says Christ, ** for 
in them ye think ye have eternal life : and they are they which testify of me. 
Ftbr had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me : for he wrote of me. 
But if ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe my words 1"t 

The persons, characters and offices of the two legislators, therefore, natu- 
rally fall to be first considered, in tracing the resemblance of the two covenants 
which were established with mankind through their mediation. 

Of the birth of Mose^ and salvation to Israel by him, there seems to have 
been a general expectation in his own nation, and an apprehension of such 
an event as general in the minds of the Egyptians. Hence the bloody decree 
of Pharaoh to destroy from the womb all the male children of the Hebrews ; 
and hence, on the other hand, that eagerness to save a child, who, from the 
moment of its birth, exhibited unequivocal signs of his future greatness and 
usefulness. When Christ came into the world, multitudes were looking for 
the *' Consolation of Israel." The prophecies concerning the promises of 
the Messiah, were evidently hastening to fulfil themselves. The Jews expect- 
ed their king : Herod dreaded a rival. The person of the promised Saviour 
was pointed out by signs in heaven, and signs on earth, which it was impossi- 
ble to misunderstand* An extraordinary star describes an unknown path 
through the air to •the place of his birth. A multitude of the heavenly host 
proclaim the joyful event to the shepherds. It was revealed unte Simeon by 
the Holy Ghost, *' that he should not see death, before he had seen the Lord's 
Christ."! Conducted of the Spirit he came into the temple at the moment 

• Deut. xviii. 18, 19. t Jobo v. $9, ine. t Luke U. 26. 
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when Christ was presented there, according to the law. He recognizes the 
promised of the Lord, and closes his eyes in peace. Anna, the prophetess, 
instructed bj the same Spirit, gives a similar testimony, and speaks of " the 
holy child to all thekn that looked ibr redemption in Jerusalem.*'* 

The circumstances of extreme danger which attended the birth of Moses 
and of Christ, aqd the wonderful means of their preservation and deliverance, 
constitute a striking mark of resemblance between them. Behold the long- 
looked-^ deliverer of the Jewish church and nation, ready to perish by the 
hand of Pharaoh : and the great King and Head of the christian world, threat- 
ened by the murdering dagger of the tetrarch of Galilee ; while the earth was 
ivatered with the blood of their infant brethren. Moses is saved from destruc- 
tion by the daughter of the tyrant who sought his life ; he finds an asylum 
and a school in the house which he was destined to plague and to humble. 
And Jesus of Nazareth finds shelter in Egypt frem the fury and jealousy of 
Herod. 

The personal beauty and accomplishments of the Israelitish lawgiver were 
probably intended to typify, in an inferiour degree, the personal glory and ex- 
cellency of Him, concerning whom the prophet thus writes, *• Thou art fairer 
than the children of men ; grace is poured into thy lips: therefore God hath 
blessed thee forever."t 

The wretched state of Israel when Moses was born, and of the world when 
Christ came to save it, are a melancholy and affecting counterpart to each 
other. The former, subjected to the arbitrary ' authority of a sanguinary ty- 
rant ; the latter, in dreadful captivity to the prince of the power of the air, that 
«* murderer from the beginning ;'* '< that spirit which ruleth in the children of 
disobedience." 

Their mental qualities present a lovely and an instructive similitude. <' Now 
the man Moses was very meek, above all the men which were upon the face 
of the earth."{ " Take my yoke upon you and learn of me, for I am meek 
and lowly in heart, and ye shall find rest unto your souls."§ Compassion for 
his afflicted brethren, early discovered the temper, and marked the character 
of Moses, the man of God. Sympathy with the miserable, and that sympathy 
effecting seasonable relief for them, marked the paths of the Son of God 
through a world of wretchedness. <* I have compassion on the multitude, be- 
cause they continue now with me three days, and have nothing to eat : And 
I win not send them away fasting, lest they faint by the way."|| " When he 
saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they 
fainted, and were scattered abroad as sheep having no shepherd."^! Over the 
grave of Lazarus " Jesus wept." '' When he was come near, he beheld the 
city and wept over it, saying. If thou hadst known, even thoti, at least in this 
thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace ! but now they are hid firom 
thine eyes."** 

The offices which Moses and Christ were called of Providence to execute, 
present us with points of likeness which it is impossible not to see, and equal- 
ly impossible to mistake. " And there arose not a prophet since in Israel like 
unto Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face ; in all the signs and wonders 
which the Lord sent him to do in the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh and to all his 
servants, and to all his land : and in all that mighty hand, and in all that great 
terror, which Moses shewed in the sight of all Israel."tt " No man hath seen 
God at any time ; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, 
he hath declared him."|| Moses was king in Jeshurun, and conducted the 
thousands of Israel through many difficulties and dangers to their destined 

* Luke ii. 38. t Psalm xIt. 2. X Numb. xiL 3. ^ Matt xi. 29. 
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habitation ; Jesus, God's *« anointed King over his holy hill of Zion,'* brings 
his " many** spiritual " sons unto glory." 

To constitute one deliverer for Israel, Hoses and Aaron must unite their 
talents, must combine their force, must conjoin their offices : the prophet 
must cooperate with the priest ; two distinct persons carry on one design ; 
but, in the Saviour of the world, all talents, all virtues, all offices meet and 
centre : the prophetic inspiration of Moses, Aaron's pleasantness and grace of 
iq>eech ; the regal dignity of the one, the sacerdotal purity of the other. In 
order to put Israel in possession of the promised land, Joshua must succeed to 
Moses, and happily finish what his master has so successfully begun. But the 
great Captain of salvation needs no coadjutor, can have no successor : " He 
gives grace and glory ;*' He leads his redeemed through the wilderness, intro- 
duces them into Canaan, maintains them in quiet and everlasting possession. 

Other lines of resemblance will appear as we prosecute the history, and 
shall not therefore be anticipated. But we must not dismiss the subject with^ 
out pointing out wherein the likeness fails, and how much the type falls short 
of the object which it represents. 

The wonders performed by Moses' in Egypt, were wrought by a power dele-' 
gated to, and conferred upon him for the purpose. The miracles of Christ 
were produced by a po^er original and inherent Moses, though the meekest 
of all men, was betrayed into rashness, lost temper, and ** sps^e unadvisedly 
with his lips.'* But in Jesus behold a spirit which was never ruffled, a tongue 
in which guile was never found ; lips that never offended ; a mind which no 
insult could disturb, no unkindness provoke ; nor even the horrid pangs of an 
unmerited death rouse to resentment " Holy brethren, partakers of the 
heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, 
Christ Jesus ; who was faithful to him that appointed him, as also Moses was 
faithful in all his house. F^or this man was counted worthy of more glory than 
Moses, inasmuch as he who hath builded the house hath more honour than the 
house. For every house is builded by some man ; but he that built all things 
is God. And Moses verily was faithful in all his house as a servant, for a tes^ 
timony of those things which were to be spoken after ; but Christ as a Son 
over his own house ; whose house are we, if we hold fast the confidence, and 
the rejoicing of hope firm unto the end."* 

Moses died and was buried. Jesus died and was buried, and rose again.' 
Moses received the law ; Christ gave it Moses and Elias attend the Saviour 
on mount Tabor, as his ministering servants ; Jesus receives their attendance 
and homage, as their Lord. 

Having spoken of the resemblance between the authors of the two dispen- 
sations, we proceed, as was proposed, to speak in the same view of the two 
dispensations themselves. 

And first, They rest on one and the same anthority, are dictated by th^ 
same unerring wisdom, and are directed to the same great and glorious end^ 
Indeed, one of the great proofs that both are of God is the conformity of both 
to the nature and condition of man. The precepts of the law are not novel 
constitutions, which bad no existence till the days of Moses : neither are the 
consolations of the gospel new discoveries of grace, unheard of till the four 
thousandth year of the world. Sinai thunder^ and lightened in Adam's con- 
science the moment he tasted the forbidden tree, and drove him to seek refuge 
>* from the presence of the Lord Gtod amidst the trees of the garden." The 
terrors of the law raged in Cain's guilty breast, long before there was any 
record written on brass or stone. And the promises of pardon and saivati(Hi 
are coeval with the conviction of the first offender, and the denunciation of his 

*Heb. iii. l,&c. 



Digitized by 



Google 



ItKCT. XYifU JUSTORT OF M0SE3. 1^1 

poiiishnient. The tongue which pronoanced ob man the doom of death, pro- 
claims the glad tidings of life and recovery. 

I know that the liuo is of God, for I have that within me which acknowl* 
edgen and approves its rectitude and excellency ; and even when it condemof 
me, I am constrained to call it ^' holy, just and good." I know that the go3* 
j^el is of God, for I feel that within me which welcomes its approach, discerni 
its suitableness, rejoices in its fulness, rests upon its truth. It is of God, for 
it descends to the level of my guilt and misery, corresponds with my hope^ 
suits my necessities. 

Our blessed Lord took an early opportunity of explaining himself on i\m 
subject. An absurd idea prevailed, that the kingdom of the Messiah was to 
be a total subversion of the Mosaic dispensation. An absurdity into which 
some christians have inadvertently given, for want of making a plain and 
necessary distinction, between those particulars of the law which are in their 
own nature eternal and unchangeable, like the nature of that God who is its 
author ; and those, which being typical and prophetical, ceased of course 
when the predicted event arrived, and the type, having fulfilled its design, was 
lost in the thing typified ; and those which, being temporary and transitory, 
ceased with the occasion of them. Of the first sort are the precepts of the 
decalogue, or the ten commandments ; which, under every constitution that 
affects such a being as man, must be immutable and everlasting. Of them 
it is that Christ said, *' Think not that I am come to destroy the law or the 
prophets : I am not come to destroy but to fulfiL For verily I say unto you. 
Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the 
law, till all be fulfilled."* Of the second class are the laws of the daily sacri- 
fice, the great annual feasts, the levitical priesthood, and the like. They 
pointed out Christ the Lord, they led to him, they were lost in him. And in 
the third rank we place the law of circumcision, the political economy of the 
Jewish nation, all that related to the possession of Canaan, and which ceased 
of course with the dissolution of their government, and the loss of their na- 
tional importance. These observations being attended to and kept in mind« 
will prevent the confusion arising from the ambiguous acceptation of the word 
^* law," as expressing the Old Testament dispensation. 

The law, then, and the gospel, the two tables of stone delivered to Moses, 
and the *' grace and truth which came by Jesus Christ," coincide, secondly, 
in this, that they both point out with equal clearness and force the necessity 
of a Saviour. Every word pronounced by the voice of God from Sinai, is in 
truth a sentence of condemnation While it enjoins future obedience, it fixes 
past guilt. While it says, '* Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, 
or the likeneds of any thing that is in heaven above, or in the earth beneath," 
it accuses of idolatry. While it recommends the observance of the sabbath, it 
charges home the violation of it ; and so of the rest of the precepts of the 
decalogue. 

The law, therefore, carried the gospel in its bosom, as the new changed 
moon exhibits a great body of obscurity, embraced by a small semicircle of 
light ; but which is to be irradiated by degrees, till the whole becomes one 
great globe of light and glory ; and Moses performs the part of " a school- 
master to bring us to Christ." 

To hear of a constitution by which I might have lived, afler my life is for- 
feited, is only to embitter my misery. It is like hearing of a cordial afler a 
man has swallowed poison. Now, it could never be the design of the gracious 
Lawgiver to insult human misery, by holding out a system which could avail 
the guilty nothing. While, then, the divine justice lays down the law in all 

•Matt. T. 17, 18, 
Vol. III. 17 
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iU strictiWMf poritj and axteDtf sajing, <« I am tlM Lord wbo will by no me^ 
clear the guilty ;'* *' Cursed is every one wbo continueth n<A in all things 
which are written in the book of the law to do them ;"* the goodness which 
ocMidesoeads to give a law at all, the wiadom which explains it, the patience 
that forbears to panisb its transgression, all plainly and distinctly proclaim the 
necessity and the existence of an atonement, and lead to " the bringing in of 
a better hope.*' 

Thirdly, The spirit of both dispensations is a spirit of love* God enfer-' 
ces upon Israel obedience to the law from Sinai, by the > consideration of hki 
being the Lord, which *' brought them up out of the land of Egypt, oot of the 
house of bondage f' '* who has borne them on eagle's wings, and broaght 
them to himself." And '' love" on the part of man " is the fulfilling of the 
law." Thou Shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy^ 
soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And 
the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On theso 
two commandments hang all the law and the pro^ets."t The gospel, in like 
manner, has its source in love, the love of God : and its great aim and end ia to 
produce love to God. *' God so loved the world, that he gave his oply b^;ol- 
ten Son, that whosoever believeth in him shonld not perish, but have everlast- 
ing life."| '* And we love him because he first loved us." *' The love of 
Christ constraineth us, because we thos judge, that if one died for all, then 
were all dead : and that he died for all, that they which live shoald not hence* 
forth live unto themselves, but nnto him which died for them, and rose again."^ 
And, *' By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one 
to another."|| '^ He that says he loves God, and hatetb his brother, is a liar. 
For he thai loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God 
whom he hath not seen ?"1| And, when both shall have produced their full 
^ect, *' perfect love shall cast out fear," the voice of God shall be unaccom- 
j^ied with thunder and lightning, cloud and tempest. The storm is in the 
mind of the guilty creature. Tl^ wrath of fire is not in God, but in fiillen 
man ; in *' tbs carnal mind, which is enmity against God ; for it is not sub- 
ject to the law of God, neither indeed can be."** When that is extinguished, 
all is at peace. The aim and labour of the gospel is not to reconcile God to 
man ; but to reconcile men to God : for <* God is love ; and he that dwelleth 
in love, dwelleth in God and God in him. "ft 

Fourthly, Both the legal and evangelical dispensations equally discover to 
us our distance f^om God. The one, by enumerating and declaring our of- 
fences; the other, by enumerating and declaring the tender mercies of oar 
God. The law treats us as alienated firiends, whom it is needfiil to convince, 
to reprove, imd humble. The gospel considers ns as friends restored, no *' lon*- 
ger strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints, and of Hie' 
household of God ;" " once darkness, but now light in the Lord : once aftr off, 
but made nigh by the blood of Christ." The law shows us bow far we have 
deviated from the path of duty and happiness ; the gospel conducts us back 
through our wanderings, unravels the intricacies and errors of dur dark steps, 
and replaces os in our father's house. Moses informs us that we are wrong,- 
*< like sheep going astray:" Jestts is " the way, the truth, and the life," and 
takes us under the care of ** the shepherd and bishop of souls." Moses points 
out the dreadful depth into which we have fallen, the dreadfiil disUnce from 
heaven to hell ; Christ reveals the glorious height to which we are raised, the 
giorioiK disUBce from hell to heaven. Moses tells me what I ought to be and 
to do; Christ makes me such as he would have me th be. ^* And you hath he 

• Gal. ifi. 10. t Matt. xxU. 37, Sec, t John iii .16. 62 Cor. v. li, 16. 
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quickened who were desd in trespasses and sins, wherein in time past ye 
walked, according to the coarse of thk workl, according to tile prince of tiie 
fovret of the air, the spirit that now workelh in the children of disobedience : 
among yfhom also we all had oar conirersation in times past, in the lasts of out 
flesh, tiilfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind ; and were by nature 
the children of wrath, even as others. But Qod, who is rich in mercy, for 
his great love wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath 
qoidcened us together with Christ ; (4>y grace ye are saved) and hath raised ua 
iq> together, and made us sit together in^lieavealy places in Christ Jesus."* 

Bttt the law was delivered to the world in a very ditferedt manner from the 
publication of the gospel ; in Are that burned, in tempest that roared, in a 
cloud tiiat darkei^, in words that threatened. It awed men into distance ; 
it inspired terror* But the gospel comes in light that consumes not, in glory 
that dazzles not, in language tiiat threatens not. The law says, '* Take heed 
to yourselves, that ye go not up ittto the mount, or touch the border of it i 
whosoever touches the mount shall surely be put to death. There shall not an 
hand touch it, but iie shall surely be stoned, or sliot through ; whether it be 
beast or m^n, it shail not live ; when the trumpet soundeth long, they shall 
come up to the mount. And the Lord said unto Moses, Go down, charge the 
people, lest they break through unto the Lord to gaze, and many of them per* 
ish."t The gospel says, *' Ixx>k unto me, and be ye saved, all tlieends of the 
earth." '^ Come unlo me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest."^ " He that Cometh to me, I will in no wise cast out."§ 
But to the impenitent and nniielieviug, the eospel speaks the same terror which 
the law did from Sinai ; nay, it wears a stin more frowning aspect. ** Indig-^ 
nation and wrath, tribulation and anguish upon every soul of man that doeth 
^il, of the Jew first, and ako of the Cfetitile."|| " How shall we escape if we 
n^le^ so gieat salvation ; which at the flrst bfegan to be spoken by the Lord, 
and was coAfirmed unto us by them that heard him.^'Yf " He that despised 
Moses's law died without mercy, under two or three witnesses ; of how much 
sever puni^iment, suppose ye, shall he be tliought worthy, who hath trodden 
under foot tiie Son of Qod, and hath eoumed the blood of the covenant, 
wlierewith he was sane^iied, an uniioly thing, and hath done despite to the 
Spirit of grace."** And on the other hand, to them that l>e]ieve, the law 
speaks in the mildest, gentlest language of the gospel ; for ^* there Is there- 
fere now no eondemnatioa totlMm which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not 
after the flesli, but after the Spirit."tt '< And the Lord pass^ by before him, 
and proclaimed, The Lord, tlie Lord Qod, merciful and gracioos, longsuffer- 
ing, and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, for- 
giving iniquity, and transgression, and 8in.'*|| ^* And shewing mercy unto 
thonsands of them that love me, and keep my commandments."§§ I know 
qot whether the whole bible containB an expression of goodness more singular 
and striking than tliese woi^ which issued from the mountain that burned 
with fire. Our fears are alarmed at the mention of the great and dreadful 
nsiMC ** The Lord Qod, a jealous Qod, visiting the iniquity of the fathers 

ri the children." But jtntice has its limits. It may be stretched out to 
third or fourth generation of offenders. Yet the ** Lord will not strive 
eentinnally, neither Will he keep his anger forever." But grace knows no 
Ixmods. When mercy is to l>e extended, it looks forward and forward, from a 
third and a fourth, to thousands of generations of tbe^n that lo^e Qod. In 
what promise of the New Testameht is the love of God preached more sweet- 
ly thaj] in this precept of the Old t 
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Both dispensations then have their mildness, and both their terror. Their 
mildness from the grace of the Creator ; their terror from the guilt of the 
creature. And if the proclamation of the law were thus dreadful ; if the 
alarm of judgment to come, shake the foundation of the everlasting hills ; if 
Sinai tremble, and the rocks melt before the Lord, coming as a Protector and 
a Friend, what must the sessions be, the great day of doom, the awful hour of 
execution when the judge shall oome '^ in flaming fire, taking vengeance on 
them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ."* ** When the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the ele- 
ments shall melt with fervent heat."t '* Consider this, ye that forget God, 
lest he tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver."^ 

*< Now of the things which we have spoken, this is the sum : We have such 
an High Priest, who is set on the right band of the throne of the majesty in 
the heavens ; a minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle, which 
the Lord had pitched and not man. For every high priest is ordained to offer 
gifts and sacrifices : wherefore it is of necessity that this Man have somewhat 
to offer. But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry ; but how much 
also he is the Mediator of a better covenant, which was established .upon bet- 
ter promises. For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of 
Israel after those days saith the Lord ; I will put my laws in their minds, and 
write them in their hearts ; I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me 
a people. For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and 
their iniquities I will remember no more. In that he saith, A new covenant, 
he hath made the first old. Now that which deoayeth and waxeth old is ready 
to vanish away."§ And all ^' this is of God, who hath made us able ministers 
of the New Testament, not of the letter, but of the Spirit : for the letter kil- 
letb, but the Spirit giveth life. But if the ministration of death, written and 
engraven in stories, was glorious, so that the children of Israel could not 
steadfastly behold the face of Moses for the glory of his countenance, which 
glory was to be done away ; how shall not the ministration of the Spirit be 
rather glorious 1 For if the ministration of condemnation be glory, much 
more doth the ministration of righteousness exceed in glory. For even that 
which was made glorious had no glory in this respect, by reason of the glory 
that excelleth. For if that which is done away was glorious, much more that 
which remaineth is glorious."|| 

We are assembled this night, my brethren, the sufajetts of the law ; the stu- 
dents of the gospel ; the expectants of Christ's second appearance. ** See 
then that ye resist not him that speaketh from heaven." Ye are happily set 
firee from the law of ceremonies ; happily subjected to the law of morality ; 
and '^ not without law unto Christ" ^' Stand fast therefore in that liberty 
wherewith Christ hath made you free." Enjoy and improve what you have ; 
affect not more than a wise providence permits. Look forward to that day 
when you shall join an innumerable company of angels, yourselves like the an** 
gels of God in heaven ; when you shall associate with the spirits of just men 
made perfect, yourselves perfect as they are ; when you shall add your voices 
to the celestial choir, in singing '* the song of Moses and the Lamb ;" when 
you shall see the face of G(k1 without dying, and hear his voice without quak- 
ing for fear. '* Now unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
his own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father ; 
to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen." 

•2Thess.i.8. f 2 Peter HL 12. tPsaLLJS. 

J Heb. viii. 1, Ax. || 2 Ck>r. iii. 6, Sec. 
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2 TIMOTHY I. 8, 9, 10. 

Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimonj^f our Lord, nor of me his prisoner : but be thou par- 
taker of the afflictions of ihc gospel, accordiog to the power of God ; who haih savpd us, and called 
us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and gtace, 
which wy given us in Christ Jesus lirfore the world began -, but is now made manifest by the ap- 
pearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolish^ death, and hath brought iii'e and immortal- 
ity to hght through the gospel. 

Ev^ERY dispensation of the Divine Providence seems to be the basis and th* 
preparation of a farther display of wisdom and goodness. The last discover- 
ed purpose of the Eternal Mind, is the continuation, the extension and the 
improvement of that which immediately preceded it; and the glory hitherto 
displayed in the ways and works of God, however excellent, is hastening to 
lode itself in *' a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory" yet to be 
revealed. Periods of immeasurable, incomprehensible duration had flowed, be- 
fore this fair and majestic frame of nature was called into existence. For we 
read of a purpose of grace formed and given *' before the world began," and of 
*' a kingdom prepared from the foundation of the world ;" of an election made, 
and of *' eternal life promised, of God who cannot lie, before the foundation 
of the world." Who can tell what systems have preceded that which now 
exists ? We know from scripture that one more glorious is to succeed it* 
^* According to his promise, we look for new heavens and a new earth, where- 
in dwelleth righteousness."* And who can tell what future systems may arise 
in endless progression 1 As well might the fluttering insect, which was bom 
in the morning and perishes at night, presume to dive into the ages beyond 
the flood, or with bold, adventurous wing attempt to soar into the heaven of 
heavens, and declare the wonders of the world of spirits. 

But though system may succeed system, though dispensations change, one 
thing is immutable, '* the gracious purpose of Him who worketh all things 
ailer the counsel of his own will." One great object was kept in view before 
the world began, is still kept in view through the whole extent of its duration^ 
and is to be pursued through the endless ages of eternity. Do you need, 
christian, to be told what it is ? The salvation of the world by Christ Jedus* 
It is a little thing to say, that Abraham saw his day afar off: that of him 
Moses wrote, Isaiah prophesied, David sung, and Paul preached. ^^ I'hese 
things the angels desire to look into." On this exalted theme the. everlasting 
Goansels of peace revolved ; to mature them, the powers of heaven and earth 
were shaken ; and to bring them to their consummation, a new creation shall 

^SPcteriii. 13. 

Vol. IT. 2 
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expand infinite space, and a succession of ages that arc never, never to expire. 
Placed at whatever point in this immense sphere, our eyes are still attracted 
to the glorious Centre, from which all light, and life, and joy, issue ; and in 
whose light every inferiour orb revolves and shines. 

The epistle of the great apostle of the Gentiles from which I have taken 
the subject of this Discourse, is addressed to Timothy, whom he styles his 
** dearly beloved son in the gospel,** and who had been ordained first bishop of 
the church of the Ephesians. Paul himself was at that time a prisoner at 
Rome, and totally uncertain respecting the issue of a cause which affected his 
life, before the imperial court. What mercy, what justice was to be expected 
from such a prince as Nero— the monster who could fire his country, shed the 
blood of his virtuous preceptor, and destroy his own mother 1 But we behold 
in the prisoner a spirit much exalted above the fear of a tyrant, a mind pre- 
pared for the worst that could befal him, and expressing anxiety, not about 
personal safety, but about the success of the gospel, and the steadfastness of a 
beloved disciple. He solemnly charges that disciple not to suffer himself to 
be one moment shaken in the faith, by the persecution to which the cause of 
Christ had exposed himself, or the ills which he might still be called to endure 
for the testimony of Jesus: and, to enforce his charge, he suggests a view of 
the gospel which eclipses all created glory, " stills the enemy and the aveng- 
er," plucks from death his sting, and robs the grave of its boaste4 victory. 
He represents Timothy and himself as engaged in a cause, which the great 
God himself, before all worlds, regarded as of superiour importance, and made 
peculiarly his own ; which " at sundry times and in divers manners*' he dis- 
closed, and which at length, •♦ by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
he made manifest*' to all men. Paul glories in the idea of being a worker to- 
gether with God in this generous design ; in bis appointment to the office of 
** a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles," in the great mys- 
tery of godliness ; in displaying and dispensing to a guilty, perishing world, 
the unsearchable riches of Christ — who had '• abolished death, and brought 
life and immortality to light through the gospel.** 

— In tracing the history of the patriarchs who lived Iwth before and since 
the flood, from Adam to Abraham, and from Abraham to Moses, we have en- 
deavoured to point out this unity of design, this steadiness of cooperation, thii 
progress of discovery. By whatever name the typical person is designated, 
patriarch, prophet, high priest, under the Old Testament dispensation ; what- 
ever be the designation of the ministering servant under the New, apostle, 
evangelist, pastor or elder, the office and the end of the institution is one and 
the same — to declare the Son of God, the Saviour of men, *' for the perfect^ 
ing of the saints, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till all coma in the 
nnity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perffect 
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.*'* 

Borne down the current of divine revelation, we have arrived with Israel at 
thc*mountain that burned with fire, and at awful distance, with trembling eyes 
beheld its summit involved in clouds, clothed in terror ; and with wonder and 
joy contemplated the cloud dispersing, the thunder ceasing, the terror done 
away, and Mount Sinai transformed into Mount Zion. Whatever farther pro- 
gress we make, in whatever direction we proceed, we shall find this exceeding 
high mountain still in view ; and, whether under the conduct of the leader 
and commander of Israel, or of the Champion of Christianity, we are equally 
led by " one" and the same ** Spirit" in " one hope,*' to *• one Lord, one faith, 
one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in all.*'t 
We shall endeavour to connect our past and following Course of LectarcJi 

• Epb. iv. 13. t Epb. iv. 6, a. 
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bj the view here presented to us by the apostle, of the plan of Providence in the 
redemption of the world ; and the execution of it, '' by the ap|>earing of our 
Saviour Jesus Christ." And you will be pleased to observe, 

I. It is God's otvn purpose. The contrivance, the discovery, the progress, 
the accomplishment, all, all is from heaven. In what relates to this world, in 
what contributes to the sustentation and comfort of a transient life, human 
sagacity, ingenuity and industry may challenge a little praise. Men soon in- 
vented and improved the neceiisary, useful, and ornamental arts. They soon 
learned to build cities, to work in brass and iron, to *^ handle the harp and or- 
gan.'* But their dexterity, address, perseverance and saccess in the pursuit 
of perishable interests, form an humiliating contrast with their awkwardness, 
indolence, inattention and incapacity in their higher, their spiritual and ever- 
lasting concerns. Wise in trifles, or to do evil, how to do good they find not. 
The experiment was permitted to be fully made. It was proved how far the 
ppwers of nature could go. Egypt, Assyria, Greece, Rome, improved onQ 
upon another ; and what was the result 1 '^ The world by wisdom knew not 
God." They became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was 
darkened. '* Professing themi^lves to be wise, they became fools ; and chang- 
ed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible 
man, and to birds^ and four footed beasts, and creeping things."* 

To increase our wonder and mortification, when God'a purpose of mercy 
was declared, when his method of salvation was revealed, men were '* slow 
of heart to believe." They *< resisted the Holy Spirit ;" Christ " came to his 
own and his own received him not." The disciples thenrselves understood 
not, believed not ** what the prophets had spoken." No wonder then that the 
doctrine of the cross was '' to the Jews a stumbiingblock, and to the Greeks, 
foolishness." Here then is a purpose^ which not only is not of man's form- 
ing, but which man uniformly and violently opposed. In other cases, we be- 
hold the wisdom of God blending itself with human counsels, directing, sub- 
duing them to its determination, and the great God graciously condescending 
to divide his glory with the creature. But if there be a design more peculiar- 
ly A»5, from which he claims undivided praise, which was not, which could 
not be of man, nor *' according to our works," it is this, the gracious design 
of ** saving them that believe," hy Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 

II. This leads us forward to observe, that as the work of redemption is 
Jbuovah 's ifwn peculiar purpose, so it is a purpose of grace. The thoughts 
of " the Father of Spirits," are nnfolded, and they are " thoughts of peace." 
Transporting view ! Behold the greatest and most glorious of all beings em- 
ploying himself in devising the means of doing good, of communicating hap- 
piness, of relieving the miserable ; and forming a scheme of benevolence 
which exlends from eternity to eternity, and comprehends innumerable myri- 
ads of rational beings restored, recovered from ignorance, from guilt, from 
misery, to wisdom,* to holiness, to perfect and exalted felicity. Blessed pw^ 
pose I The formation of man, the creation of an universe are only parts of 
it. Maa was formed that he might be redeemed ; was sent into this world to 
he prepared for " heavenly plaices in Christ Jesus." The firmament was ex- 
panded, adorned, lighted up, to witness the display of '^ the exceeding riches 
of the grace of God, in his kindness towards us through Christ Jesus ;" and 
•very successive opening of the plan of Providence is only a new discovery, a 
tnore endearing expression of the love of Christ, ** which passeth knowledge," 
of " the peace of God which passetb all understanding." Think, O guilty 
Wan, think, O my soul, what a purpose of juHice, think what a purpose of 
VJraik would have been, had ** God sent his Son into the world to umdenm the 
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world I" — The spirit fails at the dreadful thought. Behold an insulted God 
descending to confound the pride and presumption of the builders of Babel ; 
and mark their speedy dispersion. Behold a righteous God descended on a: 
purpose of fiery indignation against polluted Sodom ; and consider, in trem- 
bling silence, the smoke of her torment ascending up to heaven. Behold a 
whole world of ungodly men overwhelmed with the waters of a deluge ; and 
learn how dreadful, how inconceivably dreadful a deliberate purpose of ven* 
^ance is. And, when you have pondered it well, reflect with wonder, grati- 
tude and delight, that ** God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life ;"* that Christ came to seek and to save that which was lost Again, 

III. This purpose p( God, this purpose of grace was formed before ike 
world began. Human purposes are feeble, fluctuating, unenlightened; ob«' 
structed by unforeseen events, they are constrained to change their direction, 
and to assume a new form. The imperfect work which through many diffi- 
culties is at length executed, bears no manner of resemblance to the original 
design. Man performs what he may, because he cannot efiect what he would. 
He is governed by circumstances over which he has no power. But the dis- 
tinctions of past and future, vanish away from before the eye of God. There 
can be no difficulty in the way of almighty power, nothing concealed from the 
Tiew of omniscience. The duration of a world shrinks into a single moment 
before Him who is ** from everlasting to everlasting." Contingency and 
chance can have no efiect on the couns>els of Him ** who seeth the end from 
the beginning," and saith, ** ify counsel shall standi and I will fulfil all my 
pleasure." 

Christianity as old as the creation I It boasts a much more ancient date» 
The creation is of yesterday, the world is not yet six thousand years old ; but 
Christianity is of the essence of God himself. It bears date ** of old, even 
from everlasting." " This pure river of water of life" proceeds eut of the 
throne of God, who dwells in inaccessible light. Imagination wearies itself, 
thought is lost, in tracing it up to its source. Bless the Lord, O ray soul, who 
from eternity, in the greatness of his might, in the plenitude of his goodness^ 
in the incomprehensibility of his wisdom, condescended to fix the bounds of 
thy habitation, to arrange the events of thy mortal existence, to prepare thy 
place in the heavenly mansions ; who ** before the world began" surveyed with 
complacency and delight his own benevolent design,* his own glorious workt 
the universe which he was about to speak into being, the bit of clay he was to 
foshion into a roan, the immortal spirit which his breath was to inspire, the 
needy, perishing wretch whom his mercy was to redeem. But, 

IV. The blessed Author of this gracious, everlasting purpose, has revealed 
and bestowed it in his own way. He '* hath saved us," ^* not according to onr 
works," nor in the way of our own wisdom — ^it is given us in Christ Jesus, 
From the formation of the merciful plan of salvation to its consummation io 
glory, the necessity of a mediator is never for a single moment left out of 
^iew. His name, like a sweet perfume, is wafted on the wings of every wind* 
Survey the world of nature through all its vast extent, and in its minutest par« 
tide, and we behold the omnific ^* Word by whom all things were made, and 
without whom nothing was made that is made." He also ** upholdeth all by 
the word of his power ;" ** all power is given unto him in heaven and in 
earth." Open the history of redemption at whatever page, and it still unfolde 
the mercy of God through Christ Jesus our Lord. Conducted of the Spirit 
back to the eternal days of uncreated light, admitted to the deliberations of 
the coaadls of peace, we hear the Son of God proclaim, '* I am Alpha^" 

''Joha ill 16. 
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"Ihe begiiuiiDg." Cirried forward in joyfbl hope to Ibe day when he shaM 
" make all things new,*' the same voice still proclaims, '' I am Omega," *' the 
ending," *' who was, and is, and is to come." Search the scriptures ; consult 
the prophets ; to him they *' all give witness." Meditate the promises ; '' all 
the {m)mises of God in him are yea, and in him amen, unto the glory of God.** 
Examine the record ; '' this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal 
life ; and this life is in his Son. He that hath the Son hath life : and he that 
hath not the Son of God hath not life."* Consider the ministration of an* 
gels ; the covenant of promise ** was ordained by angels in the hand of a Jfe* 
fiator.^* Hearken to a voice from the most excellent glory : *' This is my b^ 
loved Son in whom 1 am well pleased, hear him." AH is light and glory ; 
but not a single ray of light is transmitted through any medium but this. All 
is grace— free, sovereign grace ; but there is not one intimation given, not one 
act of favour conferred, but through the *' one Mediator between God and 
man, the Man Christ Jesus." To him let every knee bow, to him every tongue 
confess, of things in earth and things in heaven. What saith the scripture t 
^ He putteth no trust in his saints, and his angels he chargeth with folly." In 
not this a plain declaration, that the highest and holiest of created beings are 
imperfect and dependent ; that they stand in need of a Mediator and Ad* 
vocate in order to their acceptance with a holy God t And is it not for this 
reason, that, '' when he bringeth in the First-begotten into the world, he 
saith. And let all the angels of God worship him 1" — It being the fundamen« 
tal law of God's everlasting kingdom before the world was, and after it shall 
be burnt up and pass away, with all that it contains, under patriarchs, prophets 
and apostles, under the legal and under the evangelical dispensation, under 
the dominion of grace and in glory, on earth and in heaven, that there should 
be access to hope in, and acceptance with God, for men and for angels, only 
through the Son of his love, the eternal Word which made and supports aU 
things. 

V. In conformity with this glorious purpose and grace in Christ Jesus^ 
what hath been executed 1 Every thing worthy of a design so grand, every 
thing worthy of its great ♦* Author," worthy of the glorious " Finisher of our 
feith." His appearing hath made it manifest. The clearest sighted of the 
prophets, like the blind man only half restored to vision, saw men but as trees 
walking, but now, under the gospel, the dullest and most despised among 
believers sees every thing plainly ; he sees the eternal purpose of God written 
to characters which he can read and understand ; he compares the model with 
the structure, and finds the tabernacle erected in the plain, the perfect coun- 
terpart of the pattern delivered in the mount-^He finds the scriptures fulfilled, 
the predictions verified, the types ei^plained, realized, justified ; all things «fin- 
ished in and by the Lord Christ. 

What hath been executed ? He hath aboHshed deaths that hated, hideous 
spectre, through fear of whom the fallen posterity of Adam are *' subject to 
bondage.*' He hath restrained the power, put an end to the dominion, anni- 
hilated the existence of the king of terrors. Through sin death gained ad« 
mission into the world ; in sin his empire is founded ; by sin he is armed with 
a mortal sting. By the great propitiation for sin he is banished thence, his 
reign is terminated, his sting is plucked out. Ask that sickly, pining cresr 
ture, what it would be to have the disease which is perceptibly preying upon 
his vitals abolished t Ask that dejected prisoner of despair, what it would be 
to have his debt discharged, and the writ of his confinement abolished 1 Ask 
the wretch condemned, what it would be to have the &tal handwriting of 
judgment that is against him abolished t And let the answers you would re* 

•Johav.11,12. 
Vol. IV. 3 
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ceive convey, as Well as they can, a sense of the obligation under which wc 
lie, to Him, who hath done away the deadly plague which wastes, which 
threatens, which destroys the soul ; to Him, who hath paid the enormous debt 
•* to the uttermost farthing,** purchased a release, set open the prison doors ; 
to Him who hath cancelled the awful sentence of a righteous God, " nailing 
it to his cross.'* He hath abolished ckath, with all the woe that leads to it, afl 
the droaded woe that is in it, all the more tremendous woe that succeeds : 
sickness and pain, anguish and old age : the bitter pang that rends asunder 
the liody and the spirit ; the hell that follows. And by what wonderful means 
hath all this been effected ? " through death" he has destroyed " him that had 
the power of death.*' Into his own snare the deceiver has fallen ; by his own 
Weapons the enemy has been disarmed ; his own triumph hath proved his 
ruin. ** O death, where is thy sting ? O grave, where is thy victory? The 
stinc: of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to 
God which giveth us the victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ."* 

What hath been executed ? He hath brovght life and immortality to Ughi. 
It is more than flattering hope or fond desire ; it is more than the speculation 
of a philosophic mind, or the presumptuousness of reasoning pride ; it is 
more than patriarchal confidence, or the dawning light of Mosaic revelation. 
It is desire warranted, and hope supported by facts ; it is reason justified and 
confirmed by demonstration ; it is the morning light of promise, advanced to 
Ihe perfect day of discovery and accomplishment. ** He that raised up Christ 
from the dead, shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth 
in you.*'t '* For if we believe that Jesus died, and rose again, even so them 
also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him."{ This is not the cold 
prradventure of a sage, saying, ** If in this I err, I willingly err ;" but the 
blessed assurance of an apostle, saying, " I know whom I have believed, and 
i aiti persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him 
against that day."§ *' I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my de«- 

?)arture is at hand. I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I 
lave kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteous- 
ness, ^hich the l>ord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at that day : and not 
to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing."|| 

And can it be necessary to inquire who caused this light to arise? Whd 
removed the veil, and disclosed the hidden glories of eternity ? What power 
could tUTio tire human tongue to such raptures and inspire a mortal breast 
with such holy and triun^phant joy ? " God is the Lord, which hath shewed 
us light." It is ** the revelation of Jesus Christ, who sheweth to his servants 
things which must shortly come to pass." " By the gospel life and immortali»- 
\y Jre brought to light ;" «* Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages 
and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints : to whom God 
would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the 
"Gentiles ; which is Christ in you the hope of glory."^ 

— Learn hence the folly and danger of all opposition to the plans of eternal 
Trovidence. " He is wise in heart, and mighty in strength : who hath bar* 
dened himself against Him and hath prospered ?"♦* " Why do the heathen 
rage, and the people imagine a vain thing ? The kings of the earth set them- 
selves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord, and against his 
anointed, saying,*Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords 
from us. He that sittelh in the heavens shall laugh : The Lord shall havo 
them in derision. Yet have I set my King upon my holy hill of Zion. Ask 
of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance and the utter^ 

" 1 Cor. XV. 55,-57. f Rom. viil. 11 . t Thess. iv. 14. ^2 Tim. i. 12. 

B 2 Tim. iv. 6;— 8. HCoLl^, 27. ** Job. ii. 4. 
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nost parts of the earth &r thj possession."* ** If this counsel or this wor]^ 
be of men, it will come to nought : but if it be of God, ye cannot over- 
throw it ; lest hapljr ye be found even to fight against God.^t '* Verily I say 
unto you, till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wiae pass 
from the law, till all be fulfilled."! *' Woe be to him who strivetb with his 
Maker.'' Sinner, learn wisdom in time ; cease from the ruinous contention .; 
** it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks ;" thou art wounding, destroying 
only thyself. *' Kiss the Son lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, 
when his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all they that put their trust 
in him."§ 

— Christians, be of good courage ; ** in patience possess ye your souls.'' 
God will support and vindicate the cause that is his own. His truth and faith- 
fulness, evinced by the interposition of ages past, are a full security for his 
care and attention through ages to come. Time, which impairs all things 
else, gives stability, force and effect to the purposes of Heaven. The dissolu- 
tion of the frame of nature is the consummation of the work of redemption. 
As the writings of Moses are an improvement upon the traditional knowledge 
of the antediluvian world ; and as the gospel is an improvement upon the law 
and the prophets, so, " according to his promise," we look for a new economy, 
which shall be an improvement upon, and an extension, confirmation and ac- 
complishment of the gospel dispensation. 

— ^Learn to aspire afler the honour and happiness of working together with 
Ood in forwarding this gracious design. It is the glory of the most exalted of 
all beings ; and therefore, surely, deservedly claims the employment of the 
Doblest powers of man. What heart would not rejoice in putting forth a help- 
ing hand towards rearing this blessed fabric, were it but to drive a pin, or 
fasten a cord. Remember that carelessness here is highly criminal ; that to 
sit still is not only robbing yourself of the most exquisite pleasure, and declin- 
ing the highest honour of which your nature is capable, but is at the sam* 
time the highest insult to your Creator, and the most certain means of incur- 
ring his displeasure. Look around you, and observe these myriads of fellow- 
creatures, less favoured of Heaven than you are, consider them well, and h% 
to them in the place of God. Extend to them that compassion which the 
Father of mercies hath extended toward thee. 

See, my brothers, they are deformed, diseased in body ; they are distressed 
in their circumstances ; they are grieved in mind ; alas, they ** are dead in 
trespasses and sins !" Lost to God, lost to all the valuable purposes of exist- 
ence, better for them they had never been born. But yet they are your breth- 
ren ; they are susceptible of pleasure and pain like you ; the same sun en- 
lightens them ; the gospel aims at relieving them as well as you ; the same 
God created, and sustains, and cares for you both. Have pity upon them ; 
strive to restore them to peace with themselves, to peace with the world, to 
peace with God. ** It is not the will of your Father which is in heaven, that 
one of these little ones should perish."|| ** Jesus, thou Son of David, have 
mercy upon them." Let the purpose of grace comprehend them, even them 
also. 

Son of God, who didst restore agility to the lame, sight to the blind, hear- 
ing to the deaf, the faculty of speech to the dumb, life to the dead, and who 
givest wisdom to the wise, — thou shalt renovate all things, thou shalt aMish 
death and point out the path of life ! O, I shall bless thee with transports of 
joy ineffable, in the day when the powers of heaven shall be shaken, and the 
heavens pass away with a great noise, and the earth with all that it contains 

» Psal. a. 2, 3. 4, 6, a. t Acts v. 38. 39. % Mall. v. Ig. 
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shall be eonsumed! Then thy saffering creatures, delifered from all the ilh 
which oppressed them, shall be clothed upon with a glorious and immortal 
body, fashioned like to tby glorious body ; shall be perfectly conformed to thy 
blessed image— the image of the first-born among many brethren I Then the 
Saviour of the world shall pronounce, not from the expiring agony of the 
cross, but firom the radiance of a throne above the skies, " ft is finished !^ 
Then He who " maketh all things new," shall with complacency contemplate 
this second glorious creation, and proclaim " all is good, yea, very good !" 
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LECTURE II. 

EXODUS XXIV. 16, 16, 17, 18. 

And fiioMt went up into the mount, and a cloud covered tbe mount And tbegkrvof the Lord abode 
upon Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it fix days; and tbe seventh da^ he called unto Mosef out 
of the midst of the dood. And the ti^t of the fffory of the Lord was hke devouring^ fire on the 
top of the mount, in the eyes of the children of urael. And Motes went into the midst of the dood, 
and gat him up into the mount ; and Bloses was in the mount ibrty days and forty nights. 

Bread is not more necessary to the support of human life, than religion is 
to the happiness of a rational being. Man, in his better, his immortal part, 
" lives by every word that proceedeth out of the month of God." In more 
tham one instance the miracle has been exhibited, of sustaining the body 
without food, and yet no pain nor inconveniency felt ; but for the soul to exist, 
and to exist in comfort, undirected by the precepts, unenlightened by the dis- 
coveries, unsupported by the consolations of religion, is a miracle not to be 
performed. It is the more to be lamented that the attempt is so often fatally 
made, ^f living '* without God in the worid ;" of pursuing a happiness that is 
independent of the great Source of light and joy ; of seeking peace, rest and 
enjoyment in the neglect or violation of his commandments. Happy it is for 
men, if after having made the fruitless experiment of *' seeking the living 
among the dead," and after having at length discovered that success is vanity, 
and that disappointment is vexation of spirit, have been persuaded, before it 
was too late, to draw their felicity from the pure and never-failing sources of 
laith and a good conscience ; happy they, who, reconciled to God through 
Christ Jesus their Lord, enjoy real tranquillity in life, and well-grounded hope 
in death. 

We tremble as we behold Moses advancing to the summit of the burning 
mountain to meet God. Who can walk into the midst of a flaming furnace 
and live t But is it possible to remove from God an instant of time, a hair's 
breadth of space t No : God is about our path and our bed, is watching our 
going out and coming in, our lying down and rising up. God is in this place ; 
and, were our eyes opened, we should even now behold his face clothed with 
the frowns of just displeasure, or beaming with the smiles of paternal love. 

Was the law given by '* the disposition of angels," arrayed in all their 
majesty and might ? O how benign their aspect, bow affectionate their assi- 
duity, how vigilant their care, could we but behold them, while they aid the 
preaching of the everlasting gospel, while they attend the assemblies of a 
christian church, and minister to them who are the heirs of salvation ! As^ 
the awfulness and solemnity of the prophet's condition are not peculiar to him, 
and to that important •ccasioB, s^.neither arc the privilege! which he enjoyed, 
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nor the communion to which he was admitted, peculiar and peraonal. Chris^ 
tian, you have but to retire into your closet and to shut the door after you, and 
you are immediately on the top of a higher mountain than Moses climbed, and 
are near to God as he was in the most precious moments of the most intimate 
communication. Alooe or in company, we have access at all times to the 
throne of grace ; and we ha?e what gave him safety and confidence in draw- 
ing nigh unto God — an Advocate with the Father, a great High Priest, a Me- 
diator betwixt God aud us. 

The great Jehovah, having delivered in every circumstance of magnificence 
that could excite attention, procure respect, and enforce obedience, that law, 
whose general nature, tendency and design, together with its relation to the 
evangelical dispensation, were the subject of a former Lecture, proceeded to 
regulate their civil polity. But not by an audible voice, in the ears of all the 
people, as he had done the law of the ten commandments, but in private con- 
ference with Moses, to be by him delivered to the people, he delivered those 
iDstitutions of a civil and political nature, which regarded their social and 
national capacity. In studying these, the lovers of scripture will rejoice to 
trace the justest and most comprehensive views of human nature, the noblest 
and most liberal ideas of legislation, the most perfect equity, the profoundest 
sagacity, and the most unbounded kindness and benevolence. But it exceeds 
our strength, and it consists not with our plan, to go into the detail of these 
excellent statutes. We pursue the history. 

The voice from Sinai having, in dreadful glory, proclaimed the conditions 
of this new covenant, directions are given for the solemn and public ratifica- 
tion of it. This was done that the obligation, which was originally, invariably 
and necessarily binding upon the parties, might acquire additional force from 
voluntary consent, and from the intervention of august and significant cere* 
monies. I trust it will be neither unentertaining nor uninstructive to attend 
to the description of these ceremonies as they stand upon the sacred record* 
They iMre highly interesting whether we consider them as the venerable re- 
mains of a very remote antiquity, being no lesp than three thousand three 
hundred and forty-three years prior to the present time ;* or as the original 
compact in the constitution of an ancient, important, well-known, and gen- 
erally interesting national government ; or as forming part of the plan of a di- 
vine administration, whose force can never be spent, whose infiuence on 
human virtue and happiness can never expire. 

God has *' spoken once in his holiness," in a sensible manner, has made 
himself seen, beard and felt by a whole people together. But it is neither 
consistent with his dignity nor favourable to man's improvement, that he 
should always or often make himself known in that manner* He has spdcea 
thus once, that every hearer might have a personal reason for acknowledging 
and adoring the dread Jehovah, the Fountain of all power, the supreme Au- 
thor of every establishment. And he speaks thus but seldom, that all men 
may learn to revere conscience, his vicegerent upon earth, to study his word, 
the interpreter of his nature and will ; and to respect and *' be subject to the 

eiwera which he ordained of God, not only for wrath but for conscience sake." 
irections are accordingly given to ratify the covenant, not by the whole peo^ 
pie in person, but by their representatives. The persons summoned to attend 
on this great occasion, are ; first, Moses himself, who was to represent the Me- 
diator between the high contracting parties ; then Aaron and his two sons, 
Nadab and Abihn, who represented the Levitical body, or order of priesthood^ 
and finally, seventy of the elders of Israel, who were to act in the name of the 
^ congregation at large. When we observe the navies of Nadab and Abihu in 
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this respeetable Hit, and lo6k forward to tkeir dreadftil and untirody end, we 
are led to a reflection of no small importance in studying the sacred volume ; 
namely, that the destination of Providence in raising particular persons to em*- 
ment, honourable and important stations in civil society, is something extreme- 
ly different from *' the election according to grace." A Cyrus and a Nebu- 
chadnezzar may be the servants of God, to execute his vengeance or his love, 
without knowing any thing of their Employer ; and their private and personal 
character may remain unaffected by their public conduct. The man accord- 
ing to Grod*s own heart, in the view of some great object of public utility, has 
sometimes been found dishonouring God by private vice, and degrading, de- 
stroying himself, while he has been materially serving the world. This most 
serious consideration dictated to the great apostle of the Gentiles that necessa- 
ry role of conduct. *' I keep under my body and bring it into subjection ; 
lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a 
east away."* And it is a loud call to every one who acts in a public capacity, 
to support and adorn it by private virtue and unaffected piety* While the 
great God was thus putting honour on these seventy-three persons in the eyes 
of all the people, be sees it necessary to put and to keep them in mind of their 
distance and dependence ; ** Worship ye afar off: Moses alone shall come 
near the Lord, but they shall not come nigh." 

This message being reported to the people, they express their cheerful and 
unanimous consent. '^ All the people answered with one voice, and said, 
AW the words which the Lord hath said will we do."t Moses upon this re- 
duces into writing the articles of the treaty between God and the people, to 
be recited aloud in the bearing of all the parties concerned, previous to the 
solemnities of the ensuing ratification. According to the form observed upon 
such occasions, ri^ng up early in the morning, he builds an akar under the 
hiH, the emblem of the divine presence, on the one side ; '* and twelve pillars 
according to the twelve tribes of Israel,"{ or an heap consisting of twelve 
htrge stones, according to the number of the tribes, to represent the people, 
on the opposite side ; and upon it he offers a bumt-oflfering, a sacrifice made 
by fire unto the Lord. The application of the bkwd of the victim principally 
challenges our attention in the celebration of this awful rite. It was divided 
into two equal parts: one half was put into l>ason8, and placed by the twelve 
pillars of stone ; where in all probability were arranged the seventy elders, 
the representatives c^ every tribe standing by the pillar peculiar to their tribe, 
the other half was sprinkled upon the altar on the other side. Thus, that 
which constituted the life of the sacrifice was separated, and Moses, standing 
between the divided parts, and having some of the blood now denominated the 
bkK>d of the covenant, or of the purifying victim, in his hands, rehearsed aloud 
the words of the covenant in the audience of the people who were represent- 
ed by thenr elders, and then solemnly demanded whether they acceded to the 
conditions of it. 

The form of adjuration employed in such cases, as yon heard in a former 
Lectare,§ now in the hands of many of you, was inexpressibly awful and tre- 
mendous. *' As the body of this victim is deft asunder, as the blood of this 
animal is poured out, so let my body be divided and my blood shed, if I prove 
unsteadfast and perfidious." Under an engagement of this dreadful import, 
they censent to the conditions of the treaty, saying, " All that the Lord hath 
said will we do, and be obedient."|| Whereupon Moses takes of the blood, 
and sprinkles it upon the people, in the persons of their representatives, as he 
had biefore sprinkled it upon the altar, expressing thereby God's acceptance of 
their persons and services, and his engagement lo fiilfil all that the covenant 

*l€or.ix.27. iExod.«if.3. JEkod. xxir. 4. VoJ. L Ucturc xiii. i Exed. xsiv. 7. 
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promised on his [>art Hatters being thus adjusted^ and peace establishedt 
the burnt sacrifice is succeeded by a peace-ofTering, and the parties, as friends, 
ait down to partake of a common repast This is e?ident]y the meaning of 
the expression in the end of the ele?enth verse : '^ Also they saw God, and 
did eat and drink," that is, as in the presence of the most high God, at peace 
with him, and at peace among themselves, they did eat of the same bread and 
drank of the same cup. It would be easy, were it necessary to confirm thia 
interpretation by quoting the practice of other nations in later times, undoubt- 
edly borrowed from rites of God's own institution. It would appear from the 
letter of the narration, that the scene of this sacred fbast was a higher region of 
the mountain than that where the covenant was ratified. He builded the altar 
under the hill, and set up the pillars, as it is ver. 4 ; and when the solemnities 
of that inferiour station were duly celebrated, the nation whom God had thus 
chosen is exalted to a superiour rank, and admitted to a more intimate union 
with their Maker. '' Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God now shines, 
calling to the heavens from above, and to the earth, Gather my saints together 
unto me ; those that have made a covenant with me by sacrifice."* Purified 
by blood, the blood of the covenant, they are encouraged to mount higher and 
higher, to approach nearer and nearer ; they are enabled, with enlightened 
eyes, to discern more clearly, and to look more steadfastly. 

Being sprinkled with blood, *^ then went up Moses and Aaron, Nadab and 
Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel ; and they saw the God of Israel : 
aiid there was under his feet as it were a paved work of a sapphire-stone, and 
as it were the body of heaven in his clearness. And upon the nobles of the 
children of Israel he laid not his baud : also they saw God, apd did eat and 
drink."t What a stream of splendid ideas here rushes in upon us ! ** They 
saw the God of Israel." They saw Him whose presence is the glory of heav- 
en, the light of whose countenance is the joy of angels and archangels ; they 
saw him descended to earth, to be the light, glory and joy of his people, to 
dwell among them, and to be their friend, their father and their God ; they 
saw Him engaging himself by every thing that could affect the senses, kindle 
the imagination, or melt the heart, to guide and protect them, to provide for 
them, to bless them and to do them good. ** They saw the God of Israel^^^ 
their father's God, their own covenant God, and the God of their seed to the 
latest generations. They saw God ! but what did they see ? That face whose 
lustre constrains the cherubim to cover their faces with their wings — those 
eyes, which ** as a flame of fire to go up and down through the earth," which 
discern impurity in the heavens and folly in angels — that mouth which spake 
the universe into existence, and whose lightest word shakes the foundations of 
the everlasting hills — the hand that wields the thunder, or the feet that walk 
upon the swift wings of the wind ? No ; the nobles of Israel had shrunk in- 
to nothing before such an awful display of Deity. He needed not to have laid 
his hand upon them ; one glance of those piercing eyes which guard the law, 
had been sufficient to consume them in a moment. What then did they see ? 
What was under his feet ; and even that, something which could not be rep- 
resented, expressed or described ; *' as it were the body of heaven in his 
clearness."! Like Paul caught up into the third heaven, but incapable to tell 
whether in the body or out of the body : caught up into paradise, and listen- 
ing to the conversation of its blest inhabitants, but what he heard were words 
unspeakable, '' which it is not lawful for man to utter."§ Was it needful to 
caution such men and such a people against idolatry ? What similitude could 
they employ, who, though they enjoyed the fullest and most satisfying demon- 
stration, of Jehovah's presence, felt their understanding confined, their 
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imaginadon cheeked, their senses cenfoanded. They are lost in a splendoar 
which at once attracted and repelled ; which was only the foundation and ex- 
ternai vail where glory resided, the pa? ement not the ceiling, the habitation 
not the inhabitant ; a splendoar resembling the transparency of the gem, which 
seems to transmit the light, and the solidity of the gem, which no force can 
penetrate. 

Is it too fanciful to suppose, that there is singular beauty in the colour of the 
jewel here specified by the sacred penman, who was an eyewitness of this 
glorious appearance, and who attempts to convey an idea of what he saw t 
** Paved work of a sapphire-stone,*' the happy medium between the fair and 
dazzling lustre of the diamond, and the dim, familiar complexion of the em- 
erald : not the fiery glare of the empyrean, nor the sober verdure of the earth ; 
but the pellucid az6re of the chrystal sky, which equally corrects and tempers 
the dazzling power of the noontide sun, and the oppressive gloom of the mid- 
Bight hour ; which possesses light enough to discover the object without dis^ 
tressing the organ, and shade sufficient to relieve without sinking into ob^ 
scurity ? 

Not overwhelmed, but cheered and elevated by this moderated display of 
the divine glory ; having seen God and yet living ; feeling bis hand upon them 
yet uncrushed by its weight ; the nobles of the children of Israel conclude 
the service of this eventful day by the banquet of peace and love. TAey must 
now return to secular employments, and descend from the mountain ; but. 
Moses has yet farther manifestations of the will of God to receive, and is 
commanded to ascend still higher. *« And the Lord said unto Moses, Come 
up to me into the mount, and l^ there : and I will give thee tables of stonoi 
and a law, and commandments which I ha?e written that thou mayest teach 
them.'** Be our attainments what they will, who is he that '* hath attained, 
er is already perfect ?" Our arrival at one eminence is only to see from its 
summit another, and thence another still rising above us : but in moral and in-« 
tellectual pursuits, this is a disappointment that mortifies not, an exercise that 
&tigues not : the joy of heaven is to make progress in the contemplation and 
discovery of perfection that knows no limit, knows no end. 

From this higher elevation, Moses is informed that he is to receive the same 
law in a different form : *' I will give thee tables of stone, and a law and com^ 
mandments which I have written : that thou mayest teach them."t As he 
arises towards heaven, the dispensation of which he was the minister becomes 
more and more plain and palpable. A matter of such deep importance must 
not be trusted to the vague and varying traditions of fallible and changing men^ 
bat collected into a record that can defy the lapse of time, and preserve un- 
changing truth and dignity amidst the revolutions of empire and the wreck of 
nations. This was graciously intended to prevent the necessity of a flrequent 
interposition of Deity, which must at length have diminished its impression 
by commonness and familiarity. What God therefore at first, with his crea- 
tive finger, curiously engraved on the heart of man, he audibly pronunced 
amidst the awful glories of Sinai, and afterwards committed to writing on ta-^ 
Ues of stone for perpetual preservation. And happy it is for man, that he 
has not been left, for moral and religious instruction, to the traditions of men^ 
who are ever changing and inconsistent with themselves, or to the flimsy, im<^ 

Kriect, contradictory systems of philosophy and science, falsely so called ; 
t that he is brought to the law and to the testimony, to Moses and the 
prophetsj to the Saviour himself and his apostles, to a bible and a sabbath. 
Happy it is that every one is furnished with one and the same light to his feet 
and lamp to his paths, and that all are taught of God from the least to th# 
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frettttt Bat indeed the care of Providence in preserving this precioas re- 
eord, and transmitting it to us unaltered, unimpaired, is a perpetual miracle, a 
series of revelations, which we are bound to acknowledge with wonder, and 
lo improve with gratitude. 

In the next ascent inio the mount, Moses is accompanied, a certain length 
at least, and no doubt by divine appointment, by Joshua, his minister, on 
whom God began to put honour thus early, in order to exalt him in the eyes 
of the people whom he was destined one day to command, and to prepare him 
betimes for the wise and faithfnl discharge of his high office, by commnniosi 
with God. As this absence of Moses, trom the weighty duties of his charge, 
was to be of longer continuance than usual, the management of civil affairs, 
and the administration of justice were committed in the mean time to Aaron 
and Hur, his companions and coadjutors on the mount, when, by the lifting 
and holding up of his hands, Amalek was smitten before Israel. Was ever 
spot of this earthly ball so highly honoured as that barren mountain in the 
midst of the desert 1 Persons, not places, possess dignity. The presence of 
God confers greatness and importance ; He can receive none from created, 
much less from artificial pomp and magnificence. The great God ** dwelleth 
not in temples made with hands." '* The heaven and the heaven of heavene 
cannot contain him ;" but '' Thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth 
eternity, whose name is Holy, I dwell in the lugh and holy place ; with him 
also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble^ 
and to revive the heart of the contrite ones."* 

Tne enriosity of travellers has been excited to visit this scene of wonders. 
But ia there noi an intentional obspurity spread over the description, to baffle 
idle cunosity, and to call us to the spirit and intention of the dispensation, 
not the external apparatus of it t Wherever there is this book ; wherever 
there is a principle of conscience ; wherever there is common reason and an* 
derataadmg, there is the law, there is Sinai, there is God. It is not to make 
a pilgrimage to the holy septilehre, to stand on Calvary, to drive infidels by 
foroe of arsBs out of Jewry, that constitute the faith and piety of the gospel ; 
but te know Christ Jesus and him crucified, in *' the power of his resurreetioa 
and the fellowship of k s safi^ings, being made conrormable unto his death."t 

The appearance of God's presence and providence vary their aspect, accord- 
ing toithe distance at which they are contemplated, and the medium through 
which we view ihem. What to the nobles in the mount appeared ** as it were a 
paved wotk of a sapphire-stone, and as it were the body of heaven in hie 
oleaineas,"! to the multitude in the plain wore a more threatening and terribl# 
appearaaee. ^The sight of the glory of the Lord was like devouring fire, om 
tie top of the mount, in the eyes of the children of l8rael."§ Fire at one* 
oonsuows and refinee, leaves to the pure gold all its solidity and value, an4 
lays bold only of the dross. Moses undismayed, because following the com- 
mand of God, advances into the midst of consuming fire ; and so hn is nature 
feom being overpowered and destroyed by this keen, piercing element, that it 
ia rather cherished and strengthened by it. Flame supplies the place of food ; 
instead of perishing in a moment, at the end of forty days, without any other 
means of subsistenoe, we see the prophet descend in additional glory and reno* 
vated vigour ; for all creatures are and do that which their Creator wills. 

The next seven chapters contain a minute description of that sacred stroc- 
tnre and its service, which God intended should be ** the shadow of good 
things to oorae ;" of which every iota and tittle was of divine contrivance and 
appointment and undoubtedly had a meaning and significancy which we can* 
isoi in everv particular find ent to perfection. The pattern of it was shewed 
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HDto Hoses in the mount, and partieular directions were ^iren finr its eonstmc- 
tion ; in these were employed the fbniy days mentioned m the close of thie 
chapter ; when the history suddenly Inreaks off to exhibit a scene of a ?ery 
different nature, which, if God permit, will form the subject of the next Lee** 
tare ; namely, the unprovoked revolt of Israel to idolatry, the fabrication of 
the golden calf, and the hasty descent of Moses, to stem that dreadful torrent 
of guilt and wrath which had begun to flow. 

In the ratification of the covenant between God and Israel, we see the stress 
that was laid upon bk)od* The blood of the innocent victim must be poured 
out, and the altar must be sprinkled with bk)od. The elders ef the peq>le 
must be purified with blood. Without the shedding of blood there is no re- 
mission, no firiendship, no peace, no access : life must be paid to redeem life. 
Blood in the sacrifice is the one thing needful, the one thing significant: 
bk)od in religious offices is all in all. Blood applied to any other purpose, is 
contaminating, unhallowed, unwholesome for food, polluting not purifying to 
the flesh, is a source of corruption and death, not of health and life. The 
idea of blood, in one view or the other, runs through the whole history of re- 
demption. It occurs not more frequently in the Old Testament than in the 
New. One great sacrifice has indeed put an end for ever to the future effu- 
sion of blood ; but it is still mibolically held out as the medium of reconcili- 
ation and access to God. ** We have redemption through his blood, the for- 
giveness of sins according to the riches of his grace.'^ We are redeemed, 
*^ not with corruptible things, as silver and gold, but with the precious blood 
of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.'^t *' We draw nigh 
to God through the blood of his Son.*^ When we approach to ratify every 
one his pers<mal covenant with God at the communion table, we commemo- 
rate the death of Christ in the symbols of hn body broken, and his blood 
shed. '' This is the blood of the covenant,** said Moses, '' which the Lord halh 
made with you," and ** This is the New Testament in my blood,** saith Chrisl« 
«<sh6d for the remission of sins." When we look toward eternal rest, the holy 
city, the Jerusalem that is above, the new and living way which leads thtther» 
which conducts into the holiest of aU, is through t)M rent vail of the redeem- 
er's flesh. ** His blood be upon us and on our children*" exclaimed the Jews» 
while they were cnscifying the Lord of glory. Dreadful imprecation ! 

O Lord, require not our blood of our own hand, nor of every man at the 
band of his brother* O Lord, let this man's bfeod be upon us and upon oof 
children, not as an oppressive load, as it was on those who with wicked hande 
ifflpioiiely shed it, but as an atonement for our sins, as a sacrifice of a sweet 
smelling savour, acceptable unto God ; that '* being justified by kith, we may 
have peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ By whom also we may 
have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope oi 
the glory of God.'* Amesu Amen. 
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liECTURE III. 

EXODUS XXXU. 1, 2, 9, 4. 

And when the people taw that Moses dela^ to cone down out of the mounts the people gatberad 
tbemseives together unto Aaron, and said umo him, Up, make us gods which shall ge k>efi>re us ; for 
as for this Moses, the man that brought us op out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become 
of him. And Aaron said unto them, Break off the golden ear-rings which are in the ears of yom 
wives, of your sons and of your daurhters, and brine them unto me. And all the people brake off 
the golden ear-rinss which were in weir ears, and brought them unto Aaron. And he received 
them at their hand, and fashioned it with a greving-tool. aAer be had made it a molton calf: and 
they said, These be thy gods, O Israel, which brought ihee up out of the land of Eg^^pt. 

The real instances of human folly and extravagance far exceed the concep- 
tions of the most lively imagination. All history, and every day's experience* 
justify the mortifying account which the prophet gives of our corrupted na- 
ture — '* The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked : who 
can know it ?"* The partiality of self-love, and the charity of a kind dispo- 
sition, would at times lead us to form a more favourable judgment both of our- 
selves and of others, than we deserve. The form of sin, seen in its naked- 
ness, is so hideous, that we shrink from it with horror : but use familiarizes 
the spectre ; and we are insensibly led to bear, to be, and to do that which 
once we abhorred. Could a prophet have foretold one half of the irregulari- 
ties, the excesses, the enormities of our lives, we should have deemed the pre- 
diction a falsehood and an insult ; and, with the resentment of conscious 
Tirtue, we should have been ready to exclaim in the words of Hazael, ** Is thy 
servant a dog, that he should do this great thing ?" Yet alas ! the event has 
wofully verified the cruel imputation ; and exhibited the man fallen from his 
excellency, become the very monster he justly detested ; the man sunk into 
an object of pity, of scorn, or of detestation to himself and to mankind. 

Many practices appear to us absurd and unnatural merely because we are 
not accustomed to them. Herodotus relates, that Darius, king of Persia, hav- 
ing assembled the Greeks who were under his command, demanded of them 
what bribe they would take to induce them to eat the dead bodies of their 
parents, as the Indians did ? Being answered, that it was impossible for them 
ever to abandon themselves to so great inhumanity, the king, in the presence 
of the same Greeks, demanded of some Indians what consideration would pre^ 
vail with them to burn the dead bodies of their parents, as the Greeks did t 
The Indians expressing the utmost horror, entreated the king to impose upon 
them any hardship rather than that. Among the Hottentots, the aged, so long 
M they are 9bh to do any work, are treated with great tenderness aod bumaA* 
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itj; but when they can no longer crawl about, they are thrust out of the so- 
ciety, and put in a solitary hut, there to die of hunger or age, or to be devour- 
ed of wild beasts. If you expostulate with them upon the sarageness of this 
custom, they are astonished you should reckon it inhuman : '^ Is it not much 
greater cruelty," they ask, " to suffer persons to linger and languish out a mis- 
erable old age, and not put an end to their wretchedness, by putting an end to 
their days 1" 

Idolatry is one of those practices, to our apprehension, so foolish and unrea- 
sonable, that we wonder how it ever obtained footing in the world ; and with 
difficulty are we brought to believe the avidity with which whole nations have 
given into it. The particular circumstances of the Israelites in the wilder- 
ness, render their proneness to idol worship peculiarly monstrous and unac- 
countable. The chain of miracles which accompanied their deliverance from 
Egypt ; that constant symbol of the divine presence which attended them, the 
pillar of fire and cloud ; the daily miraculous supply of bread from heaven ; 
the recent anathema pronounced against the worship of images from the dread- 
M glory of Mount Sinai ; the scrupulous care employed, if we may use the ex- 
pression, to exhibit no manner of similitude of the Deity in Horeb, to prevent 
the possibility of a pretence to use, themselves, or to transmit to posterity any 
sensible representation of the invisible God ; all these, superadded to the plainest 
dictates of common sense and reason, clothe with a blackness and malignity 
not to be expressed, the strange conduct which is the subject of this chapter. 

Moses foreseeing the length of his absence in the mount, had wisely dele- 
gated his power to Aaron and Hur, that the operations of government and the 
administration of justice might suffer no interruption. Gocf, the great God, 
was now vouchsafing to employ himself in prescribing a mode, and a ministry 
of worship for his Israel, which should possess all the pomp and splendour dis- 
played by the nations in the service of their false gods, together with a sacred- 
ness and dignity peculiar to itself. He was preparing to gratify their very 
senses by external shew, as their souls by heavenly wisdom. He was planning 
a tabernacle, establishing a priesthood, and appointing festivals and sacrifices, 
whose magnificence should leave them nothing to regret in the glory which 
they had seen in Egypt ; and, at that very time, they are employing them- 
selves in devising and executing a plan of religious service, equally disrespect- 
ful to God and dishonourable to themselves. 

Their guilt begins in sinful impatience and presumption. In matters both 
of life and of religion men greatly err, when they take upon them to carve for 
themselves. '* Vain men would be wise, though man be born like a wild ass*s 
colt.'^ The transition is so sudden that it seems incredible. Not many days 
are past since they had given the most solemn, explicit and unreserved consent 
to the whole of the divine law. *' All that the Lord hath said will we do, and 
be obedient."t The treaty had been but just ratified by a covenant, a sacri- 
fice and a feast, with a solemnity not easily to be forgotten. The noise of the 
nighty thunderings has scarcely ceased ; the ineffable glory of the God of 
Israel is yet present to their eyes ; they have not well recovered firom the ter- 
ror inspired by that voice which made heaven and earth to tremble. Yet even 
thus circumstanced, as one man they fly to the appointment, not of a new 
leader and commander, though that had been ingratitude without a parallel, 
but with an impiety the most shocking and confounding, to the creation of a 
Bew god. And the very first exercise of the power which was committed unto 
Aaron for the public good, is to be the leader, the abettor, and an exan*ple, in 
practising the abominations of that country from which they had been so hi^ 
pily delivered. 

*M»i, 12. tExod.»iv.7, 
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^ And when the people saw tbtt Hosee delayed to eome down oot of tto 
mount, the people gathered themselves together unto Aaron* and said onto 
him. Up, make v^ gods which shall go before us : for as for this Moses, the 
man that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become 
of him."* There is a sottishness, a madness, as well as a wickedness in cer- 
tain vices, which, at first sight, we should deem inconsistent with each other. 
The irrationality of the brute, the frenzy of the lunatic, and the malignity of 
the demon, here discover themselves at once ; and leave us perplexed which 
we are most to wonder at and deplore. What shall we say of the stupidity 
which talked of tuaking gods, and of following that as a guide which itself 
could not move, but as it was carried 1 With what notes of indignation shall 
we mark our abhorrence of that base ingratitude which could speak con- 
temptuously of such a benefactor as Moses ; <* TTUs Moses, the man that 
brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of him V^f 
With what lu>ly resentment must we execrate the spirit that eould deal thus 
perfiduously, presumptuously with God t 

After we have vented our anger and astonishment upon the conduct of these 
vile Israelites, let us pause and examine ourselves. Asserted by a strong 
band and a stretehed-out arm into the ylorious liberty of the sons of God, 
have we never reverted in thought, in desire, in practice, into that very thral- 
dom of sin from which the Son of God came to set us free t Lying under 
the weight of benefits much more precious, and bound by engagements equal- 
ly solemn and explicit, have we never swerved from the ^th of duty, never 
lost sight of our vows, never failed in our obedience ? With so much clearer 
and fuller discoveries of the being, nature and will of the one living and true 
God, have we feared and loved him, and only him; have we never bowed the 
knee to mammon, never worshipped in the house of Rimmon, never kissed 
the image of Baal ? Alas, alas ! we hate and condemn some sins merely be- 
cause tlvey are not oiu* own, while we stand chargeable in the sight of 6o4 
and man, with equal or greater offences of a different kind ; so blinded as 
not to perceive, so self^leluded as not to feel their enormity. 

Is it not amazing to observe on the part of Aaron no reluctance against this 
horrid proposal ; to hear from his lips no remonstrance t Is it thus he dis- 
charges his sacred trust t Is this the man whom Jehovah was, in the mean- 
while, designing to advance, and promoting to the dignity of the priesthood ! 
Many things have been alleged in extenuation of his fault, though nothing 
can amount to a full vindication of his conduct. The conciseness of the ssp 
ored history,' it has been said, may have suppressed some of the more favour- 
able circumstances, and exhibited only a general view of the subjeet Some 
of the Rabbins| pretend that his colleague in office, Hur, had kteW boea 
massacred in a popular commotion for daring to resist the prevailing frenay ; 
and that Aaron complied, through fear of similar treatment, after having thus 
deprecated the divine di^^le^nre ; *' O Lord, I k)ok up to thee, who knowesC 
the hearts of men, and who dwellest in the heavens : Tbou art witness that I 
act thus contrary to my own wilk Lay it not to my charge." 

Others explain away great part of the criminality* both of Aaron and of die 
people, by alleging that all they demanded, and all be gave them, was an ex- 
ternal object, where they might deposit U^ homage which they wished to ren- 
der to the Supreme God ; ai^ thus they interpret the request of the people^ 
'' Make us a sensible object of divine worship, which may always be before 
our eyes, and supply the place of God, when we shall be told of all the woi^ 
ders he wrought for us in Egypt "^ And a learned prelate|| of our own coun- 
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try labours to proire, that Aaron presented only a hieroglyphic of the strength 
tod power of the I>eity, and be produces a few passages from ancient antlers 
to pro? e, that the ox was an emblem of royal and sovereign authority, and the 
horns, in pariicnlar, a common and well known emblem of strength* 

A fourth excuse has been pleaded in behalf of Aaron, founded on the letter 
of the sacred text« He feigned readiness to comply, according to these apdo* 
gists,* in hope^that the demand of the golden ornaments for the fabrication of 
the idoly acting upon their lore of finery, or of wealth, might bring them to a 
ftand, and break their reeolntioa. But why set up an elalxirate defence for a 
man who stands con<kmued by his own brother, who had the best means of 
information ; and for one who himself had nothing, or worse than nothing, td 
produce in his own behalf, when charged by Moses with his foolt t 

These spoils of the Egyptians had not been obtained in the most honoora- 
ble manner. Israel ** borrowed and paid not again ;" and it proves a dread- 
fill snare to them. If they had not carried off the gold, they might perhaps 
have kept dear of the gods of Egypt. But ill-gotten weahh never was and 
never can be a blessing ; and unwarrantable devices sooner or later come to 
entangle the feet of those who use them. Mark, how one rapacious domineer- 
ing passion swallows up many others. ** Can a maid forget her ornaments, or 
a bride her attnre V* And yet behold the daughters of Israel cheerfully sacri* 
facing the darling embellishments of their persons to a mistaken principle of 
veligioD ! If there be a passion more violent than another, it is the fove of 
gold in the heart of a Hebrew ; but we see one more violent than even diat, 
the delirium of idoUtrons superstition. 

It is dangerous to have the patterns of evil before our eyes. We soon leans 
to bear with what we see frequently ; we are insensibly led to approve what we 
have learned to suflfer without being shocked ; and what we heartily approve 
we are not far from adopting. Israel has sustained greater injuries in Egypt 
than we are at firs^ aware of, and they have been more deeply hurt in Uieir 
minds than in theh* persons. The stripes of an Egyptian taskmaster are 
healed by the lenient hand of time : but the wounds inflicted by the impure 
rites of Egyptian idols, are stiU festering at the heart, and threaten death. 

Aaron is too eager and intent upon his shameful work, to escape the sus- 
picion of being hearty in it. ** And he received them at their hand^ and 
fashioned it with a graving-tool, afker he had made it a molten calf: and they 
said, These be thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of 
Egypt*'t All that imiustry, all that art could do, is employed to ccmfer lustre 
tmi value on this worthless object ; and yet he would have it believed, when 
he is called to account, that the form and fashion of the idol was the effect of 
accident, not of design *. ^ I cast it into the fire, and there came out this 
salt '*! What a pit^l figure does ingenious, industrious wickedness make, 
when it stands exposed, convicted, self-condemned ! But the framing and 
erectiag of this idol is not the whole extent of Aaron's criminality. I am still 
more shocked at beholding an attempt to blend with its profane won^ip, the 
sacred day, the sacred ceremonies and services of the true God* ** And when 
Aaron saw it, he buik an altar before it ; and Aaron made proclamation, and 
said. To-morrow is a feast to the Lord.^$ What concord hath Christ with 
Belial 1 An attempt to form such an union as this, is more grossly insulting 
than even avowed neglect or opposition, it freezes the blood to observe a rep- 
etition of the same august ceremonies which were lately employed in the 
mount, for confirming the grand alliance between the great Jehovah and his 
people, in the settling of this strange league between Israel and a bauble of their 
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own iiiTentioD. ** Thej rose up early,** as men intent upon their purpose ; the 
altar is reared, the sacrifice is offered up, the peace-offering is provided, the 
feast of friendship is prepared and eatsn. *' They offered burnt-offerings, and 
brought peace-offerings : and the people sat down to eat and to drink, and 
rose up to play."* These last words are supposed by some commentators of 
note to be descriptive of a scene of extreme lewdness and debauchery. And 
certain it is, that one of the principal instruments of propagating and support- 
ing idolatry, was the attraction of beauty and wantonness, vilely prostituted to 
decoy strangers into the homage of the impure and worthless deity of the 
place. That people must be in a dreadful state indeed, among whom religion, 
the foundation of good morals, the guard of virtue, is employed as a minister 
to unhallowed pleasure, and a handmaid to vice. 

The prevalence of evil practices is a lamentable thing, but the establish- 
ment of wrong principles is much worse. The wholesomest stream may be 
accidentally tainted and polluted, and work itself pure again ; but if the foun- 
tain be poisonous, nothing but death can flow from it. *' When lust hath 
conceived, it bringeth forth sin : and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth 
death."t 

— We are now conveyed from this awful scene of pollution in the valley, to 
a much more awful scene of meditated vengeance on the mount While 
Moses was solacing himself in the pleasing prospect of being soon dispatched 
to the people of his charge with messages of love ; while he was rejoicing in 
the important transaction so lately past, confident that all was now settled be- 
tween God and his people ; the joy of this exalted communication is suddenly 
interrupted by intelligence of a new, unprovoked and unexpected revolt. 
'* And the Lord said unto Moses, Go, get thee down : for thy people which 
thou broughtest out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves. They 
have turned aside quickly out of the way which I commanded them : they 
have made them a molten calf, and have worshipped it, and have sacrificed 
thereunto, and said. These be thy gods, O Israel, which have brought thee up 
out of the land of Egypt.*'} An offended God refuses any longer to ac- 
knowledge as his, a generation of wretches who had rendered themselves so 
entirely unworthy of his slightest regard. Justice awakes to a recapitulation 
of the benefits which they had received and the offences which they had com- 
mitted, and concludes with a resolution totally to consume them. ** It is a 
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.'* 

In the dialogue which passed upon this occasion, some of the most inter- 
esting objects that can be contemplated present themselves to our view. The 
condescension of divine friendship : As God would not '^ hide from Abraham 
the thing which he was about to do ;'* would take no step towards the destruc- 
tion of Sodom till that friend of God had been fully heard in its behalf; and 
could do nothing till Lot was departed ; so the same God, rich in mercy, will 
not arise to vengeance against Israel, till Moses has been consulted and has 
acquiesced in the sentence. O the wonderful power of faith and prayer ! 
Moses is represented as possessing a constraining power over omnipotence, 
the anger of Jehovah refuses to bum till his permission is obtained. O the 
wonderful grace and condescension of the most high God ! Thus is justice 
ever tempered with mercy : " It is of the Lord's mercies that we are not con- 
sumed, because his compassions fail not."§ 

A proposal is made to Moses, (and what is too hard for the Lord to per« 
form ?) which a selfish heart would eagerly have grasped at ; *' I will make of 
thee," says God, ** a great nation.'* But selfishness in this truly great man was 

* Eiod. xudl 6. t James i. li. % Ezod. xnii. 7, 8. f Lara. iii. VL 
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«oatroUed by much BoUer and mora genevoas principlei ; SKal ior tbe inm- 
oar of God, and compftssion for a devoted people. 

Tbe intercesfiorj address of Moses is a masterpiece of eloquence, and dis- 
covers a soul seperioor to all regards, bat such as are worthy of a prophet, a 
hero, a patriot, and what is superiour to ali, the friend of God. *' And Mosea 
besought the Lord his God, and said. Lord, why doth thy wrath wax hot against 
thy people, which thou hast brought forth out of the Und of Egypt, with great 
power and with a mighty hand. Wherefore should the Egyptians speak, and 
say. For mischief did he bring them out, to slay them in the mountains, and 
to consume them from the face of the earth ? Turn from thy fierce wrath, 
and repent of this evil against thy people. Remember Abraham, Isaac and 
Israel thy servants, to whom thou swarest by thine own self, and saidst unto 
tbent, I will multiply your seed as the stars of heaven, and all this land that I 
have spoken of will I give unto your seed, and they shall inherit it forever.*'^ 
The holy man of God is concerned not only that the Judge of all the earth 
should do right, but that the divine conduct should stand vindicated in the 
eyes of the heathen. He proposes to himself the same end which Jehovah 
himself has in view in all that he does — the glory of his great name. He no- 
bly prefers the fulfilling of the ancient covenant with his venerable ancestors, 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, to the establishment of a new covenant with him- 
self and his seed. He is willing to decrease, willing that his family continue 
obscure, that his head be laid low, provided the Lord be magnified, and Israel 
saved. This is a greatness of mind which religion alone could inspire. 
Like a true son of Israel, he wrestles and makes supplication ; and as a prince 
he too has power with God, and prevails, if not to prevent every expression of 
displeasure, at least to prevent the execution of the general doom. Having 
obtained this great point, he descends with haste from the mount, bearing ia 
his hand the most precious work of art that skill ever executed. Who does 
not shudder at the thought of its having been destroyed 1 *' And Moses 
turned and went down from the mount, and the two tables of the testimony 
were in his hand : the tables were written on both their sides ; on the one 
side and on the other were they written. And the tables were the work of 
God, and the writing was the writing of God, graven upon the tables.''t But 
why should we regret that a piec6 of curious workmanship, in dumb matter, 
was destroyed ! That loss soon might be and soon was repaired. Alas ! we 
' behold a more shocking spectacle every day — a race of thoughtless wretches de- 
liberately, presumptuously defacing God's image, destroying his signature, en- 
graved ** not on tsibles of stone, but on the fleshly tables of the heart ;" inflict- 
ing on themselves a loss never to be repaired, not in a fit of holy zeal, but in a 
paroxysm of diabolical frenzy. 

Moses might destroy the tablets, but the spirit of the writing he could not dis- 
annul. When all sensible monuments are dissolved, the law mainuins its 
adamantine solidity, its uncontaminated purity, its unpliant steadiness, its un- 
bending dignity. The tableu were written on both sides, within and without. 
Every fragment therefore had some part of the law and testimony written 
upon it. That, in every particle of the human frame, there are self-evident 
traces of the finger of God — the understanding, the heart, the conscience, 
the memory ; shivers indeed, mutilated, defaced, but capable of being repaired 
ftnd united. 

But I find it impossible to collect into one efficient point of view the sequel 
of this eventful history, within the limits of one discourse. Here therefore 
we set up another resting place, and from it take a cursory view of the ground 
over which we have travelled. 

• Exoditf »xii. 11,-13. t RjKKluf mu. 16, Ifi. 
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I. What a melanelioly view presents itself, of the corrupUoa, the degen- 
eracy aDd degradation of human naxure. Behold a people lost to every noble, 
generous, manly principle : restrained by no law, awed by no threatening, 
susceptible of no endearment, influenced by neither shame nor gratitude ; 
boldly overleaping the bounds of reason and religion — ^and in that people be* 
hold *^ the carnal mind, which is enmity against God : which is not snbject to 
tlie law of God, neither indeed can be.*' Behold " the wickedness of man, 
how great it is in the earth ; and every imagination of the thoughts of his 
heart, how it is only evil continually.'* Think not, however, O roan, that 
thou art surveying a distant prospect, or travelling through a foreign land. 
Think not that these Israelites are sinners above all the men of the earth* 
When thou hast thoroughly searched and known thyself, no account of hu- 
man frailty will appear exaggerated. They framed and worshipped a golden 
image. How many myriads hourly bend the knee to the same idol, changed 
only a little in form ! See the temple of mammon, how it is crowded. His 
votaries, see how much in earnest they are in their devotions. Early and late 
the incense ascends. Neither Jewish nor Christian sabbath interrupts their 
attendance or cools their ardour ; while truth, and justice, and mercy, and 
the love of (rod are elTered a perpetual sacrifice to the insatiate demon, who 
never says, ** it is enough." Nor think that gold is the only deity which men 
adore. On searching into thy own bosom, some lurking imp, of different 
ibrm, complexion and texture will be found ; hid in close disguise, unknown 
indeed of men ; but to the eye of God and conscience clearly confessed. 
Down with it ; it is thy dishonour, and threatens thy ruin. 

II. Rejoice with trembling, while you contemplate the affecting prospect 
which opens of the severity and mercy of the great God — the severity, which 
by the hand of Levi cut off three thousand of the offenders, in the heat of 
their offence ; which threatened to exterminate the whole race, and which, in 
•» the day of visitation, visited their sin upon them'* — the mercy which relent- 
ed, which pitied and spared the guilty, which listened to the voice of interces- 
sion, and accepted the atonement. Thou thyself, O sinner, art a monument 
of both the one and the other. Thy life is forfeited to justice ; thou art daily 
enduring the punishment of thy transgressions; thou standest continually ex- 
posed to severer ills than any thou hast yet felt, and far beyond what fear it- 
self can figure. Yet mercy suffers thee to live; there is hope concerning ^ 
thee : the glad tidings of salvation are in thine ears ; ** Behold the Lamb of 
God who taketh away the sins of the world !" ^' Behold now is the acoepted 
time, behold now is the day of salvation !" *• Wherefore, let my counsel be ac- 
ceptable unto thee, and break off thy sins by righteousness, and thine iniquities 
by shewing mercy to the poor : it may be" more than '' a lengthening of thy 
tranquillity," it may prevent eternal misery. 

III. Behold a greater than Moses is here-— an Intercessor more compa»' 
stonate, more earnest, more powerful : " a Prince with God" who ever prevails $ 
a propitiation ever meritorious and successful ; '* blood that cleanseth from all 
sin." '' If any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous ; and he is the propitiation for our sins : and not for ours only/ 
but also for the sins of the whde world.'"'^ '* Who in the days of his fleshy 
when he bad oiifered lip prayers and supplications, with strong crying and 
tears, unto him that was able to save him from death, and was heard in tha^ 
he feared. Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things 
Which he suffered : and being made perfect, he became the author of eternal 
salvation unto all them that obey him."t *' Therefore we ooght to give the 
more earnest heed to the things which wq have heaid, lest at any time we 

• »Uohaii.l,2. tIUb.v.7,9. 
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should lei them slip. For if the word spoken bj angels was steadfast, and 
erery transgression and disobedience received a just recompense of reward ; 
how shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation , which at the first be- 
gan to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard 
him?"* 

IV. Let us look forward to " that great and notable day of the Lord," 
when the law which was delivered audibly from Sinai, which Moses with a 
rash, inconsiderate hand could break in pieces, but was unable to repair, shall 
be restored in all its purity and perfection ; shall be engraved on every heart, 
and become legible to every eye : when the hidden glory of the legal dispen- 
sation shall be unveiled, and the greater glory of the gospel displayed : when 
the divine image shall be again impressed on the soul of man, in all its beauty 
and exactness — and, we ourselves, degraded and lost as we are, shall ^* be 
raised together, and made to sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus" — 
and «' beholding with open face as in a glass, the glory of the Lord, shall be 
changed into the same image, from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the 
Lord." " Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear, 
what we shall be ; but we know, that when he shall appear, wo shall be like 
him, for we shall see him as he is." 
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LiECTVRE IV. 

EXODUS XXXIU. 8, 9, 10, II. 

And it came to pass, when Moses weit out unto the taberucle, that all the people role up, and stood 
everj man al his tent door, and looked aAer Moses, until be was fone into the tabernacle. And it 
tame to pass, as Moses entered into the tabernacle, the cloudy pilfar descended, audsiood at the door 
of the tatbemacle, and the Lord talked with Moses. And all the people saw the dondy pillar stand 
at the Ubemacle door : and all the people rose op and worshipped, every man in his tent door. And 
the Lord spake unto Moses face to face, as a man speakelh unto his friend. 

GiriLT is the parent of fear and suspicion ; conscious innocence and integ- 
rity inspire confidence and tranquillity. ** The wicked flee when no man 
pursneth : but the righteous are bold as a lion."t '* Adam and his wife hid 
themselves from the presence of the Lord God, amongst the trees of the gar- 
den."^ Moses ascends undaunted to meet the Lord, into the midst of tem- 
pest and fire. Behold the height of heaven, how great it is ! What so dis- 
tant as the Creator and a fallen creature ! But lo, the distance is done away ; 
and what is so intimately near as a God reconciled, and a fallen creature re- 
stored ! Jehovah descending in mercy and grace ; the soul arising, upborne 
on the wings of faith and love, must meet and unite, whether on the mount or 
m the tabernacle ; in the temple or the closet. ** The secret of the Lord is 
with them that fsar him : and he will shew them his covenant. "§ We have 
heard of Abraham, who was called the friend of God ; and we behold a cora- 
nunication of the same distinguished honour, to that illustrioiis son of Abra- 

•Heb.ii. 1,— 3. f Prov. xxviii. L tGen. iii.8. 6 Psalm xxv. 14. 
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ham who has instructed and blessed mankind by transmitting the history of 
this sacred frieudship to the latest generations of the world. WeseeitstUl 
expressed in the same manner ; on the part of Moses by humble submission, 
hoiy zeal and importunity, and childlike freedom and confidence: on the 
part of God, by the most unreserved communication of his intentions, the 
most endearing expressions of affection and good will. 

The history delivered in the preceding chapter of this book exhibited the 
blessed communion on the mount, suddenly interrupted, by the dreadful scene 
of madness and rebellion in the plain beneath. Behold all Israel estiag and 
drinking, dancing and playing, before a dumb idol, the similitude of a brute 
beast. Behold ^' a covenant with hell'* ratified by the same dread solemnities 
which had been so recently employed, to join a great nation in alliance with 
the God of heaven. The law which the plastic hand of Omnipotence had 
impressed on the soul of man in its very constitution : the law which he lately 
had condescended distinctly to pronounce in the trembling ears of all Isra- 
el ; that law he had still farther condescended, with exquisite art and skill, by 
his own linger, to engrave on two tablets of stone, for perpetual preservation. 
Moses descending in haste, with this precious record in his hand, perceives at 
a distance the disorder which raged in the camp, and, in a transport of indig- 
nation, dashes the tablets on the ground, and breaks them in pieces. The 
motive was good and commendable, but the action was rash and presumptuous. 
We find, however, no expression of anger against that rashness ; the fVailty is 
lost and overlooked in approbation of the principle which led to it. But had 
not Moses punishment sufficient for his hasty conduct, in the irreparable kjss 
occasioned by it, to himself and to the world ? There was no occasion to 
chide him ; his own conscience must have smitten him sufficiently, a^ often 
as he reflected on what, in the moment of impatience, he had done. 

Without inflicting a positive chastisement, a righteous God can easily re- 
prove men by making them to feel the native consequences of their own folly, 
and, of all the infirmities to which our nature is subject, anger most certainly 
and most severely punishes itself. 

The man who is thus animated with zeal for the glory of God, has forgotten 
what fear is. Aaron, under the influence of the fear of man, yielded to the 
popular frenzy, and fabricated the golden calf: Moses, inspired with the fear 
of God, defies and despises the multitude, consumes their idol in the fire, and 
grinds it to powder. This is that Moses of whom they talked so contemptu- 
ously a little while ago. What, not one of the thousands of Israel who wor- 
shipped the image of the beast bold enough to protect his Dagon ! No : abash- 
ed they stand, and feel " how awful goodness is, and see virtue in her own 
shape how lovely." 

A most remarkable circumstance is added to the history of the destruction 
of the idol, which has greatly exercised the ingenuity, learning and imagina- 
tion of critics and commentators. Moses took the dust into which ho had 
pounded the calf, and ** strawed it upon the water, and made the children of 
Israel drink of it.*"* This seems nothing more than an expression of sover- 
eign contempt, poured upon a most worthless object : and a practical demon- 
stration of the absurdity of idolatry. And it may, perhaps not unwarrantably, 
be employed as a reproof of the inordinate love of money, that root of all evil. 
Gold, as an instrument of commerce, as the means of procuring the things 
that are needful for the body, as a natural production possessed of very singu- 
lar qualities, may be lawfully sought afler and innocently used ; but erected 
into a deity, valued on its own account, swallowing up every other object, en- 
grossing the whcde heart, becomes unprofitable and pernicious, as incapable of 

* £zocla& zziij. SO. 
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^alifying the reel appetites of a ratiooal being, as gold in its simple state is 
iocapabie of satisfying hunger, or, mingled with water, of allaying thirst. 

An imagination perpetually on the stretch to discover evangelical ideas in 
every iota of the sacred history, has perceived the method of gospel salvation, 
ID this passage of Moses ; as if the prophet intended to signify that the Mes- 
siah, typified by the water which issued from the rock in Horeb, could alone 
pmrify from the guih of idolatry, and from all other sin. 

Moses having executed just vengeance on the idol itself, turns in holy in- 
dignatioR to his weak and guilty brother, who had so readily fallen into and 
abetted so gross a deviation from all duty and decency. ** And Moses said 
unto Aaron, What did this people unto thee, that thou hast brought so great 
a sin upon them V* — An anticipated instance of obedience to the apostolic 
injunction, '* Thou shalt not suffer sin upon thy brother, but in any ways re- 
prove bim.^' Justice on the tribunal, knows not a brother in court, but ex- 
amines the cause. — Justice, with the pen of the historian in his hand, knows 
not blood in recording facts, but declares the truth. Justice, as the minister 
of God, must sti6e the calls of natural affection, and condemn the guilty. 
And here again Moses becomes a pattern to all judges and magistrates, to 
every minister of religion, and every relater of events. His own faults, and 
those of his nearest relations, are told with the same artless simplicity, as their 
.^ood qualities and praiseworthy actions. Praise and censure are distributed, 
with the same candour and impartiality, to his own family and to strangers. 

Aaron, formerly an object of Condemnation, now sinks into an object of 
pity ; as every man must, in the day when he is called to account, and has no 
defence to make. " And Aaron said. Let not the anger of my lord wax hot : 
thou knowest the people that they are set on mischief. For they said unto 
me. Make us gods which shall go before us : for as for this Moses, the man 
^at brought us np out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of 
him. And I said unto them. Whosoever bath any gold, let them break it off. 
So they gave it me : then I cast it into the fire, and there came out this calf.'f 
Alas, alas ! What a profusion of words is guilt constrained to employ in order 
to cover what it cannot extenuate or excuse. What must it be to behold a 
guilty world stand selAcondemned before the Judge of the quick and the dead ! 
How dreadful mast it be, to appear in the number of that guilty crowd, with- 
out being able to escape unnoticed in the crowd ! 

The scene that follows is one of those from which we turn away our eyes 
in anguish, or which we contemplate in silent horror and astonishment — Thou- 
sands of criminals falling at once by the hands of their brethren ! The sons 
of Levi destined to shed the blood of many victims, to make atonement for 
the guilty — called to the dreadful ministry of offering up part of the guilty 
themselves, a sacrifice to justice to make atonement for the rest ! Mark how 
the courage of one man has roused that of many. A whole tribe has fortitude 
sufficient to follow in a cause, wherein not one man was found daring enough 
to profess himself a leader. This is one motive, among many, to aim at being 
singularly good. Mark the timidity of conscious guilt. Levi was the least 
nomerous of all the tribes ; but, engaged in the cause of God and truth, the 
myriads of offidnding Israelites shrink from their attack, or fall down before 
them. Mark how dreadful is the brow of justice roused to vengeance. '* Con- 
•ecrate yourselves to-day to the Lord, even every man upon his son,* and upon 
his brother, that he may bestow upon you a blessing this day."{ What a 
night of horror and remorse must have succeeded a day of impiety, madness 
and slaughter ! What an awful tu-morrow, the day of reckoning, to follow 
that dismal night 1 
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But the case, thoogh dangerous, is Dot desperate, while there is a Moses to 
intercede. Has my ofieoded Father so much tenderness iefl, as to upbraid, to 
reprove, to chastise me ? His displeasure, though depressing, is not intolera- 
ble ; but silent anger, resentment that neglects, that shuns, tlNit leaves me to 
myself, is a burthen too heavy for me to t^ar. If God vouchsafe to speak to 
me, though in thunder ; to answer me, though from the whirlwind ; there is 
hope concerning me. But if he say within himself^ ** Epfaraim is joined to 
idols, let him alone,'* then I am indeed lost and undone. 

The intercession of Moses, in behalf of the people, now assumes a tone 
peculiarly earnest and affecting. '* And Moses returned unto the Lord, and 
said. Oh, this people have sinned a great sin, and have made them gods of 
gold. Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin : and if not, blot me, I pray 
Uiee, out of thy book which thou hast written."* It is hardly credible that, 
on this passage, a system of piety has been built so re6ned as to issue in ab* 
surdity and contradiction. Moses is here supposed, by interpreters of a certain 
complexion, to express the utmost readiness to renounce his eternal salvation 
for what he apprehended to be the greater glory of God, and if it conld be 
the condition of procuring salvation to Israel. Resignation to the divine will, 
according to them, is imperfect, till a man can cheerfully and deliberately pre- 
fer his own everlasting damnation to all the joys of heaven, if the higher in- 
terests of public good, and the glory of God can be thereby promoted. This, 
to some visionary minds, may have a specious appearance of a more sublime 
piety : but it is both unnatural and unscriptural ; and therefore is not piety at 
all.. As it has fallen in my way, and as this text in Moses has been connected 
with a famous passage in the New Testament of similar import, I will take 
the liberty to speak at some length, and with much plainness, upon the sub- 
ject ; it being a principal object in the plan of these Lectures to unfold and 
recommend the religion of the Bible; that is, the religion of good sense, to 
the neglect of all human systems, and all useless speculations, which have not 
an obvious foundation in scripture and reason, and which do not obriously 
tend to promote human virtue and happiness. 

Now, we hesitate not a moment to affirm, that the doctrine attempted to be 
built on the united texts of Moses and of Paul, has not the foundation of the 
prophet and of the apostle to rest upon ; and that it is not calculated to serve 
any one purpose of religion, wisdom <a virtue. The passage in the New Tes- 
tament alluded to, is that of the great apostle of the gentiles, and runs thus, 
*' For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ, for my brethren, 
my kinsman according to the flesh."t It b too well known to need any proof> 
that there are in every language, and among all nations of the world, certain 
modes of expression in common use, which it were unfair to interpret accord- 
ing to the literal import of the words, and which accordingly, if translated into 
a foreign language, and applied to the modes of thought and expression, nsed 
in a different age and country, might convey a meaning very different from 
the original one, perhaps diametrically opposite to it. Is there a man in his 
senses, who will pretend to assert that Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, one 
thousand five hundred and 6fly years before Christ, affixed the same idea to 
these words, '* Blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou hast writ- 
ten,"! which a dogmatical maker of systems in France or England in the 
eighteenth century thinks proper to affix to them 1 Is it a certain point that 
the apostle Paul and such an one, mean precisely the same thing, when the 
former writes ^' anathema,'* abd the latter in the phraseology of bis own lan- 
guage, thinks fit to render it by the word *' accursed ?" In truth, both ex- 
pressions evidently are figurative, and can be fully understood only by appeal^ 
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iog to the geoiut of the origioa] knguagefi, the spirit of the men who use 
them, and the occasion on which they are employed. Moees, in a moment, 
explains what he understands hy *^ the book which God had written." For 
what saith the answer of God to this expostulation 1 ** Whosoever hath sinned 
against me, him will I blot out of my book."* And what saith the history 1 
'* Ail that generation died in the wilderness," without being admitted into the 
laud of promise, according to the original dei^ination of providence, or as it 
was **• written in God's book«" FoUow Moses to a similar situation on anoth- 
er occasion, and see how he expresses himself; and let the one passage ex- 
plain the other. The people became discontented with their food at Tabera, 
and lusted for the provisioa of Egypt ; God was displeased and threatened to 
consume them ; Moses, grieved in spirit, thus presumes to expostulate. '* And 
Moses said unto the Lord, Wherelbre hast thou afflicted thy servant ; and 
wherelbre have I not ibund favour in thy sight, th|it thou laye^ the burden of 
all this peo})le upon me ? Have I conceived all this people ? Have I begotten 
them tbAt thou shouldeet say unto me, Carry them in thy bosom, (as a nursing 
father beareth the sucking child) unto the land which thou swarcst unto their 
fathers ? Whence should I have flesh to give unto all this people ? for they 
weep unto me, sayiug. Give us flesh that we may eat I am not able to bear 
all tins people alone, because it is too heavy for me. And if thou deal thus 
with me, kill me, I pray thee, out of hand, if I have found favour in thy sight ; 
and let me not see my wretobedttes8."t The expression, ** Kill me out of 
hand," is plainly equivalent to that used in Exodus, *^ Blot me out of the book 
which thou hast written." What then is the fair meaning and construction of 
the words of Moses ? **• Lord, grant the pardon of this people to the prayers 
of thy aervant ; who would rather submit to everlasting misery than fail to ob- 
tain his request T" Horrid, blasphemous, absurd ! No^ but nature, piety and 
patriotiam unite in saying as ha does. *' Lord, if thy decree against this peo- 
ple may not be reveiaed ; if justice demand their utter extermination, let 
mine eyes be irst closed in peace. Subject me not to the cruel mortification 
of surviving all my nation, and of enduring the insults and scorn of our ene- 
mies. In mercy take me first out of the world, where I should only lead a 
life of sorrow and regret, heavier than death itself." The word anathema 
used by the apoade ia of the same import with the Hebrew word used by 
Moees. They both denote a person or thing devoted, separated by a vow or 
curse, one excommunicated and separated from society. And his meaning is 
this, *' I most solemnly protest ; Gk>d and my own conscience are my witness- 
es, that I speak the truth as it is in ny heart ; the infidelity of ray countrymen 
afiter the flesh, is the matler of the deepest concern and regret to me ; to such 
a degree, that if it could be the means of curing their prejudices, and bring- 
ing them to Christ the Redeemer, I care not in what estimation I might be 
h^ in the church. Let me cease to be an apostle, let me be as one cut off" 
from the society of the faithfnl, for some atrocious crime ; let me be vile and 
contemptible in the eyes of the world ; let but the Israel of God be gathered 
to the Redeemer, and brought within the bond of the covenant of grace." 
Moreover, Paul does not directly form even this wbh ; but conditionally, *' I 
could wish," were it lawful for me to form such a wish, and if the granting it 
could any way contribute to the aocomplishment of a purpose'so desirable. 

The sentiment^ then, of tlioae mystics, has no warrant either in the lan- 
guage jDr in the spirit of any of the persons whom God has proposed to us as 
patterns in scripture. 

Besides their being uneeriptural, what can be more extravagant and unnatu- 
ral, than those ranting expressions of one of that order ?| *' Though I were 

• Exodus xxxii. 33. t Namb. xi. 1 1,-15. 
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sore of being cmidemned to hell, I would not cease (rom my ponitoattal icU, 
and from depriving myself of all Gomlbrts for the love of God. If I am to b* 
cast into hell, O my God, stay no longer, make baste, and since tboa hast for- 
saken me, finiib thy work, precipitate me into the bottomless pit." Catharine 
of Sienna thinks fit to express herself thus on the same subject : *' Though it 
were possible to feel ail the torments of devils and damned souls, yet should I 
never call them pains, so much pleasure would the pure love of God make roe 
to find therein." These are evidently the idle speculations ol persons too 
much at their ease, whom one hour of exquisite torment would bring to their 
senses, and teach a sounder divinity. What is the foundation of our love to 
God ? His love to us ; the good which be has done to us, and that which we 
still expect from him. I feel it impossible for me to love one, whose interest 
or caprice requires that I should be tormented everlastingly. I love the Lord 
because he hath delivered me from the curse of the law ; because he hath 
saved me from going down to the pit ; because he '* hath raised us up together^ 
and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus."* 

Moses by entreaty obtains a short reprieve for the offenders ; but a plain ii>> 
timation is given that they should not pass wholly unpunished. *^ In the day 
when I visit, I wiU visit their sin upon them."t The meaning of this threat* 
ening is fully explained in the sequel. All that generation of men were blot- 
ted out of the book of the living ; their carcases fell gradually in the wilder- 
ness ; they were not permitted to see the good land promised to their fathers ; 
plague upon plague overtook them, till they were consumed for their idolatry ; 
of the worshippers of the golden calf not one entered into Canaan. 

God had hitherto condescended to conduct and defend Israel, in that won- 
derful symbol of his presence, the pillar of ck>ud and fire. Provoked by their 
rebellion, their Protector and Guide withdraws from them, and they are left to 
pursue their march, through paths of their own ohoonng. The adage says 
** Whom God means to destroy, he first infiituates." Had it run more simply, 
** Whom God means to destroy, he first forsakes," it had been juster SAd eaon 
consonant to the tenor of scripture. When Jehovah has withdrawn as a 
friend, he is not far off as an enemy. But what must it have been to one who 
felt like Moses, to be commanded to proceed to the conquest of Canaan, desti- 
tute of the presence and support of God, the glory and the strength of Israel t 
It was like sending a ship into a tempestuous ocean, without ballast, without a 
mast or sail, withcmt a rudder or compass, te be driven at the mercy of every 
blast ; and laid under the necessity of sinking in the mighty deep. Moses 
apprehends the full extent of an attempt so perileus, and deprecates it with 
all the energy of supplication. He apprehends no ill; save^ne, that of being 
deserted of God. He trembles at no fbe, but their best firiend estiaaged. 

The wretched multitude now see their nakedness, and are ashamed. In 
vain do gold and jewels attempt to hide the deformity of a soul that has lost 
its innocence. They were not mmre eager, the other day, to contribute their 
ornaments to the formation of an idol, than they are now to liide them out of 
sight, as. the monuments of their dishonour. *' What firuit have they now in 
those things whereof they are ashamed ?" A fiioe of mourning is seen over 
the whole camp, and every face is clothed with despair. Direction is givea to 
remove the tabernacle without the camp. A few who had continued fiuthfnl, 
adhere to that divine instrument oi protection, and follow it. The cloudy 
piMar, which, during the period of riot, sedition and revolt^ had in wrath ^ 
parted, returned to its destined re6ideaee,<the tabernacle. In the eyes of a»* 
tonished Israel, Moses enters undismayed into that mansion of divine glory, 
proceeds to meet God, as a man to meet his firiend ; renews the conference io 

• Epb.ii.6. t£zodhHznii.34. 
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the plain, which had been broken off on the mount The result is, God gra* 
eiously relents, being mindful of his covenant, and again undertakes the safe 
eonduct of his people, " My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee 
rest,"* and all again is peace. And thus conclude the controversies between 
disobedient and gainsaying children, and their tenderhearted, relenting Father. 
He is not to be *' overcome of evil, but overcomes evil with good." 

But what is this 1 hear 1 Moses soliciting for still farther manifestations of 
the divine perfections! Who had seen, who had heard, who had felt and en* 
joyed so much of God as he ? And yet still he is importunately entreating, 
** Lord, shew me thy glory." O my friends, how many things of God dk> 
** angels still desire to look into ?" There is ** a breadth, and length, and 
depth, and height, in the love of Christ which passeth knowledge." The 
response of the oracle to this request, is not less extraordinary than the request 
itself. '' And he said, I will make ail my goodness pass before thee, and f 
will proclaim the name of the Lord before thee ; and will be gracious to whom 
I will be gracious, and will shew mercy on whom I will shew mercy. And 
he said. Thou canst not see my face : for there shall no man see me and live. 
And the Lord said, Behold, there is a place by me, and thou shalt stand upon 
a rock. And it shall come to pass, while my glory passeth by, that 1 will put 
thee in a clefl of the rock ; and will cover thee with my hand, while I pass by. 
And I will take away mine hand, and thou shalt see my back parts; but my 
face shall not be 8een."t This opens a field of meditation too ample to be 
now entered upon. Let it be reserved for the entire ground of another even- 
ing's excursion into the region of scripture : and let us contemplate with won- 
der the scene which has just passed before our eyes. 

— Does the whole story seem to any one incredible 1 Let the horrid 
scene which this great metropolis exhibited not many years ago4 arise upon 
his recollection. Let him think on the frenzy, which, like a mighty torrent, 
carried every thing before it : which fired the city, overawed the senate, and 
threatened the dissolution of all regular government. Who can tell the dire 
effects which desperate enthusiasm, suddenly bursting out and exciting uni- 
versal terror and consternation, may produce. Had we not seen it with our 
eyes, we could scarcely have believed, that consequences so momentous should 
htve issued from a source so contemptible. The resolutions and operations 
of a lawless multitude are truly formidable. Unopposed, they rush on as an 
overflowing flood ; resisted, they melt away ; they are scattered like chaff 
driven by the wind. 

— Observe, O man, how the most difficult lessons of religion, patience, and 
forbearance, and forgiveness, are taught thee by the example of the great Je> 
hovah himself. Darest thou to think of vengeance for a petty, a misconceived 
and imaginary offence, when thou beholdest the most glorious of all beings, 
passing by, blotting out the most heinoua, the most unprovoked insults, and 
when thou hearest him proclaiming his name, '* the LORD, the LORD God, 
merciful, and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth ; 
keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin V* 
^ Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath : for 
it is written. Vengeance is mine ; I will repay, saith the Lord. Therefece if 
thine enemy hunger, feed him ; if he thirst, give him drink ; for in so doing 
thou shalt heap coab of fire on his head. Be not overcome of evil, but over^ 
come evil with good."§ ** I say unto you, love your enemies, bless them that 
curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despiteful- 
ly use you and persecute you : that ye may be the children of your Father 

• Ei. wtxUi. 14. f Ex. oxiii. 19-2S. t J«ne, 1780. $ Rom. »i. 19-21 . 
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which 18 10 heaven : for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, 
and sendeth rain on the jast and on the unjust/'* 

— ** Follow on to know the Lord." Expatiate in nature^s ample field, and 
you will find profit and instruction hlended with delight Explore the wonders 
of eternal Providence, and you will see constant cause to rejoice in the 
thought that there is a GOD who judgeth and ruleth in the earth. Dive 
deeper and deeper into those mysteries of grace which *' angels desire to look 
into," and break forth into songs of joy, that '* GOD is love." " This is life 
eternal, that they might know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom thou hast sent"t Now " we know in part, and we prophesy in part. 
But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be 
done away."{ 

Nature now presents in every plant, in every pebble, mysteries that defy the 
researches of the wisest and most acute ; then " the wayfaring man, though 
a fool," shall comprehend systems the vastest, most complex, most abstruse. 
Providence now exhibits an apparent inconsistency and disorder, which con- 
founds the reasoning pride of man ; then, God will fully vindicate his ways to 
man, obviate every difficulty, resolve every doubt, remove every scruple. In 
icripture *' are some things hard to be understood," in our present state of ig- 
norance and imperfection : then, the veil shall be removed, and ** we shall see 
fiice to face," — ** then shall we know even as also we are known." Then 
Che promised Spirit of wisdom and revelation shall ** teach lis all things, and 
bring all things to our remembrance." Then shall he " open" our ** under- 
standing," that we may ** understand the scriptures." " Amen, even so, come 
Lord Jesus !" 



* Matt V. 44, a. t John xvij. 8. 1 1 Cor. liii. 9, 10. 
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EXODUS XXXUl. 18. 

And be said, I beseech thee, shew me thy glory. 

The greater progress any one has made in science, the deeper must be his 
conviction of his own ignorance and imperfection ; and the higher our attain* 
ments in religion, the stronger is the impression of our infinite distance from 
God. A little knowledge pufieth up ; but modesty and humility are the con- 
stant attendants on profound wisdom. Thoughtless men make light of the 
name, the house, the day of God ; but angels " cover their faces with their 
wings," when they approach his awful presence. Human friendship admits 
of nreedom and familiarity ; but while the great Jehovah condescends to 
" dwell with man upon earth, even with him who is of a contrite and humble 
spirit ;" he permits us not to forget, that he is *' the high and lofty One, that 
inhabiteth eternity, whose name is holy." Are we elevated, as on eagle's 
wings, up to the eternal throne 1 It is only that we may feel the hand which 
supports our flight, and discern our own darkness by that *' light which is in- 
accessible and full of glory." Abraham, the friend of God, in the highest in- 
timacy of that honourable character, loses not for a moment the sense of his 
distance and dependence ; ** Behold now I have taken upon me to speak unto 
the Lord, which am but dust and ashes."* ** O let not the Jjord be angry, and 
I will speak but this once." A voice from heaven reaches his ears, saying, 
" Fear not, Abram : I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward."t And 
that instant we behold him prostrate, with his face to the ground. Moses, the 
friend of God, to whom Jehovah revealed more of himself than to any other 
man, is still but in the outer court of the habitation where God dwells. What 
he knows has only created a thirst for knowledge ; what he has seen has but 
inspired an earnest desire of seeing more and more ; and afler communica^ 
tions so ample, and communion so sweet, this is still his desire, this his re- 
quest, " Lord, shew me thy glory." 

From the reiterated rebellions and provocations of Israel, this good has re- 
sulted — New, endearing, encouraging discoveries have been made of the di- 
vine nature, perfections and will. Mankind, to the latest generations, have 
been instructed to revere that justice which " will by no means clear the guil- 
ty," and to triumph in that mercy which " forgiveth iniquity, transgression 
and sin." The revolt of the people cemented and improved the union between 
God and their leader. 

Joshua, the son of Nun, who was destined to ' make so distinguished a 

« Geo. xviii. 27. t Gm. zv. 1. 
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figure, and to act a part so conspicuous and important in the history of Israel, 
is represented as trained up froni his youlh in the service of Moses, and in 
communion with God. We find him in the mount with his master when he 
went to receive the written law, while the multitude below were polluting 
themselves with idols. We find him entering with his master into the taber- 
nacle, when It was removed out of the camp, and the glory of the Lord over- 
shadowed it; and there he remained, while Moses returned to confer with the 
people. Early habits of acquaintance with God, and employment in his ser- 
vice, are youth^s best security and preservative against sin, and the surest 
foundation of honour and usefulness, of distinction and comfort in advanced 
age. A man must be formed to couimand by obeying. ^* Joshua, a young 
man, departed not out of the tabernacle."* What a severe reproof of that 
spirit of profligacy and dissipation, that criminal love of pleasure and coldness 
to intellectual attainments, that irreligion and profanity which characterize 
youth in general ? 

It is pleasing to look forward to this good man's latter end, and to observe a 
career of glory supported and adorned by piety ; a youth of seriousness, fidel- 
ity and usefulness, ripening into an advanced life of reputation and useful- 
ness ; declining into an old age of tranquillity, vigour and joy ; and closing 
in the well-grounded hope of immortality. Joshua was trained for the camp, 
in the tabernacle and on the mount, and was prepared to be the great general 
and statesman, by learning first to be the humble saint and faithful minister. 

The characters of Moses and of Joshua delightfully illustrate and embellish 
each other. Moses knew from the beginning that this young man was to be 
his successor in office ; was to finish the work which he had begun ; was to 
have the glory of conquering Canaan, and of establishing Israel there, accord- 
ing to the promises. An ordinary mind would have marked the progress of 
this growing rival with jealousy ; would have attempted to obstruct his ad- 
vancement; would have repined at the preference given him, to the neglect 
of his own family. But every selfish, every domestic consideration gives way 
to the rising merits of Joshua, and to the choice and appointment of Heaven. 
It was equally natural, on the other hand, for a young man like Joshua, who 
knew that he was destined to rule, to surpass his master, to reach the highest 
summit of human grandeur ; it was natural for such an one to become impa- 
tient of authority, to be weary of restraint, to be eager to bring himself for- 
ward, and make himself conspicuous : but the son of Nun discovers true 
magnanimity in cheerfully yielding the subjection becoming an inferior; in 
observing Mosos and learning of him ; in patiently waiting for the time and 
manner vyhich Providence should choose of exalting him to honour. Moses 
treats him, and speaks of him, as of a favourite son, rising into eminence and 
distinction ; he behaves to Moses as to a beloved parent, crowned with years 
and honour, which he hopes to see him long enjoy. These are lessons not 
taught in the school of the world, where natural affection, decency and discre- 
tion are daily sacrificed on the altar of pride, selfishness, avarice and ambition. 

Moses has, by importunity prevailed that the usual symbol of the divine 
presence should continue to lead and protect Israel, by the way in which they 
went to the promised land. In answer to the prayer of faith it is thus promise 
ed, " My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest."t His Spirit 
is now therefore tranquillized with respect to the people of his charge. God 
is yet again '* for them, and who can be against thom ?" But his personal ac- 
quaintance with God seems only beginning. As if he had seen nothing of 
the divine glory in the bush at Horeb, which burned, but was not consunried ; 
as if the awful glories of Sinai had been nothing : as if Go4 had not spofcea 

* EsodiH xiziii, U. j Exodus szxiti, li 
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to him in the tabernacle of the congregation, face to face, '* as a man to his 
friend ;" he continues to entreat, ** Lord, shew me thy glory !" My friends, 
if yon can rest satisfied with what you know of God, it is a melancholy proof 
that you know him not. Eternity is too short, the capacity of an angel too 
limited, " to find out the Almighty unto perfection." 

What a field of discovery does the vast fi*ame of nature present ! Sup- 
posing, O man, thy^ duration sufficiently extended, thy understanding sufficient- 
ly enlarged, and opportunity afforded thee, equal to thy utmost wish, v/hen 
couldest thou have made a t^Qmplete survey of the little globe wherein we 
dwell ; when couldest thou have explored the innumerable secret wonders of 
the hoary deep ; when examined the precious contents of the everlasting hills ; 
when discovered the nature and properties of air and fire t Supposing the 
mighty task performed ; supposing the untried regions of the air, the untrod- 
den paths of the sea, the deep and the high places of the earth rendered ac- 
cessible to thy approach, laid fully open to thy view — and lo, the race of 
knowledge is but beginning. Behold another orb at hand, presenting a new 
world of wonders : an orb possessing an inconceivably greater extent than 
our earth, containing an infinitely greater variety of objects, answering a 
much nobler end in the scale of being ; and afler that, another ; and another 
still, in endless succession. Suppose the whole planetary system, in order, to 
have passed under review, the mind rests not there : the wonders of divine 
power and wisdom end not then : the soul wings its way to other systems, 
lighted by other suns, and finds itself but entering on the glorious career. 

Were the whole expanse of nature explored, the moral government of God 
over all these spheres and all that they contain, expands the same vast field 
afresh to the astonished eye, and invites to a second excursion. When that 
is performed, redermtng lote, almightt grace display the ample theatre a 
third tiite, and lead us by the band through the '* nations of them that are 
saved," and point out the successive triumphs of sovereign goodness. As if 
it were possible to see an end of all this glorious perfection, scripture announ- 
ces the dissolution of all these things, as a space too small for the soul to ex- 
patiate in, as an object too mean for its contemplation ; and promises a new 
and more glorious system of things, suited to its endless duration and exalted 
powers, ^* new heavens and a new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness." 
And what is it, even then, that men behold ? The works of God, not God 
himself; the writing, not the hand that writes; the palaca that is inhabited, 
not the divine inhabitant ; the emanation, not the essence of his glory. Every 
gracious spirit, then, will with Moses be " following on to know the Lord ;" 
still and ever inquiring, still and ever imploring, *' Lord, shew me thy glory." 

The answer of God to this request is not less remarkable than the request 
itself. Moses prayed, saying, *' Lord, shew me thy glory." Alas, like the 
disciple on the mount of transfiguration, ^* he knew not what he said." To 
have been answered according to the letter of his desire, had been fatal to 
him ; for what created eye can behold the glory of God and live ? But a gra- 
cious God returns an answer suitable to the condition of his servant, *' And 
he said, I will m&ke all my goodness pass before thee, and I will proclaim the 
name of the Lord before thee ; and will be gracious to whom I will be 
gracious, and will shew mercy on whom I will shew mercy."* This is the 
glory of God to man, the riches of his grace, the glory of his goodness, the 
wonders of his love. 

In a display of the most striking imagery* God points out to Moses what 
was weak, ignorant and presamptuous in his petition, and commends what is 
{>ioo8, datiful and affectionate. '^ And he said, Thou canst not see my face ; 

^ Jkoduf fxxiii. fSl 
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for there shall no man see me, and live. And the Lord said, Behold, there is 
a place by me, and thou shalt stand upon a rock. And it shall come to pass^ 
Willie my glory passeth by, that I will put thee in a clefl of the rock ; and I 
will cover thee with my hand, while 1 pass by. And I will take away mine 
hand, and thou slialt see my back parts : but my face shall not be seen/'* 
Expressions plainly importing, that by creatures such as we are, the great Je- 
hovah can be seen and known only from those tokens of his presence which he 
leaves behind him. He comes upon us, as it were, imperceptibly, unveils bis 
glory for a moment, in his word, in his ordinances, but his hand is upon our 
eyes. As he departs, he permits us to look up, and to know, by infallible 
marks, that he has been with us. Thus, Jacob's vision at Bethel was over, 
betbre he was aware into what glorious company he had been introduced. 
*' And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, Surely the Lord is in this 
place ; and I knew it not.*'t Thus at Peniel he wrestled apparently with a 
man ; but in departing, his divine antagonist, by a touch, convinced him who 
he was ; and he discovers, that he had seen *' the visions of the Almighty," 
after he had withdrawn. And thus, the glorified Redeemer talked with the 
two disciples by the way as they went to Emmaus, and opened unto them the 
scriptures, while their heart burned within them, but their eyes were held 
that they did not know him. At length, while he brake bread and blessed it» 
" their eyes were opened, and they knew him." li God in this place 1 We 
see him not ; we cannot see him and live ; but by this we shall know it here- 
after — Has his word been made quick and powerful to any soul 1 Has the 
dignity and importance of communion with him been felt ? Is a man depart- 
ing wjth a deeper and morehumbli/ig sense of his own unworthiness and 
guilt ; and penetrated with a more lively apprehension of the mercy of God 
through a Saviour 1 Is sin rendered more odious, and holiness more amiable 
in the eyes of any one ? Is tiie heart glowing with desire to know^more of 
God, to love him more, and serve him better ? Is the spirit of a man pressing 
*' toward the mark, for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ J^us ?"( 
Then of a truth God is in this place ; and a day spent thus in his courts, is 
better than a thousand. 

But how is the language of this concluding passage of the chapter to be 
reconciled with that in the eleventh verse ? '' The Lord spake unto Moses^ 
face to face, as a man speaketh unto his friend." The expression, *' to see 
the face," is evidently taken in two different senses. In the 11th verse, k 
signifies to be regarded with favour or approbation, as it is in the 4th Psalm, 
verse 6. '* Lord, lifl thou up the light of thy countenance upon os ;" that is, 
shew thyself gracious unto us, for we prize thy loving kindness far above 
every earthly blessing : but in tlie 20th and 23d verse, " to see the face of 
God," imports the knowledge of his nature or essence, which to a creature is 
impossible. Here even a Moses is in darkness, through an excess of light: 
into this angels desire to look, but instantly shrink back, and shut their trem- 
bling eyes. But ** the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the 
Father, he hath declared him ;"§ and '* the Word was made 4]esh, and dwelt 
among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the 
Father) full of grace and truth."|| Such was the care employed by Him who 
knows what is in man, to prevent the possibility of idolatry, and to expose the 
folly of it. Even Moses shall not be trusted with any thing like a representa- 
tion of Deity ; and what so absurd as to frame a similitude of what never was, 
never can be seen 1 

** The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous Bum availeth much," says the 
apostle James ; and what a notable instance have we of the truth of this i» 
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the passagre before us ! Moses rises in his demands, as he sacceeds by suppli- 
cating, and he still prevails. First, he pleads that the presence of God, the 
light and glory of Israel, might not be withdrawn, as was threatened, but 
might accompany and lead them to their destined habitation. And lo ! God 
grants his request, with an assurance of peculiar regard and affection to him- 
self, " Thou hast found grace in my sight, and I know thee by name."* Up- 
on this he presumes to ask some new, some special manifestation of the divine 
glory, for his own satisfaction and comfort. This too he obtains, in a promise 
that the goodness of God, all his goodness should be made to pass before him. 
Bmboldened by this success, he cannot rest till he has obtained for the people 
|a remission of their offence. And he said, *' If now I have found grace in 
thy sight, O Lord, let my Lord, I pray thee, go amongst us, (for it is a stiff- 
Decked people) and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us for thine in- 
beritance."t And behold he carries this point alsb, and the covenant is re- 
newed between God an Israel. Let us see that our requests be proper to be 
granted, and we have them already, before we make them. Let us be solicit- 
ous to obtain spiritual blessings in the first place, and the temporal good things 
which we prized not, asked not, may perhaps come unexpected, unsought. 
''Give thy servant," said Solomon, *'an understanding heart, that I may dis- 
cern between good and bad." '' And the speech pleased the Lord, that Solo- 
mon had asked this thing. And God said unto him. Because thou hast asked 
this thing, and hast not asked for thyself long life, neither hast asked riches 
for thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine enemies, but hast asked for thyself 
understanding to discern judgment : behold, I have done according to thy 
words : lo, I have given thee a wise and an understanding heart, so that there 
was none like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any arise like unto 
thee. And I have also given thee that which thou hast not asked, both riches 
and honour : so that there shall not be any among the kings like unto thee, all 
thy days."! 

To enjoy this heavenly vision of aQ God's goodness, as it passed by, Moses 
must again ascend the mount, and draw nigh unto God. He was going up as 
to meet a friend ; but that almighty friend must protect him from himself, as 
from his most formidable enemy. ** While my glory passeth by, I will put 
thee in a cleA of the rock ; and will cover thee with my hand, while I pass 
b7."$ An inspired apostle tells us that '' this rock was Christ."|| And it 
sheds a pleasing light on the subject. What afforded safety to Moses in the 
tremendous hour, when the glory of God appeared ? A clefl of that rock 
from whence the living stream issued ibrth for the refreshment of God's herit- 
age when it was weary, and which was the type of that wonderful *' Jfa/i" 
who is '^ an hiding place from the wind, and a covert from the tempest ; as 
rivers of water in dry places; as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land."tf 
Did Moses flee thither for shelter, did he foresee his danger, and provide a 
covering for his defenceless head 1 No, the refuge was of God's providing. 
** I will put thee in a clefl of the rock." Not human sagacity, but divine mer- 
cy discovers, and prepares a retreat for the miserable. Observe the solid foun- 
dation on which that man is established who rests on the word of God : ** thou 
^ah stand upon a rock." Remove the promise of him who is faithful, of him 
who is true, and we immediately sink into an horrible pit, and stick fast in the 
miry clay ; but '* Behold," says God, '* I lay in Zion for a foundation, a stone, 
a tried stone, a precious corner-stone, a sure foundation ; he that believeth 
shall not make haste."** 

Mooes is now directed to make all needful preparation for this important 
visit, hi his haste he had throwti the two tables which contained the law, on 

*£zodiif xzxiU. 17. t£nKltt9XZxiv. 9. 1 1 Kipgi iii. 10— 13. $ Exodus xxxiii. SS. 
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the ground, and had broken them In pieces under the mount : but no act of 
man can disannul the law of God. The loss, though great, was not irrepara- 
ble. But Qod will not entirely repair it, that Moses may ha^e somewhat to re- 
gret in the effects of his impatience. The former two tables were wholly of 
God — the substance, the form, the writing, the subject ; but the last must par- 
take of human ignorance and imperfection. The choice of the stone, and the 
hewing it into form, are of Moses : the writing and the words are stiJl of God. 
And these were the tables which were laid up in the ark of the testimony for 
preservation, and were transmitted to posterity. And it is thus that the pre- 
cious things of God are still conveyed to men. The casket is human, the 
jewel which it contains is divine. *' We have this treasure in earthen vessels, | 
that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us."* And thus, 
though a merciful God express not displeasure at our rashness and folly, they 
become in the end their own punishment. 

Moses is commanded to be ready in the morning. The operations of 
human state loiter and linger, and seek to acquire importance from expecta- 
tion and delay ; but the movements of Deity prevent the dawning, and derive 
all their importance from themselves. Unless prayer be followed out by vigour 
and exertion, men pray in vain. One hour lost in slumber rendered ten thou- 
sand petitions fruitlessr and ineffectual ; but Moses, like a man in earnest, like 
a man who knew the value of what he had so ardently desired, is ready be- 
times ; he is at the appointed place at the appointed hour ; with the tablets 
prepared to receive the impress of God. He carried them with him, a dead, 
vacant, useless lump of stone ; he brings them back turned into spirit and life, 
clothed with meaning, speaking to the eye, to the heart, to the conscience ; for 
if God breathe on dry bones, they instantly live, and stand up a great army. 

If we can conceive a situation more awfully solemn than another, it was 
that of Moses on this occasion. Consider the stillness of the morning, the 
elevation of the mountain, the pleasing gloom of solitude, the expected dis- 
play of a glory which he could not behold but as it departed. Every circum- 
stance is great and affecting, but altogether suitable to the glory that followed : 
for *^ the Lord descended in the cloud, and stood with him there, and pro- 
claimed the name of the Lord.'*t At the inauguration of kings, it is custom- 
ary to proclaim their names and titles, and to bid defiance to every challenger 
or usurper of their rights. This is the mere pride of state, the mere insolence 
of possession. But the names of God are his nature, peculiar to himself, in- 
applicable, incommunicable to any other. And mark how the tide of mercy 
flows and swells till it has overcome every barrier ; from *' the soles of the 
feet to the ancles, from the ancles to the knees, till it becomes a river, wherein 
a man may swim ;" and from an overflowing river converted into a boundless 
ocean, withopt bottom, without shore. '* The LORD, the LORD God, mer- 
ciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth ; kee|>- 
ing mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity, and transgression and 8in."| 
While justice is confined in one steady, deep, awful stream, threatening des- 
truction only to the impenitent and unbelieving ; expressed in these awfol 
words, ** and that will by no means clear the guilty." 

This was the commencement of an interview '' which lasted forty days and 
fi>rty nights," and which contained a repetition of, the instructions formerly 
given respecting the tabernacle and its service. But this merits a separate 
and distinct consideration : as likewise does the alteration of the external ap- 
pearance of Moses, on coming down from the mount ; of which we mean to 
discourse next Lord's day. ^^ Moses wist not that the skin of his face shone, 
while he talked with him. And when Aaron and all the children of Israel 
saw Moses, behold, the skin of his face shone, and they were afraid to come 
nigh him."$ 

*2Gor.iv.7. t Ezodos nxiv. 6. t Exodof zxzir, 6; 7. $ Exodus xxziv. 29, 3a. 
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LECTURE TL 

EXODUS XXXIV. 29, 30. 

4ad it Clime to pftss tvfaen Moses came down from Msunt Sinai (with the two tables of leAimoiiy m. 
Moses's hand, wbeo he came down from the mount) that Moses wist not that the skin of his rao» 
shone, while he talked with him. And when Aarou and all the children of Israel saw Moses, be- 
hold, the skin of his face shone, and they were afraid to come nigh him. 

The sttn, the great light of the natural world, commanicates to all bodies a 
portion of his own splendonr, and thereby confers upon them whatever lustre 
they possess. In his absience, all things assume the same dismal sable hue. 
The verdure of the meadow ; the varied glory of the garden ; the brightness 
of the moon's resplendent orb ; the sweet attractions of ** the human &ce di- 
vine," pronounce in so many different forms of expression, ** The light of 
yonder celestial globe has arisen upon me : if I have any beauty or loveliness, 
with him it comes, and with him it departs." The wh^le order and system of 
nature is designed to be a constant witness to the God of ^ace — '^ the true 
light which enlighteneth every man that cometh into the world.!' If there be 
in angels any beauty of holiness, any fervour of love, any elevation of wisdom, 
any excellency of strength ; if there be in man any bowels of mercies, any 
kindness of affection, any gentleness of spirit, any endearment of charity, 
any humbleness of mind, any meekness, patience, longsuffering, it is a glory 
reflected from '^ the Father of lights." It neither exists nor can be seen, but 
as it is supplied and discovered by the eternal Source of light and joy. Say 
to that tulfp, at the gloomy solstice of the year, or at the dusky midnight hour, 
^ Array thyself in ail those beautiful tints of thine wherewith thou charmest 
the eye of every beholder ;" it hears thee not, it exhibits no colour but one. 
Bat with the return of the vernal breeze, and the genial influence of the sun, 
and the moment the dawning has arisen upon it, unbidden, unobserved, it 
puts OB its beautiful garments, and stands instantly clothed in all the freshness 
of the spring. Why is thai face clouded with sorrow, why grovels that spirit 
in the dust, why lacks that heart the glow of benevolence, the meltings of 
sympathy ? eThe genial current of the soul is frozen up, it is the dreary win- 
ter season of grace. The sun, the Sun of righteousness has withdrawn ; but, 
lo, after a little while, the winter is past, cheerful spring returns, the voice of 
joy and gladness is heard, ** Arise, shine, for thy light is come, and the glory 
of the Lord is risen upon thee."* 

We naturally assume th^ tone of those with whom we frequently converse, 
end whom we dearly lore. ** He who walketh wit)i wise men shall become 

* Isaiah lz.l. 
Vol. IT, 7 
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wise ; bat the companion of fools shall be destroyed.*' At the social friendly 
banquet, the eye sparkles with delight, the heart expands, the brow is smooth- 
ed, the tongae is inspired by the law of kindness ; every look is the reception or 
communication of pleasure. In the house of mourning, we speedily feel our- 
Belves in unison with the afflicted ; our eyes stand corrected, ouc words are 
few, our heads droop. In the cell of melancholy, the blood runs cold, the 
features relax, our powers of thought and reflection are suspended, with those 
of the moping wretches whose misery we deplore. What wonder then if Mo- 
ses, descending from the mount, after forty days familiar intercourse with '^ the 
Lord God, merciful and gracious," had not the appearance of an ordinary 
man ; that he had acquired a lustre not his own I *' He was there with the 
Lord forty days and forty nights ; he did neither eat bread nor drink water."^ 

What a sui>lime idea does this suggest of communion with God ! What 
created enjoyment has not lost its relish in a much shorter space ! What 
powers of unassisted nature could have so long sustained the want of aliment! 
No one thing in a more humiliating manner teaches us our frailty and depend- 
ence, than the constant necessity of recurring to the grosser elements for sup- 
port. Man, the lord of this lower world, must, with the subject tribes, and in 
a much greater proportion than many of them, pass a very considerable por- 
tion of his existence in a state of unconsciousness and insensibility during the 
hours of sleep : he must purchase with the suspension of his reason, during 
a third part of his being, the exercise of it during the other two. The happi- 
ness of an immortal being is, oflener than once in a day, subjected to a little 
bread that perisheth ; the spirit, however willing, quickly feels the oppressive 
weight of a body frail and infirm. But behold the triumph ot the spirit over 
the flesh : or rather, the power and grace of God, which, vouchsafing in gen- 
eral to employ means, call upon us diligently to use them ; but which, some- 
times neglecting these, and conveying immediate supplies and support, lead 
us at once to Him who worketh all things after the counsel of bis own will." 

Moses descends, not with impaired, but with recruited strength ; strengtht 
which, to the end of life, never more abated : not with a sunk, darkened, ex- 
tinguished eye : but an eye, which, having seen God, never afterwards became 
dim : not with a visage pale and emaciated from a fast of forty days ; but 
with a countenance that dazzled the eyes of every beholder. What a glorious 
creature is the friend of God ; *' Lo, O Lord, they that are far from thee 
shall perish, but it is good for me to draw nigh unto God." When Moses de- 
scended hefore, he was clothed in just resentment and displeasure ; he cama 
a minister of vengeance, and all Israel trembled as he frowned ; he now re- 
turns with the covenant renewed, the tables of the law restored, a messenger 
of peace, and yet the lustre of his appearance is intolerable. What must the 
great JEHOVAH be in his own glory, when reflected, imparted glory — glorjr 
communicated to a creature, thus intimidates and astonishes ! How dreadful 
the glory of wrath and fiery indignation, when the glory of infinite goodness 
we are not able steadfastly to behold I 

Moses descended the first time, with the tables in their original state, alto- 
gether of God ; and in his haste he eflaced and destroyed them : but we read 
of no attempt to collect the scattered fragments, and to reunite ^them. Su- 
perstition might have made an improper use of what could not be distinctly 
read, and of consequence, but partially understood ; and true piety will seek 
some surer rule of faith and conduct, some more powerful assistant in devo- 
tion, than the scattered shivers of even a sapphire from the throne of God. 
It has been wofully demonstrated to be an easy matter to mar the work of 
God. Adam de&ced the divine image in his own person, by one wilful trans- 
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gressioQ. Moses cancelled the hand writing of ordinances in one rash mo- 
ment : and every thoughtless transgressor is pulling down, in his own person^ 
a fabric of God's rearing. But all the powers of nature united, are incapable 
of rebuilding that temple, of renewing that writing, of restoring that image. 
He who in the beginning *' commanded light to shine out of darkness," alone 
can relumine the extinguished life of God in the soul. The hand which at 
first created man out of *' dust of the ground," alone can form of the dead in 
trespasses and sins, '* a new creature in Christ Jesus unto good works." And 
what was afterwards laid up in the holy place, and preserved while the taber- 
nacle remained ? Not that which came pure and perfect from the hands of 
the Creator, but that which God, by an act of grace and the intervention of a 
Mediator, recovered. Thus '* the general assembly and church of the first- 
born written in heaven," is not composed of men that never " left their first 
estate," but of ** just men made perfect ;" not of creatures like Adam, in a 
state of innocence, but of creatures redeemed by the blood of the Son of 
God ; '< justified by the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, and sanctified by 
the Spirit of the living God. Let us not, then, regret the loss of an earthly 
paradise, nor the destruction of the image of a changeable, though perfect 
creature, while, through grace, we may regain the paradise of God, and be 
fashioned in body and in spirit like unto our glorious Redeemer. 

Moses has acquired a glory on the mount which he is not conscious of. 
**He wist not that the skin of his face shone, while he talked with him."* 
The choicest of God's gifts, and humility is one of the most precious, come 
not with observation, announce not their approach, are not first visible to the 
possessor. But it is impossible to converse much with God, without appear- 
ing more glorious in the eyes of men. Has a man been in the mount with 
God t He needeth not to sound a trumpet before him, to proclaim from 
whence he has come ; he has but to shew itself, and the evidence of it will 
appear. The man has been in the mount with God. What are the signs of 
it ? Is he ostentatious, self-sufficient. Is he eager to talk of his attainments^ 
to exhibit the shining of his face, to abash and confound a less favoured 
brother ? He is not like Moses, he has not been with the God of Moses, his 
pretensions are vain. That man has been in the nsount with God. How 
does it appear ? Is he gloomy and sullen, harsh and uncharitable ? Is his 
tongae filled with anathemas ? Flashes his eye destruction on mankind ? He 
is a liar and an impostor, believe him not ; he is not come down from the God 
of the law, from the God of the gospel, from the relenting Father of Israel^ 
from the compassionate Father of the human race : No, he has been convers- 
ing with, he has ascended from the malignant enemy of God and man : by 
his spirit you may know who he is. 

Pretenders are at as much pains to display the lustre of their outside, as 
iioses was to conceal his. By this then you shall try Hind know yourselves, 
and form your judgment of others. Does a man issue forth from his closet, 
leturn fi'om the temple, retire from the Lord's table, with his temper sweeten- 
ed, his heart enlarged, with the law of kindness on his tongue, with the tear 
of compassion, or the lustre of benevolence in his eye 1 Is he, like Moses, 
more attentive to the condition, necessities and instruction of others, than 
earnest to blaze abroad his own excellencies, in order to obtain reputation for 
himself? How gloriously does such an one shine in the eyes of men : but 
that is nothing, how gbriously does he shine in the eyes of God ! And that 
is true only which God sees to be such. 

"The face of Moses shone and they were afraid to con|e nigh him."t Of 
what importance is it to inquire, at what particular moment, and through what 
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patticular medium, this singular appearance was produced 1 Is it not suffi- 
cient for mc, that I see the fruit hastening to its maturity, though the com- 
mencement and progress of vegetation escape me ? I look up and ** behold 
the face of the sun,*' and draw comfort from his beams, though the discrim- 
inating instant of darkness and the dawning was too fine for my perception. 
Let me be able to say, with the man restored to sight, " One thing I know, 
that whereas I was blind, now i see,''* and I shall leave to others a minute in- 
quiry into the process of the cure. Shew me a man shining in the beauty of 
holiness ; a man really changed in heart and in life, and I will not trouble 
him to tell me, what perhaps be does not know, and therefore cannot declare, 
—at what place, by means of what preacher, or by what dispensation of Prov- 
idence, the important change passed upon him. 

A truly good man is among the first to discover, to acknowledge and to cor- 
rect his own errors and imperfections ; but humility spreads the veil which 
conceals his good qualities first over his own eyes, and he is among the last to 
discern the splendour which confounds others. What a powerful cbarjB is 
there in undissembled goodness, when the wicked themselves are jconstrained 
to venerate and to approve it, even while it condemns them. 

Besides the instance in the text, scripture has furnished us with at least 
another, and a most illustrious one, in the history of Stephen, the first martyr 
to Christianity, after its divine Author. An enraged multitude, blood-thirsty 
accusers, and a partial tribunal feel themselves awed into a temporary rever- 
ence ; their fury stands suspended while they behold him. *' All that sat in 
the council, looking steadfastly on him, saw his face as it had been the face of 
an angel. "f But there is a greater than even this upon record. The band 
which broke'into the garden, with their officers, under the commission of the 
chief priests, and headed by the traitor, to apprehend Jesus of Nazareth, were 
80 struck with an inexpressible something in his presence and address, ** thai 
they went backward and fell to the ground."} 

But what made Israel to shrink from the presence of their gracious leader, in- 
tercessor and friend 1 What could render the presence of his affectionate brother 
formidable to Aaron ? That which drove the first transgressor to ** hide him- 
self from the presence of the Lord God." It is conscience that makes cow- 
ards of all men ; it is conscience that converts the rustling of a leaf, the shak- 
ing of a bulrush, into a spectre from the grave, or a fiaming minister from 
heaven to execute vengeance. Under the awful terrors of divine glory, they 
had lately entreated, saying, '' Let Moses speak to us, and we will hear :" but 
now, even the look of Moses, though he say nothing, is too much for a guilty 
people to bear. Alas, how little do men reflect, when engaged in criminal 

Sursuits, that the pleasures of sin in which they riot, are one day to become 
ideous ghosts to disturb their repose, to scare the imagination, to harrow up 
the soul, to accuse them at the tribunal of God, to be their tormentors forever. 
Moses, conscious of good-will at all, exulting in the thought of having pro- 
cured pardon and reconciliation for them, but unconscious of the change which 
had passed upon his own person, observes with concern and surprise that every 
one avoided him. At length he discovers the brightness of his own countenance 
reflected from their guilty blushing foreheads ; and by words of kindness en- 
courages them to return, whom the terror of his looks had dismayed and pot 
to ffight. We then find him, with the condescension of true goodness, ac- 
commodating himself to the circumstances of the people whom be was ap- 
pointed to instruct Intercourse with heaven has raised him to a higher pitch 
of exaltation ; guilt and fear have degraded them: but love levels the moun- 
tains, and fills up the vallies of separation. The interposition of a veil r^ 

* 
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duces him to their standard, because the confidence of innocence raised them 
not to bis. The law of God mast be taught to the people, though the teacher 
is become more glorious. This is a plain and striking lesson to all who un- 
dertake to instruct others. It is a wretched ambition merely to shine. The 
great aim of a teacher should be to communicate knowledge ; and he shews 
himself to be possessed of roost, who knows best how to convey it to others. 
He is the truly rich man, who, by the proper use of his wealth, assists in 
making many rich ; not he who possesses a vast hoard which he knows not 
how to enjoy ; nor he who makes an ostentatious display of riches, merely to 
insult his poorer neighlH)ur. And he who speaks three words in a known 
language, to the edification of the hearer, has more real learning than the 
babbler of ten thousand, in a language which no one understands. 

*^ Till he had done speaking,'' then, " Moses put a veil on his face ;"* bo 
that the sound of his voice might be heard, while the terrifying lustre of his 
face was obscured. But this was not merely an incidental circumstance, aris- 
ing out of the occasion, and done away with it ; but was designed, in provi- 
dence,to be a symbolical representation of the whole Mosaic dispensation ; which 
was nothing else but the gospel under a veil. That this is not a fanciful conjec- 
ture, we appeal to the great apostle of the Gentiles, who has removed the veil, and 
discovered the hidden glory which lies under it, and thus writes, ** Not that we^^* 
meaning the apostles of the Lord Jesus under the New Testament, '* not that we 
are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves : but our sufficiency 
is of God. Who also hath made us able ministers of the New Testament, not 
of the letter, but of the spirit : for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth liie. 
But if the ministration of death, written and engraven in stones, was gk>rious, 
so that the children of Israel could not steadfastly behold the face of Moses, for 
the glory of his countenance, which glory was to be done away, how shall not 
the ministration of the spirit be rather glorious ? For if the ministration of con- 
demnation be glory, much more doth the ministration of righteousness exceed 
in glory. For even that which was made glorious, had no glory in this respect, 
by reason of the glory that excelleth. For if that which is done away was 
sk>riou9, much more that which remaineth is glorious. Seeing then that we 
have such hope, we use great plainness of speech. And not as Moses, which 
put a veil over his face, that the children of Israel could not steadfastly look 
to the end of that which is abolished. But their minds were blinded ; for 
until this day remaineth the same veil untaken away, in the reading of the 
Old Testament ; which veil is done away in Christ. But even unto this day 
when Moses is read, the veil is upon their heart. Nevertheless^ when it shall 
turn to the Lord, the veil shall be taken away."t 

From the days of Moses down to those of Paul, and by Paul himself, in the 
days of his ignorance, Moses was heard and read with the veil over his face ; 
was understood in the letter, not in the spirit ; and even after the veil was 
done away in Christ, who is " the end of the law for righteousness ;" afier the 
types were explained, the predictions accomplished, and the great prophet of 
the Jews had brought all his glory, and laid at the feet of the great Apostle 
and High Priest of our profession, still the people who had the t^st means of 
information, who had the power of comparing spiritual things with spiritual, 
read them, and continue to read them to this day, under the power of passion 
and prejudice. And he who sees in Moses, and the other writings of the Old 
Testament, nothing but the histories of certain events long since past, and 
confined in their operation and effects to a particular district ; nothing but the 
religious usages and ceremonies practised by a particular people, that man 
looks with a bandage upon his eyes, understands not what he reads, and there* 
fore cannot profit. 

*' fIjMuf xwiv, Sf. t J Cor. iii. I--16 
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There is a gracious intimation in the passage we have just now quoted, that 
a period is approaching when Israel too shall turn unto the Lord ; when the 
Teil shall be taken away, and Moses, in whom they trusted, shall be seen with^ 
out a covering; and '^ if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the 
world, what shall the receiving of them be but life from the dead t"* 

What glorioas views of G^xi, of his providence, of his grace, does the gos- 
pel disclose ! The gentile nations behold their admission into the family or 
God, and their privileges, as his children, in the promises which were made to 
Abraham and his teed. And the Jews will in time discover the intention and 
design of their political and religious establishment, in the nature, duration and 
extent of the Redeemer's kingdom : when '* Israel also shall be saved :*' as it 
is written, '^ There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shalf turn awajr 
ungodliness from Jacob. '*t 

Human frailty rendered the interposition of a veil necessary between Moses, 
and the people ; because *' they could not look steadfastly to the end of that 
which is abolished ;*' but when Moses went into the tabernacle, to converse' 
with God, a veil to cover his face being unnecessary, it was laid aside. 

It is natural to hold out our most favourable appearance to men, to catch at 
their good opinion, to secure their approbation ; but we see in Moses a mind 
intent only upon usefulness. He joyfully gives up a little fame, for the sake 
of doing much good. If the church of God be enlightened, what is it to hint 
that be himself is a little obscured 1 His lustre is to illuminate Israel. Vain 
glory always defeats the purpose which it had formed ; humility as certainJj^ 
gains the point at which it aimed not. Who does not esteem Moses, modestly 
ehrouded in a veil, infinitely more than all the loquacious boasters and exbit>- 
itors of themselves that ever existed 1 Moses, in talking with the people, em- 
ployed a veil, not as a mask to insinuate a false idea of what he was not, but to 
conceal the real excellency which he had ; unlike the hypocrisy and disguuie 
of the world ; and, to use disguise with God he knew would be impious, pro« 
fane and unavailing. We find him changing his appearance, as the occasion 
required. This was not, in him, versatility and address, a cunning accommo- 
dation to circumstances for selfish ends ; but the compliance of wisdom and 
necessity, in order to be more extensively useful. Thus Paul '^ became all 
things to all men, that he might gain some." And, for the same reason, a 
greater than Moses, a greater than Paul disdained not the festivity of a mar- 
riage solemnity ; refused not the invitation of one ruler, nor rejected the visit 
of another ; abhorred not to eat with publicans and sinners, if by any means 
the ignorant might be instructed, the proud and selfish checked and reproved, 
the modest encouraged, and the mourner comforted. 

At the first descent of Moses from the mount, we see the glory of a maa 
zealous for God : at his second, the glory of a man owned and honoured of 
God ; *' the skin of his face shining.*' But at his appearance many days al^ 
terwards on Tabor, we behold a saint, from the world of bliss, altogether glo- 
rious. Such is the blessed effect of being with God and ** seeing him as he 
is," not for forty days only, but during a series of ages. And what must it 
then be, to '* be ever with the Lord," to glorify God, and to be glorified of 
him " in body and spirit which are the Lord's V* And why was Moses again 
exhibited on the mount of transfiguration ? Wherefore again displayed in 
glory ? Again to put a veil upon his face, to empty himself, and to deposit hU 

flory at the feet of Him in whose light and likeness he shone — To talk with 
esus ** concerning the decease he should accomplish at Jerusalem." 
The Jewish Rabbins pretend to account for the unabated vigour, the un-^ 
fading lustre of the latter years of the life of Mosesi from these very circuoK 
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itances. The eye, say they, which had endured the sight of Qcid, could not 
become dim : the natural strength which supported a fast of forty days, could 
not sink under any future decay. 

— Christian, consider Moses, the man of God, invested with lustre which 
ilazzled the eye of every beholder, and which length of time could not impair ; 
and reflect, to what a height of glory communion with God can raise a fallen 
creature ; and aspire afler a participation of that grace which adorned him. 
The glory of his person was a rare and singular attainment ; but that of his 
spirit may be imitated and attained by all. His piety, resignation and obedi- 
ence ; his meekness, gentleness and compassion, present amiable patterns, 
and they are the ornaments suited to your present state. It is given but to a 
favoured few to exhibit heroic virtue, to perform splendid actions, to acquire 
extensive reputation ; but none is excluded from the honour of simple, modest 
worth, of habitual beneficence, of honest fame. And those aie the most val- 
uable and solid acquisitions, which ** are in the sight of God of great price.*' 

— Steady and persevering intercourse with Heaven will infallibly transform 
the whole man into the image of God. The very exteriour will be meliorated 
and improved, and the world itself will *Make knowledge" of the disciple who 
*' has been with Jesus." The exercises of the closet will be seen and felt in 
the serenity of the countenance, the kindness of the eye, the melody of the 
voice, the afiability and graciousness of the whole department. ** Let your 
light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven."* 

— The time is at hand when the glory which irradiated the face of Moses 
shall be imparted to the whole company of the redeemed ; when the name of 
God and the Lamb shall shine in every forehead. Behold, and wonder, be- 
hold, and rejoice in the hope of the glory of God, " A woman clothed with 
the sun, and the nux)n under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve 
stars. "t ** They that be wise, shall shine as the brightness of the Armament, 
and they that turn many to righteousness, as the stars for ever and ever."| 
" The Lord God is a sun and shield : the Lord will give grace and glory : no 
^ood thing will he withhold from them that walk uprightly."§ 



V. 16. t^BLev.iii. 1. tl>an.»i.d. ( Psafaa boziv. U. 
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LECTURE yii. 

EXODUS XXXIX. 4S, 49. 

Acc«rdiilg;te all that tbe Lord commanded Moses, so the children of Israel made all the work. An^ 
Moses did look upon all %e work, and behold they bad done it as the Lord had commanded, eveif 
so had they done it : And Moses blessed them. 

If reason were to maintain its full dominion in man, were the senses per- 
petually under tbe control of the mind, a motive to religion would be continu- 
ally supplied from the natural impulse of a grateful and affectionate hearts 
The vast universe would become one great temple ; every pebble, every plant, 
every star would be a witness for God ; and the heaven-born spirit would arise 
on the wing of every bird, of every breeze of air, to its glorious Author. But 
man, degraded by sin, blinded by passion, involved in error ; man, impaired in 
understanding, grovelling in affection, in captivity to sense, needs to be fre- 
quently admonished of his obligation to, and dependence upon God, his Crea- 
tor and Preserver. He needs forms, and seasons, and places of worship ; the 
heart must be approached through the channels of sense ; and our acquaint- 
ance with the Father of spirits must be preserved, by means of things seen 
and temporal. Hence a sabbath, a tabernacle, a temple ; sacrifices, sacrar 
ments, sermons, are the institution of Heaven ; are the ordinances of Him 
*' who knows what is in man,*' and what is necessary to man. 

It is easy to conceive what the world would be, destitute of the modes and 
offices of religion, when we consider what men are, with the advantage of 
'* line upon line, precept upon precept," revelation upon revelation. The re- 
ligious ceremonies and services in use among ancient nations, whatever were 
their origin, become respectable in our eyes, merely from their antiquity : 
but when to antiquity is superadded divine <mthority ; when we behold the 
great JEHOVAH condescending to describe and to appoint the rites of his 
own worship, to exhibit a model of all the instruments to be employed in his 
service, we feel something more than respect ; we are filled with veneration : 
we break out into the exclamation of Solomon. *' Will God indeed dwell 
with men upon the earth ?" 

Moses had now finally descended from the mount, furnished with complete 
instructions for settling the civil government and the religious polity of the na- 
tion which God '* chose, to place his name there." Under the direction of 
men divinely inspired for the work, he addresses himself to the execution of 
the plan which God himself had vouchsafed to delineate. From the liberality 
and zeal of the peeple, materials are speedily and amply supplied. Through 
the skill and assiduity of tbe artists, the business is speedily and successfolly 
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dispatched : and, on the first anniversary of the departure oat of Egypt, the 
tabernacle is ready to be reared np. 

It is not ray design to attempt a minute description of that sacred structure, 
and of its furniture. But I find it impossible to pass them hy entirely, as I 
apprehend a few remarks of a practical nature, fall directly within the design 
of these exercises, and may, by the divine blessing, render the awful mono* 
ments of religion in the wUdemess, instructive and useful in gospel times. 

The name and the nature of the tabernacle were, perhaps, intended to he 
emblematical of the whole dispensation, of which it was a leading instrument. 
A tent, or tabernacle is a temporay and portable habitation, suited to a stat« 
of journeying or warfare ; and this, in particular, was to be the guide to 
Canaan, to give the signal of motion and of rest ; to lead the way to victory 
and peace : and when full possession was at length given, the tabernacle 
transferred its transitory glory, to the stationilry glory of the temple ; or rather 
was consolidated into one glory with it. Thus, all the positive institutions of 
religion are designed to be our monitors, guides and comforters in the wilder- 
ness ; to introduce us into the promised land ; and then the objects of faith 
ehall become objects of vision, and the redeemed of the Lord shaU worship 
together in that temple, firora which there is no more going out. 

Jehovah declared himself not only the spiritual Head of the Israelitisfa 
church and nation, but also their temporal Sovereign ; the supreme Head and 
Governor of their political economy. As such, he gave commandment to 
pitch a tent for the leader and commander of his people, from whence orders 
were expected and issued ; over which the royal standard was seen perpetual* 
ly hovering in the dreadful glory of a pillar of cloud by day, and of fire by 
night And the final fulfilling of the scriptures is the gathering into one, to 
the standard of the Redeemer, ** a great multitude, which no msm can num* 
ber of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues,"* when at the 
funding of the seventh angel, there shall be ** great voices in heaven, saying. 
The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
Christ, and he shall reign for ever and ever."t 

From the contemplation of a tabernacle constructed of parts that might bit 
separated, and joined together again, as occasion required, we are led to con* 
template the ^' city of our solemnities," Jerusalem that is above, ** a quiet 
habitation, a tabernacle that shall not be taken down, not one of the stakes 
thereof shall ever be removed, neither shall any of the cords thereof be 
broken. But there the glorious Lord will he unto us a place of broad rivers 
•and streams ; wherein shall go no galley with oars, neither shall gallant ship 
fMLSs thereby."! 

The fabric in the wilderness was not a design of human skill, nor fkshion» 
ed according to models seen in Egypt, but planned of infinite wisdom, erects 
ed, to a single pin, according to a pattern shewn to Moses on the mount. In 
things which relate to the management of this world, a latitude is given to 
the exercise of human prudence and discretion ; but in what regards the im- 
mediate worship and service of God, men are tied up to an iota and a tittle, 
*' Thus saith the Lord." The work of God is perfect, his law is perfect, his 
word is perfect, none can with safety add thereto, or diminish from it. A 
holy and a jealous God has fenced himself and his ordinances as with a wall 
of fire, which presumption attempts to break through at its peril. ** For I 
testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophesy of this book : 
if any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues 
that are written in this book : and if any man shall take away from the words 
of the book of this prophesy, God shall take away his part out of the book ef 

•Rev.vii.9. tRev.xi.16. ;( Isaiah xaam. SO, SI. 
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life, and dot of the boly city, and from the things which are writien in this 
book."* When we consider the dreadful import of these words who but 
mast tremble to think on the rash, the irreverent, the profane use that is daily 
made of the name and the book of God, Is it thus ye requite your Maker, 
foolish creatures and unwise 1 " He is wise in heart, and mighty in strength: 
who ^ath hardened himself against him, and hath prospered Vy 

The tabernacle consisted ot three several apartments one within another*^ 
The court, the holy place, and the most holy place, or the holy of holies. 
The temple of Solomon was built upon the same plan. And the earlier 
christian churches preserved something of a resemblance to it. For they 
consisted first, of a spacious porch, where the penitents who implored the 
prayers of the faithful, the catechumens, the Gentiles, the Jews and the here- 
tics, were stopped shorL The second compartment was the Naus^ the nave, 
or body of the temple, where the faithful assembled, and performed their de- 
votions ; and the third was the Becmay or choir, into which ecclesiastics only 
were admitted, and in which were placed the altar, the throne of the bishop, 
and the sulls of the clergy. 

Some learned men have given it as their opinion, that the Grecians borrow- 
ed their noble and beautiful style of architecture, from the perfect Hebrew 
models described in the sacred volume ; that it was transmitted by them to 
the Romans; from whom it has descended to all the provinces of their great 
empire, and continues to be the ornament and the glory of the modern world. 
Indeed it seems to be something more than human invention and art, thai, 
through the lapse of so many ages, so many revolutions of empire, so many 
changes of taste and opinion, the same arrangement and proportions should 
excite universal admiration, and yield universal delight ; and that the slight- 
est deviation from the principles of that noble art should instantly be observed 
and universally offend the eye. Does it not seem as if he who formed the 
eye, had also deigned to design the model of what would fill and please it t 

The court, then, was rather the large space of ground in which the taber- 
nacle was erected, than any part of the tabernacle. Its form was an oblong, 
whose length was double its breadth, being an hundred cubits by fifty, that is, 
according to the most approved calculation, an hundred and fifty feet by 
seventy-five. It was encompassed on all sides by curtains of fine twined 
linen, fixed to fifty-six pillars of Shittim, that is, as the seventy interpret it, 
uncorruptible wood, filleted with silver, of the height of five cubits, or seven 
feet and a half. The gate or passage into the court was a hanging of twenty 
cubits, curiously embroidered, and supported by four pillars of the same ma- 
terials and workmanship. On all which particulars, I shall detain you to 
make this only remark : when we see the great God condescending to give 
directions concerning the formation and use of the most minute implements 
pertaining to sanctuary service, of pins, rings, loops and hooks, man is taught 
to eoni^ider nothing as beneath his notice which can affect his own credit, 
usefiilness and comfort, or the same, virtue and happiness of his neighbour. 
^' Let all things be done by us decently and in order." Be it the glory of a 
fabulous Jupiter, that it is beneath his dignity, and inconsistent with his high- 
er occupations, to attend to small matters. It is the glory of the living and 
true God, the Maker and Preserver of all things, it is the excellency of his 
administration, the beauty of his providence, that *^ the hairs of our head are 
numbered of him." *' Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing 1 and one of 
them shall not fall on the ground without your Father. "| 

On entering the court, the object^ which first presented themselves were, 
on the one hand the altar of burnt-offering, and on the other the I aver for tb« 

• Rev. XXU..18, 19. t Job, ix. 4. 4Matt. z. 29. 
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pries(8 to wash in. The materials and form of these two instroments of di- 
yine worship, have afforded to the learned and ingenious, many curious sub- 
jects of speculation, some of which might perhaps amuse, but could not 
freally edify you. As the whole service of the tabernacle was typical, and 
presented the '' shadow of good things to come," it will not, I trust> be deemed 
a mere flight of imagination to suppose, that by the altar of burnt-offerings^ 
and the use to which it was devoted, the great atonement, the meaos of par- 
don and acceptance with God were shadowed forth ; and that by the laver 
and its use, on the other hand, was represented the purity which becomes all 
who i^proach to a pure and holy God. In their nearness to, and union with 
each other, they exhibit that which brings the guilty near unto God, and that 
which fits them for communion with God. Justification freely by the grace 
of God, ** through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus ;" and sanctification 
by the Spirit of God, whereby we are prepared to be " partakers of the in- 
heritance of saints in light." An altar without a laver were to encourage the 
offender to *' continue in sin, because grace abounds ;" a laver without an 
altar would be to inspire a vain confidence in an external and imperfect 
righteousness, to the neglect of that which is of God by faith, and which v pu- 
rifieth the heart. In conjunction, they represent man^s happiest state, and 
highest glory, sin forgiven, and nature renewed. 

*' The holy place," which was properly the tabernacle, presented itself at 
the upper end of the court Its dimensions are not laid down by Moses. 
Those who take it for granted that the tabernacle was a miniature representa- 
tion of the temple from the measurement of that great edifice as described in 
the first book of Kings, make the length of the holy place of the tabernacle 
to be twenty cubits or thirty feet. It was separated from the court by a cur- 
tain, within which none but the priests were permitted to enter, and where 
they officiated at the altar of the Lord, in the order of their course. Josephus 
affirms, that when the priests ministered in the holy place, the separating veil 
was drawn op, so that they could be seen of the people. Philo, with greater 
appearance of truth, maintains the contrary opinion. It is clear from a pas- 
sage in the gospel according to Luke, that the priest who officiated in the 
holy place of the second temple, was out of the sight of the people ; for it ui 
said of Zacharias, when he was offering incense in the holy place, '* the 
whole multitude was praying without ;" that they waited for him, and " mar- 
yelled that he tarried so long in the temple,"* and they discovered not the 
cause of it till he made it known to them by signs. . 

Though we are not informed of the exact dimensions of the " holy place,'^ 
we know that it was a covered tent, with one fold of various materials upon 
another. First, ten curtains of equal size, of blue, purple, scarlet, and fine 
twined linen ; embroidered with cherubims ; and coupled together with loops 
of blue and tacbes of gold. Above these were extended eleven curtains of 
goats' hair, hung together by taches of brass. These again were covered 
with rams' skins dyed red ; and over all there was a covering of badgers^ 
skins, probably as a protection from the injuries of the air and weather. The 
intention and meaning of this multiplied and variegated ceiling we pretend 
not to explain. Was it intended to represent the impenetrable recesses of 
the Eternal Mind ; to check the folly and sinfulness of an over curious in- 
quiry into mysteries which are intentionally concealed ; and to teach men to 
make a wise and temperate use of known and revealed truth ? Was it not 
sufficient to every pious Israelite, that the altar of burnt-offering and the laver 
of purification were under the open canopy of heaven, seen of all, accessible 
to all ? And by this circumstance, did not even the law teach the open and 

•Luke i. 10, 21. 
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miliiiiited extent of saimtioii by the great Atonement T Religton forbad, and 
the structure prevented, the body of the people from entering within the veil, 
or penetrating into the mysteries concealed under such a covering ; one fold 
passed, another, and another, in almost endless succession, opposed itself. 
Woe be to him who makes a mystery of what God has graciously disclosed ; 
and wee be to him who presumes to pry into what God has intentionally hid 
from his eyes* Thus sublimely sings the enraptured British PsahnisU 

Chain'd to his throne a vohimt liet. 

With all the fates of men ; 
With every anfePs fonn and size 

Drawn by th^ eternal pen. 

His Providence unfolds the book, 

And makes hb counsels shine : 
fiach opening leaf, and every stroke 

Fulfils some deep design. 

Here he exalts neglected worms 

To sceptres ana a crown ; 
Anon the following page be tumsy 

And treads the monarch down. 

Not Oatriel asks the reason whj. 

Nor God the reason gives; 
Mor dares the favourite angel pry 

Between the folded leaves.* 

The fumitnre of the holy place is minutely described, and its meaning and 
use are not obscurely pointed out in many places of the sacred writings. It 
consisted of three articles, the golden candlestick with seven lamps ; the gol- 
den altar of incense ; and the table of shew-bread. Each of which might 
easily furnish matter for a separate discourse ; but we confine ourself es to 
general ideas, and practical observations. 

The first piece of furniture in the holy place was *' the golden candlestick 
to give light ;" all whose appurtenances were of pure beaten gold. It was 
placed on the south side, that is on the left hand as you enter the tabernacle, 
directly opposite to the table of shew-bread. It was a talent in weight ; 
which is alMDut one thousand five hundred ounces, or one hundred and twenty- 
five Roman pounds, whose value, according to the calculation of the learned 
bishop of Peterborough, was five thousand and seventy-five pounds fifteen 
shillings and a fi^action, of our money. It is the most generally received 
opinion, that all, or some of these seven lamps in the candlestick, were kept 
continually burning : that they were extinguished in turn, to be cleansed and 
supplied with fresh oil ; and that their parts were made to separate for this 
▼ery purpose. As the priests alone could enter the holy place, to them of 
course was committed the whole charge of lighting, trimming, and cleaning 
the lamps. It is much easier to ask many questions on this subject than to 
answer one. Why the number of seven lamps in one candlestick ; that num- 
ber of perfection, as some have called it, and under which so many mysteries 
are supposed to be concealed ? Why should it bum in a place where no eye 
was to see its light, or to receive benefit from it, except a solitary priest t 
Wherefore this waste of treasure for no apparent equivalent use ? To all 
such questions it must be replied, '* Thus the great Lawgiver would have it.** 
•* We know in part, and we prophesy in part. What he doth we know not 
now, but we shall know hereafter.'* 

From this created, confined, imperfect, self-consuming light, we are led to 
contemplate that pure, eternal, undecaying light which communicates, of 

* Watt», Hotk L jriosi. 
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its ofwn splendour, whaterer glory any ereature possesses. ** We are led to 
Him who is the trae light of the world." 

We silently torn from the tabernacle in the wilderness to adore Him who 
in the beginning said, ** Let there be light : and there was light." We are 
conducted in the visions of God, to contemplate the splendour of the christian 
churches, and behold '* the Son of Man, walking in the midst of the ae? en 
golden candlesticks.*' We are hurried forward to the last awful hour of difr- 
solving nature, when *' the sun shall be darkened, and the moon shall not give 
her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens 
shall be shaken." We are transported to that celestial city, which *' has no 
need of the sun, neither of the moon to shine in it ; for the glory of God 
doth lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof." 

Without encroaching on your time and patience, or running over the sub- 
jects with indecent and unprofitable haste, it were impossible to convey any 
proper and useful idea of the remaining utensils of this venerable structure, 
and the still more venerable recess inclosed within it, styled ** the most holy 
place." The description of these therefore, with the history of the august 
ceremonies of setting up the tabernacle, and the relation of the whole to the 
** better things to come," of which they were the shadows, shall be postponed 
to another Lecture, which will conclude the second book of this Sacred His- 
tory, and another annual revolution of our own frail, transitory life. — '* Teach 
us," O God, *• so to number our days that we may apply our hearts unto wis- 
dom."* Vouchsafe to dwell with us in thy word and ordinances ; let '* Christ 
dwell in our hearts by faith," and raise us one after another to dwell with thee 
in the holiest of all, through Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 



* Psalm xc. IS. 
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And it came to pass in the first month, in the second year, on the first day of the month, that the tab* 
emade was reared up. Then a cloud covered the tent of the conffregatioa, and the glory of the 
iJord filled the tabernacle. And Moeee was not able to enter into the tent of the congrcf aiioo, be- 
cause the cloud abode tbereen, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. And when the ckxid 
was taken up from over the tabernacle, the children of Israel went onward in all their jouruies. 
But if the croud were not taken up, then they journeyed not. till the day that it was taken up. For 
the cknid of the Lord was upon the tabernacle by day, and fire was on it by night, in the sight at 
the house of Israel, throughout all their journies. 

Evert prodaction of human power and skill bears this inscription, " I am 
made to perish." Man himself, the moment he begins to breathe begins to 
die, and his noblest, most durable, and most glorious works are no sooner 
completed, than they begin to fall to decay. In vain we look for the monu- 
ments of ancient grandeur and magnificence ; they have either wholly van- 
ished away, or present to the eye scattered fragments, or tottering ruins, ready 
to dash themselves upon the ground. Where is now that city and tower which 
raised its proud head to heaven, in defiance of the waters of a second deluge t 
Neither the solid and costly materials of which it was composed, the sacred 
purposes to which it was applied, nor the awful glory which once presided 
over and resided -in it, have preserved from decay and loss, the tabernacle 
of the congregation, the work of divinely inspired Bezaleel and Aholiab. Of 
the magnificent structure on mount Zion, the wonder and glory of the 
whole earth, not one stone remaineth upon another. 

All that was formal and instrumental in the ancient dispensation seems to 
have been, by the special appointment of Providence, destroyed and annihilat- 
ed, that the spirit of it alone might remain. The tabernacle, and temple, 
and their service exist only in description : and in those simpler and more 
spiritual ordinances to which they have given place. And the institutions 
which now remain, are only preparing the way for a more august, more splen- 
did, and more durable manifestation of the divine glory. The legal economy 
introduced that of grace by the gospel and then passed away. The dispensa- 
tion of grace, in like manner is now performing its work, fulfilling its day, 
announcing, unfolding, introducing the kingdom of glory ; and *' when that 
which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away." 

The satisfaction of Moses, when the whole work of the tabernacle and of 
its furniture was completed, is more easily to be conceived than expressed. 
To see the pattern shewed him in the mount exactly copied, the design of the 
great Jehovah perfectly fulfilled, must have filled the good man's mind with 
delight inefiable. With a holy joy, similar to this, must every lover of the 
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gospel obsonre the exact couieidenoe between *' the sfaadowa of good things 
to come," and '* the very image of the things ;" between the prediction con- 
cerning the Saviour of the world, and their accomplishment ; between the 
promises made unto the fathers, and the blessings enjoyed by their children. 
And what will it be, christians, in that world of bliss, which is the end of our 
faith, and the grand object of our hope ; what will it be, to find the entire 
coincidence between the descriptions contained in this book, of future and 
heavenly glory, and the things described ; between the exceeding great and 
precious promises of the gospel, and the glorious realities of our Father's 
house above ; between the spirit which Christianity now teaches and inspires, 
in order to dignify and bless mankind, and the spirit which all the redeemed 
ahall feel, enjoy, and express, when raised to the dignity of being kings and 
priests unto God ? 

In the preceding Lecture we endeavoured to lead your attention to the form, 
use and end of the tabernacle erected in the wilderness, and of the several 
parts of its sacred furniture. The outward court, under the open canopy of 
heaven, containing " the brazen altar of burnt-offering," on which incessant- 
ly burned the consecrated fire for ofiering up the daily sacrifice ; and close 
by it the laver of brass for the priests to wash in.*' We conducted you with 
trembling feet into the " holy place," concealed in front firom every pro- 
fane eye, by a veil which it was death to draw aside ; and from above, by 
covering upon covering which no eye could penetrate. In this sacred recess 
were placed *' the golden candlestick to give light, the golden altar of incense, 
and the table of shew-bread." Having spoken briefly of the first of these, 
we now proceed to recommend to your notice the other two. 

The '* altar of incense," was made of Shittim or incorruptible wood, over* 
laid with pure gold, of a cubit square, and its height double that dimension, 
with a golden horn arising at each angle, and the top encompassed with a 
golden border or crown. It had two rings of gold immediately under the 
border, to which were fitted two staves of the same wood, also overlaid with 
gold, for the conveniency of transporting it from place to place, as occasion 
required. Its use was to burn, at stated times, a sacred perfume of a certain 
quality and composition, which it was unlawful to compound, or apply to any 
other use, or in any other place. It is clear from many parts of scripture, 
that the smoke of the sweet incense which ascended fi'om this altar, was in- 
tended to represent prayer or intercession. '*Let my prayer," says the 
Psalmist, *' be set forth before thee as incense, and the lifting up of my hands 
as the evening sacrifice.^'* 

While the priest, invisible to every eye, was employed in burning incense 
in the holy place, the multitude were praying without. This leads us direct- 
ly to consider the great '* Apostle and High Priest of our profession, who has 
for us entered, not into the holy place made with hands, which was the figure 
of the true, but into heaven itself, there to appear in the preserfce of God for 
us." though the veil be let down that we cannot behold Him, the eye of 
laith penetrates it, sees Him who is invisible ; sees Him lifting up holy and 
unwearied hands in our behalf; sees the Prince with God prevailing. The 
veil was drawn aside, and discovered to the ravished eyes of the beloved dis- 
ciple, an angel coning, and standing *^ at the altar, having a golden censer : 
and there was given unto him much incense, that he should offer it with the 
prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne. And 
the smoke of the incense which came with the prayers of the saints, ascend- 
-ed up before God, out of the angel's hands."t The solitary perfume of se- 
cret prayer, the combined incense of family worship, the mingled odours of 

• Psalm cxii. 2. t Re\'. viii. S; 4. 
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public derotiOD, th^ prftyera of all saints derive an activity, a force, an eleva^ 
tion from the merit and mediation of the Redeemer, which raise them to the 
throne of God, where, being accepted through the Beloved, they descend 
again in showers of blessings on the believer's head« 

Behold the altar which sanctifies the gift, the ladder whose foundation is on 
the earth, but its summit reaoheth heaven, along which the minbtering miiriu 
to the heirs of salvation convey the vows, the praises, the holy desires of Xb» 
faithful, up to their Father and their God ; and reconvey the gifb and graces 
of their heavenly Father to his children upon earth. The approach to thm 
golden altar of incense was by way of the brazen altar of burnt-«ffering : the 
new and living way that conducts ** into the holiest of all," is through the 
rent veil of the Redeemer's flesh* Jesus having suflered the things which 
were appointed, entered into his glory. As by the altar of burntpoffering, so 
by the laver of purification, the holy place was approachable ; for ** without 
holiness no man shall see God ;" and ^' every one that nameth the name of 
Christ must depart firom iniquity." 

The horns at the comers of the altar have been considered as emblematical 
of strength, and being tipped with the blood of the atoning victim, are con- 
ceived to represent the power of God, and the grace that is in Christ Jesnsy 
united in the work of man's redemption. 

The quadrangular figure of the altar, and the equality of its sides» may 
point out the impartial regards of the great Father of all, under the dispensa^ 
tion to which that given by Moses conducted, to men of every nation under 
heaven, and they prefigure the day when, according to the words of the 
Saviour himself, '* men should come from the east and the west, and shall sit 
down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven."* 

The materials of the altar, Shittim-wood overlaid with pure gold, by a bold 
imagination have been supposed a figure, of the twofold nature of Christ : 
the purity, solidity, impassableness of the one, encompassing, supporting, se- 
curing the fragility of the other, defending it at all points, and bestowing 
upon It a value, strength and duration which it possessed not before. 

Finally, the staves fitted to the rings, and perpetually in their place for the 
conveniency of motion, have been, with what propriety you will judge, con« 
strued into an emblem of the transitory nature of the whole dispensation, 
which looked continually forward to something better than itself; which for- 
ever warned the comers thereunto of their pilgrimage state, saying, ** Arise 
ye, and depart, for this is not your rest" And it is remarkable* that afier 
Israel was come to his rest in the land of promise, and the holy furniture of 
the tabernacle was lodged for perpetuity in the temple at Jerusalem, this 
memorial of motion and change still offered itself to view : the altar, the 
table, the ark, had the instrument of removing them always in its place, and, 
in concert with every part of the system of nature and providence, call upon 
men with a loud and distinct voice, saying, '^ Seek ye another country, that 
is an heavenly." But we proceed. 

The third and last piece of furniture in this solemn repository was '* the 
table of shew-bread," of the same materials with the altar, but of different 
dimensions, two cubits in length, by one of breadth, and one and a half in 
height : and, like it, furnished with staves fitted to four rings for the purpose 
of conveyance. Its use was to hold the shew-bread, consisting of twelve 
cakes, according to the number of the twelve tribes, of the finest flour, pre- 
pared according to a special prescription, in two piles of six each, to be 
renewed every sabbath day, and that which was removed to become the prop- 
erty of, and to be eaten in the holy place by the priests, the sons of Levi, whe 

i»Matt.Tiii.ll. 
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miBisteredst the altar. Now upon the very first sight of it, this ordinance, 
besides those circumstances which it possessed in common with others, seems 
designed to be a perpetual acknowledgement, on the part of man, of the care 
and kindness of a gracious Providence, which gives to men the rich enjoy* 
nent of the principal support of human life, bread, and with it, all the infe« 
riour accommodations and comforts which render it desirable. It was, on the 
other hand, the security and pledge which God vouchsafed to give to his 
church and people, that bread should continually be given them : that while 
Israel owned and acknowledged Qod in the way of piety and devotedness to his 
service, he would own and acknowledge them, by an unwearied and effectual 
attention to their necessary demands and reasonable wishes. 

A common table is the badge of familiarity and friendship, is the sweetest 
emblem of domestic union and happiness ; of paternal concern, of filial ten- 
derness, of brotherly love. 

The ^* sh^w-bread" was appropriated to persoAs of a sacred profession, to 
sacred seasons, and a holy place ; unless when the greatness of the occasion 
TMiperseded.the strictness of the letter, and the lawof mercy took precedence of 
the law of sacrifice. O how much more extended the grace of the gospel ! Da- 
vid alone and his company, and that only once, on a necessitous occasion, was 
admitted to the privileges of a son of Levi, to a participation of the conse- 
crated bread ; but>* behold,'* says the great head of the christian church, *' I 
stand at the door, and knock : if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I 
will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me."* What an honour 
was it to these Levites to be received and treated as the guests of the great 
Jehovah ! But it is not once to be compared with the unspeakable felicity and 
honour of receiving and entertaining the King of glory. And such felicity 
is the portion of the meanest of the saints : thus shall it be done to the man, 
however poor or despised among his equals, whom He by whom kings reign 
delighteth to honour : for *^ behold the tabernacle of God is with men."t 
The twelve tribes, represented by so many cakes of bread, presented without 
ceasing before God in the holy place, were without ceasing admonished of 
their common relation to one another, and their constant security under their 
heavenly Father's watchful eye, and the shelter of his expanded wings* 
*^ Can a woman forget her sucking-child, that she should not have com* 
passion on the son of her womb ? yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget 
thee."J 

The renewal of the cakes every returning sabbath, different yet the same, 
removed yet remaining, the old applied to one use, the new to another, may 
not unfitly represent that bread of life which eur heavenly Father's love has 
provided for the fare of our christian sabbaths— the very food which our fore- 
fiithers lived upon ; not another gospel, but that which was fi*om the be* 
ginning ; but served up for our use, by men possessed of different gifts, ** ac* 
cording as God hath distributed to every man the proportion of faith :" and it 
is the happiness and the praise of every scribe who ** is instructed unto the 
kingdom of heaven, to be like unto a man that is an householder, which 
bringeth forth out of his treasure things new and old."§ 

Once more, might not this uble of the Lord, perpetually covered, perpett 
nally furnished, be intended as a fignre of that table, which the eternal wis* 
dora of the Father has prepared and provided with *' the bread which came 
down from heaven, to give life to the world V* And firom thence, by an easy 
and natural transition, the eye ascends to our Father's house above, in which 
*' there are many mansions," and where ** there is bread enough and to spare ;" 
and O how happy is tbat man who ** shall eat bread in the kuigdom of God.'' 

•Rev. ill. 20. tltev.»^3. |l».]«|ix.U/ fMaU.«y».^ 
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Sach WIS the holy place and Hs farniture ; the oses to which it was applied, 
and the spiritual objects which it presents to our view. 

With reverence we draw nigh to the last solemn recess of this tenerable 
structure, called *' the ark," by way of eminence and distinction ; sometimes, 
" the ark of the covenant ;" the ark of the " testimony ;" the ark of " his 
strength ;" the ark *^ whose name is called by the name of the God of Israel." 
We shall pass by those circumstances which were in common to it, with the 
other implements of the worldly sanctuary, the holy places made with hands; 
and |)oint out a few of those which were peculiar to itself, it was a close 
chest of two cubits and a half long, one and a half broad, and one and a half 
in height : of the self>8ame mater iaJs with the rest. The covering was de* 
nominated the mercy-seat ; from the two ends of which arose two figures of 
oherubims, of beaten or solid gold with their faces turned, and their wings 
extended towards each other : looking down together towards the mercy-seat 
and concealing it from the eye. For any one to touch this with so much as a 
finger, or to presume to look into it, except those who were divinely appointed 
fer the purpose, was instant and certain death, as the dreadful punishment of 
Uzzah and of the men of Bethshemesh awfully evinced. Its contents were the 
two tables of testimony, the golden pot with manna, the memorial of Israel's 
miracuidus supply in the wilderness, and Aaron's rod that budded. Its prin- 
cipal use was to point out a way in the pathless wilderness for Israel to march 
in. From between the chernbims the divine oracles were delivered, at first 
tb Moses by a voice ; for God conversed with him as a man with his friend ; 
ind afterwards to the high priest, who consulted by Urim and Thummim, 
which is supposed to have been a supernatural declaration of the divine will, 
by means of rays of glory darted from the most holy place, upon the breast- 
plate which was studded with twelve gems. But the nature and manner of 
this consultation and response, now are, and likely to remain so, a secret to 
mankind. 

Besides marking oot the way, and directing the several encampments in 
the wilderness, we shall meet in the course of this history with a special in* 
terposition of it in many noted particular cases. By it the waters of Jordan 
were divided asunder, and opened a passage for Israel into the promised land. 
Before it the proud walls of Jericho were levelled with the ground, afler hav- 
ing been encompassed by it for seven days : its presence confounded Dagon, 
and plagued the Philistines. Treated with respect, or approached carel^sly 
and presumptuously, it became a protection and a source of blessing to one 
ftmily ; a terror and a curse to another. The king of Israel reckon^ it the 
glory of his house, and the protection of his kingdom ; and had it conveyed 
with all suitable solemnity to the place prepared for it. And, finally, it com- 
pleted the splendour and magnificence of the sacred edifice on Mount Zion, 
the joy and wonder of the whole earth. And the divine presence, of which 
H was the symbol, constitutes the safely, strength and happiness of^ every Hv» 
ing temple which the Holy Ghost hath reared. Let my heart, O God, be an 
altar, from whence the sweet incense of gratitude, love and praise may con- 
tinually ascend. ** Arise, O Lord, into this thy rest ; thou and the ark of thy 
strength. Let thy priest be clothed with righteousness ; let me with ail thf 
saints shout for joy. Turn not away the face of thine anointed." 

The conjectures of the learned on the subject of the cherubim, are vartom, 
many of them fiinciful, and for the most part unsatisfactory. The most ob^ 
vious and most generally received opinion is, that they were emblematical 
represenutions of thii angelic or heavenly host : and the attribntes here as- 
signed to them, their attitude, and their employment in the tabernacle service, 
correspond exactly to tde idea given as in other parts i^ scripture of those 
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flasiiiig miBisiers who tUnd eontiDoaUy before Qod, wftcofe hk plQMare» 
adore bis divine perfectiooB, oiinister to the heirs of salvation. 

The ark ouiy be considered as the throne of God. The cherubim encom- 
passed that throne, as the attendants in earthly courts surround the throne 
and person of their prince. This is the precise idea suggested by the prophel 
Isaiah, of the nature and office of these blessed spirits, in the sixth chapter 
of his prophesy. ** In the year that king Uxziah died, I saw also the Lord 
sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple* 
Above It stood the serapbims ; each one had six winga ; with twain he cov- 
ered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly. 
And one cried unto another and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts, 
the whole earth is full of his glory.*'* Thus also Daniel represents the same 
glorious object ; *' The Ancient of days did sit, whose garment was while 
as snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool : his throne was like the 
fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire. A fiery stream issued and came 
forth from before him ; thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten 
thousand times ten thousand stood before him."t Micah saw in vision, '* tho 
Eternal sitting upon his throne, and all the host of heaven standing before 
him, and on the right hand and the left." '* The chariots of God,'* says the 
psalmist, ''are twenty thousand, even thousands of angels: the Lord is 
among them as in Sinai, in the holy place. "j: And in several other passages 
he addresses the Deity as sitting and dwelling among the cherubim.^ 

The cherubim had their faces turned one toward another. This might be 
intended to represent the perfect union of sentiment and cooperation which 
subsists among these sons of light. In other places of scripture^ we heai 
their voices in concert, raising one song of praise, as in the passage just now 
quoted from Isaiah, and Revelations, chapter fourth : '* They rest not day 
and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy Lord God Almighty, which was, and is^ 
and is to oome«"|| " Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, and honour, 
and power : for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and 
were created.'*^ These glorious beings, differing in d^ee, infinite in num* 
ber, have nevertheless but one heart, one desire, one will, one aim, — to praise 
wmd servo Him who is the author of their being, and the source of all their 
haf»p4aes& 

The cherubim are represented as furnished with wings. This denotes the 
alacrity, promptitude and instantaneousness with which angels obey the divine 
will. Thus, the angel who appeared to Zacbarias at the hour of incense, 
** 1 am Gabriel, that stand in the presence of God ;" and hence, elsewhere, in 
acripture, the activity of angels is compared to the vek^city of the wind, and 
the rapid, irresistible force of fire. '' He rode upon a cherub, and did fly ; 
yea he did fly upon the wings of the wind." *' He maketh Jiis angels spirits ; 
his ministers a flaming fire." «' Bless the Lord, ye his angels, that excel in 
strength, that do his commandments, hearkening unto the voice of his word* 
Bless ye the Lord, all ye his hosts ; ye ministers of his, that do his pleasure."** 

Once more ; the fiices of the cherubim were not only turned one to another, 
but bended tog^her toward the mercy-seat, and their looks were attentively 
fixed upon the ark. This expresses the holy admiration, with which angels 
are filled, of those mysteries of redemption which the ark prefigured. To 
this remarkable circumsUnce the apostle Peter alludes in his first epistle, 
when speaking of salvation through '' the sufferings of Christ, and the glorv 
that should follow," he adds, '' which things the angels desire to look into.^' 
The words literally translated import, '' which things, angels stoop down to 

n.l— 3. tDaB.vii.9,10. t Pialm lx?iii. 17. ^Ptalm Ixk.!. Psalinxcix. I. 
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eoQtomplate.*' It comeTS a beautifbl and striking idea of the gospel diapen- 
MtioQ. Angels are exalted to the height of glory and felicity. They behold 
Qod faee to face, and drink of the river of pleasure at its very source. They 
•ee his uncreated splendour shining before their eyes. They see his good- 
ness in the blessings which they enjoy. They see his justice in the punish- 
ment of angels " which left their first estate.'* They see his wisdom in the 
S»fernroent of this vast universe. In a word, erery thing that is cabbie of 
ling the enlarged comprehension, of satisfying the inquiring spirit, is set 
before these pure and exalted intelligences. Nevertheless, amidst so many 
objects of wonder and delight, in the midst of all this felicity and glory, angels 
desire to be more and more acquainted with ** the things which bek>ng to our 
peace." They discover a God rich in mercy to men upon earth, as wonder- 
ful, as incomprehensible as a Ood abundant in loving kindness to angels in 
heaven : and forgetting, if it be lawful to say so, the lustre and happiness of 
the church triumphant, descend and mingle with the church militant, and 
find fuel to divine love, find materials for pleasing, advancing, endless investi- 
gation, in the work of redemption of Jesus Christ. ** These things the an- 
gels,** firoro the heights of heaven, *' bend down*' with humble earnestness, 
with holy desire ^ to look into." 

I conclude with quoting a passage of the Rabbi Maimonides* on the sub- 
ject «* God commanded Moses," says he, '* to make two cherubim, in order 
to impress upon the human mind the doctrine of the existence of ang^s. 
Had there been but one cherub placed over the mercy-seat, the Israelites 
night have fallen into a griev6us error, they might have imagined, with idola- 
trous nations, that it was the image of God himself, which they were required 
to worship under that form. Or they might have been led to believe, on the 
other hand, that there was but one angel. But the command given to make 
two cherubim, joined to this declaration, O Israel^ the Lord your Chd is one 
Jehovah, settles both articles beyond the power of disputation. It proves that 
there is an angelic order, and that it consists of more than one : it prevents 
our confounding the idea of God with that of angels ; seeing there is but one 
Ood who creat^ the cherubim, and created more than one." 

— In this sacred repository were laid up, for perpetual preservation, the 
awful monuments of the Sinai covenant, of the church established in the 
wilc^ness ; the memorials of mercies past, the pledges of good things to 
Goi|>e — ** the tables of the covenant," the incorruptible manna, and Aaron's 
rod that budded : signifying to all future generations, the permanency and 
immutability of the divine law, the unremitting care and attention of the di- 
Tine providence, the dignity and stability of the Levitical priesthood. But 
the whole economy, and every instrument of it, in process of time passed 
away. All was at length carried to Babylon. But the dissolution of the em- 
pire which dared to violate their sacredness, was involved in their violation 
and dissolution. Read the history of it, Dan. v.t ** Belshazzar the king 
made a great feast to a thousand of his lords, and drank wine before the thou- 
sand. Belshazzar whiles he tasted the wine, commanded to bring the golden 
and silver vessels, which his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the tem- 
ple which was in Jerusalem, that the king and his princes, his wives and his 
concubines might drink therein. Then they brought the golden vessels that 
were taken out of the temple of the house of God, which was at Jerusalem ; 
and the king and his princes, his wives and his concubines drank in them. 
They drunk wine, and praised the gods of gold, and silver, of brass, of iron, 
of wood, and of stone. In the same hour came forth fingers of a man's hand, 
and wrote over against the candlestick upon the plaister of the wall of th% 
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king's palace ; and tbe king saw part of the hand that wrote. Then the king's 
countenance was changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so that the joints of 
his loins were loosed, and his knees sBK>te one against another." Read the 
writing, with the interpretation of it. *' This is the writing that was written, 
MENE MENE, TEKEL UPHARSIN. This is the interpretation of the 
thing ; MENE, God hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it. TEKEL, 
thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting. PERES, thy king- 
dom is divided, and given to the Medes and Periians."* Read the issue. 
** In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans riain. And Darius 
the Median took the kingdom.'*t 

Such was the wonder&l structure erected to the honour of Ood, and by his 
special direction, in the wilderness of Sinai. It was begun and perfected 
within the compass of little more than six months. Every thing was execut- 
ed according to the pattern shewed to Moses in the mount. At length it was 
set up in all its splendour, with a mixture of holy joy and godly fear : and the 
divine Inhabitant took solemn possession in the eyes of all IsraeL '' A cloud 
covered the tent of the congregation, and the glory of the Lewd filled the 
tabernacle." 

** Now of the things which we have spoken, this is the sum : we have such 
an High Priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in 
the heaVens ; a minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle which 
the Lord pitched, and not man. Who hath obtained a more excellent minis- 
try, by how much also he is the Mediator of a better covenant, which was 
established upon better promises. In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath 
made the first old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth old, is ready to 
vanish away."| 



*Dan. V. 25~». f l>an. v. 30, 81. t H«b. riu. 1, 2, 6, 13. 
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L.ECTURE IX. 

NUMBERS XX. », «4, «5, J6, J7, «, ». 




AAdtlMliOidipiJm«iilollaMiaiidAaiwioMoaBlH«r,bytli#coMl«rU^ wijng, 

Aaron sbi 

unto the < 
AaroD i 

there. And Moses did as the Lord commanded : and they went up into Mount Iflor, in the sight cif 
aO the confregatloB And Motes stripped Aaron of his rBrmeott, andput them opon Eleazer hh 
•OM : and Aanm died tbera in the top of the mouat. Aod Motet aad EleaMr came dowa Irm the 
mount. And when all the congregation saw that Aaron was dead, they moamed for Aaron tbir^ 
days, even all the bouse of larael. 

The li?e8 of oKMit men, from the womb to the grave, pus away unobeerTed, 
unregarded, uiikoo;vn. When their courae ki finished, the whole history of 
it shrinks into two little articles ; on such a day they were born, and after ao 
many days they died. Of those who emerge out of the general obscurity, 
some begin their public career at an advan^ period of life, and of coarse ii 
consists of a few shining, interesting, important events, and is confined wkh- 
in the compass of a very few fleeting years. While the progress of a little 
•elected band, whom wi indulgent Providence has vouchsafed signally to do- 
bilitate, and whom the historic pencil is fend to delineate, is distinguished 
from the cradle to the tomb, by an uninterrupted series of aplendid incideots, 
exemplary virtues, and brilliant actions^ 

The characters of men are mixed like their fortunes. The most perfect 
instruction, for the generality of mankind, which history furnishes, is perhaps 
supplied from the exhibition of mixed, that is, of imperfect characters. Un» 
varying scenes of fraud, violence and blood ; the representation of undeviat- 
ing, unrelenting, unblushing profligacy, must, of necessity, create disgust, or 
diminish the horror of vice. The real annals of mankind present no model 
of pure and perfect virtue, but one : and fi'om its singularity, it cannot, in all 
respects, serve as a pattern for imitation. We contemplate ii at an awful dis- 
tance ; we feel ourselves every moment condemned by it : we turn firom the 
divine excellency, which covers our faces with shame, and casts us down to 
the groimd, toward the mercy which has sealed our pardon, and the grace 
which raises us up again. 

The fenciful representations of perfect virtue, which are supplied from the 
stores of fiction, can but amuse at most ; edify they cannot. They want 
truth, they want nature, they come not home to the bosoms of ordinary menu 
I might more easily ape the state of a king, than imitate the affectedly sub- 
lime virtue of the heroes of romance. Many of the persons whose profes- 



Digitized by 



Google 



Lbct. IX. HlSTOllY OF AAROIfl OS 

«k>n it is to retail those ideal Tirtuea, are notoriously among the most aban« 
doned and profligate of oar race. Those examples, therefore, are to be con- 
sidered as the most useful, as 1 flatter myself they are more fi-equent, which 
exhibit a mixture in which goodness predominates, and finally prevails ; in 
which virtue is seen wading through difficulties, struggling with temptation, 
recovering from error, gathering strength from weakness, learnmg wisdom 
from experience, sustaining itself by dependence upon Ood ; seeking refuge 
from its own frailty and imperfection in divine compassion, and crowned, at 
length, with victory over all opposition, and the smiles of approving Heaven. 

Of this sort, is the history and character which the pen of inspiration, 
which the pencil of a brother has drawn for the instruction of this evening. 

Aaron, the first high priest of the Hebrew nation, and the only brother of 
Moses, their celebrated legislator, was born in the year of the world two 
thousand three hundred and seventy : before Christ one thousand si^ hundred 
and thirty-four : and before the birth of his brother three years. Ilis proba* 
ble he came into the world before the edict of the king of Egypt was pub- 
lished, which commanded all the Israelitish male children to be put to death. 
For that edict seems to have been directed by a special interposition of Prov- 
idence, precisely to mark, and eminently to signalize, the first appearance of 
the great prophet of the Jews. Exposed to no special danger of infkncy, the 
subject of lio interesting memoir in early life, distinguished by no memorable 
talents or exploits in manhood, we see him far declined into the vale of years 
before we see him at all ; and, for all our knowledge of him, earlier or later, 
we are indebted to the labours of his younger brother. Another, among a 
cloud of witnesses, to prove that the birthright of nature, and the destination 
of Providence, are intended to confer distinctions of a very diflerent kind. 
Moses has shone forty years in the court of Pharaoh, has formed an alliance by 
marriage with a foreign prince, and cultivated the virtues, and prosecuted the 
employments of private life for forty years more, before his elder brother is 
heard of. And when he is at length brought upon the scene, at the advanced 
age of eighty-three, it is to occupy an inferiour department to his brother, and 
the elder is yet again designed to serve the younger. 

His first introcluction, however, to our acquaintance, places him in a most 
interesting, respectable, and honourable point of view. We behold a venera- 
ble man, fourscore and upwards, agitated with public cares, and moved with 
firatemal tenderness and affection, on his way through the wilderness, in quest 
of his long absent brother. In these our days of speedy conveyance and 
communication from pole to pole, firom the east to west, by land, by water, 
through the air, we can form but a slender idea of the anxiety of friends, 
removed but a few leagues distance from one another, and their consequent 
ignorance of each other's situation. Proportionally sweet must have been 
the delight of meeting together, after long separation. Scripture has describe 
ed this, as it does every thing else, in its own inimitable manner. *' Aaron 
thy brother, behold he cometh forth to meet thee : and when be seeth thee, 
he will be glad in his heart."* Behold the interview of two brothers, not the 
result of previous concert, not the effect of human sagacity, not the fortuit- 
ous coincidence of blind, blundering, accidental circumstances ; but planned 
and conducted of Heaven, and effected by Him, '* who worketh all things 
.after the counsel of his will," and for a great and noi»le purpose. 

The occasion of Aaron's first appearance in the sacred drama, is not less 
siemorable. Moses having received the divine commission to proceed to the 
Miverance of his nation ^m Egyptian bondage, repeatedly excuses himself 
firom undertaking that honourable employment, particularly on the footing of 

• fixodttsiv.t4. 
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his deficiency in tbe aits of eloqaence and pefsuasien. Did this arise fipom 
tiinidity io Moses ? was it a false modesty and humility T or did he indeed 
labour uuder a defect of this kind ? If the last, can we avoid reflecting on 
the wonderful equality with which nature distributes her gifts 1 In concep- 
tion who so sublime, in composition who so elegant, in narration who so sim- 
51e, in written language who so perspicuous, so forcible, so impressive as 
loses ? Can it be true, then, what he says of himself* *' O, my Lord, 1 am 
not eloquent, neither heretofore nor since thou hast spqken unto thy servant : 
but I am slow of speech, and of a slow tongue."* Who is so favoured of 
nature and Providence, as to possess every talent, every blessing 1 Who &> 
hardly dealt with, as to be left destitute of alii The praise of eloquence 
certainly belongs to Aaron ; for it is bestowed by him, who is best able to es- 
timate his own gifts. '* Is not Aaron the Levite thy brother 1 I know thai 
be can speak well.^'f But O how diflerent the nature, the importance, the 
efiect, the duration of one talent compared to another ! The tongue which 
overawed Pharaoh, which astonished all Egypt, and charmed the listening ear 
of Israel, speedily became mute ; and of its powerful charm, not a single 
trace remains behind : while the productions of Moses's pen, exist and shall 
exist till nature expire, to instruct, delight, and bless mankind. 

The various instruments which heaven employs are ever suited to their 
seasons, occasions and ends. The interview between the brothers takes 
place according as infinite wisdom had contrived it ; and it behoved, on many 
accounts, to be a pleasant one. Two wise and good men, so nearly related, 
so fondly attached to each other, after a separation so tedious, to meet again in 
health, to confer together on matters of such high moment, to enter under the 
assured protection of Heaven, upon the noblest and most generous enterprize 
that can engage great and lofty spirits, the deliverance of their country ! 
What a field for the exercise of private friendship, of natural aflection, of 
public spirit ! On Aaron, according to the divine appointment, fell that most 
grateful of all tasks, to announce to the wretched the period of their misery, 
^ to proclaim liberty to the captives," the truth and faithfulness of God to the 
desponding and dejected, and the possession of Canaan to the slaves of 
Pharaoh. 

Eloquence has an enchanting power, even over those who have no interest 
in the subject of it. How potent, then, the enchantment of the heaven- 
taught eloquence of Aaron the Levite ! What grace must have been poured 
into his lips, when delivering the message of love from the great ^^ I AM," 
the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to their hapless offspring, assuring 
them, that the time to favour them was now come, that his covenant was sure 1 
With what ravished ears must the elders of Israel have listened to such tidings, 
flowing from such lips ! Happy Aaron, thus accomplished, thus commission- 
ed, thus prospered ! Happy people, thus remembered, thus addressed, thaa 
persuaded ! But wherefore envy his honour, or their happiness 1 A greater 
than Aaron is with us ; even He who says of himself, ** The Spirit of the 
Lord God is upon me, because the Lord hath anointed me to preach good 
tidings unto the meek ; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that 
are bound :"} We announce to you, that Jesus, ** in whom all fulness was 
pleased to dwell," whom admiring multitudes worshipped, saying, ** never 
roan spake like this man !" whose all-commanding voice checked the boister- 
ous elements, put demons to flight, and pierced the' ear of death. 

Christians, we come not to you with the ek>quence of an Aaron ; but we 
bear a message infinitely more imporUnt than hi8» Our " speech and preacli- 
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ing is Qot wMi eBtieiog words of man's wisdom :'*^ O that it ioiiight be ** ift 
demonstrattoD of the spirit, and of power t that your fiiith shoold not stand 
in the wisdom of men, bnt in the power of Qod/'t He proclaimed freedom 
from fetters of iron, and the oppression of an earthlj tyrant : we proclaim 
libertj from the bondage of sin ; from e?erlasting chains under darkness i 
from the cruel tyranny of the devil ; from ihie dregful cnrse of God's yiolated 
law, which arms Satan with his tremendous power, digs the ?ast recesses of 
the anfathomable abyss, and feeds the inextinguishaUe flame of the fiery lake. 
He published a covenant of a temporary effect, which conveyed temporal ad- 
vantages, which was dc^ged with hard and hazardous conditions^ which has 
passed away. We publish a covenant, ** ordered in all things and sure," 
whdse stability depends not on our fidelity, which possesses a commanding in^ 
fluence on eternity, which proposes everlasting benefits^ which makes pro- 
vision for human frailty, which outruns our utmost wishes, composes our 
justest apprehensions, transcends our highest hopes. The message of Aaroa 
issued in the prospect yet distant, of a land flowing with milk and honey, of a 
pure air, and a fruitful soil ; but infested with enemies, influenced by, and 
exposed to inclement seasons, and liable to forfeiture. But our preaching, 
men and brethren, looks beyond time, and the flaming boundaries of tfcus 
.great universe : it holds out the distant, but not uncertain, prospect of a ce- 
lestial paradise, stored with every delight that is suited to the nature of a ra- 
tional and immortal being : which is exposed to no hostile incursion, to no 
elementary strife ; and whose eternal possession is insured by the almighty 
power of God, and the purchase of a Saviour's blood. 

Aaron preached, alas ! to men who could not enter in because of unbelief, 
and the tongue itself which announced Canaan to others, was silenced before 
Jordan divided. Avert, merciful Father, avert the dreadful omen. Let not 
the preacher, let none of the hearers of this night, be missing in the day when 
then bringest home thy redeemed ones to thy heavenly rest 

— ^The events of Aaron's life are so blended with, and dependent npon 
those of his brother, that they cannot be separated. Many of them have ac- 
cordingly been already adverted to, and shall not therefore now be repeated, 
our intention being to select those passages of his history, which are more 
.personal and peculiar ; which more clearly mark a distinct character ; and 
which represent him invested with an office which was to be hereditary in his 
^imily, and typical of the unchangeable priesthood of the Son of God. 

In the conclusion of the sixth chapter, Moses interrupts the thread of his 
tiarration, to deliver the genealogy of the family of Levi ; a matter of no litr 
tie moment in the settlement of that political and religious economy, which 
God was about to erect for the better government of his people Israel, frovtk 
thb it appears, that Aaron and himself were in the fourth generation in a di- 
rect line, from I^vi, Jacob's third son ; being the sons of Amram, the eldest 
eon of Kohath, the second son of Levi. Hence, they are in the fifth genera^ 
tion from Jacob, in the sixth from Isaac, and the seventh from Abraham. It 
iarther appears, from this genealogical deduction, that Aaron had connected 
himself with the tribe of Judah, by marrying Elisheba, the daughter of Amina- 
dab, and sister to Naashon, who became soon afier the head of the prerogative 
tribe, the progenitor of its long succession of princes, and the root, according t# 
the flesh, of the promised Messiah. By her he had four sons, Nadab, Abihu, 
iBleazer and Ithamar. On all which I have only to observe, that as the mis- 
eries of Egytian bondage deterred not Aaron from entering into that state 
which Providence has established for improving the happiness and mitigating 
the sorrows of himian life, so the God in whom be trusted, rendered th& vir^ 
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tuous union prodacti?e of a race of high priests to minister unto the Lord, 
and to support the honours of their father's name and office, to the latest ages 
of the Jewish commonweahh. 

With what care has Providence watched over, and pieserved entire, the 
rojal and sacerdotal line, till the great purposes of Heaven were accomplish- 
ed, till the descent of the promis^ seed was ascertained t From that period 
genealogy was, as^t were, broken into ten thonsand fragments, the connexioii 
and succession of (kmiltes were blotted out, as a thing of nought : and a new 
family was established on different principles, in endless succession, all claim- 
ing and holding of this ^ first born among many brethren.*' 

As Aaron is represented in the possession of the most pleasing powers of 
speech, to soothe the woes of Israel, so we see him armed with a tongue, 
$harp as a twoedged sword, to smite and to break the pride of Pharaoh and 
of Egypt ; and bearing a potent rod, endued with power to deliver or lo de- 
stroy. And in this the world is taught to respect, to revere the weakest, 
meanest, most contemptible weapon, which the hand of Jehovah voucbsa^ 
to use. Its virtue Nes not in itself, but in the arm that wields it. Through 
the whole of the astonishing transactions which follow, we find an eiract order 
and method observed. Aaron uses not the rod at his own discretion, neither 
does God communicate his pleasure immediately to him ; but the Lord gives 
the word to Moses, who delivers it to Aaron, who follows the instructions giv- 
en hrm. And thus, by an example of the highest authority, we are instructed, 
m obedience to an injunction given long after under another dispensation, 
** that all things be done decently and in order.*' 

The next memorable event of Aaron's life, after assisting in the plagoes of 
Egypt and the consequent deliverance of Israel, is his contributing to the de- 
feat of Amaiek, by aiding Hur in supporting the weary hands of Moses his 
brother upon the mount. To the observations already made on this part of 
thov history, I have only to repeat and to nrge upon your minds the reflection 
of the Psalmist, *' Behold how good a thing it is," in every point of view^ 
••and how pleasant, for brethren to dwell together in unity !"• By concord 
the weakest powers grow and stand : through disunion the strongest are dis- 
solved and fall. 

Aaron and his two eldest sons, with seventy of the elders of Israel, by di- 
vine appointment, accompanied M'>ses to the lower region of Mount Sinai, 
when he went up to meet God, in order to receive the civil and religious con- 
stitution of the state : and with them, as the federal heads and representatives 
of the nation, the polhical union and covenant were ratified and confirmed. 
And this brings as forward to the eventful period of Aaron's history, his 
solemn destination to the office of priesthood, his preparation for it, and fais 
investiture in it. 

The appointment was of Heaven ; for «* no man taketh this honour unto 
himself, but he that is called of God, as was Aaron :"t and even a king, in 
later times, who presumed to thrust himself into the priest's office, paid the 
price of his rashness, by a leprosy which cleaved to him till the day of his 
death.f •t Take thou,** says the great Source of all honour and authority, 
«* take thou unto thee Aaron thy brother, and his sons with him, from among 
the children of Israel, that he may minister unto me in the priest's office, 
even Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazer and Ithamar, Aaron's sons."§ It 
has been objected to Moses, as a proof of a selfish and worldly spirit, that he 
employed his authority, to perpetuate a station of the first dignity and emolu- 
ment, in his own tribe and family, by the appointment of Aaron to the priest- 
hood, and by the entail of it upon his posterity forever. But surely the ob- 
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jector« must have atudied the ca^e very superficiaUy. The priesthood, thoQgh 
of high dignity, possessed very slender emoluments, and still less authority. 
It subjected the possessor of it to much painful attendance, to much latNurioue 
and much unpleasant service, considered as a mere secular employment. It 
was a post, if of distinguished honour, so of high responsibility. But «up«^ 
posing it were as lucrative and honourable as it is allej[ed, why did not Moses 
assume it to himself? Why did he pass by his own sonsi Why not secure 
the reversion, at least, for his own children and their heirs 1 When a man 
has immediate descendants of his own body, he is seldom solicitous about the 
aggrandisement of more distant relations, especially to the prejudice of his 
own children. The conduct of Moses, therefore, in the disposal of this 
high office, on the supposition that he had a choice in the matter, is 
the reverse of selfish ; it is generous and disinterested to the last de« 
gree. The dignity of magistracy is, in his own life-time, communicat* 
ed with Joshua; and, at his death, is wholly transferred to him. Ihe 
office of high priest is conferred upon Aaron, and made perpetual to his 
branch of the family ; while the sons and descendants of Moses sink into the 
rank of private citizens, without the stipulation of so muoh as a foot of land, 
extraordinary, in Canaan, in consideration of their father's eminent services. 
Does this look like avarice and ambition ? But the truth is, Moses had no 
choice at all in the case, and presumed to exercise none. God bad declared 
bis will, and that was sufficient to him, and will be so to every good man. 

If we attend to some lines in the character, and some steps in tbe conduct 
of Aaron, we shall find more just reason of surprise at his appointment to 
this sacred office. We behold him, at the irery era of his appointment, an 
abettor of idolatry, and even after his instalment in it, we find him meanly 
and wickedly envying the distinction which was put upon his meek and gen- 
tle brother, and, with his sister Miriam, heading a revolt from his just author- 
ity. But, alas ! were perfect men only to minister before God, the altar must 
soon be deserted. Were not sinful men to be addressed by sinful men, the 
world must speedily be destitute of preachers. '* But we have this treasure 
jn earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not 
of us.''* The design of Providence, from the beginning, seems to have 
been, to convince the world that in every hand his work must prosper ; that 
if he interpose, all instruments, the most inadequate, must prove powerful, 
and shall succeed. 

A few remarks on the particulars of Aaron's sacred dress, the services in 
which he was employed, his solemn consecration to the performance of them, 
and the subsequent events of his life up to the age of one hundred and twenty- 
two, together with a cursory view of his typical importance, as the figure of 
the great High Priest of our profession, shall, with divine permission, furnish 
the subject of the next Lecture. — We conclude the present with earnestly 
exhorting you, 

— To be instructed by the history of Aaron to begin to live betimes : if not 
to public observation, utility and importance, at least to the purposes of piety, 
and to the duties and, virtues of the private man and of the citizen. He lived 
long in obscurity, before he arose into distinction, and was nurtured in the 
scli^l of affliction, for station and eminence. And it is generally found that 
those persons fill high and difficult situations most respectably, who arrive at 
them through painful study, many obstacles and much opposition. It was 
late, very late in life with him, before he began to appear on the great theatre : 
let none be thereby deluded into the vain, deceitful hope of living long. The 
instances of a longevity so vigorous, and so extended, and so distingubhed, 
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are too TAre to eneoorage any one to trifle with the season of inipro?ement, 
to neglect the present hour, to presume on a distant, uncertain futurity. Old 
age, should you be one of the few who attain it, never can be supported with 
dignity, nor enjoyed in comfort, if youth be wasted in dissipation, or permit- 
led to rust in ignorance. In order to possess the vivacity and soundness of 
youth, under the pressure of years, a portion of the reflection, steadiness and 
composure of age, must be called in, to temper and direct the pursuits and 
enjoyments of early life. 

— ^It is natural to be dazzled with the display of shining talents, and to envy 
the possessor of them. But these, also, are the portion of only a favoured 
few. The eloquence of an Aaron is, perhaps, more rarely to be found, than 
a man of a hundred and twenty-two years old. Covet, then, and cultivate 
the virtues which are i^ttainable by all, and are in, themselves infinitely more 
valuable than the gifts which are bestowed more sparingly, which do not al- 
ways prove a blessing to their owner, and are not always accompanied with 
true goodness, which alone is in the sight of God of great price. Has an in- 
dulgent Providence, however, distinguished you by those rarer accomplish- 
ments, which lead to lame, to honour, to usefulness T Bee that you bury them 
not, pervert them not, abuse them not. Ability, unsupported by worth, by 
moral excellence, only renders a man more odious and contemptible, as weU 
as more dangerous, more mischievous and criminal. He is responsible both 
to God and man, fbr the use or abuse of his superiour powers : and to be am^ 
$picuousfy criminal and wretched, is a dreadful aggravation of guilt and mis* 
try. *" Covet earnestly the best gifls :'' and yet it were easy to shew unto you 
(* f^ Piore excellent way." If you know it, happy are you if you pursue it. 
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And the Lord spake unto Motes and Aaron in Mount Hor, by the coast of the land of Edom, saying, 
Aaron shall be gathered unto bis people : for he shall not enter into the land which 1 have rjvan 
unto the children of Israel, because ye rebelled against my word at the water of Meribah. Take 
Aaron and Eleazer his son, and bring them up unio Mount Hor : and strip Aaron of his garments, 
and put them upon Eleazer his son : and Aaron shall be gathered unto his people, and shall die 
there. And Moses did as the Lord commanded : and they went up into Mount Hor, in the sight of 
all the conurbation. And Moses stripped Aaron of his garments, and put them upon Eleazer his 
son : and Aaron died there in the top of the mount. And Moses and Eleazer came down from the 
mount. And when all the congregation saw that Aaron was dead, they moomed for Aaron thirty 
days, even all the house of Israel. 

What subject so interesting to man as his intercourse with God, his Crear 
tor, Preserver, and Judge 1 And yet on no subject have men fallen into 
wilder and more dangerous mistakes. A mad and bold enthusiasm has at 
one time elevated rash and presumptuous spirits to the level of Deity ; and 
the grossest terms of human familiarity have been employed, in addressing that 
infinitely holy and glorious Being, in whose presence augels veil their faces. 
A timid and grovelling superstition, on the contrary, has barred to others all 
access to God ; and an affected, over-refined devotion has subverted the inter- 
ests of true piety. The love of this world has encroached upon, and extin- 
guished the spirit of religion ; and a misguided, ill-informed religion has at- 
tempted to detach some men from the duties and employments of life. 

Men, ever in extremes, have either banished God entirely from their 
thoughts, or affected a higher degree of reverence for his service, by an avow- 
ed neglect of some of the more obvious and more important dictates of his 
will. Could they but be persuaded to take the holy scriptures for the rule of 
their conduct in all things, many of these practical errors might be prevented. 
They would thence be instructed to draw nigh to a holy and righteous God 
with reverence and confidence, as children to a father ; and to rejoice before 
a merciful and compassionate Saviour with fear and trembling. While the 
eye of a guilty conscience beheld ** cherubims and a fiaming sword turning 
every way, to keep the way of the tree of life," the eye of faith would dis- 
cern " a new and living way which he hath consecrated for us, through the 
▼ail, that is to say, his flesh,'** 

The whole of divine revelation, and indeed it is the chief end of revela- 
tion, represents the great Jehovah as accessible to the guilty and the misera- 
|b)e; but accessible only in a method, and by means of his own appointment. 
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To the vilest, meanest, most wretched of maDkind there is hope towards God. 
through Christ Jesus the Lord ; but to the purest and most perfect of our 
fallen race, ** there is not sanation in any other : for there is none other name 
under heaven, given among meti, wtiereby we must be saved."* Ail the 
stores of divine grace are laid open, all the energy of di\ine eloquence is em- 
ployed, to assure and encourage the bumble. *' The Lord, the Lord God, 
merciful and gracious, longsuBering, and abundant in goodness and truth, 
keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity, and transgression and 8in,"t 
while one denunciation of justice serves to check and repel the impenitent 
and the proud, <* but who will by no means clear the guilty." 

The institution of the priesthood under the law, was an explicit end a 
standing declaration to the same purpose. It consisted of a succession of 
men, and of a service, ordained of God to be a perpetual memorial to man- 
kind of their apostacy and guilt, and of the means of pardon and reconcilia- 
tion : of their being by nature and wicked works afar off, but made nigh by 
the blood of atonement. 

Aaron, the first who was called to execute this high office, had already at- 
tained his eighty-fourth year, and of course had become venerable in the eyes 
of men by reason of age. He possessed an insinuating and commanding ad- 
dress ; he had acquired a high degree of estimation, from the honourable 
•hare that belonged to him, in effecting the deliverance from Egypt : and he 
was only brother to the illustrious and renowned legislator of Israel. But his 
noblest and most honourable distinction was his appointment and call from 
Heaven, to the discharge of the duties of this exalted station. The pen of 
inspiration, however, always faithful and true, represents him as a man liable 
to many infirmities. At the waters of Strife he was betrayed into anger, 
0elf-conceit and presumption ; in the matter of the golden calf, we find him 
chargeable with timidity and sinful compliance : he stands convicted of un- 
kindness and ingratitude to the best and roost affectionate of brothers ; of the 
most darinff irreverence and impiety towards God, and of dissimulation bor- 
dering on mlsehood. And even af^er his consecration to the priesthood, with 
ahame and sorrow we behold him wickedly giving in to the mean and con* 
temptible passions of envy and jealousy ; and, to heighten this base offence, 
the unoffending, unprovoking object of these passions, was his own nearest 
relation, and the man to whom he was indebted for all that eminence to which 
he was himself raised, and which he transmitted to his family. But with all 
these imperfections on his head, and many others, doubtless, of which it was 
not the business of this record to convey ihe memory to us, he was the man 
whom God was pleased to choose, to minister in the first rank at his alur, and 
to typify the High Priest who became us, " who is holy, harmless, undefiled 
and separate from sinners." 

As in every thing that related to the construction of the tabernacle and its 
sacred furniture, Moses was confined to a pattern shewn, and to directions 
given him in the mount, so also in all things that related to the dress, the ser- 
?ic€8 and the attendance of the high priest and his assistants. And yon will 
please to observe that Moses himself, having been called and consecrated in 
an extraordinary manner, was constituted the temporary high priest, to offi- 
ciate in the consecration of Aaron and his sons. They saw therefore the 
person of a mediator interposing between themselves and God. They saw an 
extraordinary priesthood, conjoined to legislative authority* residing in their 
brother, the man whom God chose, and from whom their honour ironaediately 
flowed ; they saw an image of the station they were henceforth to occupy, 
and the purposes which they were to fulfil towards the whde nation. Moses 

♦AeUiv, 12. ♦Bxod.xwiv.6,7. 



Digitized by 



Google 



LeCT. X, HISTORY OP AAROS. 71 

was brtween God and them, they were to be between God and the people. 
He offered sacrifice to make atonement for them, they were to offer sacrifice 
to make reconciliation for the sins of ail Israel. And in this we see a priest- 
hood more ancient and more honourable than that of Aaron, from which it 
derives its existence, dignity and use, and in which it is now absorbed. 

As nothing is unimportant on this subject, nothing but what has a signifi- 
cancy, though that significancy we are unable in every instance to discover, we 
find the sacred historian entering into a minute detail and description of the 
%cerdotal robes, in which, however, it is not our purpose to ibllow him, as 
we would rather suggest ideas than repeat words, aim at instruction rather 
than indulge in speculation, and without pretending to explain every thing, 
would aim at the praise of inculcating useful truth. 

The vestments ibr the priests are distinguished by the term holy : ^' Thou 
shalt make the holy garments for Aaron.'' — '' Thou shalt put upon Aaron the 
holy garments, and anoint him, and sanctify him ; that he may minister unto 
Eie in the priest's office."* Now this epithet must undoubtedly refer to the 
nature of that pure and perfect Being in whose worship they were employed ; 
to the sacredness of the character which was invested with them ; and to the 
spotless purity of Him, whose person was hereby prefigured, and whose sane- 
tity, independent of garments of such a texture and quality, consisted in a 
total fireedom from moral pollution, *' who did no sin, neither was guile found 
in his mouth." The vestments of the Israelitish high priest, however splen^ 
dk], could not but cover much weakness and imperfection. Like the dispen- 
sation which enjoined them, they had only *' a shadow of good thiogs to come^ 
and could never make the comers thereunto perfect." Bat even in a moral 
*nd religious view, surely they were not without their use. They were a 
constant and affectionate admonition from God to the persons who wore them ; 
saying, ** Be ye hdy for I am holy." They wore a constant and pathetic ad' 
monition to the people ; saying, *^ I will be sanctified in all them that draw nigh 
unto me." They are an everlasting admonition to the christian world, who 
are all kings and priests unto God, that the^; are called and engaged ^* to ho- 
liness in tfn manner of conversation." If times, and places, and dress, serve 
«s guards to virtue, if they preserve decency, and prevent vice, do they not 
answer a valuable and important purpose to mankind ? In perfect conformi'- 
ty to this idea, the loftiest and most conspicuous article of the higb priest's 
dress, was a plate of pure gold, affixed with a blue lace to the fore front of 
the mitre, having engraved upon it this remarkable inscription, in order to be 
seen and read of all men : *' Holiness to the Lord.^^ Thereby the wearer 
became " as a city that is set on a hill, which cannot be hid :"f and this 
bright memorial incessantly, though silently, proclaimed to the eye, to the 
heart, to the conscience, *^ a holy God, a holy service, a holy minister, a holy 
people, a holy covenant." 

We accordingly observe the strictest attention to external decorum run 
through the whole of this divine institution. The eye being one of the great 
avenues to the soul, guilt being the parent of shame, and the dispensations of 
the divine wiedom and mercy being adapted to the condition and character of 
men, as they are, depraved and degraded by sin, not as man was, pure and 
perfeot from the hand of his Creator, the heart and conscience must be ad- 
dressed through the senses. 

The next most observable and significant part of Aaron's dress, was the 
splendid breastplate, consisting of twelve several precious stones set in gold, 
inscribed with the names of the twelve tribes in their order : placed external- 
ly upon the seat of (he heart, to keep forever alive, a tender concern about 
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the whole Isfael of God, to remind Aaron and his sons (brever^ that they were 
elevated to this high station, not fi)r their own sakes merely, but to be a public 
benefit. It aimed at producing a most important effect on three different 
sorts of persons, and was well calculated for this purpose. It presented unto 
God, according to his own ordinance, a memorial of his covenant with Abrar- 
ham, Isaac and /acob, and cheir seed after them. It taught the high priest to 
consider the case of the people as his own, to regard them with impartial, un* 
<)ivided affection, to be watchfully attentive to their temporal, but especially 
to their spiritual concerns, to wrestle and make supplication in their behaH 
It inspired the people with affection and gratitude to the man, whose whol6 
life and labours were devoted to their service, who watched for their sools^ 
who had renounced an earthly portion among his brethren, and all the gaiofol 
walks of life, to be subservient to their best interests. It formed a most en- 
dearing bond of union between them who were administered unto, and theni 
who ministered. It formed a most endearing bond of union among the tribes 
themselves. Twelve gems of various complexions, set in two different frames, 
composed nevertheless but one breastplate ; so twelve tribes constituted but 
one congregation, one church, one Israel. The loss of any one must have 
marred and destroyed the whole ; tended to diminish its lustre, to impair its 
strength. It taught them to love as brethren the children of one father, the 
worshippers of one God. It inspired confidence in the care and protection of 
that God. They saw their representative bearing upon his heart, into the 
holy place, their names and their condition. They had the consolation of re^ 
fleeting that their memorial would ascend to heaven, with the sweet perfume 
of that incense which he daily burned upon the golden altar. And the whole 
looked forward to the day, to the officoi to the person, to the work of Him, of 
whom, and of whose body, the church, Isaiah thus speaks in prophetic vision : 
** But Zion said, The Lord hath forsaken me^ and my Lord hath forgotten 
me. Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have com- 
passion on the son of her womu t yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget 
thee. Behold I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands ; thr walls are 
continually before me :"* and who thus speaks of himself, *^ ThofA that thoa 
gavest me I have kept. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those 
whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as thou, Father, art in nie« 
and I in thee ; that they also may be one in us : that the world may believe 
that thou hast sent me. And the glory which thou gavest me I have given 
them ; that they may be one, even as we are one : I in them and tlKMi in 
' me, that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that 
thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me* Father, I 
will that they also whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am ; that 
they may behold my glory which thou hast given me : for thou lovedst me be- 
fore the foundation of the world ;*'t and of whom the apostle thus speaks^ 
*« Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God*s elect t It is God that jus- 
tifieth : who is he that condemnethi It is Christ that died, yea, rather tiMit 
is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intev- 
cession for us.**| Hence christians are united in still dearer bonds, animated 
with superiour confidence, secured by a firmer and more durable covenant* 
Hence christian ministers are encouraged with greater boldness, with more 
ardent importunity, with more assured hope of success, to draw nigh to tlie 
throne of grace, as for themselves, so for sinful and wretched creatures of 
every description. 

Under the gospel dispensation every hoar is the hour of incense, every be* 
liever a minister of the sanctuary, every individual, a name engvaven apon 
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the heart of the great *' Apottle and High Priest of oar professioo," and re« 
corded in ^* the Lamb's book of life, among the li?ing in Jerusalem." 

The other particulars of Aaron's official dress, we shall not now stop to 
commemorate ; partly because we hare not a distinct idea of them, and 
partly, because through such a thick cloud as time, change of manners, and 
the general disuse of the sacred language have interposed, it is difficult, if 
not impossible, to discover their meaning and import, with reference to the 
evangelical dispensation ; in which great part of the beauty, excellency and 
osefdness of the Mosaic economy consists. 

The ceremonies of Aaron's inauguration, were in a high degree solemn 
and august They were performed by Moses himself, in the most public 
manner. Aaron and his sons were conducted to the door of the tabernacle 
of the congregation, in the presence of a public assembly called for the pur- 
pose ; were stripped of their usual garments, and washed with water* He 
was then arrayed in the several p;lirts of the sacerdotal habit, in their order. 
The holy vessels of the sanctuary, and all its sacred utensils, were then, one 
after another, anointed with the holy oil of consecration ; and, last of all» 
Aaron himself, the living instrum^ \ of divine worship, was set apart to his 
momentous charge, by a copious sprinkling of the same sacred perfume. 
That the savour of this odourous compound must have been extremely grate- 
ful to the sense, is evident from the lofty terms in which David speaks of it, 
and the subject which he illustrates by it — ^' Behold, how good and how 
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity ! It is like the precious 
ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even AaronfeJ^eard ; 
ihat went down to the skirts of his garments."* 

The sons were then invested with their proper habits, and a threefold sa* 
erifice was performed : a bullock for a sin-offisring ; a ram for a bumt-oflfering : 
and a second, denominated the ram of consecration. Without going into a 
minute detail, or pretending to explain the ^)ecific difference, use, ai^ end of 
each, we observe in general, that, by the ceremony of the imposition of Aaron'tf 
hands and those of his sons upon the head of the victim, a solemn wish was 
expreaaed^ that their guilt might be transferred and imputed to the victim, and 
its blood accepted as a ransom for their forfeited lives. Here, then, was the 
innocent suffering for the guilty ; the substitute, not the criminal himself, 
bleeding and dying : so that the very form of their consecration taught the 
necessity of atonement, and pointed to Him whom ** it pleased the Lord to 
bruise, and to put him to grief; and who was wounded for our transgressions, 
was bruised for our iniquities : the chastisement of our peace was upon him ; 
«nd with his stripes we are healed."t 

The first of the three sacrifices, or the sinK>ffering, seems to have beetl in- 
tended as a public and explicit acknowledgement of guilt, and the expiation of 
it. The second, that is, the burnt-offering, was the token of the divine fa- 
voar towards them, and of his gracious acceptance of their persons and sevi- 
ces : and the third, the ram of consecration, part of which was eaten by the 
priests in the holy place, was the ratification of God's covenant of peace with 
them, and the emblem of perfect reconciliation and friendship ; sitting at on^ 
common table being the most express declaration of union and g(K)d will 
among men. God was pleased to exhibit a most unequivocal proof of his be- 
ing well pleased with the whole transaction ; for when every thing was ar- 
ranged according to the form prescribed in the mount, fire firom the Lord 
seized and consumed the burnt-offering on the altar. The sin-offering Moses 
burnt with material fire* without the camp : but the sacred flame from heaven 
laid hold of the sacrifice of pardcMi and acceptance. In vain do we look foi* 

* Plal. <ggciiji. 1, f. t Ini. Iwi. 5. 
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the mtrki of ^ace and hvwut horn abo?e ; ioaenaible omat we be to the g«- 
nia], penetrating flame of love, unless our repeotings be kindled to^tlm. 
When we have been enabled to do our duty, then may we warrantably expect 
that God will appear for us. 

It does not appear whether thii striking interposition had been preTiooiIy 
announced to the assembly, or whether it took them by surprise. In either 
ease, it must have made a deep impression on the mind of every beholder. 
Were they taught to expect it ? With what anxiety may we suppoae every 
eye bent on the altar and the sacrifice, waiting the eventful moment which 
was to evince that God was among them of a truth ; but in a way which 
should inspire reverence as well as joy. Did it overtake them nnawares! 
What sudden consternation, what alarming apprehensions ! The expression 
was perfectly natural in either case ; '* wluch, when all the people saw, they 
shouted, and fell on their faces.*'* 

Thus was the first high priest of the Hebrew nation inducted into bis 
office. Thus explicitly were laid down the principles, form, design and use 
of the most ancient civil and religious polity in the wold. While the first be- 
ginnings of religion and government, in every other nation under heaven, lie 
buried in darkness, confusion and contradiction : aided by light from heaven 
we can trace up to its very source, the origin of a nation the most singular in 
the annals of mankind ; raised out of an ancient pair, and *' them as good as 
dead ;" repeatedly threatened with utter extinction, during the first ages of 
their existence ; but miraculously preserved in the very jaws of destruction : 
formed for conquest, eminence and empire, in a desert ; raised, afler many 
struggles and revolutions, to a pitch of affluence and grandeur, unparalleled 
in history, and declining again as fast into contempt aiul obscurity : hot, even 
in contempt and obscurity, supported, preserved, fenced on every side — In 
captivity, undissolved ; in the wreck of empire maintained, upheld, rescued, 
restored ! At length, we behold them involved in one mighty ruin, driven 
from their capital and their country : their temple, the great bond of union, 
razed from the foundation : and themselves henceforward scattered among 
the nations, during a period of near two thousand years. And yet, by a 
strange and unaccountable interference of Providence, though hated, despised 
and persecuted of all men, and evidently under the displeasure of heaven, we 
behold them preserved from total annihilation and oblivion ; kept distinct 
from all men ; as much a separate people, as in the zenith of their glory, un- 
der the reign of David and Solomon ; the subjects, perhaps, of a revolution 
greater and more important than any they have already undergone : reserved, 
it may be, to be the last grand trophy of the Redeemer's triumph, the con- 
cluding evidence of the truth of Christianity, the final monument of the rich- 
es of free, sovereign grace ! And need we ask, who conducted all these 
movements, whose pleasure was fulfilled by all these events, whose glory 
shines in all these successive changes, in all these opening prospects t A 
voice from heaven replies, ** I the Lord, wonderful in counsel, and excellent 
in working ; wise in heart, and mighty in strength. I see the end from the 
beginning ; my counsel shall stand." 

;— When this great mystery shall be finished, the mighty chain extended, 
the connexion and dependence of link upon link discerned, hell shall be con- 
founded, the inhabitanu of the world astonished, angels rejoice, and the praise 
of God ascend from every tongue. 

The solemn service being over we may suppose Aaron and his fiunily retir- 
ing with the complacency of good minds, rejoicing in the honour put upon 
them, in the eyes of all Israel ; in the proqiect of a dignity higher than the 

* Levit. ix. 24. 
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pomp of kings, which was about to deseehd to their latest posterity : and, 
aboTe all, in that open declaration of the divine approbation, the celestial fire 
that consumed the &t of their sacrifice. But, alas! what condition of hu- 
manity admits of certain, unmixed, or lasting felicity t That useful, neoea« 
•ary, aWful element, which signally interposed to declare the choice of 
Heaven, speedily interposes to punish and to afflict that chosen family, and to 
serve as a warning forever, that *^ Qod will be sanctified in all them that draw 
nigh to him." 

The remaining incidents of the high priest's life, which we have on record, 
are but few in number, but they are instructive, and interesting, as we hope 
to make appear, if God shall be pleased to indulge us with another opportu- 
nitj of this kind. 

In reviewing the subject, we observe what it is that constitutes the perfect 
character of a priest of the most high Qod ; Holiness to the Lord on the 
forehead ; uppermost overlooking all, directing all ; and Israel resting upon 
the heart. 

The ministers of religion are, by their office and station, perpetually ad* 
monished to shun every appearance of what is mean, selfish or ungenerous. 
They are appointed of God to aid, instruct and comfort their fellow creatures ; 
to promote their best interests ; to cherish in them the best and noblest prin- 
ciples of their nature : and they are urged to perform^ this, by the highest 
considerations whieh the human mind can feel. Whatever be the dispensa- 
tion, the spirit of the office and the nature of the service are the same. They 
stand as mediators between God and men. They bear on their hearts the 
names, the infirmities, the wants, the distresses, the sorrows, the joys of the 
people ; and carry them with sympathy and affection to the throne of grace : 
and they return from thence bringing on their lips the *' answer of peace." 
They lose themselves in labours of love ; they sink every unworthy aim, 
every low pursuit, in seeking the glery of God, and the prosperity of the 
Israel of God. The minister who understands, feels and performs his duty is 
one of the roost exalted of tieings. 

Aaron and his sons were consecrated to the service of God, and of Uie con- 
gregation, by the sprinkling of hhod applied to the ear, the hand, the foot. 
Thus their whole faculties were claimed by their great Author, and were thus 
devoted to him : and the symbol of atonement became the seal of their dedi- 
cation. And thus every christian becomes a priest unto the most high God, 
redeemed by blood, set apart by the washing of regeneration and the renew- 
ing of the Holy Ghost. '* Wash me, Lord, and I shall be clean, sprinkle me, 
and I shall be whiter than snow :" ** Not my feet only, but also my hands 
and my head." " Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
his own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father ; 
to him t>e glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen."* 

** Every high priest taken from among men, is ordained for men in things 
pertaining to God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins : who 
can have compassion on the ignorant, and on them that are out of the way ; 
for that he himself also is compassed with infirmity :"t but ** if perfection 
were by the Levitical priesthood, (for under it the people received the law,) 
what further need was there, that another priest should rise ai\er the order of 
Melchixedec, and not be called afier the order of Aaron ?"j: *^ But Christ 
being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more per- 
fect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building ; 
neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood, he entered in 
once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us. For if 
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the Uood of bulb atnd of goats* and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the un- 
clean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh ; how much more shall the blood 
of Christ, who, through the eternal * Spirit, offered himself without spot to 
God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God ?"* 

The fire once kindled supernaturalljr by the celestial flame was to be kept 
alife by human care and attention. Miraculous interpositions of Providence 
lure not to be expected, as an indulgence to carelessness and sloth. He only 
who diligently exercises the powers which God has given him, who emfrfoys 
the means which Providence has furnished, and which conscience approves, 
can with confidence look up to Heaven, and rejoice in hope of divine lassist** 
ance. Would you that the s^red flame of devotion, of charity, should live 
in your heart, should glow upon your tongue, resort daily to the altar of God, 
and preserve ito activity by ^^ a live coal" from thence. Then your face shall 
shine, then your lips shall overflow with the law of kindness, then your haiKi 
ihall open to the sons of want, then you shall *' rejoice with joy unspeakable 
fmdfuU of glory." 



HISTORY OF AARON. 



liECTURE XI. 

NUMBERS XX. 23, 24, 26, 26, 27, 28, 29. 

^d t^e Lord spake unto Moses and Aaron in Mount Hor, by the coast of the land of EkSom, sajring^ 
Aaron shall be gathered unto his people : for he shall not enter into the Itnd which I have gives 
unto the children of Israel, because ye rebelled against my word at the water of Meribah. Take 
Aaron and Eleazer his son, and bring them up unto Mount Hor : and strip Aaron of his ganDents, 
and put them upon Eleazer his son : and Aaron shall be gathered unto bis people, and shall die 
there. And Moses did as the Lord commanded : and they went up into Mount nm, in the sight of 
all the coucregatjoo. And Moses stripped Aaron of his earments, and put them upon Eleazer his 
sou : and Aaron died there in the top of the mount. And Moses and Eleazer came down from the 
BKNiDt. And when all the congregation saw that Aaron was dead, they moamed for Aanm thirty 
days, eveQ all the bou«e of {sraeL 

Were it not that life and immortality have been brought to light by the gos- 
pel, human life must appear in the eye of sober reason, a trifling scene of 
vanity and impertinence. Wherefore drops that babe into the grave as soon 
lis he is born ! Wh^ was the wretched mother torn with anguish to bring 
)iim into the world ? Was it only to be torn with more cruel anguish, to be- 
)iold him prematurely snatched out of it again 1 Why is that old offender 
permitted to live, a burden upon the earth, the derision, hatred, And scorn of 
inankind ? Why does that minion " fret and strut his hour upon the stage," 
arrayed in the glitter of royalty ? Wherefore strides that barbarian from con- 
quest to conquest, from continent to continent ? Why pines modest worth in 
indigence and obscurity, and wherefore, at length perishes it on a dunghill 7 
These, and a thousand such questions that might be asked, the doctrine of 
immortality apd of a judgment to come, resolves in a moment. " We kqow 
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bat in part, we see in a glass darkly.*' What the great Lord of natnre, pro?-^ 
idence and grace doth, we know not now, bat we shall know hereafter. 

The bre?ity and extension of life, difference of rank, talent, officerand con- 
dition, variety of fortune and snccess, acquire an importance not their own by 
their influence on character and moral conduct, by the changes which they 
produce on the soul of a man, by their reaching forward into eternity, and by 
producing eflfects which no length of duration can ever alter. 

Men die, offices pass from hand to hand, dispensations change ; but the 
purposes of Heaven are permanent, the plans of Providence are ever going 
forward, and while one generation of men removes t* that world of spirits 
from whence no traveller returns, another rises up to contemplate the wonders 
of that which now is, and to carry on the business of it. Hence wise and 
good men become not only concerned about their own future and eternal hap^ 
piness, but about the prosperity and happiness of the world, after they have 
ceased to see and enjoy it. Hence they cheerfully engage in schemes which 
they cannot live to execute, and justly soothe their souls to peace, in the 
prospect of a kind of immortality upon earth. Hence among the other motives 
to excel in goodness, this has a pleasing and a powerful influence, '* the righ- 
teous shall be had in everlasting remembrance,** '^ while the memory of the 
wicked shall rot." 

It is as difficult to make the proper estimate of death as of life. Death is 
an undoubted mark of the divine displeasure against sin, and is inflicted as a 
punishment upon the guilty. But like all the punishments of heaven, it is 
upon the whole, and in the issue, an unspeakable benefit to good men. The 
just estimate of death, then, must depend upon what we are, and upon the 
consequent change which death shall produce in our internal character, of 
outward comhtion. It is a light evil to be stripped of priestly robes, the work 
of man*s hands ; and to return naked into the earth as we came from it ; it ia 
a light thing to feel the earthly house of this tabernacle dissolving, and the 
head which wore the mitre or the crown sinking into the dust ; while the 
promise of Him who is faithful and true, rears for us " a building of God, an 
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens ;*** while the eye of faith 
contemplates that " crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge shall give at that day : and not to one only, but unto all them also that 
love his appearing,**! assured that " to be absent firom the body is to be pros* 
ent with the Lord.** 

If ever there was an enviable domestic situation, it was that of Aaron ele* 
vated to the priesthood. Think of the honest pride of honourable alliance : 
and whonivould not have been pioud of such a brother as Moses ? Reflect on 
an office of the highest dignity and respect, procured not by cabal and in^igue, 
but bestowed by the voluntary appointment of Him who is the source of all 
honour. A suitable provision likewise made for the support of that dignity, 
and an external habit annexed to it, ihat could not fail to attract notice and 
reverence. The sacred office was entailed upon him and his family forever, 
and that family built up by four hopeful sons, his coadjutors and successors 2 
and, to crown the whole, these pleasing, flattering circumstances were crown- 
ed with an open, unequivocal, indubitable mark of the divine approbation. 
The fire of heaven caught hold of their burnt-offering, and kindled a flame 
never to be quenched. But alas, how shortlived was this tranquillity ! The 
sons of Aaron are hardly consecrated to their office, when the two eldest pro- 
fane and disgrace it. Celestial fire has scarcely proclaimed the favour and 
acceptance of God, when with unhallowed fire, which he commanded not, 
(bey defile hi^ altar and his service : and thereby call down a second time fir0 
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from above, to avenge a holy and righteous God, as before to display the grace 
of Him who is good and mereiful. The notoriety of the late transactions, 
Uie sacrednesa of their character, and the distinguished regard of Heaven ex- 
pressed toward them, greatly enhance the atrociousness of their guilt, and 
justify the severity of their punishment 

This tragical event is thus recorded by Moses, whose method it is neither 
to extenuate, nor to set down aught in malice. '^ And Nadab and Abihu, the 
sooa of Aaron, took either of them his censer, and put (ire therein, and put 
incense thereon, and oflered strange fire before the Lord, which he command- 
ed them not* And there went out fire from the Lord, and devoured them, 
and they died before the Lord.*'* The words are few, but they convey a fiill 
and distinct idea of the guilt of the parties : though by attending to the con- 
text, we shall have reason to conclude their crime was of a very complex na- 
ture. And sure it could be no common transgression which drew down a 
judgment so dreadful. Bishop Patrick is of opinion that Nadab and Abiha 
bad rendered themselves incapable of doing their duty by intemperance : that 
they indulged in the delicacies of the saerifice to a criminal excess, till they 
were incapable of putting a difference between holy and unholy, and between 
clean and unclean. This conjecture is founded upon the injunctbn which 
immediately follows the narration of this dismal story in the ninth and tenth 
verses. ^* D6 not drink wine nor strong drink, thou nor thy sons with thee, 
when ye go into the tabehiacle of the congregation, lest ye die : it shall be a 
statute forever, throughout your generations ; and that ye may put difiference 
between holy and unboly, and between unclean and dean.*' If there be truth 
in this conjecture, it is a melancholy proof, that the best things are most liable 
to abuse, that the brutal part of our nature is ever ready to run away with the 
rational : that as God is continually employing himself in bringing good out 
of evil, so men are forever perversely employing themselves in bringing evil 
out of good. 

Others have charged upon these two sons of Aaron, the criminality of at- 
tempting to enter the most holy place, which was not permitted but to the 
high priest, and that only at certain stated times. This charge is established 
in the following manner. In the passage we have quoted, it is said, that it 
was before the Lord that Nadab and Abihu ofiered incense with strange fire. 
Upon comparing this with what is recorded in the sixteenth chapter in the 
first and second verses, where Moses recapitulates this sad event, we find it 
added, '* The Lord said unto Moses, Speak unto Aaron thy brother, that he 
come not at aU times into the holy place, within the veil before the mercy-seat, 
which is upon the ark ; that he die not : for I will appear in the cloud upon 
the mercy-seat.*' Hence it has been inferred that the two young men, un- 
called, unauthorised, presumed to enter that august department of the taber- 
nacle, assuming to themselves privileges that belonged only to the supreme 
priesthood, which in their father's lifo time it was unlawful to intermeddle 
with, and which even he himself durst not at all times exercise. But though 
neither of these suppositions be improbable, we have no occasion to go so for 
for a discovery of their crime, nor to account for the severity with which it 
was puniahed. The sin of Nadab and Abihu consisted simply in this, they 
burnt incense with strtmge jirt. Now the meaning of this expression we 
shall be able easily to collect, by comparing together a few passages that have 
an obvious connexion^ and serve to illustrate and explain each other. First, 
in Leviticus chapter the ninth, verse twenty-fourth, it is said that ** fire fit>m 
the Lord," that is, either fire immediately descending fi-om heaven, or issuing 
out of the cloud that covered the tabernacle, consumed the first victims which 
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Aaroo offered for a burnt ofieriog. Again— ^This 8a<»red fire, <Miea miraou- 
lously kindled, was by a special ordinance to be kept forever alive ; as we 
read, Leviticus chapter the sixth, verses twelfth and thirteenth. Thus the 
vigilance, attention and care of man, was to preserve and continue what Prov- 
idence had begun, fiy another ordinance it was enjoined, that the incense to 
be offered on the day of atonement, should be kindled by a portion of that 
perpetual fire. This we read in Leviticus chapter the sixteenth, verses elev- 
enth, twelfth and thirteenth. This then was the fire which the Lord com- 
manded to be used ; and of course, every other kind of fire, however produc- 
ed, and though in all other respects adequate to the purpose, was unlawful^ 
forbidden or strange. This accordingly constituted the guilt, they took upon 
them to kindle the incense, which their office obliged them to burn e^etj 
evening and morning, with a fire different from that which burnt continually 
on the altar of burnt-offering ; every other being strange fire, which the Lord 
commanded not Now it was certainly fit and necessary that such a crime 
should be punished in the most exemplary manner. The sanctity of the whole 
institution was over at once, if the ministers of it might with impunity, in the 
very setting out, presume to dispense with its most august ceremonies. The 
rank and station of the offenders was a high aggravation of their offence. It 
was their duty to have set an example of scrupiidous regard to the known will 
of God. They had been admitted to more intimate communion with God 
than others ; had seen more of the terrors of his power, more of the wondenr 
of his grace. Unhappy men 1 how had they been betrayed inior an error so 
Iktal ? Ignorance it could not be, the voice of the law was yet sounding in 
their ears. Dared they to be careless in any thing that related to the service 
of a holy God ? They had seen the exactness of their pioos uncle, in form- 
ing every thing according to the pattern shewed him in the mount Was it 
indeed a wilful and deliberate violation of the law 1 I fear, I fear it was ; 
and dreadful was the expiation. The unhallowed fire of their own kindling 
was quickly absorbed in a hotter fiame : '* they died before the Lord : iw 
there went out fire firom the Lord, and devoured them."* Neither their 
sacred character, the saeredness of th^ place, nor the sacredness of the em- 
ployment, can protect them from the keen stroke of avenging justice. *^ Let 
us have grace whereby we may serve God acceptably, with reverence and 
godly fear : for our God is a consuming fire."f Unhappy fiither ! what were 
now thy feelings ; bereaved in one sad day of half thy children, of thy first, 
thy darling hopes : to behold them thus immaturely cut off, taken away in 
anger ! The . bitterness of death is not relieved by one consolatory circusA- 
staace; What is the loss of children in infancy, and falling by the stroke of 
nature, compared to this 1 To heighten the old man's affliction, he is eic- 
preaely forbidden to mourn, or to assist in the last sad offices of humanity to- 
wards bis deceased sons. Behold him in mute dejection and distress, minister- 
ing in the duties of his charge, attentive to the calls of the living, leaving to 
others the care of burying the dead. How severely must his own offences 
now have been brought to his remembrance ! He had been guilty of a crime of 
equal or greater magnitude i he had led the way in idolatry, and presided in 
the worship of a thing of his own fabrication ; but justice suffered him to 
live, to live to see his own sons dying for a crime similar to his own. Alas, 
what is prolonged life but lengthened anguish ! 

As the giving of the law was fenced round with fire, and the sanctity of 
the tabernacle worship guarded by a flaming sword, so the meeker, gentler 
institution of the gospel, fortified its first beginnings by executing judgment 
on presumptuouf sinners. Severity is the soul of a law, especially when it i» 
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notified to those wbo are obliged to sabmit to it ; indoigeiice, or the appetr^^ 
ance of feebleDOBS, are of the roost dangerous consequence, especially m the 
commencement of a new constitution. One of the heralds of the Saviour 
of mankind began his ministry by a cl^ of thunder ; the first rays he shot 
from his eyes were mortal, and the sudden death of two false and perfidious 
disciples was the seal of his apostleship.* The second coming of the Lord 
himself is to be ^* in flaming fire, taking T^geance on them that know not 
God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Ghrist."t 

Aarou had now arrived at an advanced period of life, and at the possessioB 
of an office and rank in life, which rendered him an object of envy to some, 
and of veneration to others. He had oftener than once been corrected by 
his own folly, and he was *^ the man who had seen affliction by the rod <^ 
God's anger ;" but neither the fire of calamity, nor the frost of age ; neither 
the counsels of experience, nor the sanctity of office, have been able to sub* 
due indwelling corruption ; for we immediately find him in a plot, with Bfiri- 
am his sister, to disturb the peace, diminish the respect, and distress the gov* 
ernment of their brother Moses. Their pretence was his marriage with an 
'* Ethiopian woman ;" an event which had taken place forty years before ; an 
union which had no immorality in it : which transgressed no law, for the law 
was not then given ; and against which God himself had not expressed any 
displeasure ; but had crowned it with the blessing of children, w1k> were just- 
ly admitted to rank in Israel. 

The real cause was their envy of the preeminence, which their yoongei' 
brother had obtained over them in all things, civil and sacred. For this, in 
spite of all their art, breaks out in the malicious whispers which they scatter 
abroad to blacken their brother's reputation. '* Hath the Lord indeed spoken 
only by Moses t Hath he not spoken also by us t"| If Moses indeed 
erred by marrying Jethro's daughter, he had severely smarted for it : for be- 
ing induced, by an improper compliance with her humour, to neglect the cir- 
cumcision of his son, he had nearly paid the forfeit of that neglect with hi^ 
life, by theliand of Gfod himself; and now his good name is bleeding on Zip> 
porah's account, by the envenomed tongues of his own brother and sister ; 
and ** who can stand before envy V^ Who can think to escape, if Moses re- 
main not unhurt ? This attack upon his fame and comfort-gives Moses occa- 
sion to deliver his own eulogiura : and I believe it ju^^'for he gives it with 
that lovely simplicity, which characterises all that he relates of himself or of 
others. *< Now the man Moses was very meek, above all the men which were 
upon the face of the earth."§ He either had not heard the scandalous speeches 
which were propagated to his disadvantage by Aaron and Miriam ; or he 
pitied and neglected th^m. Who knows what length the mischief might have 
gone, had it not been heard and avenged by the Protector of injur^ inno- 
cence. ** The Lord heard it." Let &e slanderer hear this and tremble. 

The two brothers and their sister are now summoned to present themselves 
together at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, and the glory of 
the Lord appears : and a voice fi-om that glory pronounces aloud and at full 
length, the praise of the man who had spoken so modestly of himself, and 
who had been so wickedly maligned by his own nearest relations. ^* And he 
said. Hear now my words ; if there be a prophet among you, I the Lord wiU 
make myself known unto him in a vision, and will speak unto him in a 
dream. My servant Moses is not so, who is faithful in aJl mine house. With 
him will I speak mouth to mouth, even apparently, and not in dark speechee; 
and the similitude of the Lord shall he behold : wherefore then were ye not 
afraid to speak against my servant Moses t"|| In many respects Moses was 

*Actt.v. taThtt.i.8. tN«iBb.iu.l $ Numb. liL 8. |Niunb.iu.6,7,8. 
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^ the figure of him who was to comot and in both were peculiarly verified thp 
words of Christy ** a man's foes shall be thej of his own house," and, ** a 
prophet is not without honour, save in his own country, and in his own 
bouse."* With God to resent is to avenge ; haviog reproved the transgres- 
sors he withdraws in anger, and lo, the punishnlent is already inflicted. 
*' The cloud departed from off the tabernacle, and behold, Miriam became 
leprous, white as snow : and Aaron looked upon Miriam, and behold she was 
leprous. "f A shocking example of divine displeasure against one of the most 
odious of crimes. My fair hearers, let me whisper an advice in your ears. 
I am no commonplace declaimer against your sex ; I honour it, and I wish to 
improve it ; you must hear me with the greater attention, and mark what I 
eay. Yon lie under a general imputation, respecting the vices of the tongue ; 
but general imputations are for the most part ill-founded. I do not mean^ 
however, to insinuate that you are totally innoccat, or more so than the other 
iiex : for your affections are eager, and what the heart feels, by the eyes oi* 
the tongue you will express ; and that expression is sometimes too strong for 
either piety or prudence. I mean to caution you at present, on a particular 
faalt of the tongue, which affects my own profession, which is far from being 
A>reign to the subject, and on which I deem myself both qualified and entitled 
to advise you. 

Women, among other favourite objects, have their favourite systems of re- 
ligion, and their favourite preachers ; and, following the impulse of an 
honest affection, they are for establishing their favourite object on the ruins 
of every competitor. What is the consequence 1 In the event of difference 
of opinion, or of attachment, one man is unmercifully, unrelentingly run down 
and another is, with equal want of reason, magnified and exalted. Women, 
young women, good young women, think they are only yielding to the impulse! 
of a pious affection, when they applaud or censure this or tl^ other public 
character. But what are they doing indeed 1 Blowing up one poor vain idol 
of straw into self-consequence and importance ; and piercing through, on the 
other hand, an honest heart with anguish unutterable ; perhaps robbing a 
worthy, happy family of its bread, or, what is more, of its peace and comfort. 
I am no stranger to what is by some termed religious conversation, and I am 
seriously concerned about the topics of it. It generally turns upon persons^ 
not things. Now, it ought to be just the reverse. Persons always mislead 
us, for no one is wholly impartial : but truth is eternal and unchangeable; 
Apply then the test — ^Does the conversation dwell upon this man or his nieigh* 
hour, his rival or his enemy^-check it, away with it ; what have the interests! 
of piety to do in4he case 1 Had he never been born, " the foundation of 
God" would have stood as it does, without his feeble aid. Call no man mas- 
ter in sacred things, but Christ ; and uke care that you measure neither or- 
thodoxy, sense nor virtue, by the imperfect, fluctuating standard of your own 
caprice, affection or understandings Were similar punishment instantly to 
follow the vices ot the tongue, as in the case of Miriam, I shudder to think 
how many a fiur face now lovely to the sights must by to-morrow morning 
* stand in need of a veil ; but not for the same reason that the face of Moses 
did on his descendin^rom the mount, to temper its lustre ; but to shroud its 
loathsomeness and denrmityi,^' Consider what hath been said, and "set ^ 
watch on the door of your lips," and " keep the heart with all diligence." 



• Matt. Jiii. S7. t Nuinb. xii. 10. 
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LECTURE XII. 

NUMBERS XX. 23, 84, «6, «6, S7, », ». 
Aad tbe L«)rd ipeke mlo Moses aad Aarmi m Mooni Hor, bjr the coast of tbo land of Edom, aa>uf. 



mnd put them upon Eleazer his son : and Aaron shall be gathered unto bis people, and shall di* 
there. And Moses did as the Lord commanded : and they went up into Mount nor, in the sight of 
all the congregation. And Moses stripped Aaran of his ffarmeMs, and put then upon Eleaxer his 
sen : and Aaron died there in the top of tbe mouai. And Mosas and EJeaser came down §nm th* 
moont. And when all the congregation saw that Aaron was dead, they moamed for Aaron thirty 
days, even all the house of Israel. 

Thb 1ov« of life 18 ooe of the nost useful a»d important priiici]Kles impknt- 
ed in bnman nature ; and death, tbe necessary end of all men, is an eveat 
mercifully and in wisdom hid from our eyes. Hoping that we may li?e till 
lo-morrow, we feel oursd?es impelled lo eiMt ourselves to^ay, to oaake aoaim 
pii>?ision for it Not knowing the time of their death, men are engaged to 
act as if they were immortal. And thdugh no wise man would *' wish to live 
always," or can deem it pessible, yet the precise period never comes, when 
we find ourselves so entirely unoccupied with temporal prospects or poiauitSi 
■o totally moHified to the world, as to be disposed with cheerfiilness to leave 
it Hence the business of the world goes on, which would otherwise staad 
still ; and that God, of whose years there can be no end, is carrying on de* 
signs of everlasting moment, by frail and shortlived instruments. This nmo 
makes a few feeble, dying efforts, and expires. Another comes after Urat 
takes up the instrument which his fellow had laid down, makes his stroke or 
two, and expires likewise ; and yet by means of efforts so weak, so interrupl* 
•d, aikl self-destroying, the purposes of Heaven proceed, the building of God 
tises ; every loss is instantly repaired, every delect supplied, and no chasm in 
the chain of Providence is permitted to take place. Hence men are dignided 
with the title of fellow-workers with God, and the perishing attempts oi p«w 
ishtng creatures are employed in maturing the plana of infinite wisdom, and 
are honoured by the acceptance and approbation of Him who *' worketh all 
things afler the counsel of bi» own will." Whi^.a motive lo diligence, exer- 
tion and perseverance ! ^ 

** I paint for eternity," replied the great artist of antiquity, when reprehend^ 
ed for an over curknis, painful and laborious attention, to the more nice and 
delicate touches of his favourite pieces. What a lesson of encouragement, 
admonition and reproof to christians ! They are indeed acting for eternity ; 
not like the painter, pursuing the empty bubble, reputation, but aiming at 
*< the end of the» fiutb, even the salvation of theis acnils." They ate etfMng 
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•ontiBudljr to briiif a new tribale of praise to God, and to promolet the ever* 
lasting happiness of mankind. 

It is truly pitiable to see a poor creature cleaving to life after the relish of 
it is gone, merely from a fond attachment to the things of time. It is mor» 
lamentable still to behdd a miserable wretch shrinking from death, through a 
well-grounded horror of its consequences. But to desire life from a desire of 
doing good ; to be willing to continue in the flesh, for the greats good of the 
church and of the world, argues a great, a noble and disinterested spirit ; it 
excites our love and admiration. That man is indeed immortal, the daily lan- 
guage of whose conduct is, ** Let me perform at least one good action more, 
I know I am to die ; let my tongue, then, yet once again speak praise to God 
and instruction to man, before it becomes forever stlenu Befinre the cold hand 
of death freezes up the genial current at my heart, let it pour out the gentle 
stream of kindnew, sympathy and love. While this arm is able as yet to ex* 
tend itself, and this hand to expand, let it be extended to protect the oppress- 
ed, to support the weak ; let it be expanded to feed the hungry, to clothe the 
naked, to relieve the miserable. Ere my eyes close, to open no more let some 
one of the wonderful things of God again pass through them, to revive my 
drooping spirits, to cheer and elevate my sinking soul ; and before I divest 
myself of my robes of office, never to resume them, let me humbly endeavour 
to minister to the Lord, and to the spiritual wants of men, in the duties of my 
station." 

Calm and composed as was the death of Aaron, we advance toward it with 
slowness and reluctance, and therefore with eagerness seize the occasion 
which scripture afibrds, of adverting to some farther incidents of his life, be- 
fore we come to the history of that fatal event. 

It was with astonishment and grief, we saw him engaged in a plan of dis- 
affection and sedition against bis amiable and excellent brother ; and in won- 
der mixed with terror, we observed the mingled lenity and severity of the 
punishment inflicted by God on that impious, unnatural and ungrateful con- 
duct. But the offence was not expiated when Miriam was struck with leprosy 
and Aaron thereby tacitly reprehended ; when Miriam was restored, and I»- 
irael permitted to move forwards. Transgressors often flatter themselves that 
surety the bitterness of death is past, when a righteous God is but awaking le 
vengeance ; and it is not seldom found, that between crimes and punishments 
there is such au apparent affinity, that the criminal cannot but read his guik 
in the evil which overtakes him ; and the world is made to " see," not only 
" the rod," but ^' him that hath appointed it." 

Six years have elapsed, from the sedition of Aaron and Miriam, when a 
similar conspiracy is formed to discredit the government of Moses, and the 
priesthood of Aaron, by certain turbulent, envious and ambitious men of their 
own tribe, in confederacy with some of a similar spirit of the tribe of Rei»- 
ben. So widely and so middenly has the malignity of revolt spread itself, 
that no less than two hundred and fifty princes of the assembly, fauHHis in the 
congregation, men of renown, with their adherents, have been infected by it : 
and Aaron has his large share of that obloquy, which he had before so unjust- 
ly employed, to weaken the hands, and to blast the reputation of his brother. 
But ah ! my friends, a leprosy of seven days could not wash away the stain of 
this transgression ; neither could the blood of one unhappy victim, make 
atonement for a crime in which so mtmy were involved. The Lord creates 
'^a new thing*," to mark the severity of his hot displeasure. When Moses 
had made an end of denouncing the judgment of God, it came to pass thai 
'* the ground clave asunder that was under them, and the earth opened her 
mouth, and swallowed them up, and their houses, and all the men that apper- 
tained onto Korah, and all their goods. They, and all thai appertained to 
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them, went down ilhre into the pit, and the earth cloeed npon them : and they 
perished from among the congregation. And there came out fire from the 
Lord, and consumed the two hundred and fifty men that offered incense."* 
A plague broke out among the people, which, before it was stayed by the in- 
ferposition of the high priest himself, offering incense between the living and 
the dead, had consumed fourteen thousand seven hundred. 

What, O Aaron, were now thy feelings, surveying a field of blood so dread- 
ful and so extensive ! What were thy feelings in reflecting that for the very 
ofience which tbon thyself hadst committed, Mhriam was a leper, and thoua- 
ands were slain I Did not thy heart tremble, as the sword of the destroying 
angel laid heaps upon heaps, whilst thou stoodst in the fearful gap, lest its 
keen edge should reach thyself t 

It is remarkable that the enormity of the greater crimes which Aaron com- 
mitted, was exposed by the judgments wherewith God visited similar crimes 
in others, not in himself ; whereas, for an apparently lighter transgression^ 
his life was irrecoverably forfeited, and he fell under a doom, which no peni- 
tence nor supplication could alter or avert We cannot judge of the malig- 
nity of crimes firom certain external circumstances. Both in the good which 
men de, and the evil they commit, God principally regards the heart and in- 
tention ; but to discern and to judge of the thoughts and intents of the heart, 
is a prerogative, which with awful propriety he has reserved to himself. 

God has punished the defection of Korah and his abettors in the most ope» 
and exemplary manner. Not satisfied with this, because the memory of judg- 
ments the most signal and alarming, is apt speedily to be obliterated — such is 
the thoughtlessnes and folly of men ! He was pleased to appoint a lasting 
memorial of the preference which he had bestowed on Aaron and his family, 
and to confer a fresh badge of distinction on the man whom he delighted to 
honour. Moses is directed to take of each of the tribes of Israel a several 
rod, and to inscribe every one with the name of the prince of that tribe to 
which it belonged, writing the name of Aaron on the rod of the tribe of Levi. 
They were to be laid up together over night before the Lord, in the taberna- 
cle of the congregation before the testimony, and previous intimation was giv- 
en to all concern^, that by the next morning God would give an explicit, and 
unequivocal declaration of his will, respecting the oflice of priesthood. 

The God whom we adore, would rather make himself known by the won- 
ders which he performs, and the mercies which he dispenses, than by the 
judgments which he executes. It was fulfilled accordingly. The rods of tha 
eleven other tribes remained as they were deposited ; separated from the pa- 
rent stock, sapless, withered, and dead ; but the rod of Aaron, as if it had 
been still a branch united to a living root, and by a progress of vegetation in- 
finitely more rapid than nature knows, in the course of one night, ** brought 
ferth buds, and bloomed blossoms, and yielded almonds."f And lo, a miracle 
as great as a lifeless twig bringing forth fruit, the fierce and angry spirit which 
acts of just vengeance had but irritated, is by a miracle of kindness and con- 
desoensbn, mollified, melted, subdued, extinguished : and thus necessary art 
signs and wonders to silence and persuade murmuring, unbelieving Hebrews, 
as well as to render inexouseable impenitent Egyptians. 

This mark of preference having been openly exhibited, for the conviction 
and satisfaction of all, commandment is once more given to carry back this 
wondrous rod, and to deposit it by itself before God, with the other sacred 
furniture of the most holy place, to serve to latest posterity as ofte of the pre* 
pious monuments of the divine favour to their forefathers. It is highly 
probable, that it always preserved that verdure to which it was thus preter- 

* NumI?. xvi. 31-^, Zfi. t Nomb. xvU. 9 
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Batarally resUnred ; and is a li?ety image of the consUtDt f^eservation of the 
uoiTerse, by that all-powerful Word which spake it into existence at first ; of 
the continued support of life, bj the merciful Tisitation of that Spirit who 
*' breathed into man's nostrils the breath of life ; and man became a linnff 
soul."* 

Aaron, thus again distinguished and honoured of Heaven, continues to en^ 
joy the dignity, and to perform the duties of the priesthood for thirty-one 
years longer ; we doubt not, with credit to himself, and to the satisfaction 
and advantage of all Israel. But, alas ! he has the mortification of seeing 
that pec^le gradually and imperceptibly wasting away before his eyes ; he 
feels himself the dying minister of a dying congregation ; he observes the 
hand of justice doing that by slow degrees, which it might have accomplished 
at once, and employing forty years in what could have made the work of a 
single moment. At length the stroke of death comes home to his own fami« 
ly, and it may be presumed to his very heart. In the one hundred and twen* 
tieth year of his age, and thirty-seventh of his priesthood, Miriam, his sister 
foy nature, his friend by habit and affection, and, sad to think, his companion 
in offence, is removed to a world of spirits, and he is warned of his own de- 
parture, by the loss of one of his nearest and dearest relations. Moses deli- 
neates her character with singular conciseness and simplicity. The hand 
which she had in his preservation, when he was exposed, in early infancy, 
upon the Nile, procures her an interest in his affection, and in those of his 
readers, which the blameableness of some parts of her after conduct is unable 
wholly to destroy. Our censure of her envy and malignity, in more advanced 
lif^, is somewhat soflened by the recollection of her childish tenderness, at- 
tachment, vigilance and address ; and, while we condemn the vehemence of 
her spirit, and the unruliness of her tongue, the edge of resentment is blunt- 
ed, when we see her punished there, where a female is most vulnerable, in 
the fairness of her looks, and the agreeablcness of her person, and we heartily 
join in the prayer of Aaron in her behalf: ** Alas, my lord, let her not be as 
one dead, of whom the flesh is half consumed, when he cometh out of his 
mother's womb ;" and in that of Moses himself; " Heal her now, O God, I 
beseech thee." From thence, to the hour of her death a period of thirty- 
seven years, the history is entirely silent concerning her, and this is, perhaps, 
the highest praise that can be bestowed upon her. The sharp reproof which 
she had received for presuming to intermeddle in public affairs, had taught 
her, we are bound in charity to believe, that the post of honour, for a woman, 
is a private station ; that she is then most distinguished, most respectable, 
most valuable, when the world knows and talks least about her. 

That self-same year the fatal summons is addressed to Aaron also, and one 
brother is made the messenger of death to the other. The same hand which 
arrayed him in splendid apparel, and consecrated him to the high and honour- 
able office of priesthood, must strip him again, and anoint him to his burying. 
The whole progress of this solemn scene is highly pathetic and interesting. 
Let us attend the funeral procession to the top of Mount Hor, and learn to 
die to the vanity and glory of this world, and to cleave^ with increased ardour 
to that gospel, by which ^* life and immortality are brought to light," and to 
trust in that great High Priest, who, though be *' was dead, is alive, and lives 
for evermore," and givoth ^^ eternal life to as many as he will." 

Death, the most common of all events, at every season, and in whatever 
Ibrro it comes, is tremendous and affecting ; but the appearance of death, in 
the scene before us, is altogether singular and uncommon. It is indeed the 
death of an old man, but not occasioned by any apparent decay of nature, 

* Gen. ii. 7. 
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not precede by lo&g tiokneaa, not hastened on bj diseafie or accident ; but 
tbe spirit is surrendered at the command of God, in the fuhiess of health, in 
the composure of perfect recollection, without a hesitation of reluctant nature, 
without regret, without a pang. When sentence of death was pronounced 
upon Moses himself, and for the self-same transgression which shortened the 
life of Aaron, we find the fondness of nature, and the fervour of religion, 
repeatedly uniting, to crave a reprieve at least, if not a total remission : but 
Aaron, when summoned to depart, whether it was from superiour fortitude of 
nund, from the consciousness of greater demerit, or that the historian baa 
eharitablj drawn a veil over a brother's infirmity, while hs frankly exposes hie 
own, prepares instantly and cheerfiilly for the event 

Were we to follow the impulse of imagination, we might, without overleap- 
ing the modesty of nature, represent to you the deep concern wherewith the 
good man's own family was aflfected when the award of death was pro- 
nounced : the concern of all Israel at the thought of being deprived of the 
labours, the advices, the example and the prayers of their venerable high 
priest ; the concern of Moses in being made the messenger, almost the execu- 
tioner of death, upon his much beloved brother, associate and friend ; him- 
self too lying under the same condemnation. If, afler he received the com- 
mand to ascend the mountain, that he might die, he was permitted to minister 
in the priest's office any more, to pour out the blood of the sacrifice, to bum 
incense upon the altar, to lift up his hands and bless the peopTe, with what 
holy fervour may we suppose these sacred services performed ! with what de- 
vout attention would they be listened unto and waited upon, when both minis- 
ter and people knew for certain they were to meet no more ! May we not 
suppose the good man, in strains such as these, taking a last, long farewell of 
those to whom he had for so many years stood in a relaticm so tender and so 
intimate. *' The time of my departure, O Israel is at length come, and I am 
ready to be offered up. That God who appointed me to serve you in holy 
things, permits roe to wait at his altar no k>nger. I have fulfilled my day. I 
have finished my course. I have survived the greatest part of my contempo- 
raries, but must die at length. I leave you with remorse, because I accuse 
myself of many &ilures in point of duty towards you ; I leave you with re- 
giet, because I sincerely love you ; I leave you with joy, because I can with 
confidence commit you to a guardian Providence, even to the God of your 
fibthers, who can easily supply my place, by one wiser, hoKer and more fiuthfol 
than me ; and who, I trust, will continue still to rule and to lead you 1^ that 
best of men, of brothers and of friends. My body leaves you, but my sphit 
cannot be separated from you ; in death it will cleave unto you ; and when 
set free from the clogs of sense, it will still hover over you, attend your jour- 
neyings, and, finally, rest in peace when Israel rests in the promised land* 
These ferty years have I borne your names engraved on jewels, upon my 
heart, and I will carry you with me in my heart, to the regions of eternal day. 
Farewell, my sons ; Eleazer, the heir of my dignity and anxiety, and Ithamar, 
my youngest hope. Think of the dreadful fate of your eMer brothers, and 
serve the Lord with reverence and godly fear. Think of your father's errors 
and learn wisdom. Ponder his approaching dissolution, and learn the 
nothingness of human grandeur. Call to your remembrance what Providence 
has done to and for me, and rejoice with trembling. Again I am summoned 
away ; it is the voice of Moses, of my brother ; it is the voice of God I hear. 
The Lord Mess thee, and keep thee, the Lord make his face to shine upon 
thee, and be gracious unto thee ; the Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, 
and give thee peace. I come, my brother, I know whose command thou 
bearest ; I know that I must obey. But to part with thee is the bitterness of 
'^^♦h ; endeared as we are to each other by friendship, as allied by bloods* 
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conjoined in oflke, knit together by babito of affisction, united in life, and* 
blesised reflection, not to be long divided by death. Thou wilt bury aJl my 
unworthinesa in the grave ; thou hast already buried it in the proibunder, ai- 
lenter tomb of a gentle and forgiving heart. I come, O my God, at thy call; 
I desire not to live, if thou biddest me to die. Yet I mourn to think that my 
death is a mark of thy displeasure. But I see the sun shining throngh the 
cloud ; it is not wholly in anger, thou art summoning me away ; tlwu art 
graciously putting an end to my painful labours, my anxious thoughts, my in>- 
perfect services, to my weaknesses and wanderings, and exalting me to a dig- 
nity &r beyond what I have hitherto enjoyed. I shall see thee as thou art. I 
shall serve thee without wearying. I shall offend no more. Henceforth is 
laid up for me^ a diadem for glory and for beauty, a crown of righteousness 
that ladeth not away. O death, where is thy sting 1 O grave, where is thy 
Tictory 1 Arise, let us go hence. Arise, let us ascend to the top of the 
mountain.** 

Having, in whatever language, bidden a final adieu to worldly connexions ; 
in the sight of all the people, the high priest^ in all the splendour of his o£> 
iicial habit, sad and ^emn, climbs up the bill, firom which he never was to 
descend. What were the emotions of Israel in gradually losing sight of their 
venerable patriarch, to see him no more again forever 1 What were the iee^ 
ings of the patriarch in surveying from the summit of the mountain the good- 
ly tents of Jacob, in which he h^ an earthly concern no longer 1 Nature 
casts many " a longing, lingering look behind ;" but faith looks forward, and 
beholds mortality swallowed up c^ life. Nature regrets a promised land ; un* 
seen, unpossessed, unenjoyed, because of unbelief: faith stretches the wing« 
and aims a bold but not uncertain flight, lo a heavenly Canaan, where *' tho 
wicked cease from troubling, and the weary are forever at rest." 

The spirit fails as we proceed. The death*warrant is again recited. The 
justice of the sentence is acknowledged, and the prisoner prepares for death. 
The golden crown, the mitre, the girdle, the ephod, the breastplate, are one 
after another deposited, and human glory is patiently surrendered. As they 
were severally yielded up by the father, they are severally assumed by the son. 
Stripped of aJI that covered the body, the body itself is at length laid down, 
and the mortal blow is at length struck by Him who saith, " I make alive, and 
I kill." Aaron dies, but Eleazer lives. The priest expires, but the priest- 
hood is immortaL Three ascend, only two return. What matters it how the 
poor perishing clay tabernacle were disposed of? About the spirit of the maa 
whom God thus called away, we can be under no anxiety nor apprehension. 
A general, and I doubt not, an unafiected UMHirning of thirty days takes place ; 
and all Israel lament when dead, the man whom many had envied, maligned 
and persecuted through life. 

This is one of the many happy consequences and effects of death ! It shuts 
the mouth of scandal ; it brings to light, unnoticed or obscured virtues ; it 
draws the veil over blemishes and imperfections. 

Let the son of pride, who is rising into splendour, and bears ** bis blushing 
honours thick upon him,'* turn. bis eves to the top of yonder mountain, and 
learn the nothingness of all the glory of man. Is his station higher than th^ 
of the high priest of Israel 1 Are his vestments more magnificent, is his cha- 
racter more sacred, is his dignity more permanent, flow his honours from a 
higher source 7 Behold Aaron laid low : retiring from the world, naked, aa 
ni^ed he came into it ; the head which once wore the mitre, levelled with the 
dust ; the tongue which once spoke so well, forever dumb. 

The hour of rest nightly admonishes us of the last fatal hour. We strip 
ourselves of our garments one by one, and lay them down ; we are reduced 
to the image of &ath ; the eye is ck>sed ; our bculties^ are absorbed ; the 
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ferm of the mao only remaios. And the time is at hand, we know it, when 
we roust put off this body, as an uneasy, worn-out, useless vestment, fit only 
for the moth or the dunghill. ** Man must say to corruption. Thou art my 
father ; and to the worm, Thou art my sister and mother." *' All flesh is 
grass, and all the goodliness of man as the flower of the field.'* 

Our very children are the harbingers of our dissolution. They are the 
pleasantest, but the plainest monitors. Every step they rise brings us a little 
lower ; as theygrow stronger aud stronger, we grow weaker and weaker. 
They wait to assume our name, our place, our robes, our office ; they are 
ready to array themselves in oar spoils. The elevation of Eleazer is the fall 
of Aaron. The public life of the son, is the death of the sire. 

Look to that mounuin, O man, and reflect that he whom now you hate, 
envy, oppose, malign, will speedily be changed into a clod of earth, and ren- 
dered incapable of feeling or returning thy animosity ; and learn to die betimes 
to these wicked and odious passions. Suppose him laid on the bed of death ; 
Btript of those honours, talents, advantages, successes which render him 
the object of jealousy and malignity to thee. How you are disarmed ! 
Pity and tenderness awake in your breast. You now hate yourself, that ever 
you could hate your brother. Let the reflection of what may so soon happen 
reconcile thee to him now. Mar not thy own comfort, by seeking to disturb 
his repose. The cold hand of death will speedily extinguish the angry flame. 

<* They truly were many priests, because they were not suffered to continue 
by reason of death : but this man, because he continueth ever, hath an war 
changeable priesthood. Wherefore he is able also to save them to the utter- 
most, that come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession 
f>r them."* ** He need not daily, as those high priesU, to offer up sacrifices, 
first for his own sins, and then for the people^s : for this he did once, when 
he offered up himself. For the law maketh men high priests which have in- 
firmity ; but the word of the oath which was since the law, maketh the Son, 
whotis consecrated for evermore/'t 



• Hcb. vil. 23-2*. t Heb. vii. 27, 2«. 
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L.ECTURE XIII. 

2 PETER IL 15, 16. 

These are gone astray, ibtlowing the way of Balaam the son of Bosor» who loved the wa^ of un* 
righteousness ', but was rebuked for his iniquity : the dumb ass, speaking with man's voice, forbad 
the madness m the prophet. 

Qf all the evil propensities to which human nature is subject, there is no 
one so general, so insinuating, so corruptive, and so obstinate, as the love of 
money. It begins to operate early, and it continues to the end of life. One 
of the first lessons which children learn, and one which old men never forget, 
is, the value of money. The covetous seek and guard it for its own sake, 
and the prodigal himself must first be avaricious, before he can be profuse. 
This, of all our passions, is best able to fortify itself by reason, and is the last 
to yield to the force of reason. It most unremittingly engages the attention 
and calls into their fullest exertion all our powers of body and of mind. Am- 
bition and pride, those powerful motives of human conduct, are but minister- 
ing servants to avarice. Reputation and power are pursued chiefiy as the 
means of procuring wealth ; and all the fierce contentions which have dis* 
. tracted the world, and deluged it with blood, may be traced up to an eager 
desire to obtain the territory, or the treasure of another. Age, which blunts 
all our other appetites, only whets this ; and after the heart is dead to every 
other joy, it lives to the dear, the inextinguiafaable delight of saving and 
hoarding. 

In exact proportion to their incapacity and disinclination to make use of 
money, is the violence of men's thirst to possess it ; and on the threshold of 
eternity it cleaves to them, as if life were just beginning. Philosophy com- 
bats, satire exposes, religion condemns it in vain ; it yields neither to ar- 
gument, nor ridicule, nor conscience. Like the lean kine in Pharaoh's 
dream, it devours all that comes near it, and yet continues as hungry and 
meagre as ever. If a representation of the odiousness, criminality and dan- 
ger of this vile affection can be of any use, it must be to those whose hearts 
are not yet hardened, whose consciences are not yet blinded by habits of in- 
dulgence in it ; for if it has once gotten possession of the mind, you might as 
easUy reinvigdrate feeble age by a discourse on the advantages and joys of 
youth, or restore a constitution wasted through consumption by an elaborate 
declamation on the blessing of health. Avarice, with the deaf adder, " will 
not hearken t» the voice of charmers, charming never so wisely."* 

We have already had occasion, in the course of these exercises, to trace 
the character of a selfbh man, and to observe the workings of the human 
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mind, under the influence of this base and destructive passion, in the history 
of Laban the Syrian. There we saw every principle of generosity and grati- 
tude, of truth and justice, of humanity and natural affection, of piety and 
decency vilely sacrificed to this insatiate idol, which, like the grave, ** never 
says it is enough." We have, in the history referred to by the apostle, in the 
words which I have now read, another striking and instructive instance of the 
dreadful operation of covetousness, in a mind enlightened by wisdom, awake 
to all the worthit^r feelings and propensities of nature, capable of forming the 
justest notions of right and wrong, and of conveying these notions in the 
clearest and strongest expressions ; fully instructed and firmly persuaded res- 
pecting his duty ; but actuated by this fatal passion deliberately deviating 
from the right path, seducing those whom he durst not curse, degrading the 
dignity of the prophet, in the venality of the courtier, and shamefully barter- 
ing conscience for gain. We shall find, then, the words of Peter a perfect 
key to the relation of Moses : and whatever inconsistency shall appear in the 
conduct of Balaam, whatever fluctuation in opinion ; whatever plausibility of 
language and sentiment, combined with whatever irresolution in virtue, all is 
explained by this one discovery of his real character, he '* loved the wages of 
unrighteousness." We come to illustrate this position by the history itself. 

Forty years almost have elapsed since the miraculous deliverance from 
Egypt ; and tlie whole generation, which partook of the joy of that deliver- 
ance because of their unbelief, is well nigh extinguished. Thousands and 
ten thousands have dropt into the grave. The individuals which formed the 
congregation of Israel are lost and forgotten ; but Israel still lives, the care 
of Providence, the object of favour. The shafts of vengeance have spent 
themselves* and nothing can now stem that current of promise and destiny, 
which is carrying God's favoured people to victory, and the possession of 
Canaan. Their decampments and progress, therefore, are no longer the 
lingering and wanderings of a devoted people doomed to die in the wilder- 
ness ; but the bold, direct and successful progress of a warlike nation, from 
conquest to conquest 

A multitude so great, subsisting in a desert so long, in a manner so singu- 
lar, could not but attract the notice of all the adjacent nations, who must have 
been anxiously solicitous which way their route was directed, and where they 
were to attempt a settlement at length. Being arrived at the border of the 
wilderness, where it is contiguous to the country of the Amorites; not 
imagining that any part of their inheritance was to be allotted them on this 
side Jordan ; they petition Sihon, the king of the country, to grant them 
leave to pass peaceably through his territories, to the place of their destina- 
tion. This he roughly refuses, and, without waiting to see whether Israel 
meant to attempt a passage by force, he collects his whole strength, ad- 
vances into the wilderness to attack them, and thereby hastens on his own 
fate ; for his army is smitten with the edge of the sword, and his whole land 
falls an easy prey to the victor. Og, king of Bashan is rash enough to follow 
his example, provokes his own destruction, is subdued in his turn, and the fer- 
tile plains, over which he reigned swell the triumphs of Israel. 

Advancing forward to Jordan, they pitch their camp in the plains of Moab. 
This nation was descended from Lot, the'ncphew of AbrahaII^ by an incestu- 
9US commerce with his elder daughter. They had long before this been re- 
duced into a regular form of civil government, that of monarchy, and were 
living in the quiet possession of a fruitful country, secured to them by the ap- 
poiatment of Providence, in consideration of their relation to their venerable 
ancestor : and Israel was expressly prohibited to disturb them, or their 
brethren and neighbours, the children of Ammon, the posterity of Lot by his 
younger daughter, in the possession of their inheritance.^ The report of their 
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▼ictories, bowefer, over Ogy and Sibon, bis roused tbe attention and the jeal* 
ousy of Balak king of Moab. Instead of employing the rational policy, of 
courting alliance and friendship with a people so formidable, arid who were 
neither disposed nor permitted to molest them : or of adopting the manly 
{>olicy of repelling bold invaders by open war, he has recourse to the mean, 
timid and contemptible arts of necromancy or divination. For this purpose 
be sends messengers to Balaam, the son of Bosor, a noted enchanter of those 
times, with large money in their bands, styled in scripture '* the rewards of 
divination," and *' the wages of unrighteousness," and a message to this pur- 
pose : ** Behold there is a people come out from Egypt : behold, they cover 
the face of the earth, and they abide over against me. Come now, therefore, 
I pray thee, curse me this people ; for they are too mighty for me : pcrad ven- 
ture I shall prevail, that we may smite them, and that I may drive them out 
of the land : for I wot that he whom thou blessest is blessed, and he whom 
thou cursest is cursed."* Thus Providence fulfilled the words of the oracle, 
pronounced in the song of Moses thirty-eight years before, immediately on 
the passage of the Red Sea ; "• Then the dukes of Edom shall be amazed, 
the mighty men of Moab, trembling shall take hold upon them : all the inhab- 
itants of Canaan shall melt away. Fear and dread shall fall upon them : by 
the greatness of thine arm they shall be as still as a stone."t Now the per- 
son, to whom Balak applied on this trying occasion, was a man of a very ex- 
traordinary character, and of very singular gifts and abilities. He seems to 
have united qualities, the most dissimilar and opposite. He exhibits in his 
language and conduct, a very uncommon combination and contrast of virtues 
and vices. What can exceed on the one hand, the generosity and disinterest- 
edness which he expressed and put in practice, when repeatedly urged to em- 
ploy his prophetic sagacity or magical skill against Israel ? *' If Balak would 
. give me his house-full of silver and gold, I cannot go beyond the word of the 
Lord my God, to do less or more."| What can equal on the other, the vile 
prostitution, for hire, of his great talents in the service of an idolatrous prince 
against the people whom he knew to be favoured and protected of Heaven t 
We see him this day seeking and enjoying the most intimate communication 
with the living and true God ; and to-morrow recurring to the practice of in- 
famous and infernal arts, to accomplish a most detestable and diabolical pur- 
pose: proclaiming at one time, in language which the spirit of wisdom and 
prophesy alone could inspire, the security, glory and happiness of that people 
whom God delighted to honour ; and, with the very next breath, insidiously 
suggesting counsels, which directly tended to destroy that security, to tarnish 
that glory, and to dissolve that happiness. In a word, we behold him fully 
impressed with the importance of a holy life, in order to a peaceful and happy 
end, and yet living in the commission of the most flagrant enormities, and 
prematurely cut off, with all his imperfections on his head ; cleaving to the 
last to the mammon of unrighteousness, and yet sufficiently impressed with the 
loveliness of true goodness to piay in these words, '* Let me die the death of 
the righteous, and let my last end be like his !"§ 

For the farther clearing up of this very singular character and history, it 
may be of importance to observe that though the descendants of Abraham for 
many ages afler the death of that patriarch, were distinguished as the pecu- 
liar people of God, to whom were committed the lively oracles, and '* to whom 
pertained the' adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving of 
the law, and the service of God, and the promises ;"|| yet scripture permits us 
not to consider all divine knowledge as confined to that people, previous to 
their establishment in Canaan. The dispersion from the wild attempt of 

* Numb. xzii. 5, 6. t Ezod. xy. 15; 16. t Nunb. xzii. 18. $ Namb. zxiii. 10. || Rom. ix. 4. 
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Babel, necessarily conreyed in every one of iu fragidents somejknowledge of 
the nature, will and worship of the God of their fathers ; which, though in 
process of time, obscured by tradition and forgetfulness, and disfigured by 
human invention, must still have retained somewhat of both its original form 
and substance. The example and instructions of so good a master, and a 
neighbour so respectable as Abraham himself, could not but have made a sen- 
sible efiect on his numerous domestics, who were of various countries, and 
upon the princes with whom he came into connexion ; and for this very end 
probably it was, that Providence kept him wandering from place to place. By 
means of their intercourse with Abraham, we know that Pharaoh and Abime- 
lecb attained at least a certain degree of acquaintance with the true Qod. 
We find, in like manner, Job, at whatever period he lived, and his three friends, 
an Arabia, and particularly Elihu of the kindred of Ram, discovered very pro- 
found knowledge in divine things ; and Jethro, the father-in-law of Moses, in 
the land of Midian, appears evidently to have possessed the same advantage. 
It is not therefore matter of very great surprise, that Balaam, a stranger and 
an enemy to the commonwealth of Israel, should enjoy this advanuge in com- 
mon with many of his neighbours, and that he should have made such an in- 
different use of it : this alas, being the misery of multitudes, who are favour- 
ed with a still clearer light than he was. Neither will it excite wonder, if we 
find superstitious and idolatrous rites gradually blending with the worship of 
the great Jehovah. Laban, though not k> be set down as wholly given to idol- 
atry, long before the period now under review, had his Teraphim, or house- 
hold gods, which he highly prized, either as objects of religious veneration, 
or on account of the precious materials of which they were composed. And 
this too will in part account for that strange mixture which we find in the 
character of Balaam, his sudden transition from the acknowledgement of the 
God of Israel, to a participation in the profane rites employed in the worship 
of the idols of Balak and Moab. 

But, notwithstanding this odious and abominable mixture, we observe in 
more than one instance, the great God winking at these times of ignorance, 
and condescending to make known his will, even to men who were daily in- 
sulting him by their abominations as in the case of Pharaoh and Abimelech 
already mentioned, as in the case of Nebuchadnezzar, the grossest of idoh- 
tors, many ages afterwards, and in the case before us. All this leads to make 
an obvious and an important distinction, between the extraordinary g'lds and 
the graces of God's Spirit. It is one thing to have a clear, enlightened head, 
and sftiother, to have an affectionate and obedient heart. It is a blessed union 
where tljey meet, but the former without the latter only renders wickedness more 
conspicuous, and condemnation more just. The charge, alas ! does not stop at 
wicked, covetous Balaam ; it was matter of complaint down to the days of Mi- 
cah, and of prophets of a different description. «* The heads" of God's people 
judge " for reward, and the priests thereof teach for hire, and the prophets 
thereof divine for money." And our blessed Lord, to level all confidence in 
the possession of the choicest gifts, assures us, that many shall say to him in 
the great day, " Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name 7 and in 
thy name have cast out devils ? and in thy name done many wonderful works ! 
And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you : depart from me ye that 
work iniquity."* 

We observe farther, that though God was sometimes pleased to bestow the 
gifl of prophecy upon the unworthy, the prediction, though uttered by unho- 
ly lips, was the truth of God, which no weakness, pervcrseness, nor disincli- 
nation of the prophet was able either to alter or suppress. " For the prophe- 

" Mm, vii. 83, S9l 
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cy came not in old tinie*by the wiil of man : but holy men of God spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost."* They spake under an irresistible im- 
pulse ; they spake sometimes what they understood not, and what they would 
have concealed, if they could. Thus Caiapbas, the avowed enemy of our 
blessed Lord, uttered a notable prophesy concerning him, not knowing what 
he said. Thus Jeremiah, disgusted with the ill success of his preaching, 
finding the word of the Lord made a reproach and a derision daily, by the 
thoughtless men of his generation, resolved not to make mention of him, nor 
speak any more in his name. *' But," says he, '^ his word was in mine heart, 
as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary with forbearing, and 
I could not stay." And Josephus, in perfect consistency with the character 
of Balaam, as drawn by Moses, puts into his mouth this address to the king 
of Moab, who upbraided him with breach of agreement, in pronouncing the 
warmest of benedictions, where he was expressly hired to curse : '* Can you 
imagine, that when prompted by the Spirit of God to disclose futurity, it de- 
pends on us to be silent, or to speak out ? He makes our voices the vehicles 
of his wiil, without permitting us a choice in the matter. I well remember 
for what purpose the joint entreaties of you and the Midianites have brought 
me hither. I have undertaken this journey with a fixed determination to fa- 
Tour your earnest wishes : but God is more powerful than the bent of my in- 
clination, which aimed at the gratification of your desires. For when he takes 
possession of our minds, he occupies them wholly, and leaves us nothing of 
our own. I had nothing less in my intention, than to trumpet the praises of 
this mighty host, or to display the blessings which God has in reserve for this 
favoured race. But being graciously disposed towards them, and determined 
to exalt them to the highest pinnacle of glory and felicity. He suggested to 
me the predictions which I could not but utter."f 

Sometimes the representation of some dread fill punishment, to be instantly 
indicted, if they dared to falsify the oracle committed to them, might serve as 
a curb to their own natural and unruly propensities ; and, sometimes carried 
wholly out of themselves, they delivered, in an extacy, what was committed 
. to them, unconscious of what they said or did. In the prosecution of the 
history, we shall find Balaam under both these kinds of inspiration ; both 
awed by fear, and wrapt into the vision of futurity, in a trance. 

I only make one observation more, for the clearing up of this remarkable 
story. It was a generally received opinion among the Gentile nations, that 
prophets, or diviners, had a power, by means of incantation, to inflict or to 
remove public calamities ; that they understood the art of decoying from 
among their enemies, the tutelar deities who presided over them ; in conse- 
quence of which, they were easily and certainly discomfitted. Homer makes 
the capture of Troy to depend on the removal of the sacred image of Minerva 
from its residence in the citadel of that metropolis : and Joshua himself, in 
the conquest of Canaan, takes advantage of this vulgar prejudice, to encour- 
age his men to proceed to victory ; and to prevent the ill effects of the timid 
and terrifying report of his colleagues respecting the strength of the country. 
*' Rebel not ye against the Lord, neither fear ye the people of the land ; for 
they are bread for us : their defence is departed from them, and the Lord is 
with us : fear them not."( It was accordingly usual, on undertaking milita- 
ry expeditions, to nerve the arm, and to whet the sword of the soldier, by the 
tongue of the priest, and the tremendous forms of religion. They attempted 
to make the gods parties to their quarrels, and devoted to perdition the nations 
against whom they waged war. An ancient author has transmitted to us the 
form of execration employed on such occasions, which, on account of its re- 

^ 2 Pot i. 21. t Josapl^. Anliq. Hb. iv. cap. 4. t Numbers liv. 9. 
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lation to our subject, perhaps you will have the curiosity to hear. It is a per- 
fect contrast to the blessing which Balaam was obliged, reluctantly, to pror 
nounce upon Israel. The priest destined to this awful employment, after pre- 
sentmg the usual sacrifice, advanced to the head of the army, and in the pres- 
ence of the geueral and principal officers, pronounced aloud words to this ef^ 
feet : " Almighty Father of gods and men, or if thou wouldst rather be ad- 
dressed by the name of Jupiter, or if any other appellation be more grateful 
to thine ear ; pour out I coujure thee, upon this army," or *' this city," ac- 
cording as the case required, *' the spirit of terror and dismay ; deprive of 
the sight of their eyes, all those who shall level their blows at us, our legions 
or troops ; spread darkness over our enemies, over their cities, over their 
fields, over their armies. Look upon them as a thing accursed : bring them 
under the hardest conditions that ever an enemy was constrained to undergo. 
As for me, to destruction I hereby devote them ; my curse I pour upon them, 
and take this prince, these captains, this people, to be witnesses of it."* This 
ceremony being performed, and the soldiers inspirited by the sanctions of re- 
ligion, they advanced to the combat, iu confidence of success. 

It was for a purpose of this kind, that Balaam was now sent for by the con- 
federated powers of Moab and Midian. How the latter of these two natioas 
had been induced to join in such an embassy, we are not informed. The 
middle forty years of his life, Moses had spent among that people ; had form- 
ed alliance with them, by marrying the daughter of Jethro, one of the prin- 
ces of the country, with whom he maintained a most friendly correspondence, 
af)er he was raised to the command of the armies of Israel. He cannot, 
therefore, be suspected of forming a hostile design against his ancient hosts 
and relations ; and it was much more natural for them to form an alliance with 
a man of Moses*s well known wisdom and moderation, and with a people so 
sensibly favoured of Heaven as Israel was, than with a nation of idolators, 
and a prince, who was reduced to employ the poor arts of incantation against 
his enemies. But, in many cases it happens, that, aiming at an over-refined 
wisdom and policy, men prove themselves fools. Jethro was probably by this 
time dead, and the Midianitish estate was governed by councils, very unlike 
those which would probably have been suggested by that wise and good man : 
and a deputation of their princes joins those of Balak, in an application to 
Balaam, to strengthen their united forces, by laying Israel under a curse. 

It is melancholy to think that from the beginning to this day, men have 
been more eager to bring mischief upon others, than to procure good to them- 
selves. Had these Midianites and Moabites associated together to strengthen 
their borders, had they invited a prophet to come and confirm their bands of 
alliance, and encourage the hearts of their soldiery, by pronouncing a blessing 
upon themselves, they had not been reprehensible ; but such is the corruption 
and malignity of the human heart, that it not only takes pleasure in the evil 
that befals another, where our own interest is concerned, but in the very mis- 
chief that is wrought for mischief sake. The great evil is, men engage in 
transitory pursuiu as if thpy were immortal ; and had they the power, togeth- 
er with the inclination, would prosecute, momentary ofiences with everlasting 
punishments. What is it to one nation that another great nation be utterly 
exterminated, provided a favourite scheme of ambition, commerce or revenge 
be thereby promoted ! When we hear a poor wretch, a common curser and 
swearer, on the most frivolous occasions, imprecating eternal damnation on 
his fellow-creature, we are filled with horror ; and yet without surprize, we 
behold religious sects in their zeal, and mighty empires in their pride and 
fury, deliberately doing the same thing. What principle so important to indi- 

* IMacrob. Saturnai. lib. iii. cap, 9. 
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Tiduals acnd to states, as a principle of true Feligion ! It is a confortet in af^ 
fiiction, a eounselior in darkness and uncertainty, a refage in danger and die- 
tress, a support in death. What to seducti?e and misobieroos as an errone^ 
ous principle of this sort ! '* If the light that is in men be darkness, bow 
great is that darkness V* False religion is a wandering fire of the night, hnr- 
rjing men over a precipice ; plunging them in the gulpn-^pretending to bring 
a tribute of glory to God by destroying mankind. It is the spirit of the 
great enemy of Ood and man, who is a liar and a murderer from the begin* 
ning. 

It is the perilousness of the times that has tossed Balaam into notice, and 
oonseqaence, and infamy. In a quieter period, he had floated unnoticed on 
the surface, and silently increased the paltry gains of his black art, by playing 
on the credulity of siily women and children, fiut the old wizzard has had 
the good fortune to attract the notice of princes, and has the opportunity of 
selling his magical spells at his own price ; and he fails not to make the most 
of his market. With the clue afforded us in scripture, we will attempt in 
another Lecture, to folbw the tarious turnings and windings of that pro- 
foundest, darkest, most intricate of all labyrinths, a carnal, covetous heart.. 
We conclude the present with calling upon you : 

I. To remark and to revere the righteous judgment of God, in giving up 
to strong delusion those who seek and follow delusions. Every deliberate vi- 
olation of God's law, every victory which a man gains over his own conscience 
becomes his punishment, as it is his crime. Let not him who has wilfully de- 
ceived himself, in the first instance, pretend to complain, that he has been 
harried into mistakes which he never intended, but could not avoid. The 
^rst wrong step was in bis power, but not the fourth or the Jifth. The man 

needed not, unless he chose, to have set himself a running down a steep place, 
but, once in motion, it is not in his power to stop when he would. If there- 
fore he plunge into the flood beneath, the fault is in himself, not the laws of 
motion, which only carried on what his own will had begun. The man who 
has destroyed his faculties by excess, must not charge his bad memory, his er- 
roneous judgment, or the inconveniences in which they have involved him, 
upon nature or the God of nature. No, they only establish the work of his 
own hands. In this view, it is perfectly just that ** to him who hath should 
more be given, and from him who hath not, even that which he hath should 
be taken away." 

II. Let us rejoice that we have a clear and " sure word of prophecy," to 
direct and assist us in every doubtful and difficult case ; and that *' the testi- 
mony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy." The gift of prophecy was not al- 
ways a blessing to the possessor ; and, as the mere knowledge of future 
events, it would be the reverse of a blessing. In tender mercy and in loving 
kindness, God conceals futurity from men. But all that pertains to the ac- 
quisition of wisdom, and the attainment of happiness ; all that assures us of 
life and immortality, and makes us meet for the enjoyment of it, the words of 
this prophecy fully unfold. *' The righteousness of faith speaketh on this 
wise. Say not in thine heart, who shall ascend into heaven t (that is, to bring 
Christ down from above) or who shall descend into the deep ? (that is, to 
bring up Christ again from the dead.) But what saith it ? The word is nigh 
thee, even in thy mouth and in thy heart : That is, the word of faith which 
we preach. That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and 
shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt 
be saved."* To know but this, is more than ** to speak with the tongues of 
men and of angels" — is more than to ** have the gift of prophecy, and to un- 

* Bom. X. 6-r9. 
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derstaDd all mysteries and all knowledge ; and to have all faith, so as to be 
able to remo?e mountains.** ** Covet earnestly the best gifts ;" bat rather 
cultivate the fruits of the Spirit, *' love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance : against such there is no law."* 

III. While we admire the wisdom and goodness of God, in counteracting 
the intention of wicked Balaam, and turning the curse in his mouth into a 
blessing, let us bow the knee in gratitude to that great Prophet, who has 
wholly, and forever done away the corse ; let us give glory to *' God, who hath 
sent his Son Chri^ Jesus to Mess every one of us, iu turning us from our in- 
iquities ;" and to mtroduce us into more than an Eden, more than a Canaan, 
even into the paradise of God ; where there is no more curse" — *' where God 
shall wipe away all tears from our eyes ; and there shall be no more death, 
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain : for the 
former things are passed away."f 

IV. While we behold '* the madness of the prophet" — a heart hardened 
through the deceitfulness of sin, let us tremble to think that the seeds of this 
very sin are implanted deeply in our own nature ; that they have even discov- 
ered their baleful shoots ; that they bring forth fruit unto death. Every plant 
which our heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be plucked up and rooted 
out ; and this is one pf them. Look to it carefully, O man : watch it with a 
holy jealousy. ** It is the root of all evil." '* Love not the world, neither the 
things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the 
Fatbsr is not in liim. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and 
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the 
world. And (he world passeth away, and the lust thereof; but he that 
doeth the will of God, abideth forever."} 
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I.ECTURE XlVi u 

NUBIBERS XXII. SI. 

And Balaam Tose ap in the moroing, and saddled his ass, and went wiik the priaoas of Moab. 

The eagerness which men discover m pdrsuing the objects of time and 
isense, b a melancholy contrast to their coldness and indineriehce respecting 
the things of God and eternity. ThiB carnal mind needs but a hint to attach 
itself to the pursuit of riches, pleasure, or honour i and when engaged no ar- 
gument is of weight sufficient to dissuade ; lio danger intimidates, no diffictd- 
ty discourages. The understanding becomes the dupe of the passions, con- 
science is led hoodwinked by appetite, ind thie n)an is shamefblly sunk in the 
brute. But the alarm must be louder than thiinder, which awakens the thought- 
less, the sensual, and the selfish to serious reflection : add it must be repeated 
iftvery hour, else they will slumber and sleep again. 

Water has in its natural coldness a teiidency to do'ngeal ; and, once reduc- 
ed to ice, has no principle in itself to recover from that torpid state. The 
cause of change mu^ come from without. To dissolve Arid restore it to itfli 
liquid state, the sun must shine, the wind must blow ; withdraw the action of 
air and Are, and it will gradually freeze again. In like manner, without any 
cause from without, the human body, by a principle of corruption within itself, 
must speedily dissolve and be destroyed ; and the human mind, by a similar 
Internal principle of riloral corruption, degenerates from depravity to depfavi- 
tj, till, lost to shame, fear, remorse, arid, at length, to filling, meii cottie 16 
commit iniquity with greediness, and to glory in their shame. To preserve 
the body in life, there must be constaht supplies of nourishment admibistered'; 
and to preserve the soul in health, there must be ** line upon line, precept 
upon precept, here^a little arid there a little.** 

It is truly afiecting to see men enlightened arid persuaded, yet ^dded to 
their lusts ; cleai^ly informed of the right path, but wilfully arid deliberately 
)>ersi&ting in error ; hardening themselves against God and yet thinkirig to 
prosper ; acknowledging' Ood in words, but in works deriving him. 

Thede observations are all strikingly exemplified in the character iJtkd con- 
doct of Bala&m, of which we attempted to give you a general idea in the last 
Lecture, dnd to which werb added sotne observations tending to elucidate his 
lingular history. We are noti^ to enter on the particular detsul of it, as it is 
delivered in the dacred record. 

The Israelitish nation was now in thd last year of their pelregrinatidn through 
the wilderness ; their civil and religious government were rally Settled, and 
Ihe theocracy finally established. They were How Approaching the banks cS 
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the Jordan : and by their namber, order and discipline, striking terror into 
aJl the neighbouring nations. Two kings, their armies and their people, have 
already fallen before their victorious arms ; and nothing is left to oppose their 
pn^ress to Canaan, but the river, the boundary itself of the promised land. 
They pitch their camp quietly in the plains of Moab, expecting the signal 
from their divine leader and commander to pass over, conquer, and take poe- 
aesstoD. Their warlike array and recent successes, have alarmed the appre- 
hensions of Balak, king of Moab, as their prosperity and prospects had excit- 
ed his envy and jealousy. Diffident of his strength, either to repel invasion, 
if attacked by so powerful an adversary, or to attack them (irst, and endeav- 
t)ur to obstruct their progress, he enters into an alliance with the peqple of 
Midian, for their mutuaJ security and defence. And even then, still doubtful 
of the force of their united arms, they agree to employ the arts of divination 
in aid of the sword, and dream of conquering by the power of enchantment, 
those whom they were afraid to encounter in the field. To such base, such 
wretched shifts do princes and nations resort, to gratify pride, ambition or re- 
venge. For this purpose, they send a joint embassy to Balaam, the son of 
JBeor, a noted soothsayer in the neighbourhood. 

Balak and Moab had degenerated from the faith of Lot, their forefather, 
and were sunk into idolatry ; it is therefore no wonder to see them of a jeal- 
ous and hostile spirit towards Israel, their brother. A principle of religion, 
consisting in the fear and love of God, is the great bond of union among men ; 
it strengthens the ties of natural affection, and even conciliates friendship be- 
tween enemies : but irreligion, or what is worse, an erroneous principle of re- 
ligion, turns men loose against each other, dissolves society, and fattens the 
earth with human blood. We cannot help recollecting, alas ! that Abraham 
and Lot, the uncle and nephew, the progenitors of the two nations, were un- 
der the necessity of separating from each other, on account of their increas- 
ing wealth ; and we see, many years after they were laid in the dust, the self- 
same cause, whetting the spirits and the swords of their posterity, and arming 
them for their mutual destruction. The whole world is a possession too scan- 
t? for avarice and ambition ; the success of one seems to be a diminution of 
the happiness of another ; and even the immense ocean is crimsoned with 
gore, that one may enjoy sole and sullen empire ; as if that vast space could 
not accommodate the operations of two tribes of ants on yonder molehill. 
Blessed world, where envy and strife shall rage no more ; where there is bread 
enough and to spare, room enough and to spare ; where the felicity of every 
one is an accession of felicity to every one 1 

Balaam is described in scripture by his parentage, his country and profes- 
sion. He was the son of Beor, or Bosor, the difference of which pronuncia- 
tion is accounted for, from the difference of dialect in the oriental languages. 
The fother exists to us only in his name, and in the history of his son : and 
happy had it been for that son, to have left behind him nothing too but a mere 
name, instead of one loaded with infamy and detestation. Pethor, the place 
of his residence, was a city of Aram, or Mesopotamia, the very country where 
Abraham himself was born, and where he resided till his seventy-fifth year ; 
the native country of Eebekab, the wife of Isaac ; the country where Jacob 
passed a great part of his youth^ years ; where he married ; where all his 
children, except Benjamin, were born, and whence he obtained the name of 
a Syrian. Pethor was situated on the river Euphrates, called the river, by 
way of eminence or distinction, it being the largest in the country ; and 
thence, in many passages of scripture, styl^ the great river. The conntry 
adjacent, to a vast distance, being plain, it was favourable to the observation 
erf* the heavenly bodies ; and accordingly we find the science of astronomy 
was early cultivated there ; and the pretended science of astrology, that is. 
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the power of foretelliog fature events^ from the appearances and supposed 
influence of the stars, was speedily grafted upon it. Pride, presuroption, and 
a little knowledge, soon arrogated to themselves a power of contrdiing thes^ 
great luminaries, which seem in perpetual motion to encompass our earthy 
and of suspending or altering their influences ; and ignorance, superetitioa 
and credulity easily admitted the insolent claim, and resorted to it. This 
was apparently the profession of Balaam, for in the book of Joshua he is ex- 
presiHy termed ** the soothsayer." It was probably to his skill and power as 
an astrologer, that Balak had recourse for assistance against Israel, and when 
we come to his prophecy itself, we shall meet with some, and these not ob*> 
scure allusions to that art. 

iThe message put into the mouths of these ambassadors, is strongly 
expressive of terror and consternation. ** There is a people comd out 
from Egypt: behold, they cover the face of the earth, and they abide 
over against me."* The dreadful plagues inflicted on Egypt, in effeet- 
ing Israel's deliverance, had been heard at the distance of Moab; and 
though forty years have elapsed, they are neither forgotten, nor have lost their 
impression. Fear ever magnifies its object ; ** they cover the face of the 
earth :" the word is, the eye or sight of the earth ; their tents extend so far, 
that the earth and they seem to have one limit, and they are marshalled so 
close, that no ground can be seen. Another image, strongly expressive of 
the same passion, is that in the fourth verse. *^ Now will this company }ick« 
up all that are round about us, as the ox licketh up the grass of the field." 
" Lick up," it is the same word which is used 1 Kings, xviii. 38. to express 
the action of devouring fire. ** Then the fire of the Lord fell, and consumed 
the burnt sacrifice, and the wood and the stones, and the dust, and licked up 
the water that was in the trencfa."t The ox, as he feeds calmly and stately 
along, employs his tongue only, and the grass perisheth without pushing with 
the horn, or stamping with the foot, actions that denote strength and exertion, 
but by the easy motion of a soil and pliant film of flesh, he sweeps away all 
before him ; thus easily and certainly, Balak apprehends, was Israel advancing 
to his and his people's destruction. 

And how was this approaching plague to be resisted or averted t ** Come 
now therefore, I pray thee, curse me this people, for they are too mighty for 
me ; peradventure I shall prevail that we may smite them, and that I may 
drive them out of the land : for I wot that he whom thon blestest is blessed, 
and he whom thou cursest is cursed "|: We have here an assemblage of all 
the baser and more contemptible passions of the human mind, called for^ . 
and led on by the predominant one of fear : a low grovelling superstition, ex- 
pecting from magical spells, what ought to have been sought for firom wisdom 
and vflJour : unprovoked violence and cruelty, in seeking the destruction of a 
people, who were dwelling peaceably by him, and who had given such strong 
and recent proof of their moderation, in submitting to a tedious and difficult 
march round the whole land of Edom, rather than offend an unkind brother, 
who had refused a passage through his land, which they could easily have cut 
with the sword ; and unmanly, abject adulation of a vile wizard, whom he 
supposed capable of serving his turn. On the other hand, the two great lead- 
ing passions of Balaam's soul, vanity and covetousness, were likely to be 
gratified to the full. How would his heart exult, to see a train of princes 
standing at his gate, and presents, worthy of kings to bestow, poured down 
at his feet ! A prophet indeed, would have known from the beginning, that 
the application was nugatory, and that it must come to nothing ; and an hon- 
est man would have rejected it with firmness, and persevered in that rejection. 
But we see his heart is won from the first moment, and all that follows is a 

« Numb. mi. 6. 1 1 Kiagi , zviii. SS. t Nunb. xxii. S. 
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Wfetcbed straggle between indination aqd conecience, in trhieh the foniier« 
|U leagth, carries off the ? ictory. 

He receives the messengers with great courtesy, and accomodates them in 
his house ; for even a miaer can be hoq>itable, if he be sore of gaining by it 
Abraham's serrantf followed by a camel loaded with the g<x>d things of 
Canaan, can easily force apext the doors of socb a man as Laban, or Balaaro. 
He affects an air of gre^t mystery ; he cannot give his response immectiatelT* 
Night, the season of incantation apd dreams, must intervene ; and, horrible 
to think, the great and dreadful name of Jehovah is interposed, to sanction 
and conceal the wicked purposes of a heart hunting after its covetousness ; 
and he promises to report iq the morning the result of his consultation. How 
fiuthfiilly the report was made the sequel will shew. 

It appears, on the &oe of the history, that God waited not for an applica* 
tion from Balaam, concerning this business, but whether in a dream, a visioo, 
or by a voice, prevented him, with an inquiry concerning the deputation from 
Moab. In many instances, Jehovah is represented 9fi drawiqff information 
from men's own mouths, of what evidently lay revealed ta^ bis dl-seeing eye, 
and thus making their folly and wickedness to expose, reprove, and condemn 
themselves. *< And God came unto Balaam, and said. What men are these 
with thee V^ This question must have put the prophet into great agitation. 
^ Awful is the voice of the Eternal, at whatever season, in whatever form, and on 
'whatever occasion it is heard ! How awful then to a bad man, harbouring an 
ill design, shutting wilfully his own eyes, and yet Battering himself, and say- 
ing, IhUi God see, and is there knowledge with the Most High t That be 
considered the very question as ominous, and fatal to the cause of his avarice 
Ud vainglory, is evident from the circumstantiality of his answer. It dis- 
covers a soul tremblingly alive to the voice of interest : it is minute and par« 
ticular, as if, by a parade of words, he could deceive his Maker into an ap* 
probation of his purpose and desire. What then must have been his chagrin 
fund disappointment, when a prohibition, so peremptory and positive, in a mo- 
ment blasted all his prospects of gain and preferment ! 

'* And God said unto Balaam, Thou shdt not go with them, thou shalt not 
curse the people for they are bles8ed."t The application had two objects in 
Tiew. permission to go ioto the land of Moab, and liberty to curse the children 
pf Israel, and both meet with a flat denial. He must not accompany the am- 
bAssadors to him who sent them ; neither must he, either at home or abroad, 
in this place or in that, presume to curse, or in any shape whatever to molest 
that people. And, as if the sternness of interdiction had not been sufficient, 
^ reason is assigned, ** for they are blessed." The commandments of God, 
|tt general, are so clear^ that it is impossible to misunderstand them ; it is not 
ignorance, but presumption, that ruins mankind. 

Balaaro, however reluctant, must next morning deliver an account of the 
Bight's success ; and we find he does it in a very partial and imperfect man- 
lier. When he reported the message of Balak to God, having to do with the 
great Searcher of hearts, with whom disguise avails nothing, he is accurate 
and distinct ; but in carrying back the answer of God, having to do with men, 
who knew no more than he had a miqd to communicate to them* he delivers 
it in terms calculated only to stimulate the eagerness of the king oif Moab, by 
imcQuraging a hope tha| something might be extorted, by dint of importunity 
find perseverance ; or, that perhaps he might]l>e allowed to do that at a di*- 
tance, which he might not do by a nearer approach. The command w«$ 
clear and full, ** Thou shalt not go with them ;" but in the mouth of Balaam 
|( 19 mutilated and pt»rverted : ^' the Lord refuseth to give me leave to go wkh 

«^Nen)b.sui.9. f Nua^. sen. 9^. 
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joaJ*^ This satisfiet Balak at once, tbat the prophet's food will was wkh 
him ; that it was not from want of inclination that the messengers returned 
without him ; and, he justly omcludes tbat with such a proportion of the 
man on his side, it would not be difficult to make the rest to follow. 

The father of lies himself will speak truth, when it makes for his purpose ; 
and Satan will quote scripture, if he can but deceive by it ; as in his tempta- 
tion of our Saviour in the wilderness* But then there is always some material 
circumstance disguised, perverted or suppressed: and thereby a diJSTerent 
meaning is conveyed from what was intended. The word of God, then, is 
handled deceitfully, not only when it is wrested, and made to speak a lan^uase 
Bot its own, but when any part of the truth is purposely, artfully and wilfhUy 
concealed : and he " who shuns to declare the whole counsel of Qod,'' is 
equally criminal with him who presumes to deliver, as the word of God, what 
wants the stamp of his authority. Balaam simply relates, that he is not per- 
mitted to go ; not a syllable of the prohibition to curse Israel, nor of the 
reason assigned for that prohibition. 

As the message lost much by the way between God and the princes of 
Moab, firoip Balaam's manner of rehearsing it ; so it loses still more between 
Balaam and their master, from their mutilated and partial report : so that by 
the time it reaches Balak, an entirely different turn and meaning is given to 
it The words of the oracle are, '' Thou shalt not go with them : tlK)u shaH 
not curse the people, for they are blessed :"t rehearsed by Balaam, '* the 
Lord refuseth to give me leave to go with you :"| reported by the ambassa- 
dors, " Balaam refuseth to come with us."§ Thus, by the alteration of a few 
circumstances, even without a direct violation of truth, by passing through a 
Tery fow hands, a plain proposition is. made to contradict itself: and if we add 
to the easiness of varying facts, by varying phrases, and modes of expression ; 
the difference, still more easily made, by the infinite diversity of tones, looks 
and gesture, we shall not be surprised to lind, what frequently happens, a 
man made to sav diametrically the reverse of what he did say, and what he 
intended. 

Balak having received this answer as the prophet's, with great colour of 
reason, considers it as a mere artifice, employed with a view to raise his price 
and impor^nce ; and he hopes to conquer Balaam's reluctance, by assiduity, 
perseverance, presents and flattery : for both good and bad men judge of 
others by themselves : and apprized, it would appear, of Balaam's weak side, 
ambition and avarice, he despatches a second embassy, consisting of a greater 
number of persons, and of still higher rank, with this weighty and importu- 
nate address : '* T^hus saith Balak, the son of Zippor, Let nothing, 1 pray 
thee, hinder thee ficom coming unto me : for I wiU promote thee unto very 

freat honour, and I will do whatsoever thou sayest unto me : come, therefore, 
pray thee, curse me this people." If How flattering all this to a worldly, 
selfish mind ! Balak puts a chart blanche into his hands ; leaves him to name 
his own terms. All the honour which a king could bestow, all the wealth of 
Moab is before him ; the very things which his soul lusted after. Blessed 
Jesus, thou chief of the prophets, even the prince of this world, the chief of 
tempters, when he came, found nothing in thee ! found no wesk side, no vul- 
nerable part. The kingdoms of this world, and the glory of them, dazzled 
not thine eyes : to the loudest calls of nature thou turnedst a deaf ear. The 
applause of men thou didst despise ; thou soughtest not thine own glory, but 
the glory of Him that sent thee : thy ** meat and drink was to do the will of 
Sim that sent thee." 
Balaam had new been at the summit of his wishes, but for a stem, pointed 

f Norn. mii. 13. t Nam. nii. IS. t Niud. zxii. 13. $ Nim. uii. li. | Nam. zxii. 16, ITi 
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eommand of Ood ; wbich, like a drfLwn aword, hung by a single bak OFer bis 
bead. Shocking dilemna ! he is goaded on by/iesircs as impetuous as ever 
took possession of a proud and covetous mind ; be is bridled in by a prohibi- 
tion, as decisife as words could make it For a moment we are in hope that 
the good )>rinciple has got the ascendant, that the fear, if not the lo?e of God 
is shed abroad in his heart Who could speak better ? *' If Balak would 

£'Te me his house full of sjlver and gold, I cannot go beyond the word of tbo 
ord my Qod, to do less or more."* It is the very sentiment of chaste and 
virtnoos Joseph, when solicited by tempution of a different sort But here is 
the diffisrence ^--Joaeph fled from temptation, and overcame : Balaam tam- 
pered with 'it, and felL Even the worst of men feel themselves under a 
necessity, ibr their interest's sake, to save appearances ; and something must 
be said, at least, to still the clamours of conscience. Unhappy roan ! steady, 
himself, to his own base and wicked purpose, he is weak enough to entertain 
the hope, that the great, the unchangeable Jehovah may depart from bis. 
Thus deceiving him^f, it is no wonder to see him attempting to deceive the 
lung of Moab's messengers into the espectation of a response more favoura- 
ble to their united wishes. Accordingly, he courteously mvites them f lodge 
with him that night also ; if, peradventure, there might be obtained a reverb 
of the decree. 
And now the sable curtain is drawn, and Balaam is left alone, and no eye 
^ sees him but the all-seeing eye of God. Without waiting to be consulted, and 
the prophet, without doubt, was both afraid and ashamed to venture on this 
second rencounter, God again prevents him, and tacitly, though not directly, 
charges him with having invited this second application, in the face of a posi- 
tive and decided answer. Balaam and Balak are both men of this world, and 
having one and the same spirit to govern them, they readily understand each 
other. Balaam evidently courts a second address ; and Balak is not slow to 
pay it Now, this is the very thing which gives so great and such just offence 
to a holy God — that two presumptuous, selfish wretches should presume to • 
imagine, that the counsels of Heaven could be shaken, in compliance with 
their humour or interest ** And God came unto Balaam at night, and said 
unto him, If the men come to call thee, rise up, and go with them ; but yet 
the word which I shall say unto thee, that shalt thou do."f The word might 
have been rendered, ** Seeing the men have come to call thee. Balaam, you 
have carried, thus far, your point. A more honourable embassy attends you. 
Your desire is to go : you are unable to withstand the allurements of riches 
and honour : you know the better course, but will pursue the worse. Well 
then, fulfil thy desire. I have declared my will ; but thou preferrest thine 
own. I have said. Go not; curse not; but the demon of gain. Mammon, 
says, go and curse. Obey him. Go, and take the consequence." This is 
clearly the language of the permission given him to accompany the messengers. 
And can there be a clearer proof of the divine displeasure, than when God 
yields to men, and gives them their own way ? " My people," says God, 
** would not hearken to my voice, and Israel would none of me ; so I gave 
4hem up into their own heart's lust, and they walked in their own coansels. 

that my people had hearkened unto me, and Israel had walked in my ways ! 

1 should soon have subdued their enemies, and turned my hand against their 
adversaries."! The wickedness of the old world at length overcame the 
patience of God ; and he said, *' My Spirit shall not always strive with man :" 
and so they were lefl to eat and drink, to dance and to play ; but then the 
waters of a deluge were at no great distance : and when God says, concern- 
ing a people, or an individual, '' Ephraim is joined to idols, let him alone ;" 
short of hell, it is the worst that can befal them. 

> Num. jorii. 18. t Num. xxii. 90. i Pfslm hoMi. 11— li. 
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Balaam flattered himself and the Moabites, with hearing mare firem God ; 
but, as the punishment of abusing the light he had, he hears less than befiure ; 
and the ? ision is obscured to the man who had wilfully shut his own eyes. 
He was formerly forbidden either to go, or to curse. He is now, at his peril, 
allowed to go : but should he be so rash as to proceed on so slender a warrant, 
he is, at his peril, warned to walk by the instructions which should be gi?ea 
him. How easily men belie?e, how promptly they obey, when the doctrine 
tallies with their prejudices; when the precept coincides with their in- 
clinations or their interest Balaam is weak, E ought to have said, wicked 
enough, to imagine his way perfectly clear. Having carried, as he thought, 
one essentii^ point, all the rest, he presumes, will follow of course. Who so 
quicksighted as a covetous man pursuing his gain t And yet, who so stupid 
and dull, as the man whose eyes the god of this world hath blinded 1 Balaam 
is up betimes in the morning, equipped for his journey, on his way for the 
land of Moab. *' For the children of this world are in their generation wiser 
than the children of light"* And there, for the present, we shall leave him, 
with this melancholy, mortifying reflection — that a corrupted heart has infi- 
nitely greater power to pervert a sound understanding and a well informed 
conscience, than an intelligent conscience and a clear head have to reform 
and purify a corrupted heart. If Qod permit, we shall continue the history 
next Lord's day. May grace and wisdom be granted us to make a proper use 
of it ; and to God's holy name be praise. Amen. 
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t PETER U. 15, 16. 

Tikete are gone aitray, rollowitl|f the way of Balaam, the son of Bowr. who loved the wa^ of ao. 
QghteoiMneM; but was raboJMd fcr his iniqai^ ; the dombaa, speakuy with ana's voice fcKbmi 
the madness of the prophet. 

Tbb ordinary powers of nature, if we insider them attentively, are nolesd 
wonderfol in themselves, and are not less a proof of the power and wisdonf 
of Qod, than those extraordinary gifts which have been bestowed, and those 
preternatural powers which have been exercised at particular seasons, and for 
special purposes ; and which have excited the admiration and astonishment of 
one part of mankind, and the incredulity of another. That a company of il- 
literate men should suddenly, and without instruction or study, be endowed 
with the gift of readily speaking various languages, justly raises our wonder, 
and conveys to our minds a very lofty idea of that divine intelligence which 
can communicate such power unto men : but we overlook the wonder equally 
great, because it is continually occurring, of the common gift of speech, and 
the conveyance of thought by it ; and the acquisition of language by means « 
of letters and memory. That a dumb ass should speak with man*s voice, and 
the dull ass reason, fills us with surprise, because the instance is singular and 
unparalleled ; but the gradual increase of the human body, the imperceptible 
expansion of the powers of the human mind, pass for a thing of course ; 
though the hand of Qod be conspicuous in the one case as in the other. 
Nothing is incredible to them who know the scriptures, and the power of God, 
nothing is incredible to him who attends, with any degree of application, to 
the operations of his own mind ; and to what, in the ordinary course of hu- 
man affairs, is every hour pressing upon his observation. 

In a crowded assembly, without the utterance of a single sound, by one 
glance of the eye, the inmost thoughts, the most secret emotions, shall, quick 
as lightning, be conveyed from soiu to soul : and the stranger be unable to in- 
termeddle with, to partake of the sorrow or the joy. Let the veil of night be 
spread ever so thick, and the use of sight suspended, as if the eye ball weref 
extinguished, the vibration of a little film of flesh shall dissipate the gloom, 
and convey the accents of affection or of woe to the ear and the heart of sym- 
pathy. Place the diameter of the globe between my friend and me, by an art 
subtile as the magic spell, what I know and feel in the firozen regions of the 
north, shall flee on the swift wings of the wind, and touch his soul under the 
more clement sky of the opposite hemisphere. Knowing from experience all 
this to be true, history can record ne fiict, promise suspend before my eyes no 
future event too wonderful for me to bdieve. The omniscience, omnipoteace 
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and iofmite gbodoess of God once admitted, e?ery difficulty vani^heis. Is 
there aoy thing too hard for the Lord to perform 1 No : Then Sarah con^^ 
ceives a son at ninety years old ; the dumb ass re'proTes the madness of his 
master ; unlettered fishermen speak with tongues ; the dead shall arise ; all 
these things shall be dissolved, and '' new heavens, and a new earth, where- 
in dwelleth righteousness," shall be e3q[>anded, to endure forever and ever. 

Having premised these things, not altogether foreign, we trusty to our sub- 
ject, we proceed to the farther prosecution of a history, as singular and as in- 
structive, perhaps, as any in scripture. 

Balaam having obtained what he was willing to believe the consent of God 
to his journey into the land of Moab, for we easily believe what we wish, los- 
es not a moment in making preparation for it. He is mounted, and on his 
journey by the first dawning of the day, as if afraid of prevention, by a revo- 
cation of the permission ; ill at ease in his mind, but smothering convic- 
tion, in the exultation of having princes in his train, and in the prospect of 
all the riches and honour which confederated kings had to bestow^ Scripture 
gives us the idea of a holy violence offered unto God, with which he is well 
pleased, and to which he graciously submits to yield ; as when it is said, " the 
Kingdom of heaven suflfereth violence, and the violent take it by force." 
Hence the commandment, to *' strive to enter in at the strait gate," to wrestle 
and make supplication, *' to pray always, and not to faint" But there is also 
suggested the idea of an impious, a presumptuous, and a fatal strife and con- 
tention with our Maker, in which, woe be to the man that prevails* Such 
was the violence which worldly minded Balaam offered ; and how could he 
think to prosper 1 God, justly displeased at his perse verence in a cause which 
he knew to be disapproved of Heaven, leaves him not long in uncertainty re- 
specting his will. 

The princes of Moab, it would appear, had now lefl him, and were pro- 
ceeding with a quicker pace to apprize their master of the prophet's approach ^ 
and Balaam remains attended by only two of his own servants, when the an- 
gel of the Lord places himself in the way for an adversary against him. We 
^all find, in the sequel, the person styled the angel of the l^rd, as in other 
places, so here, assuming the character, and exercising the prerogative of De- 
ity : for he it is that afterwards says, " The word that / shall speak unto thee^ 
that thou shalt speak." We are to understand, therefore, by this designatiout 
the mighty, the uncreated Angel, by whom God made the worlds ; the eternal 
Word, which was in the beginning, which was with God, and which was God, 
and which, in the fulness of time was made flesh, and dwelt among men : 
*' And they beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, 
full of grace and truth."* But never, till now, did he appear in the charac- 
ter of an adversary. We find him on other occasions, appearing to direct the 
wandering, to protect the weak, and to succour the distressed ; as in the case 
of Hagar, Lot and Jacob : biit the face of the Lord is set against them that 
do evil. And now behold him in the way to check the progress of pride5 
violence and covetousness. The great enemy, foe to God and man, is term- 
ed, by way of distinction the adversary : but lo ! that awful character is as- 
sumed by a very different being — by one, infinitely greater and mightier than 
him ; whose wrath is infinitely more terrible ; who has power to save and to 
destroy ; and, if he take upon him that form, it is still in consistency with his 
gracious characters of good and merciful : it is to humble the proudi to pre- 
vent and counteract the causeless curse ; to disappoint malice, and make the 
purposes of revenge recoil upon itself; it is to support the firiendlesS} to guard 
the innocent, and to relieve the miserable. 

Vol- IV. 16 
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This formidable apparition was observed neither by the prophet nor his ser* 
Tants. Neither the natural vision of the latter, nor the extraordinary and su- 
pernatural sagacity of the former, discerned any thing, save empty space, 
where the duliest of brute animals descried the presence of Him, who makes 
all nature tremble at his nod ; who ** giveth understanding to the prudent, 
and to him that hath no might increaseth strength/' Is not this a striking 
representation of what daily comes to pass in the course of providence t 
We see men soaring in the clouds, with their eyes and imagination, while 
with their feet they stumble and fall into the ditch that is before them ; pos- 
sessing every kind of sense, except common sense : pretending to superiour 
refinement, and yet stupid and gross, in the plainest and most essential things. 
Thus the simplicity of the gospel was " to the Jews a stumblingblock, and 
to the Greeks foolishness :'' and on this very account, the condescending Sav- 
iour of mankind is represented as rejoicing in spirit, and saying, ** I thank 
thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and ^arth, because thou hast hid these things 
from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes. Even so. 
Father, for so it seemed good in thy sight."* Thus God destroyeth the wis- 
dom of the wise, and brings to nothing the understanding of the prudent.'t 

What an object of terror is here represented as obstructing the passage ! 
An angel ! The prince of angels armed with a sword, and that sword drawn 
in his hand I What was the strength of Egypt, in that dreadful night, when 
one of his flaming messengers walked through the midst of it, and made all 
its first-born to bked to death under his stroke 1 How easy had it been for 
that arm, with one stroke of that sword^ to have put an end to the life and 
madness of the prophet ! But he chose to employ a meaner instrument, and 
thereby to vindicate to himself higher praise. 

There is a striking progress described in the mode of admonition and re- 
proof, administered to the prophet by the successive actions of the dumb 
creature. First, " he turned aside out of the way, and went into the field ;" 
a plain intimation to his accustomed rider, that something extraordinary ob- 
structed his path. Thus, in many passages of scripture, the common in- 
stincts of the dullest animals, are employed to expose the greater thoughtlessf 
ness and folly of rational beings. *^ Ask, now, the beasts, says Job, ^* and they 
shall teach thee ; and the fowls of the air, and they shall tell thee : or apeak 
to the earth, and it shall teach thee ; and the fishes of the sea shall declare 
unto thee* Who knoweth not in all these, that the hand of the Lord hath 
wrought this t"| " Hear, O heavens ;" says God by Isaiah, " and give ear, 
O earth : for the Lord hath spoken : I have nourished and brought up chil- 
dren, and they have rebelled against me. The ox knoweth his owner* and 
the ass his master's crib : but Israel doth not know, my people doth not con- 
sider. "§ '^ Yea, the stork in the heaven/' saith God by another prophet, 
** knoweth her appointed times : and the turtle, and the crane, and the swal- 
low observe the time of her coming ; but my people know not the judgement 
of the Lord."|| Thus, in the passage before us, a more indirect reproof was 
given to the eagerness and speed of Balaam, pricked on by the spur of covet- 
oosness and ambition, by the action of the ass, in deviating from the right 
path ; and had not the eyes of his understanding been blinded by the wages 
of unrighteousness, this, without the vision of an angel, might have taught 
faim that the way in which he went was perverse before God. But ibllowing 
only the blind impulse of a carnal mind, he wreaks, in reiterated blows upon 
the unoffending brute, the resentment which ought to have been levelled 
against his own rashness and presumption. Who was here most worthy of 

*MalUxi.25>26. flCor.i.lj^. iJobzii.7-0. ^Uai.l2,Z. fl Jer. vui. 7. 
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Stripes ? Let the adage of the wise man determine. ** A whip for the hor^^ 
a bridle for the ass, and a rod for the fool's back." 

Behold the patience and^-longsuffering of God. The ass, by dintof blows^ 
is forced back again into the road, and the angel himself gives place and re- 
tires. Folly and obstinacy seem to have carried off the victory ; but alas, 
how short is the triumph of impiety ! If omnipotence yield, it is only to 
meet the sinner on ground more difficult and dangerous. The heavenly mes- 
senger now takes his stand in a place where there was no way to escape, " a 
wall on this side, and a wall on that," and a flaming sword wielded by the 
arm of the great Archangel, in front, to oppose. There is no way of safety 
but in turning back and fleeing for life, and yet he will madly push on to his 
own destruction. When men are once engaged in a way that is not good, 
difficulty only stimulates their ardour ; they i;u8h on through danger to dan- 
ger, till they involve themselves in inevitable destruction ; according to th« 
fearful progress described by the prophet — '^ Fear, and the pit, and the snare 
shall be upon thee, O inhabitant of Moab, saith the Lord. He that fleeth 
from the fear shall fall into the pit, and he that getteth up out of the pit, shall 
be taken in the snare : for I will bring upon it, even upon Moab, the year of 
their visitation, saith the Lord. They that fled stood under the shadow of 
Heshbon, because of the force : but a fire shall come forth out of Heshbon, 
and a flame firom the midst of Sion, and shall devour the corner of Moab, and 
the crowd of the head of the tumultuous ones."* 

The reproof now becomes more distinct and direct. The wretched ani- 
mal, urged on by his furious rider, hemmed in with a wall on either side, and 
opposed in front as with a wall of fire, in making a desperate effort to pass by 
and advance, thrusts herself close to the wall, and crushes the prophet s foot. 
Thus slow, thus reluctant, is a merciful God to proceed to judgement He 
first warns and threatens ; then touches the extremities, if peradventure the 
sinner will take warning, and turn back ; and not till all means have been 
tried and found ineffectual, is he provoked to strike the deadly blow that 
reaches the heart. 

Mark on the other hand, by what dreadful degrees sinners harden them- 
* selves against God, till they become lost to feeling. The commission of one 
sin as naturally leads to another, as every step down a steep place accelerates 
the speed of that which is to follow ; and yet transgressors vainly imagine it 
is ia their power to stop when they, please, or to turn against the bias. One 
of the most fearful symptoms of a reprobate mind, is, when the very means 
of awakening, convincing and converting, serve as opiates to the conscience, 
and increase that insensibility which they were meant to cure. If the con- 
stitution of the patient be so vitiated as to convert medicine into poison, dis- 
solution cannot be at a great distance. Affliction, that wholesome, though 
unpalatable potion, never leaves the mind exactly where it found it. A cure 
is either begun by it, or the distemper is confirmed. The history of Balaam 
is the illustration of this position. The pain of his foot has only served to 
whet the asperity of his disposition ; and the more he is opposed, the more 
earnest he is to get forwards. O that the children of light were thus perse- 
verant in a good cause, and not weary of well doing. 

It is astonishing that superstition, if not the fear of Qod, did not now turn 
him ba(^k. Surely never journey had a more bmineus, inauspicious begin- 
ning : but the passions, by which he was actuated, are among the last to be 
discouraged ; on he drives, and the angel, in patience mixt with displeasure, 
continues to retreat, till at length the path becomes so narrow, that it was im- 
possible to turn to the right hand or to the left, when the patient brute, weari- 
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ed and wasted with stripes, and scared witb the dreadful vision immediately 
before her eyes, at last sinks to the earth under her burthen. 

This was the third stage of admonition and reproof. God first waves the 
flaming sword, but cuts not, shakes the rod, but smites not. That being dis- 
regarded, he puts forth his band and smites the heal, but spares the vitals. 
He then, proceeds to block up the way, that the sinner cannot pass ; but is 
eonstrained to fall down before him. Humanity is shocked as we proceed. 
<* The merciful man is merciful to his beast, but the tender mercies af the 
-wicke^ are cruel." Behold an old, simple, uncomplaining drudge expiring un- 
der the angry blows of her unkind master. The very stones of the field are 
ready to cry out, and to upbraid the hardhearted, ungrateful wretch with bis 
cruelty. ** Balaam's anger was kindled, and he smote her with a stafil" 

In the history of the miracle which follows, a multitude of reflections crowd 
upon us. In the order and frame of nature, every creature of Qod has a spe- 
cial use and end ; neither is there any schism, deficiency or redundancy, per- 
mitted in the great body of the universe. Every thing is in its place ; every 
thing is fulfilling the purpose of its Creator ; and therefore nothing ought to 
l>e mean or contemptible in our eyes. The great Lord of all, exercises a ten- 
der concern about the lowest of the brute creation, provides for them, and re- 
sents the cruelty and injustice which are offered them. ** He feeds the ra- 
▼ens," *♦ the young lions ask their meat from God," " he careth for oxen," " a 
vparrow falleth not to the ground without our Heavenly Father." And lo, 
the dull ass findeth compassion and an avenger, when under oppression, from 
him whom angels worship. Who so lofty as to be beyond bis reach, as to 
defy his power ? What so little as to be beneath bis notice, or shut out from 
his pity. There is of consequence a return of attention and tenderness due 
from the human race to every order of creatures below themselves, and whose 
services, whatever their faculties may be, Providence permits them to employ 
either for pleasure or for use. The power and wisdom which stationed every 
creature in its proper place, and preserves it there, can at pleasure elevate it 
to a higher, or depress it to a lower sphere ; can confer upon it a force un- 
known before, or deprive it of what it formerly possessed ; can break the ^ 
strength of Egypt, by an army of frogs or flies, or preserve Daniel unhurt in ' 
the midst of the lions ; can catch the serpent in his own craftiness, and teach 
the dull ass speech and reason. 

The cunning of Satan, and the understanding of man, look out for likely, 
promising and adequate instruments to carry on their designs. The wisdom 
of God chooses to execute his by such as are apparently weak, unpromising 
and inadequate. To seduce our first parents, the devil employed the agency 
of that creature which was the most sagacious of all the beasts of the field. 
The most stupid, in the hand of the Almighty, was sufficient to confound, 
and to convict, and to condemn, the proudest and most highly gifled of his 
jace. And the gospel of Christ becoraeth effectual unto salvation, not through 
the wisdom of words, but by demonstration of the Spirit ; for ** God hath 
chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise ; and God hath 
chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are migh- 
ty ; and base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God 
chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are : 
that no flesh should glory in his presence."* 

Finally, for we must make an end of our reflections on the subject — What 
creature so brutish, as a rational being under the dominion of his lusts ! the 
novelty of an ass speaking, reasoning, remonstrating, seems to have excited 
f^ ^tonishment in the furious prophet : he is not awakened to one sentimeiif 
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of oompassioB, nor of godly fear, by a phenomenon so singular. The only 
regret he feels, is the want of a deadly instrument to prosecute his resentment 
to the full. Men most vainly, and in the face of experience, imagine, that 
such and such means of conviction would certainly work their effect. '* Nay> 
but if one went from the dead they will repent ;" but the truth is too well 
confirmed by every day's experience, to be called in question, that " if they 
hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one 
rose from the dead."* A miracle greater than even opening the ass*s mouth 
must be performed, before Balaam be persuaded. A heart wedded to gain, is 
not to be reasoned out of its favourite pursuit ; and unbelief, do what you will, 
always finds a strong hold whereto it can resort, and which it easily renders 
impregnable. " Shew us a sign from heaven and we will believe." Well, 
the very petulance of incredulity is humoured, the sign is exhibited, Satan is 
cast out Surely they will now believe. No such thing. ^' This man cast- 
eth out devils by Beelzebub the prince of the devils." The eyes of Balaam 
are blinder, his heart more hard than when the tongue of the ass is mute. 

At length, God vouchsafes to effect that by a second miracle, which had 
been obvious to a tender conscience, much more to a prophetic eye, without 
any miracle at all ; and the angel stands confest to the sight of the sooth-* 
sayer, clothed in all his terror. And now violence, ambition and covetous- 
ness stand for a while suspended, swallowed up of fear at this alarming sight. 
His eyes are no sooner opened to see with whom he had to contend, than he 
shuts them again in consternation and astonishment ; '^ he bowed his head 
and fell flat on bis face." What a miserable figure a haughty man makes 
when caught in the snare ! How vain the expectation of fleeing from God, 
or of opposing him with success ! How dreadful it is to meet as an adversary. 
Him whose counsels we have slighted as a friend ! Balaam has now the un-> 
speakable mortification of discovering that he owed the preservation of his life 
to the slender sagacity and discernment of the poor brute whom he had treat- 
ed so unmercifully ; and he is again assured, without reserve or disguise, that 
the design of this journey was highly odious and offensive to God. '* Behold 
I went out to withstand thee, because thy way is perverse before me. And 
the ass saw me, and turned from me these three times ; unless she had turn<i 
ed firom me, surely now also I had slain thee, and saved her tilive."t 

But though intimidated and confounded, his heart still cleaves to '* the wa- 
ges of unrighteousness." Disapprobation could not be expressed in clearer 
and stronger words, than had all along been employed, '' thou shalt not go, 
thou shalt not curse," *' I went out to withstand thee : thy way is perverse be- 
fore me," and yet he has the assurance to make it a matter of doubt whether 
God were displeased with him or not. A conscience not quite callous, a heart 
not totally hardened like his, would have sought instantly to retreat, thankful 
that his presumption had not already cost him his life ; but he cannot give 
up the hope of getting forward. *' If it displease thee, I will get me back 
again."f *' If it displease thee." Could he doubt it ? What kind of assur- 
ance would he have had ? And yet, wonderful to be told, the angel contin- 
ues once more to give way j and Balaam has still the hardiness to proceed ; 
and the issue proves the truth of the wise man's assertion : *' He that being 
oflen reproved hardei^th bis neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that 
without remedy."§ 

The history now hastens on to the meeting of Balaam and Balak ; the one 
eager to prevail over his enemies, by the power of enchantment ; the other to 
possess himself of the riches and honours of Moab. The one lays aside the 
state of a king, and advances to his utmost border, out of respect to his ex- 

' lioke xvi. 31. j Num. n^i. 32, 33. t Nini). zzii. 34, $ Prov.xxiy. 1, 
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pected gaest. The other, with more speed than became a prophet, hastens 
to partake of the prince's repast, little scrupulous whether the bill of fare con- 
sisted of things offered unto idols or not. But happily for Israel, God, their 
protector, had put a hook in his nose, and a bridle in bis jaws. He himself 
feels and acknowledges it, however reluctantly. ** And Balaam said unto Ba- 
lak, Lo, I am come unto thee : have I now any power at all to say any thing 1 
the word that God putteth in my mouth, that shall I speak.'** 

The prophecy itself, one of the most beautiful passages in the sacred histo- 
ry, though uttered by pcofane lips ; and the power of God therein exemplified 
in making the wrath of man to praise him, will furnish useful matter for 
another discourse. Let what has been said, be improved as a solemn warn- 
ing to observe, regard and submit to the admonitions of God's word and prov- 
idence. Woe be to that man who sees no angel standing in the way of a sin- 
ful career, till the angel of death stop him with his fatal dart. Let the checks 
of conscience be listened to. Has the hand, or the foot been bruised, retreat 
in time. There is a lion in the way. He that proves too strong for his Ma- 
ker, by a bold perseverance in an evil coarse, is only hastening forward his 
own destruction. The same person is the kindest friend, and the most formi- 
dable adversary. 

God can find an instrument to punish, in the meanest and most contempti- 
ble creature ; therefore despise none, abuse none. Be not weary in well do- 
ing. Take an example from Balaam, in respect of perseverance ; but choose 
an honester and worthier object of pursuit Honour God with your saperioor 
reason and use of speech. Behold an ass wise, and a prophet mad : blush at 
thy own folly, and be humble. 

Let us go, as has been already suggested, and learn wisdom from the brute 
creation. ** The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master's crib ;" be 
instructed to acknowledge the hand that feeds thee : learn attachment to thy 
Protector, learn gratitude to thy Benefactor, repay kindness with kindness. 
Learn industry from the bee. ** Go to the ant, thou sluggard ; consider her 
ways, and be wise : which having no guide, overseer, or ruler, provideth her 
meat in the summer, and gathereth her food in the harvest. How long wilt 
thou sleep, O sluggard 1 When wilt thou arise out of thy sleep ?"t *' The 
ben gathereth her chickens under her wings." '* There be four things which 
are little upon the earth, but they are exceeding wise. The ants are a people 
not strong, yet they prepare their meat in the summer ; the conies are but a 
feeble folk, yet make they their houses in the rocks ; the locusts have no king, 
yet go they forth all of them by bands ; the spider taketh hold with her han£, 
and is in king's palaces."^ May God open our eyes, and dispose our minds 
to receive instruction from every thing around us ; and preserve us from (^pos^ 
ing his will, and make his way straight before our face. 



* Num. xxii. 38. f Prov. vi. 6—8. t Prov. xxx. t+-28. 
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NUMBERS XXIII. K). 

Who can oouiH the dust of Jacob, and the number of the fourth part of Israel 7 Let idq die tbt 
death of the righteous, and let my last eu^ be like his. 

Human conduct, as far as it is governed by the spirit of this world, exhibits 
a wretched and contemptible, bat a dangerous and fatal opposition to the will 
of God. Men would be happy in their own way ; but whether they succeed 
in their pursuits or whether they fail, they find themseliFes miserable in the 
end. God is conducting us, if we would but be conducted, to real and sub- 
stantial happiness, but it is through a narrow gate, and along a path in many 
places strewed with thorns. The prosperous successes of vanity and wickedr 
ness, like a sweet poison, may afibrd a transient pleasure in the moment of 
swallowing : but lasting and unutterable anguish immediately succeeds. The 
bowels are torn with pain insupportable, and the roan dies, dies forever, for 
the indulgence and gratification of one poor instant of time. But the sacri- 
fices we are enabled to make to God, and to the testimony of a good con- 
science, are like a nauseous medicine, which by means of a shortlived disgust, 
rectifies the constitution, sweetens the blood, confirms health, and prolongs a 
happy existence. The grievousness of affliction in due season, ** yields the 
peaceable fruits of righteousness to them who are exercised thereby." 

In whatever way men choose to live, and very different are the roads which 
they take, they have but one idea, one wish, one prayer, in the prospect of 
death and eternity. When a man finds himself on the brink of the world of 
spirits, it will afford him but slender consolation, to reflect that he has lived 
long enough to amass a fortune, to enjoy a banquet, to attain a post of honour, 
to acquire a name. And he will feel as little pain and mortification, on the 
other hand, in recollecting that he has passed life in obscurity, that he has 
struggled with poverty, that he has endured unmerited reproach. But this is 
the folly and the misery of man ; we eagerly imbibe and follow the spirit of this 
world while we live ; and fondly dream of assuming, in one propitious in- 
stant, the spirit of heaven, when we come to die. We think of passing our 
thirty or forty years with the gay, the giddy, and the vain ; as if that could be 
a preparation for an eternity with God, and angels, and the spirits of just men 
made perfect. Our understanding and conscience are on the side of wisdom 
and piety ; our passions and habits, and alas ! they are more powerful, are of 
the party of dissipation and vice. ** The fool says in his heart, there is no 
God ;'* and men, reputed wise, live as if there were none. 

The unhappy man, whose character is farther unfolded to us in the text, 
exhibits a most affecting example of this strange inconsistency and self-delu- 
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•ion« Who 80 eolighteoed as Bmlaam, " which heard the words of Ood« 
which saw the vision of the Almighty ?" Who so blind as the covetoos 
prophet who *^ loved the wages of uorighteousness," whooe eyes the god of 
this world blinded ? Hear him speak ; the manna of heavenly eloquenocf 
&lls from his lips : behold him act, and lo, a fiend from hell spreading snares 
and destruction. Under the control of God, not Moses himself thinks more 
affectionately, expresses affection more ardently towards Israel, than Balaam. 
Under the impalse of his own passions, not Satan could plot moxe malignant* 
ly nor more dfectually. As the prophet of God^ who so warm a friend ! As 
the counsellor of Balak, who so dreadful an adversary t In the prospect of 
death, who more devout ? In life, who so profligate t In judgement and 
opinion, who so dear and sound t In practice^ wli^ so prostitute and abaiH 
doned ? 

In the face of a prohibition, the clearest and fullest that words could con- 
vey, through the difficulties and dangers of a joui'ney the most eventful upoil 
record, Bdaam is now arrived at Balak's metropolis, KUjath-kuzoth^ the city 
of streets. — Greetings, such as may be supposed to pass between wicked and 
selfish men, being over, the sacrifice is offered up, and the banquet is prepared, 
according to the state of a king, and the sacredness and importance of hi^ 
guest. The evening being passed in festivity, they retire to rest ; and early 
on the morrow, Balaam permits himself to be conducted by the Moabitish 
prince xxfio the '* high places of Baal, that thence he might see the utmost 
parts of the people." Here the cloven foot appears at once. Balaam was too 
intelligent to believe that Baal was any thing ; that his sacrifices or high pla* 
oes were any thing : but Balak *s gold being, indeed, the god whom he him- 
self worshipped, it is to him a matter of the last indifference before what idol 
the superstitious monarch bowed down. Reason and religion say, ** What con- 
cord can there be between God and Belial ; between him that believeth, and 
an infidel 1 Ye cannot serve God and mammon." But avarice will attempt 
any thing, submit to any thing, commit any thing ; will adore the God of 
Israel, or bend at the alur of Baal, just as it serves the occasion. Balaam 
even volunteers in the service of the idol ; feeds the superstition of Balak, 
which it was his duty to have corrected ; and, as if there had been something 
potent and mysterious in the number, directs seoen altars to be erected, and a 
bullock and a ram to be prepared for a sacrifice upon each of the seven. 

Behold how soon the reproof of a speaking, reasoning brute, the terrors of 
the opposing angel, and the admonitions of the heavenly vision, are disre- 
garded and forgotten ! Balak is deliberately suffered to remain the dupe of 
his own credulity : he is fed with the vain hope of triumph, in a way by which 
it could not be achieved ; and an attempt is impiously made to aid him in an 
enterprise which Heaven had repeatedly condemned ; and, dreadful to think, 
this is done under all the awful forms of a religious service ; and a purpose 
too vile to be avowed, even to men, is presumptuously obtruded upon the great 
Jehovah, as if his determinations were to fluctuate with the vile interests and* 
caprices of mortals. '' The sacrifice of the wicked," saith Uie wise man, 
** is an abomination, how much more when he bringeth it with a wicked mind." 
The religion of God is, *^ I will have mercy and not sacrifice." But the leacf*' 
ing article of Balaam's creed is, ** Gain is godliness :" hence he attempts 
to sanction cursing and cruelty, under the solemn ordinances of the bles- 
sed God. 

We have observed formerly, without pretending to assign a reason for it, 
that the number seven is, through the whole of divine revelation, connected 
with many important ideas, institutions and events, in cases depending on the 
sovereign authority of the great God. This leads us to conclude, that it has 
a meaning and design, the knowledge of wMch is either fest to the world <it 
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never haa yet beeo reveled to man. It caanot be So9 nothing that it preeeoli 
ilaelf 00 oilea, tad ia ao many forma, upoo the saered page. That Qod reel- 
ed the aereoth day firom all hia work, aod aaactified it— -that on the aoleeua 
day of the atoaement^ under the Jaw, the blood of the ain-offering was 
eprinkled before and opoo the mercy-aeat aeven timea — that the altar of bam^ 
oSeritkg waa coaaecrated by being anointed aeven timea with the holy oil- 
that the oonaecratioA of Amiou to the prieathood conaiated of a aerviee q€ 
aeven days — tint the leper waa to be aprinkledt in order to purification, aeven 
timea ; and after a aeparation of aeven days, be admitted to hia rank aa a citi- 
2en— that every aeventh year waa ordained a year of reat^ to the land ot 
promiae ; and that a revolution of aeven timea seven yeara brought on the jo* 
bilee, or universal release — that aeven prieste, bearing so many trumpets* were 
commanded to begin the conquest of Canaan, by aeven daya encompaasiag 
Jericho ; aod that, upon the aeventh circuit, and at the aeventh blowing of 
the trumpet, the walls of that city should fall to the ground — that the like 
aumber of priests should be employed to precede and announce the removal 
of the ark, when David brought it home ; and not to multiply instances with- 
out end — that the Lamb, which John aaw in vision in the midst of the throne, 
should be represented as having seven horns and seven eyeS) which are tha 
seven spirits of God, sent out into all the earth — ^that the book in the right 
hand of Him who sat upon the throne, ahould be aealed with aeven aeala*^ 
that in theae, and so many more cases, which the careful reader of the scrips 
lures need notiiave pointed out to him, the Spirit of God should see meet to 
preas upon our minds, with auch peculiar emphaaia, thia number of perfect 
tion, aa it has been called both by Jews and Heathens, though we cannot ao- 
coont for it, leads to this pleasing conclusion* — That there are in the word of 
God, many precious mines of knowledge, yet undiscovered ; endleaa myate* 
riea of wiadom, goodness aod love^ yet to be unveiled ; depths of mercy, 
which the capacity of angels has not yet &thomed ; heights of grace, to 
which the seraphim's wing hath not aoaredk la it imagination, merely, to 
anppoae that the felicity of saints in bliaa may conaiat in diving deeper and 
deeper into the plan of redemption ; in tracing ita progreas, its history, to ita 
consunmiation ; in reading this wonderful book, with the veil removed 6om 
our eyes ; to find in it all the stores of natural, meiral and divine truth ; ia 
forever learning, ever beginning to learn *' the love of Christ which paaaeth 
knowledge t" I will indulge the dear, the delightful hope, that the period 
will come, when, taught of that Spirit, who ia promiaed to '* take of the thinga 
of Christ and shew them unto us," I shall discover, in this blest volume, tea 
thousand eiicellenoies to which I am now blind ; ten thousand truths, of which 
I have at present no perception ; ten thousand beauties I am now incapable 
of relishing. But to return* 

It is no great wonder to find a man of so mixed a character aa Balaaai, em- 
ploying altars and victims, according to a number and quality long before 
sanctified by the appointment of the true God. For all the rites of idolatry 
may easily be traced up to divine in^itutions. But what signifies the form, 
when the spirit and meaning is lost ! Chemosh was the peculiar idol of the 
Moabites, as we learn from chap^ xxi* 39. for Baal^ that is, hrd^ was a gene- 
ral term, descriptive of the whole tribe of deities^ and applied by every partic- 
ular nation to ita reapective patroa ; yet we find Balak eaaily perauaded by 
Balaam to offer sacrifice to Jehovah. For they that have false notions of Dei* 
ty, cannot be very difficult in their choice of a god ; and Balak probably was 
ao weak aa to iinagine, that by thia piece of flattery and reapeet, the God of 
the Israelites might be decoyed from them, withdraw hia |^ection« and give 
them up to the sword of their enemies. 

Balaam, now the aaorifice waa aet oa fire, direeta the king to stand by it, ia 
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•olemn expeet«tioil of its sacceas ; he himself withdraws to an ^hig h place," 
or, he went soUtary ; probably to some ad)6iniiig cKft of the roek, liTourable 
either to meditation, or the practice of bis enchantments : for obserfatkm ef 
anj preternatoral signs that might be giren, or for a clearer prespeet of tto 
«amp to be deroted. Nothing astonishes me more than tbe boldness ef tbis 
retreat. An ill conscience seeks concealment from the eye of God in noise 
and a crowd. To what a pitch of insensibility has this man attained, who 
iias the dreadful courage to go forth, to meet an oflfeoded God in solit«ide ! 
*« And God met Balaam.*' In what manner we are noa tdd, neither is it of 
atiy importance to know ; bat it is of importance to obserre tkat- ** Qod% 
ways are not our ways nor his tbongbts our thoughts.*' intolted in ttm same 
mamier, what man but wonid hare felt resentment, and have r e hi m ed msnlt 
for insok ! In nothing. Father of Mercies ! is thy glorioQs superiority mors 
eonspiciioos than in thy gentleness and patience. God is not a man, that be 
' should be raffled and discomposed, nor the son of man, that he should oppose 
f^bemenee to Tehemence. The wrath of man prof okes him not, the haste erf 
man urges him not, the tardiness of man delays him not, the flattery of maa 
sways him not 

Balaam Ka9 the confidence to adrance a plea of merk for the serrice wbMi 
be had performed, in erecting so many akars, «id oflbring so many Tictims ; 
bot he has not the assurance to a^ow the motive, nor directly to prefer the ro^ 
qnest to which it plainly led. Without paying the least regard to the otte or 
10 the other, God, the great God, puts the word he wonld hare spoken into 
Balaam's mouth, and sends him back to pronounce it alood in the ear of Ba-^ 
lak, and his attendants. I see, with an honest satisfaction, the disappoiMed, 
mortified enchanter, retnrning with downcast eyes, sullen and slow iVom the 
solemn meeting : his schemes of malignity checked and prohibited, all his 
^spects of ambition and arariee forever blasted ; cursing in his heart that 
in6exi1»ilky of purpose which he durst nekher attempt to alter or oppose. I 
see the expeating monareh in the midst of his seven altars, all eye to watch 
ttoe moment of the prophet's return ; eagerly anticipating his message from 
bis looks, and all ear to hear k delivered in articulate sounds. 

l^e emotions which filled the hearts of both, are to be conceived, not de- 
scribed, when the reluctant ton^rue of Balaam thus pronounced the, immutable 
decree of the Holy Crackle, while the assembled princes of Moab listened 
with sorrow and disappointment. " Balak, the king of Moab, hath brought 
me from Aram, out of the mountains of the east, saying, Come, curse me Ja- 
cob, and come, defy Israel. How shall I curse whom God hath not cursed ? 
Or how shall I defy whom the Lord hath not defied ? For from the top of the 
rocks I see him, and from the hills I behold him : lo, the people shall dwell 
alone, and shall not be reckoned among the nations. Who can count the 
dust of Jacob, and the number of the fourth part of Israel ?"• 

The first refieciion that naturally presents itself, on hearing these wordst 
is one that has frequently occurred iii the course of these exercises, and which 
it is impossible to repeat too often : — How wonderful, bow tremendous, how 
irresistible the power of God, which has thus all matter, all spirit, at its dis- 
posal ! which can make the dumb ass speak what naturally he cannot, and 
the mad prophet to utter what wickedly and perversely he would not : and 
'* out of the mouths of babes and sucklings perfecteth praise.'* Mark how 
God brings to nought the counsel of the heathen ; wrkes vanity upon the 
Counsels of princes, and »♦ maketh diviners mad." Thus said Bhiak ; thus 
did the king of Moab ; how poor and contemptible, compared to ** Thus saith 
the Lord." ♦• The euemy said, I will pursue, I will overtake, I will dirtdfe 

♦Numb, xxiii. 7—10. 
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the spoil : my lust thill be sttiefied upon them ; I wtli draw mj «word, ragr ^ 
" hutd shall destroj them. Thou didst btow with thy wind, the tea covered 
them : they sank as lead in the mighty waters. Who is like uoto thee, O 
Lord, amongst 4he gods ! who is like thee, glorioas in holiness, fearful io 
praises, doing wonders ("* Mark how the dow and reluctant prophecy ef 
Balaam accords with the predictions of former times, and the history of pe- 
riods yet to come* *' Look ep now," says Qod to Abraham, ^* toward heaven 
and tell the stars, if thoo be able to number them : and be said unto bira, Sb 
ehall thy seed be.'*t And lo, the promise is more than fulfilled : it is infio- 
kely eiceeded by the aocomplishment ^* Who can count the dust of Jacob, 
and the number of the fburth part of Israel 1" Look forward to the days ef 
Solomon* when the glory of Inrael was in its senitb, when the desoendants ef 
the men in the plains of Moab were multiplied as the sand on the sea shorw ; 
and thence rise higher eiill, to a greater promise, to a better covenant, to the 
^•ritual seed of faithful Abraham increased '* to a great multitude^ which no 
man can number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stand- 
ing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms 
in their hands ;"( encamped not in a fertile terrestrial plain, Irat expatiating 
through the vast regions of eternal day, and possessing, not a land flowing 
with milk and honey, bnt the pure and saMime delights of the paradise of 
God. How I envy Balaam tl^ prospect from the top of the rock ! A rich 
•hampaign country, skirted by the silver Jordan, meeting the distant horioon ; 
the tents of Israel spread out like the trees in the forest, and covering an in- 
Bomerabie multitude ; a whole nation of men beloved of Ood, and destined 
to conquest ; the spacious tabernacle, the habitation of the Most High, ex- 
panded in the midet, and the cloud of glory, the unequivocal proof of the 
presence of the great King, resting upon it. How many objects to delight 
the eye, to swell the imagination, to elevate the soul I No wonder the tongue 
of envy was charmed from its purpose. But alas ! the heart of malice and 
covetousness remains unchanged ; a chest full of gold had been to Balaam a 
sight more enchanting. Pla<^ him in heaven, like Mammon bis fether, ao- 
cording to the description, of our great poet, his attention had been fixed bat 
on <me object 

" MammoD, the least erected spirit that fell 

From heaven ; for even in heaveo, his looks and tboogbts 

Were always downward bent, admirinr more 

The riches of heaven's pavement, trodden goM, 

Than auffht divine or holy else eiyoyed 

In vision Dealific." 

The beautiful view beneath, therefore, was to Balaam what the conjugal 
bliss of our first parents in paradise was to Satan, according to the same great 
poet ; who, beholding their pure and innocent affection, '* turned aside for 
envy,** and exclaimed : 

" Sight hateful, sight tormenting ! Thus these two, 
iraparadis'd in one another's arms, 
The happier Eden, shall eiyoy their fill 
Of bliss on bliss, while I to hell am thnist ; 
Where neither Joy nor love, but fierce desire, 
Still unfiilfilled, with pain of longing pines.'' 

It was a spirit and a situation not unlike to this, which suggested to tfan 
wicked prophet the words of the text; '* Let me die the death of the rigih 
teous, and let my last end be like his !"§ Unhappy Balaam 1 he descried 

•JEied.2v.9,U. tam.xv.fik tBtT.va.9. ♦Nim>.»dii. W. 
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^plrons the top of the reck geodly tents, m which he htd no ptrt nor lot f he 
dncerned the happy estate of the rtghteooa, but chose to be a partaker with 
the ungodly ; he admired and envied the happy end of the people ai God, 
biit feh his own end approaching without hope ; he saw and appro? ed the 
beauty and lorelinese of Tirtae ; he persisted to the last, purmiifl^ and cleav- 
ing to the wages of unrighteousness. 

But what, I beseech you, could dietate this wish to Baiasaoa t What but 
m strong and irresistible persuasion of the immortality of the soul, and an ap^ 
preaching unalterable state of rewards and punishments 1 What hut a con- 
eciousness of having acted wrong, and the dreadful knowledge of bis being 
accountable to a holy and righteous God I And is it really possible for rea- 
sonable creatures to fkW into such gross absurdity and contradiction 1 And 
can there exist such characters in the world 1 Let us bring the case home to 
ourselves. It is too evident to need a prool^ that many mdulge themselves 
in very unwarrantable practices, whose religious principles, oetwithstaiiding, 
mre exceedingly sound and just Try them on the side of soundness in sen- 
timent and opinion, and they talk and reason liko angels from heaven : coo- 
eider how they live, they are mere* men of this world. They find a salvo for 
conscience, by making a sort of composition with their Maker, as sosae men 
find a salvo for their integrity, by putting off their good-natured creditocs with 
a certain proportion of their debt, when they are either unwilling or unable 
to pay the whole. And, with equal insolence and presumption, the one vain- 
ly imagines that his Creator and Lord, the other that his creduk>u8 friend, 
noay think ^mselves snfkiently satisfied with such partial payments as they 
think fit to render. Such of God*s commands they will cheerfully obey ; but 
as to others, why, they will make all the atonement in their power — the proud, 
the ambitious, the covetous, the dissolute, each in a way that shall not clash 
'with his favourite pursuit. One will give his time, another his diligence, a 
third his money to God, just according as it is the article upon which be him- 
aelf puts least value, and the conscious deficiency he attempts feebly to eke 
out, by fiiint hopes and half resolves, that some time or another he will 
exhibit a more uniform and thorough obedience to the will of God. 

When the command is clear and express, to question and reason on the sub- 
ject is rebellion. By this the allegiance of man in a state of innocence 
was assailed ; and, listening to this, he staggered and fell ; ** Yea, hath God 
said. Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden t" When temptation of 
this sort is once listened to, men will gradually come to doubt of every thing 
and learn to explain away every thing. Deliberation ^nd doubt in the face <^ 
" Thus saith the Lord,*' are dishonesty and impiety : and to attempt to get 
rid of one uneasy text of scripture, is a direct attack on the validity of the 
ivhole. 

When we see a roan so intelligent as Balaam, duped by hb passions into a 
train of folly and wickedness so gross and palpable, let us look well to our- 
eelves. The absurdities into which we fall, escape our own notice : but a 
discerning bv-stander sees them, smiles at them, perhaps makes his advantage 
of them. If we are conscious of the influence of any very powerful propen- 
inty or aversion, it is a just ground of suspicion, that we may be tempted to 
act unworthilv ; and it is a ppwerfiil admonition to watch our hearts narrowly 
on the side of that infirmity ** which doth more easily beset us.*' 

We see in the dying struggles of Balaam's conscience, a deep, a rooted 
aoncem about fiiturity : a concern which no one, let him say what he will, 
baa been able to overcome. His ardent wish, " Let me die the death of the 
righteous," is the involuntary homage which vice pays to piety. Think what 
way, live what way men will, they have but one thought, one conviction, one 
prayoFi when they come to die, Ailer the pleasure or the advantage ef iv 
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wieked aelion it over, who would nd ^dly get clear of the gnfli of it t But 
tlm IB the mieery ; the profit aod pleasure quickly pass awaj« the guilt and 
pain are iomiortal. Could a lazy wish or two supply the place of virtue, all 
would be well : the coBscience would go to rest, the '* strong man armed 
would keep t^he house." But the very wishes of indolence and impiety betray 
their own flimsiness ; and Balaam feels his own prayer felling back with an 
<^>pressive weight on his guilty head. Let us be instructed to mend it a little 
and say with Paul, ** None of usliveth to himselA and no roan dieth to him- 
self. For whether we live, we live unto the Lord ; and whether we die, we 
die onto the Lord : whether we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord's."* 
** To me to live is Christ, and to die is gain." Lord hdp us so to live, as to 
be raised above the fimr of death, Let me fall asleep in the bosom of my heav- 
enly Father, and I shall awake in perfect peace. 

Happy, unspeakably happy, they, who in reviewing life, and in the pro^ct 
of death, can with holy joy and confidence adopt tb^ words of the apostle, 
and say, *' I am now ready to be ofiered, and the time of my departure is at 
hand. I have fought the good fight, 1 have finished my course, I have kept 
the feith : Henceforth there is laid up ibr me a crown of righteousness, which 
the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give roe at that day : and not to me only 
but unto all them also that love his appearing."t 



* Kom. xiT. 1,% 1 2 Tim. iv. 6—8. 
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liECTURE XVII. 

REVELATION II. 14. 



But I have a few thingt against thee, became thoa bait tliere tben that bold the doctrine of Balaaa, 
who tauEht Balak to cast a stumbiingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed 
onto idoM, and to commit fomicatioo. 

The mystery of iaiquity» which the human heart is daily bringiog to light, 
is as strange and incomprehensible as any thing in the frame of nature, or in 
the conduct of Providence. In the first stages of a sinful career, a spectatoi 
could not conceive, the man himself cannot believe the desperate wickedneas 
to which he may in time be brought The latter end is so very unlike the 
beginning, that it becomes matter of astonishment how the same person could 
possibly be so much changed, and by what steps the roan was gradually trana- 
formed into the devil. Scripture represents to us a man shrinking with hor- 
ror from a prophetic display of his own character, and an anticipated view of 
his own conduct — ** What, is thy servant a dog, that he should do this great 
thing r** He viewed it then, through the calm medium of reason, humanity, 
and conscience ; and justly reprobated, what passion and opportunity after- 
wards prompted him to act, without pity or remorse. 

The progress of sin is like that of certain diseases, whose first symptoms 
give no alarm ; to which a vigorous constitution bids a bold defiance^ and 
treats with neglect ; but which, through that neglect, silently fix upon some 
of the nobler parts, prey unseen, unobserved upon the vitab, and the roan 
finds kimself dying, before he apprehended any danger. It was but a slight 
cold, a tickling cough, a small difficulty of breathing ; but it imperceptibly 
becomes an intolerable oppression, an universal weakness, an extenuating 
hectic, under which nature fails ; the nails bend inwards, the hairs fall oC 
the legs swell, the eyes sink, and the cold hand of death stops the languid 
current at the fountain. Thus the giddy sallies of youth, the mistakes of in- 
consideration, the errors of inexperience, throuj^h neglect, presumption and 
indulgence, become, before men are aware, habits of vice, constitutional mal- 
adies, by which manhood is dishonoured, old age becomes pitiable, and death 
is rendered dreadful beyond expression. These considerations clearly justify 
and enforce the advice of the apostle : ^' Exhort one another daily while 
it is called to-day ; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of 
sin."f 

If there be a history and a character, which, more powerfully than another 
press this exhortation upon the conscience, it is the history and character of 

* S Kings Tiii. 13. tHeb.iu. 13. 
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Balaam, the son of Bosor, " who taught Balak to cast a stumblingUock be- 
foie the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed onto idols, and to commit 
fornication." We have traced his progress from Aram to Moab, and ibnnd 
bim pertinaciously adhering to an impious purpose, with an understanding 
clearly informed as to his duty, and a conscience perfectly awake to his sit- 
uation. It is unpleasant, but God grant it may not be unprofitable to attend 
bim through the remainder of his wicked and abominable course. 

Balak, chagrined and disappointed to hear the eulogy of Israel from those 
lips, which he had hired to curse them, weakly hopes to change the counsels 
of Heaven, by changing the place of his own ?iew : and Balaam wickedly 
humours his fondness and credulity. The Moabitish prince ascribes the rap- 
turous expressions of the prophet to the fbll and distinct prospect which he 
had of the camp of Israel, and therefore proposes to view it from a new sta- 
tion, whence its extremity only was visible, in the hope that a partial survey 
of that glory might encourage him to blast it with a curse. He conducts him 
accordingly into the field of Zo^him, to the top of Pisgah, and another pre- 
paratory sacrifice is offered up of seven bullocks and seven rams, upon as many 
different altars ; and the hardened wretch has the impious boldness of re- 
tiring a second time to meet God on this ungracious errand. An answer is 
now put into his mouth, which levels a mortal blow at the hopes of his wick- 
ed employer, and the wrath of man serves but the more illustriously to praise 
God. Who but must shudder to hear such words as these falling from such a 
tongue ? *^ Rise up, Balak, and hear ; hearken unto me, thou son of Zippor : 
Ood is not a man, that he should lie : neither the son of man, that he should 
repent : Hath he said, and shall he not do it t Or hath he spoken, and shall 
he not make it good ? Behold, I have received commandment to bless : and 
he bath blessed, and I cannot reverse it He hath not beheld iniquity in la- 
cob, neither hath he seen perverseness in Israel : the Lord his God is with 
him, and the shout of a king is among them. God brought them out of 
Egypt ; he hath as it were the strength of an unicorn. Surely there is no en- 
chantment against Jacob, neither is there any divination against Israel : ac- 
cording to this time it shall be said of Jacob and of Israel, What hath God 
wrought ! Behold, the people shall rise up as a great lion ; and lift up 
himself as a young lion : he shall not lie down until he eat of the prey, and 
drink the blood of the slain."* ** Happy is that people that is in such a case : 
yea, happy is that people whose God is the Lord."f 

The time would fail to go into a particular detail of the events which justi- 
fy this noble prediction. But we should do it infinite injustice to restrict its 
meaning to one particular nation, to transitory purposes, or to temporal events. 
It is gk>riously descriptive of the unchangeable fiiithfulness, the nndeviating 
truth, the almighty protection, the immoveable k)ve of God to his people. It 
speaks the blessedness of the man " whose transgression is forgiven, whose 
sin is covered. The blessedness of the man unto whom the Lord imputeth 
not iniquity, and in whose s|>irit there is no guile. "J It exposes the impotence 
of Satan, and of all the enemies of their salvation. It exhibits the signal 
triumph of the church of God, through the great Captain of their salvation, 
who unites in his person, among other wonderful extremes, the character of 
•* the Lamb slain, to take away the sins of the world," and of the " Lion of 
the tribe of Judah," the great Lion who lifteth up himself, •* and shall not lie 
dorwn, until he eat of the prey, and drink the blood of the slain." And, it 
prefigures their last joyful encampment in the heavenly plains, where the 
shovt of a king shall be forever heard among them, and the glory of the Lord 
arise upon them, to set no more* 

f Nomb. xxiii. IS— 34. t Pial. cxliv. 15. tPMl/xnii. 1, t. 
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This decisifo answer seems for a momeDt to have qdashed the h(^s of 
Balak, anfl he is now disposed to compound with the prophet for total silence^ 
" Neither carse them at all, nor bless them at all."* But O, the obstinate 
perseverance of the carnal mind in a sinful course ! After all he had 
seen and heard, he returns a third time to the charge, and dreams of an- 
other station, a repeated sacrifice, and an altered purpose. How mortifying 
to think that good men are so much sooner weary of well-doing, so much 
more easily discouraged from the pursuit of duty. But though Balaam gave 
dhrections for the building of new altars, he can no h>nger be the dupe of his 
own sinftil wishes and magical arts, and therefore dares not to have recourse 
to them again. Such is the awful, such the glorious power of God ! Magi- 
cians may for a little while amuse themselves and deceive others, by their en- 
chantments ; but Aaron's rod at length swallows up those of the Egyptian 
wizards ; and Balaam is at length constrained to resign his fruitless arts, and 
to acknowledge the finger of God from the top of Peor, where Baal was wor- 
shipped. He again surveys the tents of Israel, where Jehovah resided, and 
charmed, by the prospect, from his malevolent design, seems to give cordially 
in to the views of that Spirit who spake by his mouth. ** And when Balaam 
saw that it pleased the Lord to bless Israel, he went not as at other times to 
seek for enchantments, but he set his face toward the wilderness. And Ba- 
laam lift up his eyes, and he saw Israel abiding in his tents, according to 
their tribes ; and the Spirit of God came upon him. And he took up his par- 
able, and said, Balaam the son of Beor, hath said : and the man whose eyes 
are open hath said : he hath said, which heard the words of God, which saw 
the vision of the Almighty, fiilling into a trance, but having his eyes open : 
How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, and thy tabernacles, O Israel ! As the 
vallies are they spread forth, as gardens by the river side, as the trees of lign- 
aloes which the Lord hath planted, and as cedar trees beside the waters. He 
shall pour the water out of his buckets, and his seed shall be in many waters, 
and his king shall be higher than Agag, and his kingdom shall be exalted. 
God brought him forth out of Egypt, he hath as it were the strength of an 
unicorn : he shall eat up the nations his enemies, and shall break their bones 
and pierce them through with his arrows. He couched, he lay down as a 
lion, and as a great lion : who shall stir him up t Blessed is he that biesseth 
thee, and cursed is he that curseth thee.'*t 

Our chief object at present being to illustrate the character of Balaam, and 
to improve it, we are to consider his prophecy chiefly in that view, abstracted 
from Ihe great and glorious truths which it contains. And we observe, first, 
that it behoved him now to be convinced by so many successive and corres- 
ponding revelations, of the steady, determined purpose of Heaven, in favour 
of Israel. In spite of all his subterfuges, after all his turnings and windings, 
he finds himself still brought back to the same point ; a language is forced 
upon his tongue Which his heart rejected, a glory is spread before his eyes, 
which excited only envy and sorrow : and this renders his after conduct mote 
unaccountable, odious and criminal. Indeed it is a complicated transgression, 
containing so nMioy circumstances of aggravation, that we should be tempted 
to doubt its existence, did not melancholy experience too frequently confirm 
the possibility of it. 

We observe, secondly, that truth is not injured by being conveyed through 
an impure channel, and therefore ought not to be reject^ on that account. 
Indeed it rather confers a higher lustre upon it, just as hypocrisy pays the 
most honourable compliment to true religion, by assuming its sacred habit and 
form. The word of God shall not fSlil of its effect, though Balaam, or though 

^Nomk. niii. 2S. t Nanb. niv. 1—9. 
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iSatan speak it. It may do good to others, while he who bears it is iojaredi 
not benefited. And surely, when we hear such divine sentences coming from 
such unhallowed lips, a holy jealousy will be kindled, a holy watchfulness in* 
culcated on all who bring the messages of God to others ; as the great apos- 
tle of the Gentiles felt and expressed, when he says, '* I keep under my body, 
and bring it into subjection : lest that by any means, when I have preached 
to others, I myself should be a cast away."*^ 

We are led, thirdly, to observe and to lament how rarely fine talents and 
ample means of doiug good, are in the possession of an honest, benevolent 
and sanctified heart ! The elevation of genius too seldom aims its flight to 
the feet of the Father of lights, ** from whom cometh down every good gift 
and every perfect ;" and amuence is frequently abused, to increase that mise* 
ry which it was given to relieve. But then, surely, men are likest God, when 
enlargement of understanding, and plenitude of power, obey the calls of 
goodness, and strive to diffuse more widely the gifls of an indulgent Provi- 
dence ; and that benevolence is the most exalted, which aims at the highest 
good, and seeks to promote interests that are immortal. What then must be 
the malignity of that heart which, in Balaam, perverted the soundest under- 
standing, disfigured and misled the finest abilities 1 How dark and dismal 
that unfeeling passion, which scrupled not to devote a whole nation, for ibm 
sake of a little silver and gold ! How greatly do men err in the estimation 
which they make both of their own qualities and those of others ! Those of 
the head are the objects of universal admiration, the subject of universal 
praise ; those of the heart are lightly esteemed, and do not always escape 
censure. But apply the balance of the sanctuary, and what a reverse ! A 
little humility outweighs a great deal of learning ; faith as a grain of mustard 
seed preponderates against a mountain of gold ; and charity, though with tho 
simplicity of a child, brings down the scale, against the wit of men, and th# 
eloquence of angels. By all means covet earnestly the best gifls, tlK>ugh they 
fall to the lot of but a few : but rather cultivate the more precious grace* 
which God conferreth liberally on all that ask J)im. Whatever you solicit, 
whatever you receive, see that you have the blessing which sweetens, which 
sanctifies, which ennobles, which improves it. 

Finally, we may observe the dreadful misery of that man whose heart and 
head are at variance ; whom inclination drags one way, and conscionoe 
another ; who lives with a drawn sword continually hanging over his head by 
a single hair ; forever doing what he is constrained forever to condemn ; and 
reluctantly ready to execute the judgement of God upon himself. W^at dis- 
mal and unpleasant progress must he make, who sees an angel in arms oppos- 
ing him at every step, and whose way .is hedged about on every side by thorns 
of his own planting ! 

Balak can now refrain no longer, but smiting together his hands in a rag» 
exclaims, '* I called thee to curse mine enemies, and behold thou hast alto- 

f ether blessed them these three times : therefore now flee thou to thy place : 
thoueht to promote thee unto great honour, but lo, the Lord hath kept the« 
back from honour.*'f An expostulation of no pleasant complexion ensues; 
for what is the friendship of bad men, but a commerce of interest, a confed- 
eracy that aims only at self, and it concludes on the part of Balaam with a 
eediction clearer, fuller, and more pointed than ever, of Israers glory and 
oab*s downfal : *^ And he took up his parable and said, Balaam, the son of 
Beor, hath said, and the man whose eyes are open hath said : he hath said, 
which heard the words of God, and knew the knowledge of the Most High, 
which saw the vision of the Almigbtjj falling into a trance, but having hi» 

•lCor.i«.27. tJ^oipb.wiilO,!!. 
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tfyes open : I ahtll nee him, bot not now : I shall behold him, but not aigfa : 
fhere shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel, and 
shall smite the corners of Moab, and destroy all the chiidren of Sheth. And 
Edom shall be a possession, Seir also shall be a possession for his enemies^ ' 
and Israel shall do valiantly. Out of Jacob shall come he that shall ha?e dot- 
minion, and shaU destroy him that remaincth of the city. And when he 
looked on Amalek, he took up his parable and said, Amaiek was the first of 
the nations, but hb latter end shall be that he perish forever. And he 
looked on the Kenites, and took up his parabte, and said, Strong is thy dw<elli- 
ingplace, and thou puttest thy nest in a rock ; nevertheless, the Kenito shall 
be wasted until Ashur shall carry thee away captive. And he took op his 
parable and said, Alas, who shall live when God doeth this !"* 

The burrhen of this prophecy has evidently a twofold object, the one im- 
proving upon, rising above, and extending beyond the other. Its primarj 
and nearer object, l^ivid, God*s anointed king to crush the power of the ene- 
my, and Moab in particular, and to perfect the conquest of the promised land. 
Its secondary and more remote one, though first in point of importance, '' Je- 
ans, the root and offspring of David." In the one, Balak saw the death of all 
his earthly hopes, the approaching dominion of a hated power, established on 
the ruins of his owq. country. In the other, Balaam beheld the rnin of aU 
his prospects beyond the grave ; a light that should shine but to conduct him 
to the place of punishment ; a Star that should arise to shed the mildest in- 
Huence on others, but only to breathe pestilence and death upbn himself; a 
Ruler who should exercise universal dominion, but who, while he presided 
over his willing and obedient subjects in mercy and loving-kindness, should 
rule rebels like him with a rod of iron. Indeed, if Balaam had any presen* 
timent of a Saviour when he uttered this prophecy, as is highly probable, his 
character is the meet detestable, and his condition the most deplorable that 
can be imagined. Unhappy man, ^ith one breath preaching the unsearcha^ 
ble rii^hes of Christ to a guilty world, and with the next, teaching the arts of 
•eduction to ensnare the innocent. In words exulting in the greatest blessing 
which God had to bestow upon mankind, but dreadfully conscious to himaelf 
that he had wilfully rejected the counsel of God against himself. With aM 
the weight and importance of the soul and eternity before his eyes, bot this 
world steadfastly enthroned in his heart ; a prophet, yet a reprobate, descend^ 
kig to the grave with the blood of thousands npoa his head. The tweatyw 
Mh chapter of Numbers contains the history of the stumblingblock which 
** Balaam taught Balak to cast before the children of Israel^^-to eat things sft* 
eriiked unto idols, and to commit fornication,"f and of its dreadfiil soccesSi 
As a prophet he could not hurt Israel ; -but as a politician, be unhappily pra* 
vails. He was well aware where their strength lay ; and aiiibrtQnately, it ap- 
pears, he had likewise discovered their weak side. Their God could not 
be prevailed on to withdraw his protection ; btit may not they be persoaded ca 
allured to change their allegiance 1 This will do the work of &itaQ e^aHy 
wen. Israel was now at ease, with the promised huid under their eye, and 
part of it already in their possession. They were flushed with recent tvc^ 
tory, assured of divine pfotectioa, and thereby confident of farther soeoeM^ 
A situation full of danger ; for then, when our mountaiD seems to ua to 8taa4 
most strong, we are most easily liable to be mo^d, cast down, destroyed. Bm* 
Jaare accordingly, deep read as he was in the book of human nataae, su gg s e t s 
to Balak the diabolical counsel of attempting to decoy the people into i^latrj 
by means of female insinuation and address. The experiment is madet md 
Anally sueeeeds. And it is tMe opaneel which stamps the chaneter oif Xa- 

•Nos. sdv. 16—29. t Rev. ik 14. 
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Jaam whh iaftmy indelible ; aa it exbibitt a diasoluUeo of moral principle* to 
be equalled only by him who is a murderer from the beginuing. 

Think wbat it is to advise a father to expose bis daughter to prostitution : 
think wbat it is to devise and to encompass tbe death of one fellow-creature, 
wllo has never offended us : think of the malice which aims its deadly shaft, 
net at tbe body, but at the soul : think of tbe presumptiun which flies directly 
in the face of the great and terrible Jeborabi and defies his power : and then 
think of the vile wretch, recommending the prostitution of a whole nation : 
in cM bk>od plotting tbe destruction of myriads^; and what is worse, infinite- 
ly worse than any temporal evil, remorselessly involving them in guilt which 
threatened eternal ruin : and all this under tbe character of a prophet, whose 
office bound him to call the people away from their wickedness, and to save 
perishing souls from death ; and all for what ? '* For so much trash as may 
be grasped thus." — Base passion, what canst thou not make us do 1 '* Surely 
tbe heart w deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked ; who can 
know it 1" 

■ The history of Israers seduction, in consequence of Balaam's horrid ad- 
vice, falls not within our present design, and we are forbid by decency to pur- 
sue it The guilt of this fatal defection cost no less than twenty-four thou- 
sand lives of them wbo died of the plague, besides those who suffered by tbe 
hands of justice. So horrid are the sacrifices which pride, ambition and cov- 
etousness, are daily offering up ! So dreadful the havoc which uogoverned 
passion makes amongst the works of God ! — But short is the triumph of tbe 
most successful villainy : remorse embitters tbe enjoyment of it, and justice 
hastens to bring it to a period. 

In the very first attack made upon Midian, we find Balaam in arms, sup- 
porting his pernicious counsel by the sword ; but it cannot prosper : Midian 
is discomfited on the first onset, and the hoary traitor falls unpitied in the field, 
leaving behind him a name to be detested and despised of all generations, 
while one iota or one tittle of this book of God remains. 

We shall have attended, however, to tbe history of this singular man in 
vain, unless we learn from it the infinite danger of being under tbe dominion 
of any one ungovernable passion ; and unless we are persuaded to watch over, 
to resist, and to subdue, ** the sin which doth so easily beset us." Of little 
avail is it that our vice is not the vice which governed, ensnared and ruined 
Balaam, if it alienate tbe heart from God, dissolve the obligations of religion, 
disorder the understanding, and lull the conscience asleep. One disease for 
another, one vice for another, is but a miserable exchange. If tbe patient 
must die, it will not alleviate one pang, that be perishes by the fever rather 
than tbe hydropsy, tbe consumption, or any other distemper. 

The unrestrained dominion of any one sinfiil appetite must become fatal at 
length. Covetousness, pride, lust, envy, malice, revenge, are the mortal dis- 
tempers of the soul, which, perhaps insensibly, but most « certainly, are im* 
pairing its beauty, and wasting its strength. '' Lust," whatever be its pax* 
ticular name, '* having conceived, bringeth forth sin ; and sin, when it is fin- 
ished, bringetfa forth death." Instead, therefore, of amusing or perplexing 
himself with inquiries into the general symptoms of disease, it concerns every 
man to study bis own particular case ; to watch against ** tbe sin which doth 
so easily beset him ;" to keep himself from his iniquity ; to discover, and to 
rectify the disorder of his own constitution, '* the plague of bis own heart" 
That where he b naturally, or by habit, weak, he may become strong, 
" through the grace that is in Christ." 

Let us be instructed to value qualities, whether natural or acquired, not 
from their currency and estimation in the world, but from their appearance in 
the sight of God. ** As the heavens are higher than tbe earth, so are my 
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ways higbtf than yoiir ways, and n^ thoughts than your thou|hls.'** **By 
him actioDS are weighed.'* By his judgement we must stand or fall. Has 
Hearen blessed thee, O man, with extraordinary gifts t Let it be a moti?e 
to humility, not a source of pride. It is a trust of which thou must render 
an account ; and to whom men have committed much, of him will they require 
the more." If he who buries tns ono talant in the gnxmd be criminal, what 
shall become of that man who dissipates and destroys ten in riotous living? . 
There is but one road to fk happy end — a holy life. There is but one 
ground of hope, in death, to a guilty creature — the mercy of Qod through a 
Redeemer. Abraham saw the Sa?iour*8 day afar off, believed and rejoiced. 
Balaam saw it afar off, persisted in impenitence and unbelief, and died with- 
out hope. On the one, ** the Star of Jacob" darted a mild and healthful in- 
fluence, which cheered the path of life, and dispelled the horrors of the grave. 
On the other, it shot a baleful fire which drunk up the spirits, blasted present 
enjoyment, and increased the gloom of futurity. — Arise, O Star of Jacob, 
arise upon my head with healing in thy wings ! Let me walk in thy light ; 
let me " hasten to the brightness of thy rising !*' Christian, " arise, shine : 
for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee.** ** Be^ 
loved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shaU 
be : but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him ; for wt 
shall see him as he is."f For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in 
God. When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear 
with him in glory.''^ 



'Iwiahlr.^ flJolmm.3. {"Col. iii. S, 4. 
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LECrrURE I. 

Introductory Lecture. Page 5 

IUt. XX. 11, If, lS.-~A]id I taw a mat while thrane, and him that tat od it, from wbote face the 
•arth and the heaven fled away, and there was found no place for them. And I saw the dead small 
and great stand before God, and the books were opened : and another book was opened, which it 
the book of life : and the dead were Judged out of^ those thincs which were written in the books 
according to their works. And the sea gave up the dead which were in it : and death and hell deliv- 
ered up uie dead which were in them : and they were judged every man according to their works. 

LECTURE IL 

Hi«tort op Hoses. IS 

NuMB.XXI.4,6,6,7,8;9.— Andthey jomiMyedfW»MoaniHor,bythewavof the Red Sea, to 
compass the land of £dom : and the soul of the people was much discouraged because of the way. 
And the people spake against God. and against Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out of 
£gypt, to die in the wUdemess f for there is no bread, neither is there any water, and our sou! 
katbeth this light bread. And the Lord sent fiery terpenit among the oeople ; and theybit the 
people, and mach peeple of Israel died. Tberetore the people came to Moses, aad'said, We have 
sianed, for we have spoken against the Lord, and acainst thee ; pray unto the Lord that he take 
away the serpeotsfron us: and Moses prayed for the people. And the Lord said nalo Moses, 
Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upoa a pole: and it shall come to past thai every eae '^- 
bitten, when he fooketb upon it. shaU Uve. And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it 
pole, and it caate to past, that if a aeipeBt bad bitiea any man, when he behekl the aer 
iNrats, be lived. 

LECTURE in 

Hmtort op Moses. 20 

Numb. XXVII. 12, 19, U.^And the Lord said unto Moses, Get thee up into this mount Abarim, 
and see the land which 1 have given nato the chiklren of Israel. And when thou hast seen it, thoa 
aboshaltbeKatheredantothypeople, as Aaron thy brother was gathered. For ye rebelled agaimft 
my commanament in the desert of Zia, in the strife of the congregation, to sanctify me at the walnr 
before their eyet. That it the water of Meribah in Kadetb, in the wiMeraett of ZiD» 

LECTURE IV. 

HurroRT of Moses. 26 

NmiB. XXXL 1, 2.^And the Lord sftake ante Metet, taying. Avenge the chikben of Israel of 
tbeMidiaBiiet: afterwards ehakiheu be gathered uotolhy people. 

LECTURE V. 

History of Moses* 99 

NvMB. XXXV. 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, Id.— And the Lord spake onto Metet, taying. Speak unto Ae 
children of Itrael, waA say unto them. When yebecomeover JordaB,inlo the land or Canaan, ihen 
ye shall appoint yoa cities, to be cities of refoge for you ; that the slayer may flee thither whkh kill- 
eth any person at unawares. And they shallbe unto you cities for refoge irom the avenger } that 
the raanslayer die not. until he stand before the congregation in judgement And of these cities 
which ye shall give, six cities shall ye have for refo^ Ye shall rive three cities on this side Jor- 
dan, and three cities shall ye give in the land of Canaan, which shall be cities of refuge. These 
au cities shall be a refoge, both for the chikkrea of Israel, and for the sU'anger, and for tMaqjoomer 
amoi^ thems that every one that klUeth any person unawares may flee thtther. 

LECTURE VI. 

History of Moses. 96 

PxuT. L S.— Aad it came to pa« in the fortieth year, in the efevealh month, oa the first day of the 

moath, that Bfoees spake unto the children of brael, according nHo all tkat iha Loi4 had gives 

LECTURE VIL 

H^TORY OF Moses. 41 

Dxirr. XXXI. 1, S, S.^And Moses went and spake these words unto all IsraeL And he said unto 
them, I am an hundred and twenty years okl this day : I can no more go out and come in : also the 
Lord hath said unto me, Thou thalt not go over this Jordan. The Lord thy God, he will go over 
before thee, and he will destroy these nations from before thee, lod tboa ibslt ppW Mi ibtm: 9afi 
Miw, bt iMl SO ovfrbffor«Uiif;Wtb« Lord hath laid. 
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LECTURE Vm. 

History op Mosrs. Page 47 

Dkvt. XXXL 1, 8.^Aid Mbwf called unto Joshua, and said onto him in the sight of all brad, 
Be strong, and of a good courage : for thou must go with this people onto the land which the Lord 
hath sworn unto their fothers to give them : and thou shalt cause them to inherit it. And the Lord, 
be it is that doth go before thee, he will be with thee, he will not fail thee, neither foisake thee: 
foar not, neither be dismayed. 

LECTURE IX, 

History of Moses. 54 

DcuT. XXXnit L^And this is the blessing wherewith Moees the man of God blessed the children 

of Israel before his death. 

LECTURE X. 

History op Mos£s. 02 

Damr. XXXin. 1.— And this is the blessing wherewith Mosea the maa of Ckid blesfed the duldi^B 

of Israel before his death. 

LECTURE XL 

History of Mosbs. 09 

HsuT. XXXIV. 1, 1, S, 4, i, 6.^ And Moses went up from the plains of Moab unto ibe mountain cf 
Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, that is over arainst Jencho. And the Lord shewed him all the land of 
Gilead, unto Dan, and all Naphtali, and the land of Ephraim, and Manasseh, and all the land of 
Jodah unco the utmost sea, and the south, and tbeplain of the valley of Jericho, the city of oalm- 
trees, unto Zoar. And the Lord said unto him, This is the land which I sware unto Abraham 
unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, saying, I will give it unto thy seed: I have caused thee to see it with 
thine eyes, but thou Shalt not go over thither. So Moses the servant of the Lord died then in the 
land of Moab, according to the word of the Lord. And he buried him in a valley in the land of 
Moab, over against Beth-Peor : but no man knoweih of his sepulchre unto this day. 

LECTURE Xn. 

History op Moses. TS 

DsiTT. XXXIV. 10, 11, ]t.^And there arose not a prophet since in Israel like unto Moses whom the 

Lord knew (kce to face : in all the signs and the wonders which the Lord sent him to do in the land 

of Egypt, to Pharaoh, and to all his servants, and to all his land, and in all that mighty hand, and in 

all the great terror which Moses shewed in the sight of all Israel 

LECTURE XIIL 

History of Mosbs. g4 

1>EVT. XVra. 15, 16, 17, 18.--ACTS III. 2l.-The Lord thy God will raise op nnto thee a prophet 
from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like onto me ; unto him ye shall hearken. Accoi£nr to 
all that thou desiredst of the Lord thy God in Horeb, in the day of the assembly, sayinr Let m nol 
hear again the voice of the Lord mv God, neither let me see this great fire any morethat I die not 
And the Lord said unto me. They have well spoken that wKch they have spoken. I will raise 
them up a prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee, and will put my words in his mouth 
and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him. For Moses truly said unto the fothen' 
A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me, him shall ve 
hear in all things whatsoever he shall say nnto you. ^ 

LECTURE XIV. 

History of Moses. 90 

LVKE IX. 28, IW, 30, 81, 32, 33, 34, 35.— And it came to pass about an eight days after theae say- 
mn. he took Peter, and John, and James, and went up mto a mountain to pray. And as he pray- 
edT the fashion of his countenance was altered, and his raiment was white and gUsterinr Jind 
behold, there talked with him two men, which were Moses and Ehas, who appeaitS in J^ ^^ 
spake of his decease, which he should accomplish at Jerusalem. But Peter, and they thai 'wero 
with him, were heavv with sleep : and when they were awake, they saw his glory, aiid the tw«r 
Mi that stood wttb him. And it came to pass, as they departed fi«m him, Peter said unto Jesus, 
Master, It IS good fcr us to be here J and let us make three tabernacles, one for thee, and onefor 
•foees, and one for Elias: not knowing what be said. While he thus spake, there came a cloud, 
and oyershadowod them: and they fi»r^ Andthwcaaiea voic« 

aut of tfaa ciottd, sayiuf, This is my balovtd S(»; iMar him. 
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. LECTURE I. 

REVELATIONS XX. 11, 12, 13. 

j^ I saw a mat white throne, and him that sat ob it, from whose face the earth aod the heaTen fled 
awav, aad UMTS was fouiid no place lor them. Aad I saw the dead small and great stand before 
Godl and the books were opened , and another book was opened, which is the book of life : and 
the dead were judged out ot those things which were written in the books according to their works. 
And the sea rave up the dead which were in it : and death and hell gave up the dead which were 
in them : ana they were judged every man according to their works. 

It is a solemn thing for a man to be judged of his own conscience. How 
flweet is the approving testimony of that bK)som monitor and witness ! but 
more bitter than death its upbraiding and reproaches. To stand at a human 
tribunal, with life or reputation, death or infamy depending on the issue, can 
never appear a light matter to one who understands and feels the value of 
either* Even conscious innocence and integrity, accompanied with good 
hope toward Qod, court not the eye of public inquiry, but prefer the secret, 
silent feast of inward peace, and of divine applause, to the public banquet of 
innocence proved and proclaimed by sound of trumpet. Serious it is to 
reflect that your name, your words, your conduct may become matter of re- 
cord, and ages to come mention them with approbation and esteem, or with 
indignation and contempt. But every feeling of this sort is lost in the certain 
and more awful prospect of judgement to come. It is a light thing to be judg- 
ed of man, who can only kill the body, and blight the reputation, and beyond 
that hath nothing more that he can do ; but how formidable is the judgement 
of Him, who knows the heart, who records in ** the book of his remembrance** 
the actions of the life, the words that fall from the tongue, the thoughu which 
arise in the heart ; who will bring every secret thing to light, and '' render to 
every man according to his works ;*' and who, ** after he has killed, has 
power to destroy body and soul in hell.'^ 

Aided by the light which sacred history sheds on ages and generations past» 
we have ventured into the solemn mansions of the dead, and conversed with 
those silent instructers who know not either to flatter or to fear ; and whom 
the Spirit of God has condescended to delineate in their true colours and just 
proportions, that they may serve to us " for doctrine, and for reproof, and for 
correction, and for instruction in righteousness." We have plunged into ages 
beyond the flood, and contemplated human nature in its original glory ; 
"man,** as God made him, *' perfect ;'* and man, as he made himself, lost in 
the multitude of his own inventions. 

The ** first man, by whom came death — the figure of Him who should 
come, by whom ii the resurrection of the fiezd : Adam» in whom all die : 
Shrist, in whom all shall be made alive.*' 

Vol. V. 8 
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We ha?e attended ** righteous AbeP' to the alur of God, and beheld the 
imoke of his ** more excellent sacrifice*' ascending with acceptance to 
bea?en : and '* by which, he being dead yet speaketh." 

We have seen the hands of *' wicked Cain'* besmeared with a brother's 
blood ; and the earth refusing to cover that blood, but calling to Heaven for 
Tengeance on the murderer ; and the guilty wretch rendered a terror to him- 
self. 

We have seen these, one after another, dropping into the grave ; and in 
that, the triumph of sin and death. But in Enoch we behold the triumph of 
faith and holiness, the triumph of almighty grace over sin and death, and over 
him who has the power of death. Our eyes follow ** the holy man who walk- 
ed with God," not to the ** dreary house appointed for all living," but, through 
the higher regions of the air, toward the blessed abodes of immortality, till a 
cloud receives him out of our sight. 

We sought shelter with Noah, and his little saved remnant, from that 
deluge which destroyed a world of ungodly men, in the ark which God com- 
' inanded ; which that '* preacher of righteousness prepared for the saving of 
Lis house ;" and which providence conducted and preserved amidst the wild 
tiproar of contending elements — and with him perceived the wrathful storm 
•pending its fury, and the dawning light of a day of mercy returning. 

We have seen the renewed, restor^ world, again overspread with violence, 
ignorance, impiety and idolatry : and the hope of the human race ready to be 
extinguished in the person of a wandering, aged, childless man ; that in the 
decay of exhausted, expiring nature, the world might be made to see, and to 
acknowledge the vigour, the infallibility, the uuchangeableness of God's cov- 
enant of promise. We removed with that illustrious exile from place to place, 
and with joy beheld his faith crowned at length with the promised seed, ^* in 
ivhom all the families of the earth should b& blessed." 

From that '* tender plant," that " root out of a dry ground," we saw a suc- 
cession of fair and fruitful branches arise, while we studied the noiseless, se- 
questered, contemplative life of Isaac, and the active, variegated, chequered 
life of Jacob, his younger son. 

In the affliction of Joseph we felt ourselves afflicted, in his exaltation we 
rejoiced, and by his virtues and piety, in every variety of human condition, 
we received at once instruction and reproof. 

The sweet historian, who had disclosed all these wonders of antiquity to 
our view, opened to us all these stores of knowledge, all these sources of de^ 
light, comes forward himself at last upon the scene, and continues to minister 
to our pleasure and improvement, by a faithful and atfecting detail of his own 
eventful story, and a candid display of his own sentiments, character and con- 
duct. What heart so hard as not to melt at sight of yonder weeping babe, a 
deserted, exposed, perishing Hebrew child, floating down the stream ! What 
beart does not glow to see him the pride and ornament of Pharaoh's imperial 
court, instructed in all the learning of the Egyptians ! What bosom catches 
not the hallowed ardour of pafriotic fire from the intrepid avenger of his 
country's wrongs ! Jo wliatevor sanation or character we view him, whitlier- 
Boever we follow his steps, we feel ourselves attracted, delighted, instructed. 

He furnishes us with the history of his brother Aaron and his family, and 
of the establishment of the Levitical priesthood, a type of the everlasting and 
unchangeable priesthood of the Redeemer. We attended the venerable pair 
of brothers to the top of the mountain, and beheld Aaron stript of his ponti- 
Acal robes, resigning his charge, closing his eyes in death ; and heard Moses 
Jiimself warned to prepare for his departure* 

Not only by a display of worth and excellence, but by a delineation of vice, 
by the exhibition of a *^ heart deceitful above all things, and desperately wickpi 
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edy" has he conveyed to us the means of instruction and improvement ; in 
presenting us with the portrait of Balaam, who '* loved the wages of un- 
righteousness.'* In the character of that bad man, we behold the humiliating 
union of great talents and a corrupted heart ; prophetic gifts and moral de- 
pravity ; knowledge of the truth, and wilful adherance to error ; admiration 
of virtue, and fixed habits of vice ; an earnest wish to *' die the death of the 
righteous," with a deliberate determination to live the life of the wicked ; 
and all this mystery of iniquity explained in one short sentence ; his heart 
went out afler its covetousness. 

All these have passed in review before us ; and their existence, in succes- 
sion to one another, occupies a space of two thousand five hundred years. 
But the text collects them, and us, and all succeeding generations of men, 
into one great coexistent assembly, to undergo a judgement infinitely more 
solemn than ever was pronounced from human tribunal ! a judgement infalli- 
ble, final, irreversible ; which shall bring to trial, and condemn all hasty, rash, 
erroneous judgements of men, clear injured innocence, bring to light and re- 
ward hidden worth, abase insolence and pride, detect and expose hypocrisy. 
Let the prospect of it direct ail our inquiries, animate all our exertions, dictate 
all our decisions on the character and conduct of other men, and influence^ 
form and govern our own. Thus the review of preceding personages and 
events, and the prospect of those to come shall be animated, improved, sanc- 
tified ; thus shall we feel our interest in, and connexion with the church of 
God universal, of every age, and converse with Moses and the prophets as our 
contemporaries, countrymen and friends, whom we shall shortly join, and be 
united to them in bonds of pure and everlasting love. Recollecting times 
past, anticipating ages to come, let us draw near and consider this great sight, 
and may God grant us to feel and improve its influence. 

The imagery of the scene is sublime and striking. '* I saw a great white 
throne." ^^ A throne," royal state, established empire, acknowledged sway, 
the right and power of judgement united, universal, everlasting, uncontrollable 
dominion. A *' great" throne. The seat of kings is raised a little above the 
people ; that of Solomon had six steps ; ivory and gold lent their combined 
aid to enrich and adorn it. But what is the glory of Solomon ? his throne, 
ODce the seat of wisdom, to whose oracular voice foreign potentates and their 
nations listened with admiration and respect, was at length dishonoured, de- 
graded, defiled by the impurities of idolatry, and by the imprudence and apos- 
tasy of him who sat upon it, and thus deprived of one of its firmest support- 
ers, it shook under him, and he at length dropped from it, a monument of the 
nothingness and vanity of human grandeur, wealth and wisdom. Ten of its 
twelve props slipt from beneath it, through the imprudence of his son ; and, 
after a few convulsive struggles, it sunk at length into the dust, a poor, pre- 
carious, subordinate throne, subject to the lordly state of an Assyrian prince. 
What is the glory of angels that excel in strength 1 Delegated power, deriv- 
ed splendour, imparted wisdom, dignity under authority. But, behold on 
yonder radiant throne, one ** made so much better than the angels, as he hath 
by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they." ** He maketh 
his angels spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire. But unto the Son he 
saith. Thy throne, O God, is forever and ever ; a sceptre of righteousness, is 
the sceptre of thy kingdom." ** Sit on my right hand until I make thine en- 
emies thy footstool." Behold '* the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and 
li Aed up," surrounded with the seraphim, crying continually unto one another, 
and saying, '* Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Hosts, the whole earth is full of 
his goodness." 

** — A great wJUte throne," the emblem of purity, truth and righteousness ; , 
itself unsullied, and purifying all that approach it. '* Righteousness and 
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judgement are the habitation of his throne ; mercy and truth go before his 
face." •* Shall not the Judge of the whole earth do right?" With the pur- 
est intention, with the highest degree of human sagacity, with the most ex- 
tensive knowledge of the law, and the most determined resolution faithfully 
to apply it, earthly tribunals are not secure from error : craft may overreach 
wisdom ; hypocrisy may disguise the truth, or cover falsehood ; the stream of 
justice may be diverted or forced out of its channel, and the pellucid tide un- 
dergo a temporary pollution. The princes of this world must see with the 
eyes and hear with the ears of other men ; the worthy and the wise may, of 
course, be kept at a distance, while demerit, wickedness and folly bask in the 
. sunshine of royal favour. But yonder radiant throne applies an infaAtble test 
to all that approch it : hypocrisy drops the mask, the windings of deceit and 
cunning stand exposed, the brazen, imposing forehead of impudence is cover- 
ed with a blush, and the stony, unfeeling, unrelenting heart is dissolved into 
water — modest worth rears its drooping head, conscious integrity expands it» 
\ glowing bosom, and purity seeks the source from which it sprang. 

Observe the difference ; mark the changes which these undergo, as tbef 
draw nigh ; see the hardened sinner, cased in sevenfold adamant, advancing 
with intrepid step, striving to make assurance pass for innocence. But, lo, 
the rays of that white throne have fallen upon him ; the spots begin to appeari 
they grow blacker and blacker, he gradually becomes abominable and more 
abominable ; odious to the beholder, a terror to himself, he shrinks from in- 
quiry, darkness is diffused around from the brightness of that light ; he calls 
upon the mountains to fall upon him, and upon the hills to cover him. 

Not so the humble follower of the Lamb. His countenance becomes more 
and more Serene, his confidence increases, every blemish disappears, *^ the 
glory of the Lord is risen upon him," his lustre brightens as he proceeds, at 
length he is united to, he is lost in the fountain of joy. 

'* — I saw him that sat on it." " No man hath seen God at any time." 
Remove that cloud, that vapour, and I am unable steadfastly to behold the face 
of the sun ; how much more, the face of Him who arrays the sun in all his 
effulgence ! If he raise his voice a little louder in the whirlwind, or in the 
thunder, I am overwhelmed and lost 

Ah ! it is conscious guilt that appals me, that clothes the face of God with 
terror, that roars in the tempest, that raises the voice of the mighty thunder : 
but, " reconciled unto God," " justified by faith," I " have peace with God,** 
I see as I am seen, I know as I am known ; '* beholding with open face as in 
a glass the glory of the Lord," lo, the believer is gradually " changed into 
the same image, from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord." 
'* The only begotten who is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared 
him." 

Did the pomp and wisdom of an earthly potentate dazzle and delight the 
eyes of a sovereign like himself, and constrain one inured to scenes of mag- 
nificence to cry out, " It was a true report that 1 heard in mine own land, — 
howbeit I believed not the words, until I came, and mine eyes had seen it : 
and behold the half was not told me !" What then will it be to see, with the 
beloved disciple, ** a great white throne, and him who sits upon it," with the 
myriads of the heavenly host bending before it, rejoicing without trembling. 

Grant me, gracious God, now to see thee in these thy lower works, in the 
wonders of thy providence, in the exceeding riches of thy grace, in the face 
of thy Son Christ Jesus, and thereby prepare me for seeing thee as thou art 
and for being made like unto thee ! Place me with thy servant Moses upon a 
rock, put me in a clifl of the rock, cover me with thy hand while thou passest 
by, remove thy hand, that I may trace thy presence in the blessings thoa hast 
lefl behind thee, that I may be strengthened to meet the direct rays of thy 
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countenance, when thou earnest to " be glorified in thy saints, and admired 
in all them that believe. *' From whose lace the earth ^nd the heaven fled 
away, and there was found no place for them.*' 

'* All these things shall be dissolved. The heavens shall pass away with 
great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also, and 
file works that are therein shall be burnt Up." " They shall perish, but thou 
shalt endure ; yea, all of them shall wax old like a garment ; as a vesture 
shalt thou change them, and they shall be changed. But thou art the same." 
tiod " spake and it was done ; he gave commandment and it stood fast." 
** At his word earth and heaven rose out of chaos," and lo, he looks them into 
nothing again; they shrink from his presence, they vanish at his nod, they 
cannot abide the brightness of his coming. They have fulfilled their day, 
they have accomplished the purpose of him who made them, they have con- 
tributed their aid toward the rearing of a more glorious fabric, and having 
become unnecessary, that moment disappear. 

The local and transient effects of an earthquake, a hurricane, an inunda- 
dation, are striking, impressive and permanent : proud cities levelled to the 
earth, or swallowed up of it : fertile plains overwhelmed with a briny or a 
fiery tide ; the glory of man .sought, but not to be found. But what is this to 
the dissolution of a globe ? Surely the balance must be destroyed, a blank 
in nature take place, and wild uproar ensue. No, the vision represents a 
whole system passing away ; that sun and all the surrounding planets, and in- 
numerable ether ^* planets circling other suns," lost, yet not missed ; fled, 
*' as the baseless fabric of a vision," and not a wreck left behind ; and yet no 
schism, no deficiency in the body ; for the promise of the Eternal immedi- 
ately repairs the loss ; he makes ^* all things new ;" " new heavens and a new 
earth, wherein dwelletb righteousness." 

With the heavens and the earth, the little, fading interests and distinctions 
of the world vanish also. Before his face all is reduced to one level, all is 
composed and trauquilUzed ; every one reads his doom in the face of the sov- 
ereign Judge. The heavens and earth have fied away, but the rational beings 
which peopled them remain ; they are of a more enduring substance, they 
partake of the nature of God himself, they are immortal, eternal like him. 
** I saw," says John, " the dead small and great stand before God.** 

When time was, these were distinctive characters. There was the infant 
of days, and the hoary head, the inhabitant of the palace, and of the cottage,, 
the learned and the illiterate, the slave and his master. But these marks of 
difference are forever abolished. Indeed they were long before abolished. 
Before that great and notable^day of the Lord came, before the judgement was 
set or the books were opened, disease and death and the grave had levelled all 
the distinctions of this world ; had reduced the sceptred monarch to the con- 
dition of the peasant, annulled the difference between the slave and his mas^ 
ter. The decisive hour is now come which is forever to determine who is 
henceforth to be accounted small, and who great ; the hour that shall bring to 
light hidden worthy and thrust presumptuous pride into outer darkness ; that 
shall exalt the good to the throne of God, and plunge the wicked into the 
depths of hell. 

The dead small and great. Even the awful distinction between the <iead 
and the living shall then be done away. They were dead, but are alive 
again ; *' for all live to him." Behold the mouldering earth, before it be for- 
ever dissolved, restoring to existence every particle of itself which once en- 
tered into the composition of a human being, which was once animated with 
the breath of life. Behold the spacious sea, before it be forever dried up, 
surrendering its hidden treasure, not the silver, and gold, and jewels which 
its vast womb contains, but the innumerable myriads of men and women it 
Vol. T. 3 
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had be^n insatiately devouring during so many ages, and whom it can no 
longer cover or conceal. The sound of the last trumpet has dispelled their 
Jong slumber. See, they emerge from their watery bed, they spring op into 
newness of life, their eyes again behold the light, the light of an eternal day, 
they swim through regions of transparent air, they can die no more, they 
hasten to appear before their Judge. Behold the grim king of terrors, faith- 
ful to his trust, giving in the exact register of his wide domain, resigning his 
awful empire, restoring his captives to life and liberty, and their rightful Lord ; 
not one lost, not one detained : and the great destroyer is at length himself 
destroved. 

And for what purpose this mighty preparation, this second birth of nature, 
this new creation of God 1 Behold an assembled world, from the father of 
the human race down to the youngest of his sons, stand before God. They 
ttand as subjects in the presence of their Sovereign, as expectants before the 
eternal Arbiter of their destiny. In his eyes, in their own consciences they 
read their doom ; they stand to hear the irreversible decree ; their posture 
apeaks acknowledgement of the right of judging, submission to authority, ac- 
quiescence in the wisdom and justice of the Judge. But that erect attitude 
must qnicklv change into the prostration of dutiful and grateful children^ or 
of foes subdued, of wretches condemned : for lo, 

The books are opened, and judgement begins. It is spoken after the manner 
of man. Earthly judges refer to statutes as the rule of their decisions ; men 
arc tried by the laws of their country, and bscause human faculties are limit* 
ed and imperfect, the memory unretentive, the understanding liable to error, 
the heart warped by partial affections, facts must be preserved in written doco- 
inents, to prevent alteration or mistake, the law expressed in clear and distinct 
terms, and the cause, not the person of the party, held up as the object of 
judgement But what need of books or of records to assist the menK>ry of 
Him who is omniscience, to whom are known all his own works, and all the 
ways of men fVom the foundation of the world ; whose will is the law ; and 
who knows no distinction but that between truth and falsehood, right and 
wrong t What need of external evidence, of the testimony of others, when 
every man carries the evidence in his own bosom, and is acquitted or con- 
demned of his own conscience ? What, O man, are the contents of these 
awful books ? The words thou art now speaking, the pursuits in which thou 
art now engaged, the spirit by which thou art now actuated. Thou art every 
t}ay filling up the record, with thy hand enrolling thine own honour or shame; 
and the unfolding of that day shall reveal that only which thou thyself hast 
written. On thyself it rests whether the last solemn discovery is to cover 
thee with everlasting contempt, or to crown thee with joy unspeakable, and 
full of glory : whether the opening of the book of life is to display thy nain^ 
in golden characters to angels and men, or the register of condemnation con- 
sign thee to everlasting punishment. The book that shall be opened is none 
other than the book of scripture, the infallible rule of faith and manners, and 
according as thou art conformed unto, fallest short of, or exceedest that stan- 
dard, 80 shall thy doom be. 

They were judged every' man according to tJteir works. In this mixed mnd 
imperfect state, it frequently happens that the guilty escape, and the innocent 
suffer. •' The fathers eat sour grapes and the children's teeth are set on 
edge.'' Princes play t^e madman, and quarrel, and fight, and myriads of 
unoffending wretches pay the forfeit of that folly. But ^fore yonder tribunal 
every one appears to answer for himself; every one comes to reap the fruit of 
his own doings. *< Enter not into judgement with thy servant, O God, for in 
thy sight shall no flesh living be justified." ** If thou, Lord, shouldst mark 
iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand }" ** Have mercy upon me» O God, ac- 
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cordiDg to Iby loTing-kiBdoeaB, according uato th« multitude of thy tender 
mercies blot out my traosgressioDs." *' Behold, O God, our Shield, and look 
upon the face of thine Anointed." 

In meditating on this subject, let us learn to forbear from exercising this 
dread prerogative of the Eternal, let us refVain from judging. God has chal* 
lenged this right w^t^i emphatic solemnity as his own : *' Judgement is mitte, / 
will repay, saith the Lord." *' All judgement is committed unto the Son." 
'* Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever, thou art that judgest : 
for wherein thou judgest another thou condemnest thyself; for thou that 
judgest doest the same things. But we are sure that the judgement of God is 
according to truth, against them which commit such things. And thinkest 
thou this, O man, that judgest them which do such things, and doest the 
same, that thou shalt escape the judgement of God 1 Or despisest thou the 
riches of his goodness and forbearance, and longsufiering, not knowing that 
the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance ? But after thy hardness and 
impenitent heart, treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath, 
and revelation of the righteous judgement of God ; who will render to every 
man according to his d^eds : to them who by patient continuance in well-do- 
ing, seek for glory, and honour, and immortality ; eternal life : but unto thera 
that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness ; in- 
dignation and wrath : tribulation and anguish upon every soul of man that doth 
evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile. But glory, honour and peace 
to every man that worketh good, to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile. 
For there is no respect of persons with God."^ 

But while by every serious consideration thou art restrained, ignorant falli- 
ble creature, from judging another, — by every serious consideration thou art 
encouraged, constrained to examine and to judge thyself. It may be the 
means of preventing, of averting the righteous judgement of God. It will 
lead thee to the discovery of thy own weakness, and thereby become a source 
of wisdom and strength. It will unfold the deceitfulness of sin, and the 
treachery of thine own heart, and lead thee in trembling hope to the blood of 
sprinkling, which taketh away the sin of the world. It will render thee com- 
passionate and gentle to the infirmities of others, because that thou also hast 
sinned. It will produce ** godly sorrow, which worketh repentance unto sal- 
vation, not to be repented of." It will render the promises of *' mercy to 
pardon, and of grace to help in every time of need," precious to thy soul. 
It will help to regulate thy path through life, and diminish the terrors of death. 

Finally, habitual and rooted impressions of a judgement to come, will serve 
as a support under the rash censures and the unjust decisions of men. 
From the strife of tongues, firom the hatred of a merciless world, you can re- 
tire to the silent feast of a conscience void of offence ; and with confidence 
appeal from the angry tribunal of a creature like thyself, to Him who knoweth 
thy heart, who seeth in secret, and will reward thee openly. " Blessed are 
ye when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of 
evil against you falsely for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad : for 
great is your reward in heaven." ** Who shall lay any thing to the charge of 
God's elect 1 It is God that justifieth : who is he that condemneth 1" Be- 
hold that ** great multitude which no man can number, of all nations, and 
kindreds, and people, and tongues, standing before the throne, and before the 
Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands, and crying with a 
loud voice, saying. Salvation unto our God, which sitteth upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb." " What are these which are arrayed in white robes T 
And whence eapie they ^" ** These are they which came out of great tribu- 

* Rom. U. 1*11, 
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lation, aDd haTe washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb. Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him day and 
night in his temple : and he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them. 
They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more, neither shall the sun 
light on them, nor any heat For the Lamb which is in the midst of the 
throne shall feed them, and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters ; 
Md God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes."* 
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HISTORY OF MOSES. 



LECTURE II. 

NUMBERS XXI. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. 



And they joarDeved IVob Mount Hor^ by the way of the Red Sea, to compats the land of Edom : 
and the soul of the people was much discouraged because of the way. And the M^le spabe 
against God, and a^inst Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt, to die in the wil- 
demeas ? for there is no bread, neither is there any water, and our soul loaiheth this light bread. 
And the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people ; and they bit the people, and much people of 
Israel died. Tliereibre the people came to Moses, and said. We have sinned, for we have spoken 
against the Lord, and against thee ; pray uuio the Lord that he take awav the serpents from us : 
and Moees prayed for the people. And the Lord said unto Moses, Make thee a fieiy serpent, and 
set it upon a pole : aad it shaU come to pass that every one tliat is bitten, when he lookeih upon it, 
shall live. And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole, and it camA to pass, that 
if a seipent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpeui of brass, he lived. 

The restlessness, peevishness and discontent which men are continually ex- 
pressing, prove at once the degeneracy and corruption of human nature, and 
furnish a strong presumption of the immortality of the soul. To behold one 
generation after another, of moping, melancholy, suUen, surly beings, in the 
midst of an overflowing profusion of blessings, charging Goid foolishly, tor- 
menting themselves unnecessarily, and disturbing others maliciously, clearly 
demonstrates, that man is alienated from his Maker, at variance with himself, 
and unkindly disposed towards his brother : in other words, that he is a fallen^ 
corrupted creature. To behold men, whatever they have attained, whatever 
they possess, f^getting the things which are behind, and eagerly reaching 
forward to those which are before, the eye never satisfied with seeing, nor tl^ 
ear with hearing, is a presumption at least, if not a proof, that we are design- 
ed of our Creator for something this world has not to bestow ; that some prin- 
ciple in our nature is superiour to the gross and grovelling pursuits in which 
we are warmly enga|red, but in which we find and we take no rest : and thus 
the very misery we &el is a presentiment of the felicity which we were crea- 
ted to enjoy. But alas ! our dissatisfaction with sublunary good things, *•* the 
things which are seen and temporal," is not the result of experience, nor the 
resignation of a mind humbled to the will of God. No, it is the miserable 
effect and expression of insatiable desire, of unmortified pride, of disappoint- 
ed ambition. If we arrive at our object with ease, its value is diminished by 
the facility of acquisition ; if obstacles lie in the way, and possession be re- 
moved by distance of time and space, we are quickly discouraged, and timid- 
ly give up the pursuit When empty, there is no end of our complaints ; 
when full, we loathe and reject the best things : if we succeed, our prosperity 
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destroys us with folly, insolcQce and self-indulgence ; if we fail, we are un- 
done through shame, chagrin and resentment ; if we shun the rock of *' vani- 
ty" on the one side, we are sucked into the whirlpool of " vexation of spirit*' 
upon the other. 

The history of Israel is, in truth, the history of human nature. Did they 
discover a stubbornness which no calamity could tame, no kindness could 
mollify : a levity which no steadiness of discipline could fix, a perfidiousness 
which no plea can excuse, an ingratitude which no partiality can extenuate, 
a stupidity^^hich no intelligence can account for, a timidity and a rashness 
which no reason can explain 1 Alas, we need not travel to the deserts of 
Arabia, nor look back to the days of the golden calf, nor of the waters of 
Meribah, for the persons who discovered such a spirit. We have but to look 
into oar own hearts, we have but to review our own lives, in order to be satis- 
fied, that such a spirit has existed, that it is shamefully odious in itself, highly 
offensive in the sight of God, and that we have good reason to abhor ourselves^ 
^* and repent in dust and ashes.'' 

We have pursued the history of Aaron and of Balaam in a continued series^ 
that we might prosecute the remainder of the history of Moses, without any 
farther interruption : we therefore omitted in its proper place that portion of 
it, which is partly recorded in the verses I have read : but it is of infinitely 
too great importance to be passed over wholly in silence, and therefore we 
look back, and bring it into view, as an useful subject of meditation this 
evening. 

Moses had lately descended firom^ Mount Hor, whither he had been sum- 
moned to perform the last offices of humanity to Aaron, his brother : with 
mixed emotions, no doubt, which alternately marked the man and the believ- 
er : mourning and mortified, yet patient, composed and resigned to the will 
of Heaven. In executing sentence of death upon his brother, he heard the 
voice of God again pronouncing his own doom ; a doom in which, with the 
ordinary feelings of humanity, he acquiesces with reluctance, but must how- 
ever acquiesce. But though death was before his eyes, and could be al no 
great distance, it abates nothing of his ardour for the glory of God, and the 
good of Israel ; it breaks in upon no duty of his station, it disturbs not the 
benevolence, gentleness and serenity of his temper : he lives, acts, instructs 
to the very last ; and exhibits an instructive example of that happy firnmess 
and equapimity of soul, removed alike from stoical indifference, and contempt 
of death, and fond, infirm, unreasonable attachment to life. We find him 
accordingly in hb 120th year, and the last of his life, not only engaged in 
employments suitable to age, those of deliberating, advising and instractiog ; 
but exerting all the activity and vigour of youtli, in planning and executing 
sundry military enterprises. 

We should be surprised, did we not know the cause of it, to find Israel in 
the fortieth year from their deliverance out of Egypt, just where we saw them 
the first month, by the way of the Red Sea, journeying from mount Hor ; 
and even then, though every thing seemed to be pressing them forwards to 
the possession of Canaan, not led of their heavenly Guide directly Ibrwatds 
in the nearest tract, but obliged to fetch a compass round the whole land of 
Edom, the possession allotted to, and already bestowed upon the posterity of 
Esau. But Israel, and in them mankind, was thereby instructed to revere 
the destinations of Providence, to respect the rights, property and privil^es 
of others : that reason and religion, as well as sympathy and humanity, oblige 
a man to submit to the inconveniency of a journey somewhat more tedious 
and fatiguing, instead of attempting to cut a nearer passage for himaeir, 
through the bowels and blood of his brotlier. 

TfeM consciousness of having acted well, in taking this circoitoui marck 
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rouod the land of Edom, and that they thus acted by the command of God« 
ought to have reconciled the minds of these Israelites to the little incon- 
veniences of the way ; but their historian and leader^ with his usual fidelity, 
informs us, that ^' the soul of the people was much discouraged because of 
the way." 

Men frequently do their duty with so ill a grace, that it becomes at offen* 
'sive as downright disobedience ; the manner of compliance has the air of a 
refusal. Qod lores cheerfulness in every thing ; a cheerful, liberal giver ; a 
cheerful, thankful receiver ; a cheerful, active doer ; a cheerful, patient .suf- 
ferer. And what an alleviating consideration is it, under the pressure of what- 
ever calamity ! ^^ This burden is imposed on me by the hand of my heaven- 
ly Father ; this is a sore evil, but God can turn it into good." ** This afflic- 
tion is not joyous, but grievous ; nevertheless, afterwards it shall yield the 
peaceable fruits of righteousness." When we are out of humour at one thing 
we are dissatisfied with every person, and every thing ; a harsh spirit and a 
hasty tongue spare neither God nor man. '* The people spoke against God, 
and against Moses. Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to die in 
the wilderness t for there is no bread, neither is there any water ; and our 
«oul loatheth this light bread." 

Objects viewed through the medium of passion, like those strange, uncouth 
appearances which are seen in glasses of a certain construction, have little or 
no resemblance to what they are in nature and truth. They are distorted and 
disfigured ; magnified to such a degree as to become hideous, or diminished 
80 as to become imperceptible ; and according to the fit of the moment, men 
turn the one end or the other of the perspective to the eye, and what they 
contemplate is accordingly removed to a great distance, ahd reduced to noth- 
ing, or brought nigh, enkrged, and brightened up. Employing this fiilse kind 
x>f optics, Israel now considers Egypt and all its hardships with desire and 
regret, and looks forward to Canaan with coldness and distrust. The mirac- 
ulous stream that followed them from the rock is no water at all, and manna, 
angel's food, is accounted light bread. We are too little aware of the sinful- 
ness and folly of discontent, and therefore indulge in it without fear or re- 
serve. We do not reflect that it is to arraign at once the wisdom and good- 
ness of God : to rob him of the right of judgement, and madly to increase the 
evil which was too heavy before. 

In general, the righteous Governor of the world permits this evil affection 
to punish itself; and can there be a greater punishment, than to leave a sul- 
len, dissatisfied wretch to devour his own spleen ? But in the instance before 
us, he was provoked to superadd to this mental plague, a grievous external 
chastisement. ** And the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and 
they bit the people, and much people of Israel died." These might be the 
natural production of the wilderness, but providentially armed for the occa- 
sion with a greater malignancy of poison, or produced in greater abundance 
or roused to a higher degree of ferocity. For what are the instramenti which 
God employs to avenge himself of his enemies t He needs not to create a new 
thing in the earth ; the simplest creature can do it. Nature, animate and in- 
animate, is ready to take up his quarrel ; the frost or the fire, continued a little 
longer, or rendered a little more intense, will soon subdue the proudest of his 
adversaries. It is not the least of the miracles of divine mercy, that Israel 
had been preserved so long from the fury of those noxious insects with which 
the desert swarmed, as Moses justly remarks in recapitukting the history of 
God*s goodness to that people during a forty years pilgrimage. " Lest thine 
heart be lifted up, and thou forget the Lord thy God, which brought thee forth 
out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage ; who led thee through 
that great and terrible wilderness, wherein were fiery serpents, and scorpion^t 
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and drought, where there waa no water ; who brought thee focth water oat of 
the rock of flint."* 

The rage of these dreadful creatures, which had been during so long a pe* 
riod by a vupernatural power suppressed, now freed from that curb, becomes a 
party too strong for a mighty host, flushed with recent victory. While th^e- 
fore we adore and admire the goodness which multiplies the necessary and 
useful part of the vegetable and auimal tribes with such astonishing liberality 
and limits those which are noxious with such consummate wisdom and irre- 
sistible power, let us tremble to think how easily he can remove the barrier 
which restrains the wrath of the creature, and arm a fly with force sufficient 
ioT our destruction. But the intention of God in punishing is correction and 
amendment, not ruin ; returning mercy therefore meets the first symptoms of ^ 
repentance, and a remedy is pointed out the moment that misery is felt ; which 
sweetly discloses to us the meltings of fatherly affection, outrunning and pre- 
venting filial wretchedness. 

But what strange method of cure have we here 1 The poison of a serpent 
counteracted, and its malignity destroyed, not by an external application, not 
by the virtue of an antidote possessed of certain natural qualities, but by a 
blessing annexed to the use of an instrument in itself inadequate, and an ac- 
tion of the patient himself, flowing from his own will, and called forth by the 
appointment and command of God. The author of that excellent book, enti- 
tled the Wisdom of Solomon, has a beautiful reference to this story, when he 
says, 

*' For when the horrible fierceness of wild beasts came upon these, and 
they perished with the stinffs of crooked serpents, thy wrath endured not for- 
ever. But they were trouUed for a small season, that they might be admon^ 
ished, having a sign of salvation, to put them in remembrance of the com* 
mandment of thy law. For he that turned towards it, was not saved by the 
thing that he saw, but by thee, that art the Saviour of all. And in this thou 
madest thine enemies confess, that it is thou who deliverest from all evil."t 

But the grand commentary on the history of the fiery serpents is furnished 
by Christ himself, in his conversation with Nicodemus, the Jewish ruler. 
*' As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of 
Man be lifted up ; that whosever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
eternal life."| 

From this it is evident that many particulars in the Jewish history and 
political economy, had an interest and importance which extended far beyond 
the present moment, or the sensible and obvious appearance of things. And 
in this particular instance our blessed Lord has furnished us with an instruc- 
tive example, which ought to serve as a rule, for the application and use of 
figurative, allegorical, and typical subjects. Here he enters into no detail ; 
pursues no parallel or contrast through a multiplicity of particulars ; furnish- 
es no wings to the imagination ; but fixing on one great, general view of the 
subject, renders it thereby more powerful and impressive. He was conversing 
with a ruler of the Jews ; was explaining to him the nature and end of his 
own mission ; was deducing the nature and tendency of the gospel dispensa- 
tion from the established rites of the Mosaic, and the reoeived facts of the 
Jewish history, with which Nicodemus was perfectly well acquainted In 
this case he refers to a noted event, and appeals from it to one which waa 
shortly to take place, betwixt which a striking line of resemblance should be 
apparent — The elevation of the brazen sei^pent in the wilderness, for the heal- 
ing of the Israelites who were perishing by the envenomed stings of the fiery 
serpents — and the elevation of the Son of Man upon the cross, the propitia- 

* Dcut viu. 14, 15. t Wisdom; ch. xvi, t John, iii. 14, 15. 
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tioD for the sins of the world ; that when this last display of the divine justice 
and mercy should be exhibited, Nicodemus, and every intelligent and honest 
disciple of Moses might be satisfied that '* God had at sundry times and in 
divers manners," presented as in a glass to the fathers, the method of redemp^ 
tiou by Jesus Christ. 

All the application, then, which the words of the Saviour himself warrant 
OS to make of ^is passage to him, is reduced to a few obvious and striking 
particulars. *' Fools," such as the Israelites in the desert, and transgressors 
of the 'divine law in general, ** because of their transgression, and be- 
cause of their iniquities, are afflicted. Their soul abhorreth all manner of 
meat ; and they draw near unto -the gates of <Jeath. Then they cry unto the 
Lord in their trouble, and he saveth them out of their distresses. He sent his 
word and healed them, and delivered them from their destructions.^'* 

The root of the evil, the cause of the plague, is to be found in human per- 
versity and disobedience. The faithful and obedient sleeps safe and secure 
in the lion's den ; to the proud and rebellious the innoxious worm is convert- 
ed into a fiery serpent, full of deadly poison. The remedy for this sore evil 
is to be traced up to the divine compassion, power and goodness. 
' The means of cure are not such as human wisdom would have devised, or 
the reason of man approved ; they are the sovereign appointment of Heaven. 
The effect is preternatural, yet real : and reason rejoices in what it could not 
have discovered. The sight of a lifeless serpent of metal, working as an anti- 
dote to the mortal poison of one alive ; incredible, absurd ! Such was the doc- 
trine of the cross in the eyes of prejudice, and philosophy, '* and science, 
lalsely so called." ''^or the preacbiog of the cross is to them that perish, 
foolishness ; but unto us which are saved, it is the power of God. For it is 
written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the 
understanding of the prudent. Where is the wise? where is the, scribe t 
where is the disputer of this world ? hath not God made foolish the wisdom 
of this world ? For after that in the wisdom of God, the world by wisdom 
knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them 
that believe. For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom. 
But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews, a stumblingblock ; and unto 
the Greeks, foolishness : but unto them which are called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ, the power of God, and the wisdom of God."t 

The virtue flowed from the diviuc appointment, operating together with the 
believing act of the patient. To the sufferer who averts his face, or wilfully 
and contemptuously shuts his eyes, that banner is displayed in vain ; no virtue 
issues from it, he perishes in his unbelief. To the despiser, the impenitent, 
the careless, Christ has died in vain. In the extension of all God's acts of 
grace to men, to produce the full effect, there must of necessity be an unity of 
design and exertion between the giver and the receiver, between him who acts 
sod him who is acted upon. Man's body is *' dust of the ground," mere matr 
ter, separated from the spirit, incapable of motion or direction. Even that 
active, penetrating organ, the eye, is but a little lump of pellucid clay, till the 
vital principle, the breath of God, kindle its fires, and direct its rays. It is 
this vital principle which, proceeding from God, exists in him, and possesses 
the power of rising and returning to him. The believing Israelite hears, in 
dying agonies, the proclamation of deliverance, lifts up his drooping head, 
looks, and is healed ; his will meets the will of God, and the cure is already 
performed. The perishing sinner hears the voice of the Son of God and 
lives. Lifted up upon the cross he utters his voice, *' Look unto me and be 
ye saved, all the ends of the earth ; for I am God, and there is none else."j; 

«Pial. cvu. 17-SO. tl Cor. 118-24. |Ist.^v.:^ 
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One of hb fellow-tufferers hardens his heart and reviles bim, tarns from the 
Bafioor with disdain, and dies impenitent — the other hears with raptore Um 
joyfoi sound, clings to the hope of salvation, prays in taith, and passes wiiii 
him into paradise. 

But the circumstance on which Christ chiefly rests, is Moses *• Hfih^ up 
the serpent in the wilderness." Moses probably had not a clear apprehennon 
of the extensive meaning and import of the act he was performing, any move 
than the dying men who were the subjects of the cure. They looked ne 
fiirther than the present moment, and for relief from a malady which afiected 
the body. But, like the high priest in later times, they were prophecyuig, 
without being consciotis of it. He was ereoting, and the congregation in the 
wilderness contemplating an anticipated representation of the great medium 
of salvation, which God had appointed from the foundation of the world ; and 
had, in a variety of other predictions, circumstantially declared and described 
at different periods to mankind. These predictions were slumbering unnoticed, 
neglected, misunderstood, even by the wise and prudent, in the sacred volume 
a dead letter, till Christ, their quickening spirit, gave them life and motioo, 
and a meaning which they had not before. 

In the scene that passed in the wilderness we behold the shadow of good 
things to come, a prefiguration of the death which Christ should die. He is 
here ^ evidently set forth crucified before ds," according to his own words, 
descriptive of ** the decease which he should accomplish at Jerusalran.'* 
'^^ And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me."* 

This same idea, we have just observed, had been suggested by the evan- 
gelical prophet Isaiah, and a similar expression is put into the Saviour's mouth 
by that harbinger of the Prince of Peace. '* Look unto me and be ye saved, 
all the ends of the earth ; for I am God, and there is none else." 

And in another place, speaking of gospel times, *' At that day shall a 
man look to his Maker, and his eyes shall have respect to the Holy One of 
Israel."t 

Thus was Moses, by what he did, and Isaiah, by what he wrote, pointing 
out to the world one and the same great object, Christ Jesus, ** the end of the 
law for righteousness ;" the substance of the types ; the accomplishment of 
prophecy and promise ; the bruiser of the serpent's head ; the restorer of de* 
faced, defiled, degraded humanity. And thus we are taught to regard with 
peculiar respect, an event which Providence has, in so many different ways, 
rendered illustriously conspicuous ; the death of Christ, on the accursed tree. 

We shall have exhibited to you all that Moses and the prophete, all that the 
historian and the evangelist have suggested, on the subject of the brazen ser- 
pent, when we have led your attention to the impious and idolatrous use made 
of it in ai\er times. That this illustrious instrument of Israel's deliverance 
in the wilderness, should be carefully preserved, as a monument of the divine 
power and goodness, ^nd by length of time acquire venerability and respect 
among the other valuable memorials of antiquity, is not to be wondered at 
But every thing may be perverted ; and a corrupt disposition has ever mani- 
fested itself in man, to exalt into the place of God, something that is not God. 
Accordingly we find, about eight centuries from its original fabrication, even 
in the days of Hezekiah, the brazen serpent exalted to divine honours, and a 
besotted people rendering that homage to the mean, which was due only to 
the hand which employed it The zeal c^ that pious prince, therefore, is 
worthy of commendation, who, in reforming the abuses of religion, which 
prevailed at the time that he mounted the throne of Judah, abolished this 
among the rest Regardless of the purpose for which it was at first framed ; 

•J<hDxii.32. tba.xvu.7. 
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of the venerable hand ii(rhich formed and reared it, and of the lapse of so 
Bnany years which had stamped respect apon it, *' he brake in pieces the bra* 
zen serpent which Moses had made ; for unto those days the children of Israel 
did burn incense to it, and he called it Nehushtan,"* by way of contempt — a 
piece of brass. 

On this part of the history of Moses, pagan antiquity has founded the 
fabulous history of Eeculapius, the pretended god of medicine, whose sym- 
bol was a serpent twisted round a rod. The learned have, through a variety 
of particulars, traced the derivation of the fable from the fact ; but to repeat 
them, would rather minister to curiosity than to instruction and improvement. 
We dismiss the subject, then, with this general remark, thiit in more respects 
than is commonly apprehended, and than it has had the candour to acknowl- 
edge, is pagan literature indebted to the sacred volume ; thai the wisdom of 
Egypt, of Babylon, of Greece and of Rome is traceable up to this source ; 
that Moses is, of course, to be considered as the father of profane, as of sa- 
cred learning, from whom all subsequent historians, legislators, orators and 
poets have derived the lights which directed them in their several pursuits ; 
that to the pure source of all wisdom, the revelation from heaven, in a word, 
the world is indebted for the first principles of science, morality and religion ; 
which appear to the attentive and discerning eye through the mist in which 
credulous ignorance or bold fiction have involved them. 

Let us hence be encouraged to revere the scriptures, to search and com- 
pare them ; to derive our opinions of religious subjects drom that sacred 
flource, instead of forcing the truth of Qod into an awkward supporter of our 
preconceived opinions. Above all, let it be our concern to regulate our con- 
duct by the laws which scripture has laid down, and to comfort our hearts bj 
the hope it inquires, and the prospects which it has unfolded* Amen. 
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lifiCTURi: III. 

|iUBlB£R8 XXVU. lt» 18, 14. 



Aad tW Lord taicl am* Mosm, Gel Ibee up iato tbis mount Abarim, ind wte tbe land which I bar* 
given uuio the children of Israel. And when thou hast seen it, thou also shah be gathered unto thy 
people, as Aaron thy brother was gathered. For ye rebelled against my commandment in the des^ 
eri of Zin, in tbe strife of the congregation, to sanctify roe at the water betiore their ey«s. Thai if 

^ the water of Aleribah in Kadesh, m ibe wilderness of Z'm. 

There is something peculiarly interesting in hearing a plain, honest, in- 
telligent man, without vanity , or self-sufficiency, or of affected humility, talk- 
ing of himself; going into the detail of his own history, with the same fideli- 
ty and simplicity as if it were the history of a stranger ; unfolding his heart 
without reserve, disclosing his faults and infirmities without palliation, record- 
ing his wise and virtuous actions without ostentation ; and relating events, 
with all their little circumstances, according to the feelings which they €xcited 
at the moment. 

It is pleasant to see an old man, with his faculties aniropahred, his spirits 
cheerful, his temper sweet, his conscience clear, his prospects bright ; enjoy- 
ing life without fearing death ; blending the modesty and benevolence of 
youth with the wisdom and dignity of age. There is a double satisfaction in 
bearing such a one describe persons whom he knew, scenes in which he 
acted, expeditions which he conducted, schemes which he planned and ex- 
ecuted. 

And such an one was Moses, who having, by divine inspiration mad« the 
ages and generations before the flood to pass in review, and unfolded the his- 
tory of redemption, in its connexion with the system of nature and the ways 
of Providence, during a period of two thousand five hundred years ; having 
admitted us to his familiarity and friendly instruction during an eventful life 
of one hundred and twenty years, is now, with the same calmness and 
ease, admitting us to contemplate his behaviour in the immediate prospect, 
and up to the very hour of his death. 

The idolatrous defection of Israel in the plains of Moab, had been risited 
with a plague which swept away twenty-four thousand of them. Immediately 
on the staying of that terrible calamity, Moses is commanded, with the assist- 
ance of Eleazer the high priest, to take the number of the people, from 
twenty years old and upwards, and to compare the muster-roll of the day, 
with that taken in the wilderness of Sinai, thirty-eight years before. This 
being done with all possible accuracy, two most singular facts turn up, each 
singular, considered separately and by itself, and both most singular, taken 
in connexion one with another. In a multitude so great, and at the distance 
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•f thirty-eight years, the whole difference is no more than one tboasand eight 
hundred and twenty men : for at the former period, the number of men of a 
military age was six hundred and three thousand five hundred and fifty ; and • 
at the latter, six hundred and one thousand seven hundred and thirty. But 
though the strength of the host was nearly the same, the individuals whereof 
it wa& composed were totally changed ; two names alone of so many myriads 
etood upon both lists, Caleb the son of Jephunneh, and Joshua the son of 
Nun, for Moses himself was under sentenc^ of condemnation ; he was not to 
be permitted to pass over Jordan j he is already numbered with the dead. 

The course of nature, it is true, is continually producing a similar effect ob 
the human race, upon the whol« ; but there is a degree of exactness in this 
instance, not to be accounted for on common principles, and which must be 
resolved into a special interpositioo of Protidence, which had pronounced the 
doom of death on the whole body of offenders, in the moment of trane^res- 
sion, and at the same instant, promised the reward of fidelity and obedience 
to those illustrious two ; longevity and the possession of Canaan. Vain 
therefore is the hope of so much as one guilty person escaping in a crowd, 
groundless the fear of singular goodness suffering in the midst of many wicked. 

It is related of Xerxes, king of Persia, much to the honour of his humani- 
ty, that surveying from an eminence the vast army with which he waa ad- 
vancing to the invasion of Greece, he burst into tears to think that in leas 
than one hundred years they should all be cut off from the land of the living. 
What then, O Moses, were the emotions of thy soul, to see the event which 
Xerxes but anticipated, realized before thine eyes 1 To walk through the 
ranks of Israel without meeting one man who followed thee out of Egypt, 
with whom thou conldst mingle the tears of sympathy over so many fallen, or 
remind of the joy and wonder of that great deliverance 1 Is not that man 
already dead, who has survived all his contemporaries 1 A consideration, 
among many others, powerfully calculated to reconcile the mind to the 
thoughts of dissolution, and to impress on the soul the sentiment of the wise 
man concerning the world, *' I hate it, I would not live always." 

Long life, however, is not the less to be considered as a blessing. The 
love of it is a constitutional law of our nature ; and the promise of it is an- 
nexed to the sanctions of the written law, as a motive to obedience : ** Honour 
thy father and thy mother ; that thy days may be long upon the land which 
the Lord thy God giveth thee,"* and it is here bestowed as a reward on the 
£uthfuL Premature death, in like manner, is an object of natural horror, is 
threatened in anger, and inflicted as a punishment. *^ The wicked shall not 
live half his days, and his memory shall rot." In general, a wise and merci- 
lul God hides from the eyes of men the era of their departure out of the 
world. The bitterness of death consists in the foretaste, and the forerunners 
of that great enemy. That bitterness, in its full proportion, was wrung out, 
and mingled in the cup of Moses. The death of everylsraelite was a deatb- 
waming to him. He had lately ascended Mount Hor with Aaron his brother, 
stript him of his garments, closed his eyes to his last long sleep, and descended 
without him ; and Mount Hor is only a few steps distant firom Mount Abarim, 
and his own summons comes at length. He is respited, not pardoned, and a 
reprieve of forty years is now expired. 

It is in that awful, trying hour, we are at this time to trace the character 
and mark the behaviour of the man of God. 

From the moment he fell under the divine displeasure which shorten- 
ed the date of his life, we observe it lying with an oppressive weight upon his 
XQind. The lofe of life manifests itself, and we behold, in the prophet, the 
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man of like passions with ourselves. There is no incident of his life on 
which he dwells so raaeh, and with such earnestness of interest as this* 
The history of his offence is again and again repeated, not in the Tiew of ex* 
tenuating the guilt of it, but to vindicate the righteous judgement of God. 
The excellence of this part of his narrative, is its departing ftom the direct 
hue of narration. He hastens forward to bring it early into view ; he returns 
again upon hw footsteps, and presents it a second time to view. Is he re* 
minding Israel of their rebellion and disobedience 1 his own transgressiofl, 
and the punishment of it, arise and stare him in the lace. Is he encouraging 
them in their progress towards the promised land 1 he sighs to think that 
be himself shall never enter into it. At one time he flatters himself with 
the hope that justice might perhaps relent, and presumes to expostulate and 
entreat, in terms earnest and pathetic, such as these ; '* O Lord God, thou 
hast b^ran to shew thy servant thy greatness and thy mighty hand ; for what 
god is there in heaven or in earth, that can do according to thy works, and 
according to thy might I I pray thee let me go over and see the good land 
that is beyond Jordan, that goodly mountain, and Lebanon."* 

At another time, he seemn quietly to give up the cause as lost, and patient- 
ly prepares to meet hb fate, and meekly resigns himself to the will of the 
Most High; which he was unable to alter. In a word, we see him at 
once the man and the believer, and a pattern well worthy of imitation in both 
respects. 

It is impossible to observe the conflict of Moses's soul, when this cup of 
tremblmg was put into hit hands, without thinking of the bitter agony in the 
garden, of the travail of the Redeemer's soul, of that passionate address, 
^* Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me"— of ** sweat like great 
drops of blood fklling down to the grottnd,"f-*-of the triumph of resignation, 
** nerertheless, not my will, but thine be done"— of *' humiliation to death, the 
death of the cross." Thus it ** behoved him to fulfil all righteousness." 
Thus he taught men to obey the law of God, to use all lawful endea?ours to 
preserve life ; and thus he inculcated submission to that soveveigir will whieh 
It is unprofitable and impious to resist. 

** Get thee up," said God to Moses, ** into this Mount Abarim, and see ^ 
land which I have given unto the children of Israel ;"| and this is aU that the 
law can do for the guilty ; it conducts to an adjoining eminence, it spreads 
a distant prospect of Canaan, it can display its beauty and fertility, it can in- 
spire the desire of possession : but it cannot divide Jordan, it cannot lead to 
victory over the last enemy, it cannot make ** the comer thereunto perfect," nor 
establish the soul in everlasting rest. Neither Moses, the giver of the law, 
nor Aaron, the high priest, under the law, could ** continue by reason of 
death." But the Apostle and High Priest ef our profession is *^ entered into 
the holiest of all," has opened a passage through the gates of death, to life 
and immortality ; lifted up, first upon the cross, and then to his throne in the 
heavens, he is drawing all men unto him. 

Together with the honest though fond attachment to life, which character- 
izes the man, and the pious resignation which marks the child of God, Moses 
discovers, on this occasion, that excellent spirit which sinks and loses the 
individual in the public He cheerfully gives up his personal suit, and the 
cause of Israel henceforth engrosses him wholly. ** And Moses spake unto 
the Lord, saying. Let the Lord, the God of the spirits of all flesh, set a man 
over the congregation, which may go out before them, and which may go in 
before them, and which may lead them out, and whieh may bring them 

* Dwt. in. a, U. t Luke zxif. 4t-44. t Lev- tm. If; 19: 
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in ; that the congregation of the Lord be not aa aheep which have no i hep- 
herd"* 

Let modern patriota think of this, and bluah at their pride and lelfi^neaai 
But they are lost to all sense of decency, they keep each other in countenance by 
their multitude and confidence, and ^' glory in their shame." This noble 
condact of the Jewish legislator was not the aiectation of virtne and public 
spirit, the ostentatious bcmsting of a man who had no prospect, or a distant 
one of being put to the trial ; but the nati? e greatness and superiority of a 
mind occupied with two grand objects, the glory of God and the good of his 
eountry ; a mind that could rejoice in the ad? ancement of an infer ioar, and de* 
crease with inward satisfaction while the other increased. Ordinary men look 
with an evil eye upon their successors. A prince and his heir, though that 
heir be bis own son, generally live upon indifferent terms ; but Moses sees his 
dignity departing from himself in his life time, departing from his family, giv- 
en to his servant, without a murmur, without a sigh. It was enoagh to him 
that Grod had been pleased to adopt Joshua, for the purpose of finishing his 
work, of introducing Israel into their inheritance. It is no sooner intimated 
to him, than Joshua becomes his son, his brother, his friend : and be proceeds 
to his installation with as much alacrity, as he invested Aaron with the ponti* 
fical robes. 

This solemn ceremony consisted of a variety of circumstances, which are 
well worthy of our attention ; from their being of divine appointment, from 
their great antiquity, from their inexplicable mysteriousness, or their obvious 
aigni^ncy. Joshua was already anointed with the unction of the Spirit t 
he was a person of singular piety, undaunted resolution, and unshaken fideli- 
ty : he had long attended upon Moses as his minister, had accompanied him 
into the mount, when he ascended to meet God, had traversed the land of 
Canaan as one of the spies, had brought up its good report, and stood firm 
with Caleb in resisting the timid and discouraging representations of his col- 
leaguea. He possessed aH the qualities natural, accpiired, and miraculously 
dispensed, which were requisite to the discharge of the duties of that high 
and important station lo which Providence was now calling him. By the 
apirit which is said to have been in Joshua, soose understand the spirit of 
prophecy, or supernatural powers of lot eseeing and providing for fiiture events. 
By taking in every circumstance, it seems rather to denote those rare gifU 
with which nature had so liberally endowed him ; wisdom, and courage, and 
strength, and which Providence was now calling forth fi>r the general benefit. 
But though thus amply furnished for his great undertaking, God was pleased 
to command a solemn and public declaration of his choice, and that the object 
of it should, before the eyes of the people, be set apart by the imposition of 
the hands of Moses to the office assigned him. 

Forms are necessary, because men are not spiritual ; forms are interposed, 
that the understanding, the heart, and the conscience may be approached 
through the channels of sense. And of all forms, recommended by divine 
authority, and its own significant simplicity, that of the laying on of hands ia 
one of the most ancient, most frequently in use, and most striking. By this 
solemn rite, the devoted victim was set apart for death, and the goilt of the 
oflferer transferred, as it were, and laid upon the head of the oblation : and 
thus were the minister of the sanctuary* the geni'raL the statesman, dedicated 
to the duties of their respective stations ; thus new and extraordinary powers 
were conferred upon Joshua: thus Jesus t<M>k leave of his disciples, and lefl a 
blessing behind him, more precious than the mantle of Elijah. ** He led 
them out as far aa Bethany, and be lifVed up hia hands and blessed theoi*"t 

» Numb. Mvii. 15-17. t Luke vdr. 50. 
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By lajiog (ui of the apostlet' hands, miracalous gifts of the Holj Ghost 
were communicated ; and by laying on of the hands of the presbytery, Tim- 
othy was solemnly set apart for exercising the office of a bishop ; and thns a 
great part of the christian world continues to install ito ministers in the pas- 
toral office. 

Moses was fiirther commanded ** to cause Joshua to stand before Eleazer 
the priest,** who was probably to offer up sacrifice in behalf of the comman- 
der elect, and by this additional solemnity to impress both upon his own mind 
and upon those of the specUtors, the weight and imporUnce of the sacred 
charge committed unto him. It is added, Terse 20th, '* And thou shalt put 
some of thine honour upon him, that all the congregation of the children of 
Israel may be obedient" 

This, is interpreted by some commentators, of those rays of glory, which 
are supposed to have surrounded the head of Moses, ever since his descent 
from God in the mount, and which so dazzled the eyes of the beholder, that 
in speaking to the people he was under the necessity of putting a veil over 
his face. By the imposition of his hands upon the head of Joshua, according 
to the commandment, this external, sensible honour is understopd to have 
been communicated from the one to the other, and that, in consequence of it» 
Joshua henceforth wore a visible token of the choice of Heaven. 

Conjecture and fancy blend too much in this exposition, to procure for it 
a very high degree of respect. Juster and more sober criticism explain the 
passage as im^Hying, that Moses should immediately associate Joshua with 
himself in the executive powers of government, devolve upon him a share 
both of the respect and the care which pertained to the supreme command ; 
that he might enjoy the satisfaction, while he yet lived, and which he so much 
desired, of beholding a wise and a good man conducting the Israelitish affairs^ 
in church and state, with discretion, and carrying on the plan of Providence 
to its consummation. 

There is another article in the injunction laid upon Moses, respecting the 
appointment of his successor, which has greatly exercised and puzzled the 
critics. ** And he shall stand before Eleazer the priest, who shall ask coun- 
sel for him, after the judgement of Urim, before the Lord ; at his word shall 
they go out, and at his word they shall come in, both he and all the childrea 
ef Israel with him, even all the congregation."* 

The difficulty is, what was the Urim, and the judgement of Urim, of which 
Eleazer was to ask counsel in behalf of Joshua, and wherein Moses differed 
from Joshua as to this ? Urim is, in general, in scripture, found in connex- 
ion with Thummim. The words import light and perfection; and they ap- 
pear to have been some part or appendage of the breastplate, that essential 
article of the high priest's dress. They were not, it is alleged, the production 
of human skill, like the other particulars of the sacred clothing, for there is 
BO account of their fabrication by the hands of man ; but when the breast- 
plate was finished, Moses, we are told, ** put into it the Urim and the Thum- 
mim," whatever they were, immediately from God. 

The method of consultation has also furnished ample matter of dispute. 
The most approved tradition is this, for scripture gives but few, and those very 

? general hints, upon the subject, the person who desired to consult the oracle, 
and none but public persons, and on great public occasions, were admitted 
to that privilege,) intimated his intention to the high priest ; who, at the hour 
of incense, arrayed in his pontifical vestments, entered the holy place, accom- 

¥inied at a little distance by the magistrate or general, who made the inquiry, 
he high priest placed himself with biff face towards the entrance of the most 

* Namb. ^vii. 21. 
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hciLy place. The veil which separated the holy place from Uie holy of holies, 
was drawn up for the occasion, so that he stood directly fronting the ark of 
the covenant, overshadowed by the cherubim, where the Schechinah, or visi- 
ble glory, resided. The inquirer then standing behind, pronounced the ques- 
tion, or consultation, in a few plain words ; such for example as these, '* Shall 
I go up against the Philistines, or shall I not go up V This question was 
again repeated solemnly and distinctly by the high priest before the Lord : 
and on looking downwards upon the Urim in the breastplate, the answer of 
Ood was seen in characters of reflected light, from the excellent glory, and 
which the high priest audibly repeated in the ears of the party concerned. 
♦* Go ;" or, " Thou shalt not go." 

When the oracle refused to give any response, as in the case of Saul, it 
was considered as a mark of high displeasure. God would not answer that 
wicked prince '* by the judgement of Urim," but because he had wilfully 
forsaken God, an offended God, in just displeasure, gave him up to ask coun- 
sel of hell, and to follow it to his own destruction. *' We have also," chris- 
tians, '* a more sure word of prophecy, whereunto ys do well that ye take 
heed ; as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and 
the daystar arise in your hearts."* 

Joshua being referred to this mode of consultation, compared with the his- 
tory of Moses, points out the difierenoe between these two leaders of Israel. 
** There arose not a prophet since in Israel like unto Moses, whom the Lord 
knew face to fiice."f 

God manifested himself immediately unto Moses ; conversed with him as a 
man with his friend. Joshua was kept at a greater distance, and enjoyed com- 
munion with God through the intervention of appointed means. Just as be- 
fore Moses was admitted to the very summit of the Mounts received within 
the veil of thick darkness, which at once concealed and revealed the divine 
glory ; while Joshua was confined to a lower region, kept in the place and on 
the duty of a^servant. But we must conclude. 

The whole scene that has now passed in review, speaks directly to the 
heart and conscience. It presents a striking and instructive instance of the 
goodness and severity of God. The faults and infirmities of his dearest chil- 
dren he neither overlooks, nor forgets to punish. For one offence, and seem- 
ingly a slight one, Moses is excluded from Canaan. No humiliation, peni- 
tence or entreaty can, of themselves, remove the guilt nor prevent the chas- 
tisement of sin. The neglect or insult offered by a child, a brother, a friend, 
strikes deeper than the most violent outrage from a stranser, or an avow- 
ed enemy. The transgression of Moses at the waters of strife was thus ag- 
gravated, and he must die for it. O my God, enter not into judgement with 
me, whose crimes are heightened by every circumstance of aggravation — de- 
liberation, presumption, filial ingratitude, in the face of solemn and repeated 
engagements. If Moses died the death, for once speaking unadvisedly with 
his lips, in the moment of passion ; ** if thou, Lord, art strict to mark iniqui- 
ty, where shall I stand ?" how shall I escape 1 

But is death a punishment to a good man ? No. As in the death of Mo- 
ses, therefore, we behold the justice and severity of God, so in its consequen- 
ces, we behold his goodness and loving^kindness. The evil is slight and 
temporary ; the good is unspeakably great, and eternally permanent ; exclu- 
sion from Canaan is admission into the kingdom of heaven ; ** to be absent 
from the body is to be present with the Lord." Faith, indeed, redeems not 
from the power of the grave, but it dissipates all the horror of the tomb : trans- 
forms it into a resting place for the weary pilgrim ; and converts the king of 

* S Petflf i. 19. t I>«uU auiv. 10. 
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terrors ioto a mimflter of joy. •* O deatb, where ie thy sting ! O ^nve, 
where is thy victory 1 Thtnke be to God, who giveth us the victory, through 
Jesus Christ oor Lord." *' The saying that is written, is come to pass, death 
is swallowed up of victory ; mortality is swallowed up of life." '' Life and 
immortality are brought to light by the gospel." We " know whom we have 
believed :" we believe in him who hath said, ^* I am the resurrectimi and the 
life ; he that believeth in me, though he were dead« yet shall he live. And 
whosoever liveth and believeth in me, shall never die." 



HISTORY OF MOSES. 



nUMBERS XXXL 1, 2. 

And the Lortf ipake unto Moset , saying, Aveiig« the children of Israel of the Hidianites : aAenrard 
shalt thou be gathered unto thy people. 

The interest which every reader of taste and sensibility takes in the lifii 
and acMons of Moses is never permitted to flagt much less totally to sink and 
expire. His infant cries, from the very first moment, awaken our sympathy ; 
and his departing words, at the a^e of a hundred and twenty years, continue 
to excite our esteem and admirtition* Whether employed as a minister of 
vengeance or of mercy, he inspires affection or commands respect. 

The lore of life is not only natural aod innocent, but important and neces- 
sary. We are instructed to,g«a|d, to preserve, to prelong it, at once by the 
constitution and frame of our nature* and by manifold examples of the high- 
est authority. And while Providence permit* the farther extension of it, the 
reasons and end of that extension are obviously manifest. Not a single hons 
is added to the life of any one, merely to make up such a quantity of time. 
No, every moment is destined to its peculiar purnoae, passes to account^ calls 
to its proper use and employment. To dream ot premature retirement from 
the exercise of our faculties and functions, of mere existence withont em> 
ploymant, is an attempt to defeat the intention of the Creatof in seading oa 
into the world ; is a degradation and perversion of the powers of the human 
mind ; is to be dead while we live. The inquiry of % well regulated spiirit, to 
the last, is, ** Lord, what wouldst thou have me do 1" While any of my {low- 
ers remain, however blunted* however impaired, to whom shall I dedicate thn 
poor remains 1 Enfeebled, exhausted as I am, is there no one reefMct an 
which I can yet glorify Qod, or be nsefiil to my feUow creatures 1 And tntte 
last, the great Supporter of life, the Rukr of the world, has some command 
to give, some labour to be porlbnaed, some exercise of the hand, the bead, « 
the heart to enjoin, some {uirpose of justice or of love to aaoompUsh* 

Moses has received warning to depar^but the hour of releaiia is not yet 

come. And though his offence at the waters of Meribah must be poniahed 

^ with death, the |rapq,ntlli9 of his mind is not thereby difuj^mposed, nor bis 
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interoottrse with Heavtn ioterrapted, nor his zeal in performiog the daties of 
lus station abated. The God whom he had ao kmg and fiiithfbUj served, con* 
tinues to conyerse with him at a man with his fHend, communicates to htm 
his designs, and employs him in the execution. Our lives too are forfeited ; 
the sentence of death is upon us ; under a respite of unknown, uncertain du« 
ration our days are passing away, improved ever so well, they cannot indeed 
redeem firom the grave, nor alter the immutable decree ; but their improve^ 
ment may alleviate the bitterness of death and pluck out the sting. The in- 
evitable course of nature, and the righteous decisions of a holy law, destroy 
not the sacred coromunioations which subsist between a merciful God and a 
gracious spirit. To receive a command from an offended father, atler judges 
ment has been pronounced, partakes of the natore of a pardon ; and it is no 
slender consolation, even under the stroke of justice, to reflect that paternal 
affection was pleased to regard and accept future obedience and submission^ 
if not as an atonement for offence, at least as a mark of contrition for having 
transgressed. As if, therefore, we ooald wipe out the memory of the past ; 
as if persevering labours of gratitude and love could purchase our release ; as 
if death were to be prevented, disarmed or destroyed, by the efforts of the 
passing moment, let us awake and arise to the knowledge, the study and the 
practice of our heavenly Father's will. 

The service prescribed to Moses on this occasion was the execution of jus- 
tice on a nation of offenders. The nature of the offence has been hinted at 
in a former Lecture ; and we may form a judgement of its enormity, from 
the vengeance which pursued it The slate ef Midian, at the period in ques- 
tion, exhibits the last stage of moral depravity — a corrupted people carrying 
on a temporary political design, by means the most scandalous and dishonour- 
able — the dearest and most delicate interests of human nature vilely sacrificed 
to its worst and most disgraceful propen8itie»-^hu0bandB conntenancing (he 
prostitution of their wives, and parents that of thehr daughters, in order to 
gratify ambition, avarice or revenge. A nation of such a character is neces- 
sarily hastening to utter deatmction, without fire from heaven, or the s>v'ord 
of a for«g« enemy. But what vice was acceleratiiig by its own native ener- 
gy, Providence hastens to ao issue by a special interposition, and ** the Lord 
makee himself known by the judgement which he executes.'* 

The force which it was thought proper to employ for the extermination of 
this debauched race, is indication sufficient how tow its character was rate(?. 
Immersed in sensuality, enervated l^ hixury, a handful of men was deemed 
enottgfa to destroy them. A thousand out of every tribe of Israel, twelve 
thousand men in all, Moses considers as fully competent to the execution of 
this enterprize ; and the event folly justified the estimate he had made. It 
is likewise remarkable, that he neither commands in this ';expediuon, in per- 
son, nor commits the conduct of it to Joshua, or any other of military profes- 
sion ; bttt to ** Plnnea», the son of Eleazer the priest," fumnhed ** with the 
holy instniments, and the trumpets to blow, in his hand." We have here, 
therefore, the idea of a eolemn public execution, rather than of regular war. 
No resistance is made, no Mood but that of the criminals is shed ; they dare 
not meet in the field those whom in the secret chambers they could^ensnare. 
In vain their hoary adviser Balaam, urges them to feats of arms, and sets 
them an example of conrage ; sepported by five kings and their armies, he 
fiills together with them, by the sword of Israel, an awfol monument, how cer- 
tainly, however riowly, eternal justice overtakes the sinner ! 

The immense booty which this easy victory transferred to the Israelites, is 
a fiirther demonstration of the feebleoess and dissolution of their unwarlike 
enemy. They had wealth without being rich, luxury without enjoyment, 
policy withoQf wisdom, fcingly power withamtgovernftenti and zial ibr leligioB 
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wttiiout anobjeotofworehip. Conquered the moment tkey tre tttaeke^ 
having no resource in public or private virtue ; men lost to a senao of what 
constitutes true female dignity, women precipitating that corruption of wIhgIi 
they were the miserable victims — they bold up to mankind a fearful bat in- 
structive example of the native, necessary, inevitable consequences of vies. 
Up to similar causes the downfal of still greater states may be traced ; and 
if sin be the ruin of any kingdom, what individual offender shall dare ta flain 
ter himself with the hope of escaping the righteous judgement of God ! 

The severity with which judgement was executed on the Midianites, helps 
ferther to unfold their character. An effeminate, luxurious people, generally 
excites contempt at most ; but here a holy and just indignation is kiodied. 
Heaven itself is up in arms against a degenerate race ; and Moses^ the meek- 
est of men, accuses the exterminators of the whole race of Midian of weak 
and excessive lenity. How is this to be accounted for t It will be found oo 
inquiry, that in a very dissolute state of society, vices of the most odious and 
atrocious kind are necessarily blended with others less offensive. The love 
of pleasure is the predominant character ; but in order to feed and support 
that passion, arts the most criminal and detestable must be employed. Injus- 
tice, violence, perjury and murder follow in the train of lust. The moral 
principle is destroyed : all sense of shame is lost. The general depravity 
keeps every individual transgressor in countenance. Appearances are no 
longer attended to or kept up. Men glory in their shame. The very offices of 
religion are perverted into instruments of debauchery. Such, apparently, was 
the state of Midian at the period under review ; such was that of Israel dur- 
ing the government and priesthood of £^i ; and such was that of the Assyrian 
and Roman empires immediately previous to their subversion. An4 in such 
a state, is it any wonder to see heaven and earth combined to root out and 
overthrow — a holy and righteous God employing the ministration of the 
gentlest of mankind to cut off the name and memory of such a people from 
the earth ? When punishment so signal is inflicted, we may safely infer, that 
the guilt which provoked it from such hands was enormous. 

On reviewing the little army of Israel, after the victory, a fact turns op un- 
equalled in the history of mankind — not so much as one of the twelve thou- 
sand has fallen in battle : and that in attacking and destroying a nation as 
populous as to contain thirty-two thousand females of a particular descrip- 
tion.* The hand of God was clearly visible in this, and thankfully acknowl- 
edged. The superfluous ornaments which lately published the shame of 
Midian, now proclaim the piety and gratitude of Israel ; and become part of 
the sacred treasury of the tabernacle. Every creature of God is good in it- 
self, and intended to do good. Use the world so as not to abuse it, and the 
Creator is glorified. Every day added to our life is as much a miracle of mer- 
cy, as the preservation of every individual of the twelve thousand in the 
day of battle. Let our gratitude declare itself in an habitual devotedness of 
heart and life, to the God of our life, and the length of our days ; let us pre- 
sent our *« bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is oar 
reasonable service : and be transformed by the renewing of our mind, that we 
may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect will <^ God."t 

In the punishment inflicted on Midian, we behold a righteous God prose- 
cuting an injury done to Israel, as an insult offered to himselE And indeed 
every offence against society is a direct attack of the divine authority, which 
has fenced the person, the ^me and the virtue of our neighbour on every 
side, against all the assaoHs, whether of violence or deceit. The character 
and conduct, in connexion with the untoely end of the areh*sedticer Balaarai 

"^ffamb s»i. li. . • tBom.sill,! 
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are an awfbl and instractive instanoe of the justice of God in makiog signal 
gttik its own avenger, and furnish a striking illustration of the observations 
Aiada by the psahnist and his wise son : *' Behold he travailetb with iniquity* 
and hath ooneeived mischief, and brought forth falsehood. He made a pit, 
and di^ed it, and is fiillen into the ditch which he made. His mischief shall 
return upon his own head, and his violent dealing shall come down upon his 
own pate* I will praise the Lord according to his righteousness ; and will sing 
praise to the name of the Lord most high."* *' The heathen are sunk down 
in the pit that they made, in the net which they hid is their own foot taken. 
The Lord is known by the judgement which he executeth : the wicked is 
Miared in the work of his own hand8."t «' For the ways of man are before 
the eyes of the Lord, and he pondereth all his goings. His own iniquities 
fihaU take the wicked himself, and he shall be holden with the cords of his 
sins* He shall die without instruction : and in the greatness of his folly he 
shall go astray."! 

— In the faint resistance made by the Midianites to a force so small, we 
behold the native tendency of vice to enfeeble and enervate. Sunk in effem- 
inacy and sloth, they are overcome as soon as attacked. Strong in cunning, 
they are destitute of true wisdom, and defective in valour. The foe that as- 
saults, that conquers them, is within. *' The wicked flee when no man pur- 
fiuetb, but the righteous is bold as a lion." Addictedness to.the pleasures of 
sense gradually, though insensibly, encroaches on all the nobler principles of 
our nature, undermines and subverts them. Every spring of the soul is re- 
laxed through disuse ; the bodily powers become languid, and the sluggish 
giant becomes an easy prey to the active and vigorous child. Exercise your 
iaculties, and they will increase and improve : neglect them, and they will 
quickly fall into utter decay. Fear God, maintain '* a conscience void of of- 
fence," and bid defiance to what earth and bell can do against you. 

— In the freewill oflGsring of these grateful Israelites for protection and de- 
liverance in the day of battle, behold a laudable example of attention to the 
ways of Providence, and of thankful acknowledgement of them. Let friends, 
after the days of separation are at an end, after the hour of danger is past, 
reckon their numbers. Do they remain entire, not one missing, is no allay 
mingled with the joy of reunion ? It was the hand of God that supported ; 
he " gave his angels charge concerning you." ** He covered you with his 
leathers ; his truth was your shield and buckler ; no evil befel you, no plague 
came nigh your dwelling." ** Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his 
name ; offer unto him thanksgiving, honour him with your substance ;" pre- 
sent ** the calves of your lips," the devotedness of your hearts, the obedience 
of your lives. 

— Does the punishment of this people appear to any rigorous and excessive ? 
Let them consider that they are very incompetent judges of God's moral gov- 
ernment ; that they see but a few scattered fragments of the vast scheme of 
Providence ; that creatures themselves ignorant, weak and criminal, must be 
much disqualified to ** hold the balance and the rod ;" that every transgression 
of the divine law mertu death ; that '' fools" only ** make a mock at sin." 
Iiet the whole earth tremble before Him *' who will by no means clear the 
guilty :" who has denounced ** indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish 
against every soul of man that doth evil," while to the humble and contrite 
' in heart, be prodains bis name, '* The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gra- 
eioHs, lottgsufiering and abundant in goodness and truth ; keeping mercy for 
tkonsands, forgiving iniquity, transgression and sin :"§ *' visiting the iniquity 
4>f the fathers upon the children, unto the third and fourth generation of them 
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who bate him ; hot shewing mercj to tk$maHds of Ihani that lofe him and 
keep his commandinents*"* 

— In the leader and commander of Israel behold, ooco more, a man oialt» 
ed far aboTo all temporary, all selfish concerns ; occupied only with the intei^ 
esto of trath and justice, the duties of his station, the prosperity of his charge 
the fflory of Him who had conferred it upon him. In this last object his 
whole soul is absorbed. He walks already on air, and beholds the world 
under his feet ; but forgets not that he is yet in it, and that in e? ery state, 
and at every period of existence, a rational being may promote, and ought to 
be studying how he may best promote the honour of his Creator, by ^min- 
istering justice, or extending mercy to his felk>w creatures.-— Ck>nsider him 
well ; and, in your sphere, with the means and ability you enjoy, go and do 
likewise— and God grant us all wisdom to know and do what is well pleasing 
in bis sight. 
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NUMBERS XXXY. 9, 10, U, Vt, IS, 14, 1& 

And the Lord spake unto Moeet, faying, Spe^ unto the children of Israel, and tay nolo *bem, Wk«a 
▼e be come over Jordan, into the lancfor Canaan, then ye shall appoint you cities, to be cities of relbre 
tor you ; that the slayer may 6ee thither which killeth aiy penm ai oaawaras. And ihey shdl be 
unto yoa cities for rewge from the ayengflr ; that the manslayer die not^ oatil be aiaad belbre the 
congrtgation in hidi^ment. And oT these cities which ye sha/1 give, six cities shall ye have ibr 
refuge. Ye shall give three cities on this side Jordan^ and three cities shidi ye give is the land of 
Canaan, which shall be oities of refiigew Tbeae mx cities shall he a reAig% beih for the duldrBB 
of Israel, and for the stranger, and for the sojourner among them ; that everx one thai kiUeth any 
penan nnawares may flee thither. 

Human laws are generallj the resoit of experienoe, not the provisioD of 
foresight Occasion dictates the encouragement to be given, the restraint to 
be imposed, the punishment to be inflicted. The muilUplicatioB of new and 
extraordinary cases, must of course swdl the statute book ; through change 
of circumstances some institutes must sink into disuse and obltrion, aad oth- 
ers rise into existence and force. Hence the variety, the opposition, the con* 
tradiction of different codes of law, not only in different counuries, but in the 
same country at difierent periods. 

There are, at the same time, certain general and fixed principles of law ap- 
plicable lo every state of society ; which, founded in eternal, UBchangeaUe 
truth and justice, are in perpetual force, and of universal obligation. 
Divested of every thing arbitrary, k>cal and temporary, they address then- 
selves to the understanding and conscience of every man, and irresistibly car- 
ry conviction with them. The genius, character and progress of any peof^e, 
a sagacious observer will be aUe to Uace, with tolerable accuracy, in their 

•Exod. x».6,6. 
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legislation, im (beir instilutioDs, political aAd religioas ; for those of a mord 
tendeocy never vary. It is easy to discern in the spirit of the laws, what ia 
the spirit of the nation ; to discern whether liberty or despotism, moderation 
or tyranny is predominant. 

But the constitution of the commonwealth of Israel possesses distinctive 
features. It was tomed by Divine Wisdom long before it had a local resi- 
dence wherein to act. The laws by which Canaan was to be governed, were 
enacted in the wildefnees. Prescience made provision for cases which could 
not as yet have arisen. Republican equality was blended with absolute, nn- 
liroited theocracy ; a liberty and a sovereignty established in perfect harmony, 
and yet both to their utmost extent. The Levitical part of the constitution 
was adapted to this state of things. The priesthood, in respect of property 
and possession, was reduced below the level of their brethren ; while by their 
office and employments, the homage paid and the provision made for them, 
they were raised above their fellows. They were appointed to minister at the 
altar of God ; and it was his will, and it was reasonable, that they shoold live 
by it. 

One of the last public services :n which Moses was employed, is the set- 
tlement of this branch of the political economy — ^the establishment of religion, 
without which no state can long exist ; and the appointment of a moderate, 
but certain and steady provision for its ministers. 

Forty and eight cities, in all, with their sobitrhs, and an extent of territory 
around every one, not exceeding two thousand cubits, in all directions, were 
to be set apart for the tribe of Levi, and distributed by lot. As the lot was 
specially ordered by Divine Providence, the dispersion of this tribe over the 
whole land, there is good reason to believe, God in wisdom overruled favoora* 
bly to the exercise of their sacred function. Of their other privileges and 
immunities, we are not now led to treat The wovis we have read limit our 
attention to an institution, in many respects singular, and unexampled in' the 
history of mankind — the appointment of six of the Levitical cities as places 
of refuge for the unintentional, and therefore leas criminal manslayer. Re- 
specting this Institution, and its reason and design, the following particulars 
recommend themeelves to onr notice. 

The provision here made refers to a case of singular importance to society ; 
on which indeed the very being of society depends — the security of human 
Itfo against violence. To take away the life of another is the most atrocions 
offence which man can commit against man. The laws of every well-regu- 
lated community have accordingly marked it as the object of just vengeance, 
saying, in the language of the supreme Legislator, ** Whoso sheddeth man's 
blood, by man shall his blood be shed." But into the commission of this of- 
fence, as of every other, circumstances of aggravation or alleviation may 
enter ; and every wise legislator will take these into consideration ; adapting 
the degree of punishment to the degree of criminality, distinguishing the ac- 
tion, as connected with, or separated from the intention. To the wilful and 
deliberate murderer no place was to serve as a sanctuary ; to him the altar 
itself was to aflbrd no protection. But a man may deprive his neighbour of 
life without incurring the guilt of murder ; and it must be imputed to him as 
a calatmty, not a crime. To meet such a case, the provision in question was 
made ; and a refuge was provided for both the citizen and the stranger who 
might '* unawares," without malice or intention, occasion the death of another. 

This refuge, however, was not wholly unrestricted, but subject to a variety 
of vegaJations, all calculated powerfully to impress on the minds of the people, 
an awful sense of the value put on the life of man by the great Legislator : 
and to serve as a caution not only against deliberate violence, but even against 
carelessness and inattention, where the liffo of another wis concerned. Blood 
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lies heavily, as it ought, on the head of him who sheddeth it, however inno** 
eeotly ; and the consciousness of it will ever be felt as a severe punishment 
by a sensible heart, though no judge arise to avenge it But punishment to a 
certain degree was inflicted on the manslayer, by the very statute which ap- 
pointed the refuge ; and to the uneasy reflections arising from having been 
the unwilling instrument of a man's death, were superadded alarming appre- 
hensions and painful restraints. 

The first regulation limited the number of these cities to six, for the whole 
commonwealth of Israel. Hence, an escape to a place of refuge must, ha 
many instances, have been effected through much danger, exertion and la- 
bour ; and the unhappy fugitive must frequently have felt all the bitterness of 
death in his solicitude to flee from it. Thus, while the finger of mercy pointed 
to the strong hold of safety, the voice of justice exclaimed, '' Flee for thy 
life, look not behind thee, lest thou perish ; behold the avenger of blood is 
at thy heels." 

But that the danger, and the anxiety resulting from it, might be diminished 
as far as the limited number of the cities would admit, it was determined by the 
lot that these should be dispersed at the most commodious distances, over th« 
country ; and it was expressly provided that three of them should be on each 
side the Jordan, in order to facilitate and secure escape at the seasons when 
that river overflowed its banks, and rendered a passage tedious, difficult or 
impracticable. In the same view, it has been affirmed, and seems probable, 
that the roads which led to these cities were formed and maintained at the 
public expense, and that their breadth was very considerable : that every ob- 
struction was removed out of the way, bridges were thrown over interposing 
streams, and when roads happened to cross or separate, an index, inscribed 
with the word Refuge^ pointed out the right course. And thus an institution 
humane in its design, was rendered more so, by the manner in which it was 
observed. 

But again — the city was, in the first instance, to serve only as a temporary 
refuge, and afforded shelter only till inquiry was made into the fact, and 
judgement was solemnly given between the manslayer and the avenger of 
blood, upon evidence adduced. If criminal intention was proved, there was 
no remedy, blood demanded blood, the prisoner must be delivered up to the 
hands of justice. If otherwise, public protection was granted, and he wa3 
restored to his refuge. The ordinance having it in view not to prevent and 
suppress the truth, but to bring it openly and fully to light. 

The innocence of the prosecuted party having been made clearly to ap- 
pear, he was restored indeed to his refuge, but it became, at the same time, 
his prison. Exiled from his native possession, and from all that rendered it 
dear ; doomed to live among strangers, to subsist on their bounty, perhaps to 
feel their unkindness or neglect, he must drag out a comfortless existence, to 
an unknown, uncertain period : or stir abroad under constant apprehension 
and hazard of his life. And confinement is still confinement, though in a 
place of safety, a city of refuge : and ignorance and uncertainty respecting 
the termination of our misery, are bitter ingredients in the cup of affliction* 
*' It may outlast life," sad thought ! ** or consume the best and roost valuabln 
}1brtion of my days. Unhappy that I am, to have introduced mourning into 
my neighbour'sfamily, and desolated my own. Though I feel not the pangs 
of remorse, my heart is torn with those of regret ; and bloody though shed 
without a crime, is a burden too heavy for me to bear." 

The last regulation on record respecting this subject, was a permission to 
the hapless manriayer to *' return into the land of his possession," on the 
death of the high priest The reason of this ordinance does not appear ; but 
it contains % cironmslance Tery aflecttng to the prisoner himself, ana aftcting 
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to all Israel. His release from confinement coold be purchased oiily bj deatBi 
the death of another ; and that not of an ordinary citizen, but of the mosi 
dignified and respectable character in the republic. The weight of blood in- 
nocently shed, was at length to be removed ; but how 1 Not by the demise 
of him who shed it, but of ** the high priest which should be in those days.'^ 
And may we not suppose a refugee of sensibility looking forward to this event 
with the mixed emotions of hope and sorrow ? The very cause of his en* 
hrgement makes it to partake of the nature of a punishment He dare hard<3 
ly wish for liberty, for it involved guilt deeper than what already lay upon hit 
head ; deliberate devising the death of his neighbour, and taking pleasure 
in it. 

Now, if guiltless homicide subjected the perpetrator of it to such accumu- 
lated danger, anxiety and distress, how atrocious in the sight of God must 
wilful murder be ? And how sacred, in the sight of man, ought to be th# 
h'fe of his brother, and every thing relating to its preservation and comibrti 
his health, his peace, his reputation 1 To attack him in any of these re^- 
spects, is to level a blow at his head} or, where he feels more sensibly still, at 
his heart. 

Let us review this last of the Mosaic institutions, and mark its reference 
to a clearer and more explicit dispensation : for it is too evidently *' a shadotr 
of good things to come." 

— The flying *' manslayer" is an affecting representation of what every 
man is by nature and by wicked works ; an unhappy creature, who has o^ 
fended against his brother, violated the laws of society, broken his own peace 
of mind^ and trampled on the divine authority, not only accidentally and un- 
intentionally, but deliberately, presumptuously. His conscience, *' like the 
troubled sea,'* cannot rest What he feels is dreadful, what he fears is infi- 
nitely worse. With trembling Cain, he apprehends that every one who meet- 
eth him will slay him ; his multiplied crimes cry out of the ground for ven- 
geance upon his head — while eternal, inflexible justice, like ** the avenger of 
blood," pursues him to the death. To flee from, or endure the wrath of an 
offended God, is equally impossible^ AH nature is up in arms against him; 
he is become a terror to himself; the king of terrors aims his fatd dart, and 
hell folk>ws after. 

— ^The ** refuge" provided by this statute for the unhappy man who had 
destroyed his brother, and troubled his own soul, prefigures the remedy pve- 
scribed by infinite wisdom for the recovery of a lost, perishing world — ^tbat 
dispensation of Divine Providence in which ** mercjr and truth are met to- 
gether, righteousness and peace have kissed each other." Fear not, goiltj 
creature, there is hope concerning thee : thou shalt not die. The God whom 
thou hast offended, even he, ** hath found out a ransom ;" he hath **laid help 
on One who is mighty to save, even to the uttermost, them who eome onta 
God through him." Cease from the anxioUs inquiry, '' Who shall ascend 
into heaven, to bring Christ down from above ? Who shall descend into the 
deep, to bring up Christ again firom the dead t" ** The word is nigh thee," 
and in this word the Lord '* brings near his tighteoosnessi" and his salvation. 
The name of Jehotah is as a strong tower, whoso runneth into it k safe. 
Prophets, apostles, evangelists, whh one accord, point to' the sanctna^y, sajh 
in|r, «• This is the way, walk ye in it" " Turn ye to the strong hold, ye 
prisoners of hope." Here is *' an highway"-^** the wayfaring men, thongk 
Ibols, shall not err therein/' The Saviour hhnself prod&ime, ** Look lo' 
me, and be saved." *' Him that oometh unto fne, I will in no wise cast oi^."^ 

— The very act of flying from '< the avenger of blood," argued a conecioof 
Hess of criminality, and an i^prehension of danger ; and the course directed 
Id a city of refugei indicated 4 knowledge of iu appoiatBieiity and of the pii^ 
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ikget portamiag to iU la this we behold the character of the convinced, 
psiule«t sitkner, condemned of his own eontcience, stripped of every plea of 
•elf-righteonsness, alarmed with the terrors of ** the wrath to come," encoor^ 
9^ged by the declarations of the mercy of God in Christ, apprehending ^ sal- 
fatioa in no other," perceiving no way to escape but this, he flees ** for refbgd 
to lay hold of the hope set before biro," even to '' Him who is mighty fo 
aave ;" to that " blood which speaketh better things than the blood of Abel ;^ 
to «• the Lamb of God, who taketh away the sin of the world :" saying, in the 
words of the psalmist, " O Lord, thou art my refoge ; return unto thy rest, O 
ny eoal, for the Lord bath deah bountifatly with tliee." *' In Jehovah alooe 
have I righteousness and strength ;" ** he also is become my salvation.'' 

The lafety of the maoslayer depended, not on having arrived at, but on re- 
aiaining in the city of his refuge. To leave it prematurely was as fktal ai M 
be overtaken on the way that led to it. The grace of the gospel, in like mafr- 
aer, is extended, not to him who, convinced of sin, and trembling with appre- 
tfeoaion of iudgement to come, has fled for refuge, to the great Propitiation for 
iki, bat lo htm who abideth in Christ. As there is a *' believing to the savii:^ 
of the aoul ; so there is a *^ drawing back unto perdition :" aud |* do roan 
IwfiDg put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of 
Qod." Heufoe the solemn injunction and waruing of Christ himself, ** Abide 
in me, and I in you — if a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a brmncb, 
and is withered : and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they 
are horned." " He that endureth unto the end, the same shall be saved." 
The great Apostle and High Priest of our profession lives forever ; there ia 
therefore '^ no more ffoing out" ** In returning and^rest shall we be saved, 
in quietness and confidence shall be our strength." 

—The sancteary provided and opened, equally for the distressed IsraeKle 
and ** the stranger," is a happy prefiffuration of the indiscriminating mercy, 
iheunlimited extension of the gospel salvation. "In Christ Jesus, ye wbo 
ceraetiroes were far ofi*, are made nigh by the blood of Christ. For he is fxir 
peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of 
partition between us." He '^ came and preached peace to vou which were 
tu off^ and to them which were nigh ; and through him, we both have att ac- 
cess by one Spirit unto the Father." The gospel of Christ is •* the power ef 
God «nlo salvation, to every one that believeth, to the Jew first, and also to 
the Greek." It announces ** glory, honour and peace to every roan that work- 
«th good, (0 the Jew first, and also to the Gentile." ** For there is no respem 
of persons with God." Blessed dispensation, which hath abolished all ki^i^ 
OU8 distinctions ! ** where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circurociaiofi lior 
UBciraomcision, barbarian, Scythian, bond nor firee, but Christ is ell, en4 te 
^1 !" Who art thou then, O man, who " judgest thy brother ! or why ^lo^ 
thou set at nought thy brother ?" He is a man like thyself, a criminal •• 
ahou art; for him also Christ died, and for his admission, as for thhie, tbe 
door of mercy stands open, the city of refuge strengthens ha walls, exfNiikb 
its gates. 

I conclude with suggesting a few hints, which will serve to evince tbe gio- 
rions superiority of the object prefigured, over the figure ; of ** the very tn*- 
age of the things," above '< the shadow of good things to cenfie." The iaMU 
tMtion under review was a provision for one particular species of oibnce and 
distress, and for a case which could occur but in rarer instances. Indeed the 
whole histoiy of Israel furnishes not a single one. But the ppovisioos of the 
** better covenant— established upon better promises," extend to every spe- 
cies, and to every instance of guilt and misery. They are made not only for 
the heedless and the unfortunate, the weak and the helpless, but for the sKmM- 
hearted and presiimptiioiis« for delibeimte o&nders and backsliding ^cfaiMreti, 
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for the very chief of sinners. Whatever, O roan, be thy peculiar ** weight, 
and the sin that doth more easily beset thee ;" whatever ** the plague of thine 
heart," or the error of thy life, behold " help laid for thee on One mighty to 
save." ** Behold the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the world." 
Hear, and accept his kind invitation, " Come to me, all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and 1 will give you rest" ** Look to me, and be saved, all 
tbe ends of the earth." '* Him that cometh I will in no wise cast out." The 
cities of Israel served as a temporary reprieve from a sentence of death, 
which, though the band of the ** avenger" was Restrained, the hand of nature 
was speedily to execute. The manslayer might be overtaken by it, in the 
very city of his refuge. But the believer's security under the gospel never fiiils, 
never terminates. He is *' passed from death unto life ;" he ** shall never 
perish." ** There is no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus." 
'^ Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect ? It is God that jus- 
tifietb : who is he that condemneth 1 It is Christ that died, yea, rather that 
is risen again." *' I give unto them eternal life, and they shall never perish, 
neither shall any pluck them out of my hand ; my Father which gave them 
me is greater than all, and none is aUe to pluck them out of my Father's 
hand." Under the law, the death of the high priest, the final era of release 
to the manslayer, was an event entirely casual, often distant, a]?rays uncer- 
tain. Under the gospel, that death, which is the sinner's deliverance, the 
soul's ransom, is an event forever present, perpetually producing its effect. 
Christ, *' by one offering, hath perfected forever them that are sanctified." 
'* This man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood." 
** We ought, therefore, to give the more earnest heed to the things which 
w€ have heard, lest at any time we let them slip." For if the intentional 
Huirderer was to be dragged from God's altar, to suffer the punishment of his 
crime ; and if the manSayer, who despised and neglected his refuge, fell a 
just sacffifice to the resentment of ** the avenger of blood," and to his own 
presumption and neglect of the merciful ordinance of God ; ** how shall we 
escape, if we neglect so great salvation ?'* ** He that despised Moses's law 
died without niercy, under two or three witnesses : of how much sorer pun- 
ishasent, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot 
the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he 
was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done' despite unto the Spirit of 
grace V* " For if we sin wilfully, after that we have received the knowledge 
^ the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful 
locking ibr of judgement, and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adver- 
saries. It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God."* ** Seek 
y« the Lord while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near. Let 
the wicked fijrsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts : and let 
him retorn onto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him, and to our God, 
for be will abundantlv pardon."f ** Behold, now is the accepted time ; behold, 
DOW is the day of salfation."| *' Return, ye backsliding children, and I will 
heal yoor backslidings ; behold we come unto thee, for thou art the Lord oer 
God. Tmly in vain is salvation looked ibr from the hills, and from the mul- 
titudtt^f megptains : Uuly in the Lord our God is the salvation of Isracl."§ 



♦Heb.x.28,»,26,t7,31. t Isai. Iv. 6, 7. }2Cor.vi.S. 4J«r.iH.«,2S. 



Digitized by 



Google 



HISTORY OF MOSES, 



IiE€TUR£ TI, 

DEUTEftONOMY l,Z. 



>jid it eame to pass in the ibrtiatb year, ia the eleventh month, on the fint d^y of thft neotb, thM 
Moses spake unto the children of Israel, ^ccordin^ unto all that the Lord had given him in 9oa\- 
mai|dqBent unto them. 

" Where is that thrift, that avarice of time, 

O glorious avarice ! thought of death inspires ?^ TouKO. 

Behold thU hoDoorable thrift, ibk glorioas avarioe, exemplified id UitC 
most amiable and excellent of mankind, Moses, the roan of God, who hti 
condescended to be so long our instructor and our guide. He is now in the last 
month of his eartjilj existence ; he is " ready to be offered up; the time of 
his departure is at hand," and an illustrious instance his last daya exbibita of 
)iow much may be done in a little time. Within the compass of that mootb, 
that little month, all the words of this book were spoken in the ears of all 
Israel, and were committed to writing. The decree, the irrefersible decree 
had gone forth, he knew that he must die ; he therefore sets himself U> re- 
deem the time, seeing his days are now few, not one of them shall be spent in 
vain. 

The tide which carried him along to the world of spirits, is hastening to 
finish our course, to add us to the number of those who were, but are «o 
more. Another month, a little month, must close our review of the life aad 
writings of Moses. A still shorter period may close our worldly career ; and 
when we part, it is to meet no more, till '* the dead, small and great, staod 
before God." Let us then seize the moments as they fly, and redeeoi our 
time. Let us drink into the spirit of Moses, and learn of him how to live, 
and how to die. 

We see here a man living cheerfully, living usefully to the last Two dif- 
ferent and indeed opposite feelings are apt to betray men into the same {Hec- 
tical error, that of mispending their time, and neglecting their opponueities 
— the confidence of living long on the one hand^^cbe near prospeat of 4eaih 
on the other. What we imagine it is in our power to do when we please* we 
are in great danger of never doing at all ; and we feel the remorse of oceasieD 
forever lost, ere we §re well awake from the drea^ of a season contiqually 
at our disposal ; and it is but too common, when thus overtaken, discoooerted 
and coi)fused, to give up our work in despair. Having ^uch to do, and the 
time being short, we sit down and lament our folly, mod do nothings Pier 
pqmption betrays us to-day, diffidence and despondency destroy us to-morjow. 

Sat m ihe last weeM of Moses's life we discover nothing of l^e iiidecept 
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faury of a man conscious of neglect, and eager to repair it. He neither rant 
nor loiters ; but walks with the steadiness and dignity of one whose strength 
ia as his day ; who has a laboar prescribed, and ability to perform it. In his 
youth we have a pattern of generosity, and public spirit, and courage, and 
greatness of mind ; in his manhood, of wisdom, of diligence, of perseve- 
rance, of fidelity ; and now in his old age, of calmness, of devotion, of supe- 
riority to the world, of heavenly mindedness. 

Observe the excellency of his spirit, at this period, a little more particular- 
ly. He set a proper value upon life. He desired its continuance, with the 
feelings naturiri to a man, he prized it as the gift of God, as the precious sea- 
son of acting for Qod, of observing and improving the ways of his provi- 
dence, of doing good to men, of preparation for eternity. He prayed for its 
prolongation, without fearing its end ; and he thereby reproves that rashness 
which exposes life to unnecessary danger, that intemperance which wastes 
and shortens, that indolence and listlessness which dissipate it ; and that vice 
and impiety which clothe death with terror. 

In Moses we have a bright example of genuine patriotism. That roost 
respectable quality appeared in him early, and shone most conspicuously at 
the last. ** When he was come to years, he refused to be called the son of 
Pharaoh's daughter : choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of 
God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season."* For Israel's sake he 
^as willing to encounter a thousand dangers, to endure a thousand hardships. 
For them he braved the wrath of a king, sacrificed his ease, consented to be 
blotted out of God's book. For them he laboured, fasted, prayed ; in their 
Berfke was his life spent, and his dying breath was poured out in pro- 
iiiooncing blessings upon them. If it went well with Israel, no matter what 
-became of himself. Their unkindness and ingratitude excited no resentment 
in his bveast. When they rebelled he was grieved, when they were threaten- 
ed he trembled, when they suffered he bled, when they were healed he re- 
joiced. O how his temper and conduct reprove that pride, which perpetually 
aims at aggrandizing itself, which must have every thing bend and yield to it 
which is ready to sacrifice thousands to its own humour or advantage; that 
selfishness which grasps all, sets every thing to sale and refuses to be 
ashamed. 

The generosity and disinterestedness of Moses eminently adorned the close 
of bis life. He was a father, and had all the feelings of that tender relation. 
It Wtts natural for him to wish and expect that his sons should be distinguished 
after his death, should be the heirs of his honour, should succeed to his author- 
ity. An ordinary man would have been disposed to employ the power which 
he possessed to build up, to enrich, to ennoble his ov^n family : but the will of 
Ood was declared. Joshua was the choice of Heaven ; Joshua, his servant, 
one of another fiiraily, another tribe. In the appointment Moses rejoices, he 
adopts Joshua as his son, as his associate ; sees him rise with complacency, 
puts his honour upon him : and thereby exposes to shame that littleness of 
soul wbieh enviously represses rising merit, that vice of age which can dis- 
eenEi nothing wise and good in the young ; that tenaciousness of power which 
WcftAd communicate no advantage with another. 

Wbat anxiety does the good man discover that Israel should act wisely, and 
go on prosperously af^er his death ! There is no end to his admonitions and 
instractions. By word, by writing, by insinuation, by authority, in the spirit 
of meekness, of love, of parental care, he cautions, he warns, he remon- 
strates* Men natttfully love to be missed, to be inquired af^er, to be longed 
for ; but it was the delight of Moses in his departing moments, that his plape 

•Hcb.X!.24,J5. 
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Wis already sopplied, that the eongregfttioo would not miflB tbek leader, that 
Joehua shoiild happily aeconapliflh what he had happily begao* Selfish mm 
/enjoy the prospea of the disorder and mischief which their departure may 
oecasioB. Moses ibresaw the rerolt of Israel afler his decease, aad A was the 
grief and bittemess of his heart. 

In Moses we ha?e an instrttctire instance of that continaance in weU-doing, 
that perse? erance unto the end, which finds a duty for eierj day, for every hour; 
which accounts nothing done so long as any thing remains to be done, which 
cheeriuliy spends and is spent for the serf tee of God, and the good of man- 
kiod. Age is ready to put in its claim, when honour is expect^^ and adTan- 
tage to be reaped ; and is as ready to plead its exemption when service is re^ 
mired, danger is to be eacounteredt and hardship imdergone. But wfails 
Moses discovers the atmost readiness to share with another &e emolument and 
the respect of his <^ce, the trouble and fatigue of it he with equal cheerfiil- 
iiess undertakes and supporto to the very last. 

In the whole of his temper and conduct, we have aa ensample which al 
once admonishes, reproves and encourages us. May we boI, aAer cooeider- 
ing the noble and exeelleot spirit he discovered through the course md at the 
cme of life, contemplate the probable state of his mind in reviswHig the paM 
and surveying the prospect before him : both affiNrding onspeakftbie oooifert, 
but neither wholly exempted from pain. 

Pleasant it must have been to reflect', 1. On his miraculous presetvatioa 
in infancy* ** To what dangers was I then exposed ! DoooMd to periih by 
the sword from ray mother's womb. Oonoeakd by feed parents for three 
months at the peril of their lifo, as well as my own. CommiHed at lei^lh le 
the merciless stream, a prey to manifbki death-«-tfae roaring tide, hungers the 
BKNisters of the river, contending which should destroy me. But I was pco> 
ctoos in the sight of God. No phtgue came nigh ne ; ne evil befel me. 
The daughter of the tyrant saved me firom the rage of the tyseot. The 
bouse of Pharaoh became my sanctuary. The mnii&eenoe of a priooees ro> 
eompensed the offices of maternal tendomess. I knew not then to wheoi I 
was indebted for protection, from what source my comforts flowed ; let age 
and consciousness acknowledge with wonder and gratitude the benefits con* 
ferred on infant helplessness and infirmity ; let my dying breath utter Us 
praise, who preserved me from perishing as soon as I began to breathe. 

3. May we not suppose the holy man of God, by an easy transilioB, pase- 
ing on to meditate on deltverance from still greater dsngev, danger tbu threal- 
eiMd his moral lifo-*-the snares of a court 1 «* Flatter^ ud caressed as tik 
sen of Pkartwk*s daogkter, brought mp in oBtke Uarnimg of the Egmsiiam% 
having all the treasures in Egyft at my command, at an age wImui tne pna* 
sions, whi^ war against the soul, are all afloatr— what risk did I mn of for- 
getting myself, of forgetting ray peq>Ie, of forgetting my Qod ! Biit -ibe 
frace of the Most High prevented me. I endured as seeing him tsAo t# imrieiUe^ 
refused to be called the son ^ PharaoVs daughter. I was not mhitnitd to 
be known for a son of Israel. I toent out to see the burdens of my faratbinnt 
I had compassion on them, and comfcNicd them ; not fearing the wrmA 4f 
o king, I smote him that did the wrougf and saved this oppMssedi I dkess 
rather to suffer qfiietion with ^ people of God, t^um to enfoy the pleasures ^ 
sin for a season, I esteemed the reproach ef €^st greaier riches thorn iie 
treasures m 'Egypt, To God I committed myself; and my vittne*. my 
religion, my honour, my inward peace were preserved/' 

3. What satisfaction must it have yielded Moses in itfviewing bis Ufo, fn 
reflect on his having been made the honoured instrument, in the faaod nf 
Providence, for eflectiog the deliverance of an oppressed people t ''I fonnd 
Israel labouring, groaning, expiring in the furnace. I beheld the tears of 
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them that were oppressed^ and they had no comforter ; and on the side of their 
oppressors there wm power , but they had no comforter. Their cry reiefaed 
famven* He who made them had mercy upon them. He was pleased to 
etioese me oot of ail the myriads of Israel, to bring them out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of bondage. He taught my stammering tongue to 
speak plainly. He said to my fearful heart. Be strong. He arirod me with 
Us potent rod ; and subjected the powers of nature to my command. The 
oppressor was crushed in his turn, aad the oppressed went out free, fiili and 
iriuoiphant. And to me, eren unto me, it was giren to conduct this great, 
dHfieuJt, dangerous, glorious emerprite; and Hearea crowned it with success." 

4. How pleasing to reiect that the Spirit of God had employed him t# 
oottimunicate so much vidnable knowledge to mankind ! *« To me was this 
grace given, to trace nature op to its source ; to ascend from son to fritber, «p 
to the general parent of the bwnan race ; to rescue from oMivion the ages bo*- 
yond the flood, and lo rescue departed worth from the darkness of the gravis* 
By me these venerable men, though dead, speak and instmct the world. By 
me the being and perfections, the «^rks and ways, the laws and designs of 
the great Supreme stand unfolded ; the plan and progress of bis providence^ 
the system of nature, the dispensation of grace. To my writings shall ages 
and generations resort for the knowledge ^ events past, and for the promises 
and predictions of greater events yet to come. The Spirit of the Lord spake 
by me, and his word was in my tongue, and the word of the Lord endmreth 
forever. 

5. What delight must it have afforded, in reviewing the past, to revive the 
memory of oommunson with God, of exalted intercourse with the Father of 
spirits f '* Blessed retirement from Uie noise of the world and the strife of 
tongues ; solitude infinitdy more delicious than all society I Wilderness of Ho* 
veb, soheol of wisdom, scene of calm and unmixed joy, in thee I learned to coow 
mnne with my own heart, forgot the sensual, unsatisfying delights of £gypt, 
observed the gisries of nature, contemplated the wonders of Providence, en- 

5* >y«d tiie visioas of the Almighty I Happy days, when I tended the flocks of 
etiiro, obeyed the dictates of inspiration, and conversed with my heavenly 
Father, as a man with iiis friend ! I saw him in flaming yet unconsumtng 
-frre, I beard his voice from the nudst of the burning bush, my feet stood upon 
holy ground. And thou, sacred summit of Sinai, where the Most High inn 
parted to me the counsels of his will ; supematurally sastained the feeble, 
mortal frame ; irradiated my tool with the communications of his love, and 
my Dountenance wi^ beams of light ; how can I forget thee, and the forty 
hallowed days passed on thee, in converse more sublime than ever before foil 
to the lot of humanity ! To thee, sacred structure, reared according to the 
pattern shewed me in the mount, to thee I look in rapturous recollection ! 
Thou wert my refbge in the hour of danger. In tbee the assurances of di« 
vine favour and support, compensated, extinguished the unkindness of man* 
How often hast thou been to me a heaven upon earth !" 

Bu t a retrospective view of life miMt have presented te Moses many ob» 
jecte painful and humiliating ; and bitter recollections must have mingled 
themeefves with the sweet. The repeated defections of a stiffineckcKl and 
gntnsayiog people, whom no kindness cenld melt, no thveateninfls deter, no 

Somise animate, no calamity anbdoe : a people who had requited the care of 
eavnn yinA reitented, unprovoked rebellicms ; and his own labours of love, 
with hatred, insnh and tagratitudew Fainful it most have been te think, that 
he had survived a whole pwple, endeared to him by every strong, by every ten* 
der tie : that he had been gradually dying for forty years together, in a condemn- 
ed, devoted race, whieb melted away before his eyes in the wilderness : that 
with his own band he had stripped Aaron, his brotheri of his pontifical gar* 



Digitized by 



Google 



40 HISTORY OF MO0£a liSCT. ifit 

mtniB, and cl<Hie4 his eyei . Paiofal to reflect on his own errors and imper-> 
fectkms — bis criminal neglect of God's co?enant, which had nearly cost him his 
life : his sinful delay and reluctance to accept the divine commission appoint- 
ing him the deliverer of Israel ; the hastiness of his spirit in defacing the work 
of God, by dashing the ubles of the law to the ground, and breaking them in 
pieces ; the impatience of bis temper, the unadvisedness of his lips, the un- 
gnardedness of his conduct, at the waters of strife, which drew down dis^ 
pleasure on his head, and irreversibly doomed it to death. This uneasy re- 
trospect would naturally lead to prospects as uneasv and distressing — The 
time of his departure i$ at hastd; the body must speedily be dissolved and the 
dust return to the earth as it was. Against his admission Canaan is fenced 
as with a wall of fire, and a distant glimpse must supply the room of posses* 
sion, and another must finish his work. Besides the natural horror of death, 
there was mingled in that bitter cup a particular sense of personal offence 
and fiitherly displeasure as inflicting it Israel too, he foresaw, would after 
(lis decease revolt more and more, and call down the judgements of Heaven, 
and forfeit the promised inheritance — and this was to him the bitterness of 
death. 

But by what brighter prospects was this gloom relieved, and the darkness of 
the valley of the shadow of death illuminated ! He saw the promise of God 
hastening to its accomplishment. The ** land flowing with milk and honey'* 
was fully in view. The time, the set time was now come ; and what powers 
of nature could prevent the purpose of Heaven from taking eflfect t ** O 
Lord, thott art faithful and true ; Do now as thou hast said,^* Lord^ now let- 
test thou th^ servant depart in peace^ according to th^ word^ for mine mfos 
have seen thy sahation. I have fought a good Jight^ I have jiniskoi mff 
course^ I have kept the faith. My master is dismissing me fixNn painful sef» 
vice ; I shall rest from my labours ; I shall receive the crown. I am passing 
from the imperfect, interrupted communion of an earthly sanctuary, to tte 
pure, exalted, uninterrupted, everlastinff communications of the heavenly 
state. I shall see Ood euheis. 1 shaU be changed into the same imago. I 
shall he ever with the Lord. I shall shine in his likeness. I shall be added, 
united to the assembly of the faithful ; to the venerable men of whom I wrote, 
to Abel the first martyr to the truth, to £noch, who walked with Ood, Is 
Noah, thepreacher of righteousness t to Abraham, who believed^ and was toB^ 
ed the frigid of Ood^ to Joseph, whose bones are now at length to rest in tht 
land of j^omise, to Aaron, my brother, by nature, by affection, In offirace, in 
hope. With the natmral eye I behold the fertile plains of an earthly OaMMUit 
but by the eye of faith I descry another country, that is an heavenfy ; watered 
with the pure river of the water of Hfe^ where grow the trees of life, whose 
Uanes are for the healing of the nations : where there is no more deaths My 
brethren, / die, bnt €hd will surely visit you. There shall come a Star out of 
Jacobs and a Sceptre shall riu out of Israel^ and unto him shaU thegathering 
of the people be. The Lord thy Ood will raise up unto thee a Prophet^ from 
the midst of thu^ of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him shaU ye hoearkem. 
In the Lord shall all the seed of Israel be justified^ and shall glory. In 
Abraham's seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed. Mortality is 
•wallowed up of life ; O death, where is thy sting 1 O grave, where ia thy 
victory 1 Thanks be to God, who giveth us the victory." 

— «• Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be like 
his." '< Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright : for the endoC tUl 
man is peace." 



Digitized by 



Google 



HISTORY OF MOSES- 



LBCTVRE Til* 

DEUTERONOMY XXXI. 1, 2, 3. 

jind Moses went and tpakje the«e wor^ unto all Israel. And be said unto them. I am an handred aHA 
twenty years old this day : I can no more eo oat and coine in : also the Lord bath said unto mj. 
Thou Shalt not go 'over this Jortton. The Lord thy God, he wiH f^o over t>ei»i^ thee, and be will 
tkstroy diesa nadcMis from before thee, and tboa sliialt possess them : and Josftuia, bb shall go ovir 
before tbee, as the Lord hath said. 

Thb last words and the laiA aetiooB of eminent men ure remembered, rd- 
Jpeated, !recorded with a mournfd pleasure. We listen with petuiiar atten- 
tion to those tips) which are to speak to ns no more t and the man, and the 
words, which we neglected, while there was a prospect of their continuing 
longer "with us, we prize, we cleave to, and wish to retain, when they aire 
«boiit to be taken awaj ^om us. Indeed we discover the value of nothing, 
tBI we ure threatened with, or feel the want of it ; and we awake to a sense 
lof the happiness which we have possessed, by the bitter reflection that it is 
gone from os fereven 

Fatewell addi'esses set ve to rotite both the speaker and the hearers* He i« 
ted lo weigh well those words which he is to have no future oMrtiinity of al- 
tering or amending. His eyes, his voice, his turn of thodght, his exptession^ 
mil will be influenced, by the solemnity of his situation ; and what he fe^ he 
will certainly communicate to others. Wherefore is not every address con- 
sidered in this Kght ; as a last, foreWell, dying speech t It may be so ia 
truth ; and if it were known to be so, would our attention be so distracted, 
our spirit so careless ; would our language be thus cold, our zeal thus lan- 
guid 1 Auend, my dear friends, and fellow mortals. This is beyond all con- 
troversy, to some cijf ns the last opportunity of the kind. The sound of this 
voice shall never again taeei all those ears in one place. It may be forever 
sileAced ; each of them may be forever closed ; and the ordinary tide of 
human affkirs must Certainly scatter, this night, persons who ore never more 
to reassemble, till that day when the whde human race shall be gathered to- 
gether in otae great multitude. 

We are come hither to ponder thy dying words, O Moses, and to gird up 
our loins, and follow thee. 

*' This whole book may be considered as a series of powerful, pathetic anti 
tender addresses^ deliver^ at diflerent times within the compass of the last 
month of his life, by Moses to Israel, in the tiear and certain prospect of dis- 
solution. Art has attempted to divide it into so many several distinct heads 
or branches, forming together a complete body of instruction, wonderfully 
adapted to the occasion, and powerfiilly enforced Upon the minds of th0 
hearers by the death of their teacher, which immediately followed^ 
Vol. V. 7 
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The first great branch is a succinct and animated historical detail of the 
conduct of the Divine Providence towards them and their fathers, during 
the la0t forty years, commencing with their departure out of Horeb, and con- 
taining an account of their successive movements and encampings. A. re- 
capitulation of the recent events of their own lives, and of what had befallen 
their immediate predecessors, was obviously calculated to excite emotioni 
suitable to their present condition. A complete generation of men had melted 
away before their eyes under the divine displeasure ! Every removal, crery 
encampment was marked by the death of multitudes, who had fallen not by 
the sword of the enemy, but were cut off by the flaming sword of divine jus- 
tice, and were not suffered to enter into the land promised to their father!, 
•* because of unbelief." 

They saw in this at once the mercy and faithfulness, the justice and sevet^ 
ity of God. Israel was still preserved, but every single offender had died the 
death. The covenant made with Abraham and his seed stood firm, though 
they were threatened with utter extermination in Egypt, and were actually 
exterminated in the wilderness. The possession of Canaan was made sure 
to that chosen race, but not one of the raurmurers at Kadeshbarnea was pep> 
mitted to survive the threatened destruction. By an example that came so 
closely home to the breast and bosom of every man, all were admonished of 
the absolute security, and infallible success of trusting in God, and of follow- 
ing the leadings of his providence ; all were warned of the guih and danger 
of disobedience and distrust. 

We see in this the reason why so great a proportion of the sacred oracles 
are delivered in the form of history. A fact makes its way directly to the 
heart, is easily remembered, and readily applied. It requires depth of aiider> 
standing and closeness of attention to comprehend a doctrine, and to draw 
the proper inferences from it : but '^ the wayfaring man, though a fool," can 
discern the meaning, and feels the force of a plain tale of truths and the re- 
collection of yesterday becomes ajesson of conduct for to-day. 

2dly. This valedictory address of Moses consists of a recapitulation of the 
laws, moral, ceremonial, political and military, which he had already delivered 
to them in the name of Crod. On this account, the division of the Pentateuch 
under consideration, has obtained the name of Mischna Tkora, translated by 
the Seventy ; Deuteronomy, that is, the second law^ or a repetition of the law. 
The men were dead who heard the voice of God speaking these tremendous 
words from Sinai. The men of the present generation were unborn, or but 
emerging from childhood, when that fiery dispensation was given : but its ob- 
ligation was eternal and unchangeable. Providence therefore directed it 
to be rehearsed aloud in the ears of the generation following, by the voice of 
a dying man, and to be by him left recorded in lasting characters, for the in- 
struction of every future age. What was local and temporary of this dispen- 
sation has passed away : what was immutable and universal, remains in all 
its force and importance ; and shall continue, though heaven and earth were 
dissolved. 

There is one law which Moses, in the prospect of death, presses with pecu- 
liar earnestness, as he knew it to be of special importance, and was but too 
well acquainted with the violent, the almost irresistible propensity of his au- 
ditory to infringe it — the law which prohibited and proscribed idolatry, that 
crime of complex enormity, against which the voice of the Eternal had utter- 
ed so many thunders, and which had brought on Israel so many grievous 
plaglues. Nothing can be more energetical than the expressions he employs 
to expose the guilt and danger of this offence against God ; nothing more 
dreadful than the judgements which he denounces against those who should 
contract it themselves, or presume to decoy others into that odious practice. 
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He Uaves them destitute of every thing like a pretext for following the na^ 
tions in this impiety and absurdity, by calling to the recollection of those who 
were witnesses of the awful scene, and urging upon the consciences of those 
who were since born, '* that there was no manner of similitude on the day 
that the Lcu'd spake unto you in Horeb, out of the midst of the fire ;"* that 
therefore to pretend to imitate what never was seen, what cannot be seen, was 
at once ridiculous folly, and daring, impious presumption. He solemnly eu- 
joiDS, that the tenderest and most respectable ties of nature be disregarded in 
the ease of those who should dare to set the example of violating the divine 
will in this respect ; that the most intimate friends and nearest relations 
should become strange and hateful, if they presumed, by precept or by prac- 
tice, to countenance this transgression. His own emphatic language will best 
express his meaaing, and shew ¥rith what oppressive weight the subject lay 
upon his heart. '* If thy brother, the son of thy mother, or thy son, or thy 
daughter, or the wife of thy bosom, or thy friend which is as thine own soul, 
entice thee secretly, saying, Let us go and serve other gods, (which thou hast 
not known, thou nor thy fathers; namely, of the gods of the people which 
are round about you, nigh unto thee, or far o6f from thee, from the one end 
of the earth even unto the other end of the earth) thou shalt not consent unto 
him, nor hearken unto him ; neither shall thine eye pity him, neither shalt 
thou spare, neither shalt thou conceal him. But thou shalt surely kill him ; 
thine hand shall be first upon him to put him to death, and afterwards the 
hand of all the people. And thou shalt stone him with stones, that he die ; 
because he hath sought to thrust thee away from the Lord thy God, which 
brought thee out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage. And all 
Israel shall hear, and fear, and shall do no more any such wickedness as this 
is, among you.*'t And again, '* If there be found among you, within any of 
thy gates which the Lord thy God giveth thee, man or woman that hath 
wrought wickedness in the sight of the Lord thy God, in transgressing his 
covenant, and hath gone and served other gods, and worshipped them, either 
the sun, or moon, or any of the host of heaven, which I have not command- 
ed ; and it be told thee, and thou hast heard of it, and inquired diligently, 
and behold, it be true, and the thing certain, that such abomination is wrought 
in Israel : then shalt thou bring forth that man, or that woman (which have 
committed that wicked thing) unto thy gates, even that man, or that woman, 
and shalt stone them with stones, till they die. At the mouth of two wit- 
nesses, or three witnesses, shall he that is worthy of death, be put to death ; 
but at the mouth of one witness he shall not be put to death. The hands of 
the witnesses shall be first upon him to put him to death, and afterward the 
hands of all the people : so thou shalt put the evil away from among you."| 

Did we not know, that " the heart is deceitful above all things, and despe- 
rately wicked :" did we not know, by fatal experience, that there is no absur- 
dity too gross for men to adopt, no impiety too daring for them to commit, we 
should be astonished to think that the enactment of such laws should ever 
have been necessary ; that having been enacted, there should be occasion to 
explain and enforce them by so many awful sanctions, and that notwithstand- 
ing, in defiance of sanctions so formidable, any should have been found boM 
enough to transgress. 

3dly. Moses labours in this, his last diseoarse, to establish the importance 
and necessity of knowing the divine law, and, for that end, of making it the 
subject of continual study and meditation. Every son of Israel must daily 
employ himself in the reading of it. The young must not plead exemption 
on account of his youth, nor the old plead the privilege of age. No dose- 

• Deat. ijv. l». tDeutiiilG— 11. | Deal. xvii. 1—7. 



Digitized by 



Google 



44 HmrfORY OP iiosfis. L«ct. v«. 



f of application to aeoular bauaess, no otgoraefls to prosecute a joarnej, 
no eminence of rank and station* no, not the state and necessary duties of 
royalty itself^ must pretend to claim a dispensation from the saperiour obliga- 
tions of the law of the Most High. '' These words," says he, *' which I 
command thee this day, shall be in thine heart And thou shalt teach thesi 
diligently unto thy childrMi, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thidid 
house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and 
when thoo risest up. And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, 
and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes. And thou shalt write them 
upon the post? of thy house, and on thy gates.'** '' And it shall be," speak* 
ing of the duty and office of the king who might hereafter be chosea to i^ign 
over God's people of Israel, " when he eitteth upon the throne of his king- 
dom, that he shall write him a copy of this law in a book, out of that which 
is before the priesu the Levites. And it shall be with him, and he shall read 
therein all the days of his life ; that be may learn to fear the Lord his God, to 
keep all the words of this law, and these statutes, to do them : that his heart 
be not lifted up above his brethren, and that he turn not aside from the com- 
mandment, to the riffht hand or to the left : to the end that be may ptokng 
his days in his kingdom ; he, and his children in the midtt of Israel."t 

Some of the Rabbins accordingly pretend, that Moses, with his own hand, 
transcribed thirteen copies of the Deuteronomy, one for each of the twelve 
tribes, and one to be laid up till the time of electing a king should arrive, to 
be given him to transcribe for his private and particular use. 

^ly. Moses displays, with singular skill and address, the motives suggested 
from their peculiar circumstauces, to make the law of God the object of their 
veneration, and the rule of their conduct ; such as, ^rs^— These laws all 
issue from the love of God as their source, and converge towards it as their 
centre. Their great aim and end is to engage us to love, with supreme affec- 
tion, a God who is supremely amiable and excellent *' And now, Israel, 
what doth the Lord thy God require of thee, but to fear the Lord thy God, U> 
walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to serve the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, to keep the commandments of the Lord, and 
his statutes which I command thee this day for thy good ? Behold, the 
heaven, and the heaven of heavens, is the Lord's thy God, the earth also, 
with all that therein is. Only the Lord had a delight in thy fathers to love 
them, and he chose their seed after them, even you above all people, as it is 
this d%y."t 

A second motive to obedience is, that the observance of the laws has a na- 
tive tendency to procure and to preserve both public and private folicity ; to 
make them respectable in the eyes of the nations, and thereby to ensure their 
tranquillity. *' Behold I have tatight you," says he, ** statutes and judge- 
ments, even as the Lord my God commanded me, that ye should do so, in the 
land whither ye go to possess it Keep therefore, and do them, for this is your 
wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the nations, which shall hear 
all these statutes, and say. Surely this great nation is a wise and understand- 
ing people. For what nation is there so great, who hath God so nigh unto 
them, as the I^rd our God is in all things that we call npon him for ? And 
what nation is there so great, that hath statutes and judgements so righteons, 
as all this law which I set before yon this day ?"§ 

Thirdly — The laws prescribed were imposed on them by a Being who had 
lavished miracles of mercy and goodness upon them and their lathers, and 
> stood engaged to be a covenant God to their posterity, to the latest genera- 
tions. '* Fo)r ask now of the days that are past, which were before the«, 
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0tnoe the day thtt Qod created num upon the earthy and ask from the one aide 
of heaven unto the other, whether there hath been any soch thing as this 
great thing is, or hath been heard like it 1 Did ever people hear the voice of 
God speaking out of the midst of the fire, as thou hast heard, and live 1 Or 
hath God assayed to go and take him a nation from the midst of another nation, 
'hy temptations, by signs, and by wonders, and by war, and by a mighty hand, 
and by a stretched-out arm, and by great terrors, according to all that the 
liord your God did for you in Egypt before your eyes ? Unto thee it was 
shewed, that thou mightest know that the Lord he is God ; there is none else 
besides him. Out of heaven he made thee to hear his voice, that he might 
instruct thee : and upon earth he shewed thee his great fire, and thou heardesi 
Ms words out of the midst of the fire."* 

In a word, the laws of God are in themselves just and reasonable, plain 
and inleJligible ; accommodated to the nature and faculties of man, and carry 
their own wisdom and utility engraven on their forehead. ** For this com- 
mandment which I command thee this day, it is not hidden from thee, neither 
is it far off. It is not in heaven, that thou shouldest say. Who shall go up 
for us to heaven, and bring it unto us, that we may hear it, and do it 1 
Neither ia it beyond the sea, that thou shouldest say, Who shall go over the 
sea for us, and bring it unto us, that we may hear it and do it ? But the 
word is very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth, and in thy heart, that thou mayest 
do it."t 

Moses, while he thus forcibly inculcates the motives of obedience, motives 
inspired and pressed by every tender, by every awful consideration, finds him- 
self under the unpleasant necessity of venting his heart in the keenest r^roach- 
es of that highly-favoured but rebellious nation, for their perverseness and in- 
gratitude; he deplores in the bitterness of his soul, the instability and transitori- 
ness of their good motions and purposes, their fatal proneness to revolt, the in- 
conceivable rapidity of their vibrations firom virtue to vice. That exquisitely 
beautiful and pathetic song with which he closes his tender expostulation, and 
which contains a striking abridgement of this whole address, consists in a 
great measure of just and severe, yet affectionate upbraid ings and remonstran- 
ces upon their past conduct '* They have corrupted themselves, their spot 
is not the spot of his children ; they are a perverse and crooked generation. 
Do ye thus requite the Lord, O foolish people and unwise 1 is not he 
thy Father that hath bought thee 1 hath he not made thee, and established 
thee r't 

Finally, this long, this instructive, this powerful farewell sermon of the man 
4>f God, contains predictions clear, pointed and strong, of the fearful judge- 
ments which should overtake that sinful people, and involve them and tt:^ir 
posterity in utter destruction. Many learned men, and not without the great- 
est appearance of reason, have supposed that the spirit of prophecy by the 
mouth of Moses has foretold the final dissolution of the Jewish government, 
and their dispersed, reproachful, despised state to this day, until the time of 
their restoration to the divine favour, and their reestablishment under the 
bond of the new and everlasting covenant, ** a covenant established on better 
promises, ordered in all things and sifre." This idea seems justified by the 
following and the similar prophetic denunciations. *^ Of the rock that begat 
thee thou art unmindful, and hast forgotten God that formed thee. And 
when the Lord saw it^ he abhorred them, because of the provoking of his 
sons, and of his daughters. And he said, I will hide my face from them, I 
will see what their end shall be : for they are a very forward generation, chil- 
dren in whom is no &ith. They have moved me to jealousy with that which 
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18 oot God ; they hare provoked me to anger with their vanities : and I will 
move them to jealousy with those which are not a people, I will provoke them 
to anger with a foolish nation. For a fire is kindled in my anger, and shall 
burn unto the lowest hell, and shall consume the earth with her increase, and 
■et on fire the foundations of the mountains. I will heap mischiefs upon 
them, I will spend mine arrows upon them. They shall be burned with bun* 
ger, and devoured with burning heat, and with bitter destruction : I will also 
send the teeth of beasts upon them, with the poison of serpents of the dust. 
The sword without, and terror within shall destroy both the young man and 
the virgin, the suckling also, with the man of grey hairs. I said I would 
scatter them into corners, I would make the remembrance of them to ceaae 
from among men.''* '* Is not this laid up in store with me and sealed up 
among my treasures 1 To me bolongeth vengeance, and recompense ; their 
foot shall slide in due time: for the day of their calamity is at hand, and the 
things that shall come upon them make haste. For the Lord shall judge bis 
people and repent himself for his servants ; when he seeth that their power is 
gone, and there is none shut up, or left. And he shall say, Where are their 
gods, their rock in whom they trusted, which did eat the fat of their sacrifices, 
and drank the wine of their drink-offerings ? Let them rise up, and help you, 
and be your protection. See now that I, even I am he, and there is no God 
with me : I kill, and 1 make alive ; I wound, and I heal : neither is there any 
that can deliver out of my hand. For I lift up my hand to heaven, and say,. 
I live forever. If I whet my glittering sword, and mine hand take hold on 
judgement ; I will render vengeance to mine enemies, and will reward them 
that hate me. I will make mine arrows drunk with blood, and my sword 
shall devour flesh ; and that with the blood of the slain, and of the captives 
from the beginning of revenges upon the enemy. "4' But the time to favour 
revolted, returning Israel shall come at length ; and together with them the 
time to irradiate and deliver ** the nations which were sitting in darkness, and 
jn the region and shadow of death ;*' and the prophetic soul of Moses hastens 
forward to conclude the sacred song, with a grand chorus of harmonious 
voices, the voices of the ransomed of the Lord from every nation, every kin* 
dred and tribe, rejoicing together in one common salvation : *' Rejoice, O ye 
nations, with his people : for he will avenge the blood of his servants, and 
will render vengeance to his adversaries, and will be merciful unto his land, 
to his people. "J 

How powerfully must all this have been impressed on the hearts of bis au- 
dience by the sight of their venerable instructer, bending under the weight 
of " an hundred and twenty years :" exhausted by labours performed in the 
public service, no longer capable of '* going out and coming in ;" excluded 
by the inflexible decree of Heaven from any part or lot in the land of promise ; 
lying under the bitter sentence of impending death ; his power and glory de- 
parting, and passing before his eyes to the hand of another ! Why are not 
impressions of this sort more lasting, and more efficient t Shall *' the 
righteous perish, and no roan lay it to heart ?" Is ** the merciful man taken 
away, and will none consider 1^ •* The righteous is taken away from the 
evil CO come." By his departure the earth is impoverished, but heaven is en- 
riched. Remove the veil, and behold him " entering into peace :" •« they 
shall rest in their beds, each one walking in his uprightness." I hear a voice 
from heaven, saying, ** Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord, 
from henceforth : yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours ; 
and their works do follow them."§ 

* Deut «xii. 18—26. t Deal. wxii. 34-^ t Deut. JOoii. 43. $ Rev. »v. 13. 
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LECTURE VIII- 

DEUTERONOMY XXXI. 7, 8. 



And Moses called unto Joshua, and said nnto him in the sig^ht of all Israel, Be siroDg^, and of a good 
ceuragp : for thou must ^ with this people uuto the la^ which the Lord hath sworn unto their 
fathers to ^ve them : and thou shall cause them to inherit it. And the Lord, he it is that dolh eo 
before thee, be wUl be with thee, he will not fail thee, neither forsake thee ; fear Dot, neither be 
dismayed. 

Is it not a presumption and a presentiment of immortality, that men nata- 
rally feel, design and act as if they were immortal ? In life we are in the 
midst of death ; but it is equally true, that in the ?ery jaws of death, we live ; 
and fondly dream of living longer. Let the fatal moment come when it will, 
it comes to break into some scheme we hoped to execute, to interrupt some 
work we had begun, to disappoint some purpose we had adopted. The warn- 
ings of dissolution which are sent to others, we seem to understand and feel 
better than those which are addressed to ourselves. One man is under sen- 
tence of condemnation, another labours under an incurable disease ; one is 
daily exposing his life to jeopardy in the high places of the field, another put- 
ting the knife of intemperance to his throat every hour : this man has com- 
pleted his seventieth year, and his neighbour has lived to see his children's 
children of the third and fourth generation. 

These are all symptoms equally mortal, but none takes the alarm to him- 
self: every one is concerned for his neighbour's case, and flatters himself his 
own is not quite so desperate. The wretch condemned to death, soothes his 
soul to rest with the hope of a pardon, and laments the certain doom of his 
consumptive acquaintance : the declining man, with his foot in the grave, 
pities and prays for the unhappy creature who must suffer on Wednesday se*n- 
night. The soldier braves the death that is before his eyes in a thousand 
dreadful forms, in the presumption of victory ; and the voluptuary thanks his 
kinder stars that he is likely to sleep in a sound skin. The man of seventy 
reckons upon fourscore ; and ten years in prospect are a kind of eternity ; 
and the grandsire amuses himself with the hope of seeing his grandchildren 
settled in the world. Thus the pleasing illusion goes on : and men are dead, 
indeed, before they had any apprehension of dying. 

The thoughtless and impious insensibility with which many advance to 
their latter end, is not more mournful and distressing, than the steadiness and 
composure of piety and habitual preparation are pleasing and instructive. 
Blessed is the state of that man to whom life is not a burden, nor death a ter- 
ror, who has •* a desire to depart and to be with Christ," but is willing «• to 
continue in the flesh," for the glory of Qod, and the good of men ; who 
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neither'quits his station and duty in life in sullen discontent, nor cleaves to thtf 
enjoyments of this world, as one who has no hope heyond the grave. 

But the cup of death, to the best of men, contains many bitter ingredients. 
Even to Moses it was far from being unmixed. To the natural horror of 
dying was superadded the sense of divine displeasure ; a sense of death as a 
particular punishment It disappointed a hope long and fondly indulged in, 
the hope of being himself, and of seeing Israel in possession of the promised 
and expected inheritance. And, what was the bitterness of death to such a 
spirit as his ? Moses died in the persuasion, and a melancholy one it was, that 
the people on whom he had bestowed so much labour, whom he had cherished 
with such tender affection, whom he was so unremittingly anxious to conduct 
to wisdom, to virtue and to happiness, would, after his death, swerve from the 
right path, provoke God to become their enemy, and thereby bring down cer- 
tain destruction upon their own heads. •* I know thy rebellion, and thy stiff* 
neck : behold, while I am yet alive with you this day, ye have been rebel- 
lious against the Lord ; and how much more after my death t Gather unto 
me all the cldors of your tribes, and your officers, that I may speak these 
words in their ears, and call heaven and earth to record against them. For I 
know that after my death ye will utterly corrupt yourselves, and turn aside 
from the way which I have commanded you : and evil will befal you in th6 
latter days ; because ye will do evil in the sight of the Lord, to provoke hiA 
to anger through the work of your hands."* 

It is pleasant to a dying father to entertain the sweet hope that the children 
of his care, of his love, will remember the lessons which he taught them, will 
follow out his views, will support the credit of his name, will instruct and 
bless the world by the example of their wisdom, their piety, their virtues^ 
though he is not to be the happy spectator of it : but ah ! more cruel than the 
pangs of dissolving nature, the dreadful conviction of approaching folly and 
disorder : the sad prospect of discord among brethren ; of profligacy and li^ 
centiousness, no longer restrained by parental gravity and authority : a feir 
inheritance, and an honourable name ready to be dissipated by profusion, to 
be covered with shame, to be disfigured by vice, to be forfeited by trea8on« 
It is sweet to a dying pastor to contemplate the success of his ministry, the 
extent of his usefulness ; to cheer his fainting heart with the thought of hav- 
ing been made the humble instrument of bringing many souls unto God, many 
sons unto glory : and with the well-grounded belief that his doctrine shall 
survive him : that though dead he shall continue to speak and to instruct 
Sweet the prospect of that day when he shall present himself, and the joyftd 
fruit of all his labours, to his Father and God, saying, ** Behold, I and the 
children whom the Lord hath given me, arc for signs, and for wonders in l9*> 
rael ; from the Lord of hosts, which dwelleth in Mount Zion.**f It was this 
which caused the great ** Author and Finisher of our faith*' himself to rejoice 
in spirit, on the very eve of his departure out of the world. '* Those that 
thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost but the son of perdition, 
that the scripture might be fulfilled."^ But O how depressing to reflect, *^ I 
have laboured in vain ; I have spent my strength for nought and in vain f*§ 
to look back upon a ministry, not the ** savour of life unto life, but of death 
unto death," and fo look forward to the dreadful progress of degeneracy and 
^ corruption, from evil to worse, till *' sin, being finished, bringeth forth death ;'' 
to look forward to the still more dreadful day of doom and to the prospect of 
appearing as an accuser and a witness against the despisers of that gospel^ 
which would have saved their souls from death. 

The faithful'servants of God are not all equally successful, and even a Mo« 
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ses has the mortification of knowing asaoredly that all his pains and anxieties 
should prove ineffectual. The tide of corruption sometimes rushes down so 
impetuously, that no force can stem it ; and Providence is often pleased to put . 
honour upon the meaner and feebler instrument, that the glory may redound 
not 't to him that willeth, nor to him that runneth, but to God, who sheweth 
mercy." But every taithful minister, like Moses, has at least this consola^** 
iioH : ** having kept nothing back, but declared the whole counsel of God* 
Ihey have delivered their own souls ;" they published the truth of God, 
** whether men would hear or whether they woold forbear ;" and if they have 
not been so happy as to persuade, they have at least put to silence wicked and 
unreasonable men ; if they have not prevailed to render them holy, they have 
at least rendered them inexcusable ; if they have been unable to subdue 
the pride of the creature, they have displayed the holiness and justice of the 
Creator. 

We find Moses taking refuge in this, when the dearer, sweeter hope was at 
an end->>the hope of being the favoured, honoured minister of life and salva- 
tion. " I am fast approaching to the end of my career ; I have already pass* 
ed the limits which God has prescribed to the life of man. Six score of years 
are fled away and gone, and these hairs, whitened by time, labour and afflic- 
tion, feelingly inform me that my last moment is at hand, that no more* time 
remains but what is barely sufficient to give you a few parting admonitionsi 
to breathe over you the blessing of a dying friend, and to bid you a long fare- 
well. After a laborious, anxious and painful ministry of more than forty 
years ; after being honoured of God to perform before your eyes, and those of 
your fathers, a series of miracles, which shall be the astonishment and in- 
struction of the whole world till time expire, I was looking for the compensa- 
tion of all my troubles, the reward of ail my labours, the accomplishment of 
all ray wishes, in your sincere return to God, in your gratitude to your friend 
and deliverer, in your fidelity and obedience to God, and in the prosperity and 
happiness which must infallibly have flowed from them. Tlie paternal solicit 
lude I have felt, that ardent love which emboldened me, at the hazard of my 
own life, *' to stand in the breach*' ** between you and a holy and jealous God» 
to turn away his wrath, lest he should destroy you ;" that fervour of zeal 
which hurried me on to wish myself blotted out of God*s book, if the dearer 
name of Israel might be permitted to continue written in it ; all my discours* 
es, all my emotions, all my efibrts; my active days, my sleepless nights; 
these unceasing sighs which I still brea^ to Heaven in your behalf, these 
last tears which a dying old man sheds over a people still and ever dear to him, 
and (torn whom to be torn asunder is the death of deaths ; these are the faith- 
ful and undoubted proofs of my aflection for you, of my unabated, inextin- 
guishable zeal for your salvation. But, alas, however earnestly I may desire 
it, I dare not, cannot hope ! I foresee your perfidiousness and rebellion ; I 
know your perverseness and ingratitude. ** While I am yet alive with you 
this day, ye have been rebellious against the Lord ; and how much more afler 
my death T'* What then is left me, but the mingled and strongly allayed 
satisfaction of reflecting that I am innocent of your blood, that your salva^ 
iion is in your own hands, that if you perish your blood must be upon your 
own heads.*' '* Gather unto me ail the elders of your tribes, and your officeri 
that I may speak these words in their ears, and call heaven and earth to 
record against them."f ** I call heaven and earth to record this day against 
you, that I have set before yon life and death, blessing and cursing : therefore 
ehooee life, that both thou and thy seed may Iive."| 

Having in terms such as these poured out the anguish of an overflowing 
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heart, Moses addresaea hiiDBelf to his last earthly eoaploymcnt. The last ex* 
ercise of his authority is to lay down all authority. The concludiog act of 
. his administiatioD, is to transfer the right of administration to another ; and 
the legislator, leader and commander empires, while the man yet lives. Imagi- 
gination can hardly paiat a more affecting scene. Hear the trumpet sounding 
the proclamation of a solemn assembly, an holy convocation. Behold the 
thousands of Israel docking together to the door of the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation ; every eye straining to catch a departing glance of him whom they 
were to behold no more ; every ear eagerly attentive to drink in the last ac- 
cents of that voice which the hand of death was about to silence forever. 
Behold the venerable sage in all the composure of unaffected piety, in all tho 
dignity of wisdom, in all the respectability of age, in all the simplicity of a 
child, in all the serenity of a celestial spirit, in all the solemnity of death, ad- 
vancing to his well-known station, presenting to the people him whom they 
were henceforward to acknowledge and obey as the ruler appointed over them 
by Heaven. His eyes beam complacency, his tongue drops manna, as he 
conveys to his noble successor the plenitude of his power, the residue of his 
honour, a double portion of his spirit. Behold he lifts up his hands and lays 
them upon the head of Joshua, with a thousand tender wishes that his burden 
might sit light upon him, that he might escape the pains he himself had en- 
dured, and attain the felicity which was denied to him ; with a thousand pa- 
ternal exhortations to follow Providence, and fear nothing ; to 4ove Israel, to 
«eek their good always : with a thousand fervent prayers for his prosperity 
and success. I see Joshua with modest reluctance shrinking back from a 
■charge, so weighty : desirous of being still a subject and a servant : accepting 
with regret honours of which Moses must be stripped ; ready to cry oat, as 
his master was takeii away from him, ** My father, my father, the chariot of 
Israel, and the horsemen thereof !"* I see on every countenance a mixture 
of sorrow and resignation, of hope clouded with remorse and concern ; they 
could now die for him, whose life they had embittered by unkindness, levity 
and ingratitude ; they reproach themselves and one another, as having oc- 
casioned the death of the wisest and best of men ; they cannot bear to think 
of surviving him.. But a voice more awful than that of man is heard; a glory 
more than human appears. ** And the Lord said unto Moses, Behold, thy 
days approach that thou must 'die : call Joshua, and present yourselves in the 
tabernacle of the congregation, that I may give him a charge. And Moses 
and Joshua went, and presented themselves in the tabernacle of the congre- 
gation. And the Lord appeared in the tabernacle in a pillar of a cloud: and 
the pillar of a cloud stood over the door of the tabernacle."t What solemn 
moments to the whole congregation, those which Moses and Joshua passed 
before the Lord, remote from the public eye ! How solemn to the partiec 
themselves ! What is a charge from the mouth of a dying man, though that 
man be a Moses, compared to a charge from the mouth of Jehovah himselC 
by whom spirits are weighed, and to whom all the dread importance of eter- 
nity stands continually revealed 1 And this God, O my friends, is daily 
sounding a charge in every ear, " Occupy till I come." " Arise ye and de- 
part, for this is not your rest.*' ** Be sober, be vigilant, for yotir adversary 
the devil goeth about as a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour." 
'^ See that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, redeeming the 
time, because the days are evil." 

This secret conference being ended, they return to the people, and Moses 
publickly delivers to the Levites, which bare the ark of the covenant of the 
Lord, a copy of the law which he had transcribed with his own hand, to be 
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kid ap io the side of the ark, as a standing witness for God against a sinful 
people ; and the business of this interesting and eventful day concludes with 
a public recital from the lips of Moses of that tender and pathetic song, which 
we have in the thirty-second chapter. This sacred song every Israelite was 
to commit to memory, to repeat frequently, and to teach it every man to his 
•on. It was composed expressly by the command of God, and under his im- 
mediate inspiration. ** Now therefore write ye this song for you, and teach 
it the children of Israel : put it in their mouths, that this song may be a wit- 
ness for me against the children of Israel. Moses therefore wrote this song 
the same day, and taught it the children of Israel. And Moses spake in the 
ears of all the congregation of Israel the words of this song until they were 
•nded."» 

And a most wonderful composition it is, whether considered as the produc- 
tion of a lively, lofly, correct imagination ; abounding with the boldest ima- 
ges, and conveying the noblest sentiments ; adding all the graces of poetry to 
all the force of truth ; as conveying the most useful and necessary moral and 
religious instruction, in a channel the most pleasing and attractive ; as the 
address of a dying man, a dying father, a dying minister, to his friends, to his 
lamily, to \he flock ; abounding with the tenderest touches of nature flowing 
immediately from the heart, and rushing with impetuous force to the lips ; as 
the awful witness of the great God against a disobedient and gainsaying race ; 
exhibiting to this hour the proof of the authenticity of that record where it 
stands, of the truth and faithfulness, of the mercy and severity of the dread 
Jehovah, and of the certainty of the things wherein, as Christians, we have 
been instructed. 

What can equal the boldness and sublimity of his exordium or introduc- 
tion ? How is the boasted eloquence of Greece and Rome lefl at an infinite 
distance behind ! What a coldness in the address of Demosthenes and Cice- 
ro, compared to the fervour and elevation of the Israelitish orator ! *• Ye men 
of Athens." " Romans." •* Conscript Fathers." If ever there was an au- 
dience that demanded respect, from numbers, from importance, from situa^ 
tion ; if ever there was a speaker prompted by duty, drawn by inclination, 
urged on by the spur of the occasion, Israel was that audience, Moses that 
speaker, on this ever-memorable day. But the ardent soul of this heaven^ 
taught orator, with thousands upon thoasands before his eyes, grasps, with a 
noble enthusiasm, an infinitely larger space than the plains of Moab, an 
audience infinitely more august than the thousands of Israel. ** Give ear, O 
ye heavens, and I will speak ; and hear, O earth, the words of my mouth." 
This was seizing the attention at once ; the solid globe, thus summoned, 
teems to give ear, the celestial spheres stand still to listen, angels hover on 
the wing to mark and record the last words of the departing prophet ; what 
mortal ear can then be inattentive, what spirit careless t How sweetly calcu- 
lated is the next sentence to compose the minds of his hearers, roused and 
alarmed by the solemnity of his first address. The thunder of heaven seem- 
ed ready to burst upon their heads, after an invocation so awful, and though 
Moses alone spake, they were ready to die ; but their fears ar« gently lulled 
to rest, the next word he utters ; he has only love in bis heart, and honey 
upon his tongue. *' My doctrine shall drop as the rain : my speech shall dis- 
til as the dew, as the small rain upon the tender herb, and as the showers 
upon the grass."f The final object of Moses being to warn, to admonish, 
and to reprove the perverse nation of whom he was taking leave, observe how 
skilfully he manages this difficult and delicate part of his task. To have 
come directly and without preparation to it, had heojx to give certain disgust 

• I>eut «xi. 19— St-ao. t D«ut. xxxii. 2. 
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and offence ; . (br he had to deal with a moody, rnormaring, irritaUe, disooD- 
tcDted race ; he therefore first fills their iniods with great images, leads them 
to the contemplation of one object surpassingly grand ; impresses it in f anons 
points of view upon their hearts and consciences, till having lost themselves 
in its grandeur and immensity, they are prepared to bear, to approve, and to 
profit by the severe personal attack that follows. ** Because I will pnUish ibr 
name of the Lord ; ascribe ye greatness unto our God. He is the rock, his 
work is perfect ; for all his ways are judgement : a God of truth, and without 
iniquity, just and right is he."* 

Having thus raised them above every mean, every selfish consideration ; 
and placed them, and made them to feel themselves in the awful presence of 
the great God, '* who is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his works," 
he descends abruptly, by a transition quick as lightning, to the censnre he had 
in view. But even then, he insinuates it, rather than charges it home : aad 
■peaks for some time as of strangers, as of persons absent ; and oonstitntes 
his auditors jndges as it were of the case of others, not their own ; and by 
employing the address of the third person, they and lAetV, leaves them for a 
moment in uncertainty whom he could mean, and when he comes at length 
to address them in the second person, and to use the terms thee and thy^ how 
delicately is the application qualified, by the introduction of every tender, 
every melting, every conciliating circumstance! ^ They have corrupted 
themselves, their spot is not the spot of his children : they are a perrerse and 
crooked generation. Do ye thus requite the Lord, O foolish people and un- 
wise 1 Is not he thy Father that hath bought thee t bath he not made thee 
and established thee ?'*t 

He then goes into a recapitulation, partly historical, partly poetic, partly al« 
legorical, at once to refresh the memory, to fire the imagination, and to ex- 
ercise the invention, of the divine conduct towards them and their fathers, 
during many venerations, that the conclusion he was about to draw might fidl 
with irresistible weight upon the minds of all ; that their base ingratitiKle and 
desperate folly might appear to themselves in a more odious light, when con- 
trasted with the wisdom, goodness and loving-kindness of the Lord. This 
occupies a considerable part of the chapter, from the seventh verse to the 
eighteenth, and a passage it is of exquisite force and beauty as I am convinced 
you will also think upon a careful perusal of it 

Constrained at last to denounce the righteous judgement of God, in order 
to approve his own fidelity, and if possible to prevent the ruin which he feared, 
be makes a display of the awful terrors of divine justice, sufficient to awaken 
the dead, and to confound the living ; and to increase its force and vehe- 
mence, Moses disappears, and God, the great God himself comes forward, 
and in the first person utters the seven thunders of his wrath ; *^ For a fire is 
kindled in my anger, and shall burn unto the lowest bell, and shaH consume 
the earth with her increase, and set on fire the foundations of the mounuins. 
The sword without and terror within shall destroy both the young man and 
the virgin, the suckling, also, with the man of grey hairs.*'| 

The prophet, as it were exhausted with this violent exertion, this formidable 
denunciation of vengeance, sinks into feeble, hopeless regret, and he reluctant^ 
ly, despairingly deplores that misery which he can neither prevent nor avert. 
" They are a nation void of counsel, neither is there any understanding in 
them. O that they were wise, that they understood this, that they would con- 
sider their latter end ! How should one chase a thousand, and two put tea 
thousand to flight, except their rock had sold them, and the Lord had shat 
them up."$ 

' *I>tiitzzzilS,4i tDsal.naui.6,ir. |Deut zxiii. 22, tf . ^ Dwt aa;iU. 29-91. 
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Finally^ a dawn of hope arises, and, wrapt into future time, the sacred bard 
hails the coming day of dehverance, and exults in the prospect of the junc- 
tion of the nation with the ancient people of God, in the participation of one 
and the same great salvation. ** Rejoice, O ye nations, with his people ; for 
be>will avenge the blood of his servants, and will render vengeance to his ad- 
versaries, and will t>e merciful unto his land and to his people.*'* 

Such is the structure, such the general outline of this inimitable piece of 
sacred poesy. If what hss been said shall induce any one to study it more 
attentively, he will probably discover beauties which have escaped us; and 
the discovery will bring its own reward. How many fathers, as they after- 
wards rehearsed the words of this song in the ears of their children, and 
taught them the knowledge of it, would recollect with a mournful pleasure, 
that they saw and heard Moses himself recite it aloud, on the very last day of 
his life ; and glory in relating how near him they stood, and in describing to 
a new generation the form of his countenance, the deportment of his person, 
the tones of his voice [ 

That very day, the warrant of death arrives. The ministry of even a 
Moses is accomplished, and Providence hastens to convince the world, that, 
depart who will, the work of heaven never can stand still. We have seen 
him hitherto engaged in active labours for Israel and for God. We shall con- 
sider him yet once more, dismissed from his service, and concluding a life of 
eminent usefulness, by a death of charity, benediction, prescience and resig- 
aatioB. May God impress on our minds a sense of our frailty, mortality and 
accountableness, that we may redeem the time, fnlfil the duties of our day 
and the design of our Creator, work out our salvation, and 30 die in peace, 
die in hope, whenever it shall please Him to call us away to the world of 
spirits* Ameo. 
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liECTURE IX. 

DEUTERONOMY XXXI. 1. 

And this is the blessing wherewith Moses the man of God blessed the children of Israel before bis' 

death. 

Sbneca, the celebrated Roman moralist, was preceptor to the EmperoK 
Nero, and bad early and studiously trained bim to virtue. But falling undei 
the displeasure of that sanguinary tyrant, he was condemned to lose his lifer 
by being blooded to death. The day of execution being arrived, he prepared 
to meet his fate with intrepidity, and to die as be bad lived, in communicating 
useful knowledge. His pupils gathered round him, eager to mark his dying 
deportment, and provided with their writing tables, to record and preserve his 
last sayings. He was put into the warm bath, the arteries of his legs and 
arms were opened, and the purple fluid which sustains life, gradually drained 
off, while his sorrowing, admiring disciples caught the words as they fell from^ 
his parched lips. 

But a greater than Seneca is here. We are this night gathered round a. 
dying Moses, to listen to the last accents of that tongue which, once ex-^ 
cepted, spake as never man spake. We behold him neither impetuously: 
rushing forwards into the mortal conflict, nor timidly shrinking from it ; but 
advancing with a steady, majestic step to meet the king of terrors. The in- 
terests of the God of Israel, and of the Israel of God, had employed hit 
thoughts all his life long ; and, blended in one, they glow in and expand his 
heart to his latest moment He was speedily to cease from every earthly care, 
to cease from serving Israel any longer, to be occupied with God only ; but 
even in death he is contriving the means of doing good to that dearly beloved, 
that fondly cherished people. As if his heart had relented at the harshness 
of some of the expressions which fidelity and a sense of duty had extorted 
from him ; like one unwilling to part with them under any semblance of un- 
kindness or displeasure, he again assumes the tender father, tunes his tongue 
to the law of kindness, buries all resentment of the past, and every thing un- 
pleasant, in the prospects of futurity, in the gentleness and benevolence of 
friends who were separating to meet no more. 

The soul that is at peace with God desires to be at peace with all men ; 
and it is meet that dying breath be sweetened with mercy, forgiveness and 
love. Slowly and solemnly as Moses advanced to meet his latter end, would 
we accompany his steps in his last progress thcough the beloved tents of 
Israel, and in his ascent to the hill, from whence he never should return. 
With a heart like his> overflowing with charity to the whole -church of God, 
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and filled with sentiments of peculiar afiection towards you, we behold the 
approach of that hour which is to disperse us, perhaps too forever. With a 
blessing on our lips, like him, and O that his God and ours may make it ef> 
fectual, we are hastening to bid you farewell. 

The words which I have read are the beginning of the 54th and last pa- 
rashoy or great section of the law, into which the whole books of Moses were 
subdivided, for the conveniency of publickly reading them, in conjunction 
with the prophets, every sabbath day : a custom which prevailed in the Jewish 
church, down to the times of our Saviour and his apostles, as we learn from 
several passages of the gospel history. Thus Christ himself, ** when he came 
to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, as his custom was, went into the 
synagogue, on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read. And there was de- 
livered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias. And when he had opened 
Xhe book, he found the place where it was written. The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor : he 
liath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives 
and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised : 
to preach the acceptable year of the Lord. And ho closed the book, and he 
gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them that 
were in the synagogue were fastened on him. And he began to say unto 
them, this day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears."* Thus James, in de- 
termining the question in the synod of Jerusalem, concerning the necessity of 
circumcision, says, ** Moses of old time hath in every city them that preach 
ium, being read in the synagogues every sabbath day."t And Paul and fiar- 
Aabas, when they came to Antioch, in Pisidia, went into the synagogue on the 
JMibbath day, and sat down. And after the reading of the law and the prophets, 
the rulers of the synagogue sent unto them, saying, Ye men and brethren, if 
ye ha?e any word of exhortation for the people, say on."| 

The first section begins with the opening of the book of Genesis, and goes 
'Up to the ninth verse of the sixth chapter, and is called Bereskit^ the first 
word in the Hebrew bible. The second begins at these words in the sixth 
chapter, '' These are the generations of Noah :'* and is thence called Noakf 
*and ends at the beginning of chapter twelfth, which sets out with the call of 
Abraham, and is therefore styled the section Lee Leca, i. e. ** Get thee out," 
and so of the rest. To bring the whole fifty-four divisions within the com- 
pass of the year, they joined two of the ^ortest into one reading. Thus the 
whole constitution, both as to civil and sacred things, was publickly rehears- 
ed once every year ; so that it was impossible for any decent Israelite to be 
grossly ignorant of either the laws, the history, or the religion of his country. 

The first pnblick lecture was on the sabbath that followed the feast of taber- 
nacles, and went on till the anniversary of that feast returned. I have men- 
tioned these circumstances for several reasons. I am not ill pleased to have 
so respectable an example for attempting u mode of instruction which reason 
and experience convince us to be at once the most pleasant and the most use- 
ful. I honour human learning, I admire great talents, I am enchanted with 
eloquence ; but I am persuaded, if srujtng knowledge be communicated, it is 
by the quick and powerful energy of God's word coming, not with the allurei 
ments of man's wisdom, ** but in demonstration of the Spirit, and of power." 
This leads us to express a wonder why the reading of the scriptures by large 
portions at a time is not universally practised in christian congregations. 
Purely there must be a better reason for neglecting it, than that it is enjoined 
by the canons of the church, and is in general practice in the establishment. 
The last reason I have at present to render for this digression, if it be thought 

« LaU iv. li>^n. t Aou xv. U; t AcU ju$. 14, li. 
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one, is its affording me an opportonitj of earnestly feeommending to mastors 
and mistresses of fkiniKes, the regular and progressive use of the soripMnBe^ 
within the prechiots of their prirate households, for the instruotion of ilieit 
children and serranls. I am weH aware that from a difildence and botnility 
not too severely to be blamed, some younger heads of fannlfes are templed to 
neglect family worship altogether, because some parts of it they cannot, dart 
not undertake ; that for example, of addressing God in prayei*, as the reoutll 
of their domestic little church. Let them begin with reading aloud the wor^l 
of God : for this surely they have courage sufficient. They will be brought 
to pray insensibly, they will soon cease to be ashamed of that which is tl^hr 
highest honour and most glorious privilege. We now return. 

The idea I have formed to myself of ** this blessing, wherewith Moses tko 
man of God blessed the children of Israel before his death,*** how justly I 
presume not to say, is this : Moses, having received his final summons M 
prepare for death, feels himself prompted at once by affection and the spirit 
of prophecy, to take a particular leave of every tribe, to bestow a several ben- 
ediction on every one by name, and to prepare them one by one for the con* 
quest of their inheritance, by giving them prophetically a general notion of 
their future condition, as constituent parts of the commonwealth of Israel, 
and of the particular lot to be assigned to each, with its corresponding advan- 
tages and pursuits. For this purpose I suppose him making a solemif pro- 
gress through the whole host, going, from tribe to tribe, from tent to tent, and 
pouring out his soul, as a dying parent, in blessings upon hisoApring, accord- 
ing to their different characters and conditions. O how unlike these visits of 
selfishness, pride, ambition and strife, which the candidates for fame, place 
and power, are from time to time, making through a corrupted land ! Let ira 
attend his progress, and mark what he says. 

We find Moses still beginning, proceeding, concfuding with God. He sets 
out on this last awful circuit, with a mind full of the glorious majesty of the 
great J"hovah. He calls to his own remembrance, and impresses the iniage 
of it on the sotiIs of the whole people, that great and dreadful day *' when the 
Lord came from Sinai, and rose up from Seir, unto them ; he shioed forth 
from mount Paran, and he came with ten thousands of saints : lirom his right 
hand went a fiery law for lhem."f The particular mention of Seir and Paran 
in this exordium, has given birth to a poor conceit in the Jerusalem Targooi, 
to this purpose, ** that God first offered his law, and the protection which it 
afforded, to the Tdumeans, the inhabitants of Mount Seir, and the posterity of 
Esau, but that they rejected it, because it contained this precept, '* Thou 
shalt not kill." That aflerwards it was tendered to the IshmaeHtes, or inhab^ 
itants of Mount Paran, who rejected it, because it said, " Thou sbait not 
steal" That then it was proposed to the posterity of Jaeob^ who innnediateiy 
Toplied, ** All that the Lortl hath commanded will we do, and be obedieou" 
Without having recourse to a construction iso unsupported, forced and un- 
natural, the words of Moses, at the first glance, convey to us an image incon- 
ceivably grand and sublime, but at the same time simple, natural and obviovM. 
Israel was encamped in the plains of Moab, with Jordan and the fertile Mda 
of Canaan directly in view : the prospect on the south terminated by the lofty 
mountains of Teman or Seir ; and on the north by Mount Paran, while Sinai 
raised its awful head, and buried it in the clouds of heaven fVom behind. 
Moses accordingly represents, in the bold imagery of oriental poetry, the 
glory of the Lord arisiuj^ like the stm in the east, fVom behind the top of 
Sinai, and instantly dartmg his light from bill to hill, and increasing in histie 
till the whole expanse of leaven is filled with it. The prophet Habakkuk 

• Deut. xzxiii. 1. ' t Deat. sgoiti. I. 
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bM •videDdy oaoght the etme celeitial fircy is filled with the same afiimatiog 
ebjeotf when he exclaims, '* God came from Temao, and the Holy One from 
Mount Paran, Selah. His glory covered the heavens, and the earth was full 
of hia praise. And his hrightoesa was as the light, ho had horns coming out 
of hi» hand, and there was the hiding of his power. Before him went the 
pestilence, and horning coals went ibrth at his feet He stood and measured 
the earth : he beheld, and drove asonder the nations, and the everlasting 
mountains were scattered, the perpetual hills did bow : his ways are everlast- 
ing."* 

But what are mountains and hills, and their inhabitants t Moses repre* 
sents the great Qod as arising in unclouded majesty amidst ten thousand of 
his holy ones* ** Angels, his ministers, that excel in strength," the least of 
whom ** could wield these elements." His red right hand is extended, pre* 
senting to the astonished beholder a law, a fiery law, a fire that purifies, a fire 
that coosumes. But the terror of this dreadful appearance is instantly lost^ 
in a display of the grace' and mercy which prompted this splendid visit. 
** Yea, he loved the people ; all his saints are in thy hand : and they sat down 
at thy feet ; every one shall receive of thy words."f Here we behold the 
legislator lost in the firiend, and, instead of distractedly, despairingly calling 
upon " the mountains io fall upon us, and the hills to cover us," we sit down 
in tranquillity at the feet of our gracious teacher, and every one finr himself 
listens to the language of love* 

Moses first approaches the tents of the tribe of Reuben, and having intro* 
duced himself by these solemn, striking words, he proceeds to his particular 
salutation of that tribe. ** Let Reuben live, and not die ; and let not his 
men be few."| Concerning the head of that tribe, bis dying father had 
prophetically denounced, *' Unstable as water, thou shalt not excel ;" but the 
blessing of Moses seems to wipe the blot out of the scutcheon, and Reuben 
seems restored to his rank in Israel again. Reuben alone of the sons of 
Jacob pitied Joseph in his distress, and contrived the means of restoring him 
to his father again. This redeems him and his family from infamy and de- 
struction, and we are disposed to drown the memory of his lewdness, in re- 
qpect for his tenderness and humanity. 

Who stands next on the roll of Jacob's sons? To whom is the second 
salutation due 1 Sim^n. But ah ! we see the curse of a dying fiitber upon 
him ; we see Moses passing by his door without bidding him God speed ; we 
see the blood of the Shechemites, the innocent, credulous Shechemites, lying 
with an oppressive weight upon his seed ; we see a tribe of fifiy-nine thousand 
three hundred in the wilderness of Sinai, melted down and reduced to twen- 
ty-two thousand two hundred in the plains of Moab ; we see no judge or 
magistrate in future times springing from his loins; we see him ** divided 
in Jacob, and scattered in Israel," and in all this we see the vengeance of a 
righteous God pursuing a cool and deliberate murderer to utter ruin, and we 
think of the more dreadful weight of that blood which a hardhearted race 
imprecated upon themselves and their children ; and which the shame and 
Bufierings of one thousand eight hundred years have not yet expiated. What 
must the sons of Simeon have felt when their dying leader passed them by, 
without vouchsafing them a word ; to find themselves alone unblessed of all 
the children of their father's house ! Speak to me, O merciful Father, in 
whatever language thou wilt : chide, upbraid, chastise me ; but O pass 
me not by in silent neglect : cease not to reprove me: say not, *' Let him 
alone." 

The dying prophet passes next to the standard of the tribe of Judab. 

« Habak. Ui. 9-^« t4>Ma. turn. 3. t D«w «»tii. 0. 
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Ja^b» dastined to empire, increase aod strengib, Jodah, the bihex of muty 
priocea. The root and ofispring of David. '< And thii ia the blesaiag of 
Judah : aod he said, Hear, Lord, the voice of Judab ; and bring him onto 
his peoples let his hands be sufficient for him, aod be thoo an help to bin 
from his enemies."* These words of Moses send os again to the dying bed 
of Jacob, and we find both patriarchs holding the same idea concerning this 
prerogative tribe, strength invincible, triumph over every foe, supreme author- 
ity ; and we find ourselves led still farther back, to iiCah, bis mother, in child- 
birth, bestowing on this her foorth son a name expressive of her personal ex» 
ultation and triumph ; ** Judah, praise the Lord," and tbence to the infinileiy 
glorious design of Providence, which has swallowed up the transient, private 
ieeliog of the individual, in the great and comprehensive view of general 
eompassion and favour, and the source of universal gratitude and praise ; and» 
borne on the wings of inspiration, we rise, with the beloved disciple in vision, 
to contemplate the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David, prevailing 
to open the sealed book, in the right hand of Him that sits on the throne, 
md loosing the seven seals thereof. ^ And I beheld, and lo, in the midst of 
the throne, and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a 
Lamb, as it had been slain, having seven horns, and seven oyes^ which are the 
seven spirits of God, sent forth into all the earth." ** And he came and took 
the book out of the right hand of him that sat upon the throne. And when 
be had taken the book, the four beasts and the four and twenty elders fell 
down before the Lamb, having every one of them harps, and golden vials full 
of odours, which are the prayers of saints. And they sung a new song, say- 
ing, Thou art worthy to take 4he book, and to open theseak thereof: for tboa 
wast slain, aod hast redeemed us to God by thy blood, out of every kincbed, 
and tongue, and people, and nation ; and hast made us unto our God, kings 
and priests : and we shall reign on the earth."t 

Thus we behold all that is great and magnificent among meot bringing its 
glory and honour, and laying it at the feet of Jeans ; and all that is paai and 
present lost in the immensity and importance of that which is lo come. 

lie now approaches the priestly tribe of Levi, bis kinsmen and friends ae* 
cording to the flesh, and copiously bestows his valedictory benedictien upon 
them, in theso remarkable words, ** Let thy Thunmim and thy Urim be with 
tky holy one, whom thou didet prove at Massah, and with whom thou didst 
strive at the waters of Meribah : who said unto his father, and to his motho', 
i have not seen him, neither* did he acknowledge his brethren, nor knew his 
own children : for they have observed thy word and kept thy covenant They 
shall teach Jacob thy judgements, and Israel thy law : sliall put incense be- 
fore thee, and whole burnt sacn&oe upon thine altar. Bless, Lord, his 
Bobstance, and accept the work of his hands: smite through the loins 
df them that rise against him, and of them that hate him, that they rise not 

•gain."J 

Levi had been a partaker with Simeon, in bedding the bkx>d of tlic 
Sihechemites, and had fallen under the same condemnation ; but their spirit 
and zeal in expiating the guilt of the golden calf by the blood of its idolatrous 
worshippers, has removed the stain, and restored their own blood again, and 
the dreadful sentence, ** I will divide them in Jacob, and scatter them in 
Israel," as far as it affects them, is from a curse turned into a blessing. They 
are divided in Jacob, and scattci^ed in Israel, but it is honourably to them<* 
selves, and usefully to others : as the priests of the Lord, aud the inatructers 
of the people. Why may we not suppose Eleazer the high priest, arrayed in 
his sicerdotal vestments, standing at the head of his tribo to receive the salu- 

♦ Dewt. xxxiii. 7. f Rev. v. 7—10, t Deut. xxaiii. 8—11. 
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tation of Moses, and that the appearance of this sacred officer in the apleii« 
dour of his pontifical garb, might suggest to Moses some of the particulars 
coDUined in this blessing, especial! j Uie beginning of it 1 «*' Let thy Tbum- 
mim and tby Urim be with thy holy one." ** Thy Thnmmim and thy Uriro," 
that is, being interpreted, ** thy perfections and thy lights.'* They were mys* 
teries, of which we have spoken in a former Lecture, put into the high 
priest's breastplate, and were designed apparently to signify the graces 
and office of the priesthood, which was committed to Aaron and his seed, 
till Christ came, who should obtain and exercise an everlasting and un- 
changeable priesthood, after a more excellent order than that of Aaron. 

According to the different ideas of the mystery of the Urim and Thummim, 
and the connexion here established between them, and the temptation at Mas* 
sab} and the strife at Meribab, various turns and interpretations have beea 
given to the words of Moses. 

L They are supposed to be addressed to God himself, and the sense to run 
thus, *< Thy Thummim and thy Urim" (O God) be with the man, thy grar 
eioos saint, (Aaron and his seed) whom thou teroptedst with temptation, or 
contendedst with (for his sin^ at the waters of Meribah, of which we have the 
history. Numb. xx. *' And the Lord spake nnto Moses and Aaron, Bei- 
cause ye believed me not, to sanctify me in the eyes of the children of Israel ; 
thersfore ye shall liot bring this congregation into the land which I have given 
them. This is the water of Meribah, because the children of Israel strove 
with the Lord : and he was sanctified in them."* 

Or, 2dly, they may be addressed to the whole tribe, and with this sensQ^ 
Thy Thumnmn and thy Urim (O Levi) be with Aaron and his sons ! the 
holy, chosen, anointed one of thy gracious God, whom thou, in common with 
the rest of Israel, temptedst in Massah and in the stife at Meribah. 

Or, 3dly, undersunding by the '* holy one," the Christ of God, this will be 
the sense. Thy Thummim and thy Urim (O Levi) is with (or belongs to) the 
man tby Holy One, (Messiah, the Christ) the Holy One of God, whom thou 
temptedst at Massah^ &nd didst strive with at Meribah. In this last interpre- 
tation, the weakness, insufficiency, imperfection and transitoriness of the 
Leviticai priesthood are implied : it retained not long the Urim and Thunn 
mim, but lost them m the Babylonish captivity, as we find from Ezra, chap. 
it. ver. 6a <« And the Tirshatha said unto them. That they should not eat 
of the most holy things till there stood up a priest with Urim and with Tbum- 
num." And it does not appear they ever had them more, until by Jesus 
Christ, oor High Priest after the order of Aaron, they were restored in the 
*' light and truth" of the gospel. 

The blessing upon Levi thus proceeds ; '* Who said unto his father, and to 
his mother, I have not seen him, neither did he acknowledge his brethren, 
nor knew his own chtldreB : for they have observed thy word, and kept thy 
covenant."t This is generally understood to express the devotedness of that 
tribe to the worship zmA service of God, which laid them under a necessity of 
abstractedness from the world, and constrained them, when employed in the 
order of their course, to suppress aU appearance of secular concern, such ae 
mowrning for the dea«l and the like» Thus when '* Nadab and Abihu perish- 
ed bj fire before the Lord," Aaron and his two surviving sons were expressly 
ibrbid to shew any signs of sorrow. *' Uncover not your heads, neither rend 
yonr clothes, lest ye die." ** And Aaron held his peace." The words are 
by many interpreters supposed particularly to refer to the judgement executed 
through the*zeal of this tribe on their oiending brethren in the matter of the 
golden cal^ which is thus described : *^ And Moses stood in the gate of the 
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etmp, and said, Who is on the Lord's side t let him come unto roe. And 
all the SODS of Le?i gathered themselves together unto him. And he said 
unto them, Thus saith the Lord Qod of Israel, pot every man his sword by 
his side, and go in and out from gate to gate throughout the camp, and sligr 
erery man his brother, and every man his companion, and every man his 
neighbour. And the children of Levi did accordkig to the word of Moeee: 
mnd there fell of the people that day about three thousand men. For Moeee 
had said, Consecrate yourselves to-day to the Lord, even every man npon his 
son, and upon his brother ; that he may bestow upon you a blessing this 
day."* And it may perhaps be intended as a warning to the christian priest- 
hood, that though their profession does not call them wholly to renounce the 
world, to restrain the workings of natural i^ection, and cease to be men ; 
yet it does call therh to a higher degree of heavenly-nrindedness, to stricter 
sell^government, to a greater superiority to worldly attachments and pnrsoils, 
to have no respect of persons in dispensing the bread of life, to *' know no 
man after the flesh," to sit looser than others to the things of time. 

The neit article of their prophet's parting blessing describes their glorioos 
privileges. ^' They shall teach Jacob thy judgemenu, and Israel thy law: 
they shall ont incense before thee, and whole burnt-sacrifice upon thine altars" 
The priest^s lips should keep knowledge. 

This then is the first duty of their office ; to ** teach Jacob the jodgeraents 
of God, and Israel his law," Theirs was to be the distinguished bonoor of 
training up every succeeding generation as it arose, in the knowledge of the 
God of their lathers, in what he had done ibr them, and what he reqoired of 
them ; of pointing out and inculcating upon them the connexion between 
their privileges and their duties, their safety and their obedienoe, dieir se- 
curity and their fidelity. They were still to set before the people ^ good and 
evil, the blessing and the curse," the promises which allured to the one, the 
threatenings which deterred firom the other. They were under the neoessity, 
of consequence, of studying the law of .God, and the history of hisproridence 
themselves, in order to the instruction of others ; and to exhibit a deoent 
conformity, in their own deportment, to what was written, as a pattern to 
their fellow citizens. A task at once painful, dangerous and honourable. 

The second duty of their station was, '' to put incense before God." That 
sacred perfume was emblematical of the prayers, the praises and thanksgiving 
of Israel ; and on Levi was conferred the glorious pnvilege of standing be- 
tween God and the people, of conveying from him to them the dictates of his 
will, the promises of his grace, the assurance of his favour and protection ; 
and, as the mouth of the people, to reconvey to God the effusions of their 
gratitude, the acknowledgement of their submission and dependence ; their 
entire confidence in the truth and faithfulness of God, their entire hope in 
bis mercy. These the sons of Levi were to present before the Lord as in- 
cense ; and with this sacrifice of praise firom the people, the incense of their 
own grateful acknowledgements would naturally mingle and ascend. 

Finally, the blessing pronounced on this distinguished tribe, imposed on 
them the office of offering up *^ whole burnt sacrifice upon the altar of God." 
They not only stood between a gracious God and an indebted people ; bat a 
holy and offended God, and a firail, offending people. Hence the necessity of 
** burnt sacrifice," hence the idea of atonement, hence the shedding of Mood 
for the remission of sin, hence the institution of the Levitical priesthood— 
^* the shadow of good things to come." And thus the daily sacrifice, the in- 
tercession of the house of Aaron, and the united characters of teacher and 
priest in the same person, prefigured and pointed out *^ the Lamb of Qoi» 

fExod.zxxii.86— 99. 



Digitized by 



Google 



LtLCT MX. HISTORY OF MOSEfi. W 

wlio taketfa away the sio of the world." — " The one Mentor between God 
aad loaQy the Man Christ Jetue.'* The great Teacher sent from God, 
** who apake as never man spake." ** God's beloved Son, in whom he is well 
pleased." i 

The conclnsion of the benediction is prophetic, and des^iptive of their re- 
ward, their inheritance, aad security. *' Bless, Lord, his substance, and ao- 
eept the work of his hands : smite through the loins of them that rise against 
him, and of them (hat hate him, that they rise not again."* This is the per- 
leotieo of creature happiness ; ample provision, and the blessing of the 
Almighty poured down, and resting upon it — works and labours of love cheer- 
felly performed, and graciously accepted— every foe subdued, and every 
ground of fear forever removed. Here may we not apply to this tribe in par- 
ticular, what Moses, in the close, applies to Israel in general 1 ** Happy art 
tkou, O Levi •* who is like unto thee, O people saved by the Lord, the shield 
of thy help, and who is the sword of thy excellency ! and thine enemies shall 
be found liars unto thee, and thou shalt tre^ upon their high place8."t 

Such were the functions, the privileges, the honours and the emoluments 
of the the Levitical priesthood. They suggest to the christian ministry, the 
▼igilance, diligence, fidelity and zeal which become those *^ who must give 
account" — the necessity laid upon them '* to declare the whole counsel of 
God" — the assured support on which they may depend, while they con- 
scientiously aim at doing their duty — the glorious ** recompense of reward," 
which is laid up for ** the good and faithful servant," in that day ^* when they 
that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament ; and they that 
turn many to righteousness, as the stars forever and ever."| May the power 
of such motives be felt and understood by all who bear the sacred and impor- 
tant <^ce, that by them they may be rendered '* steadfast, unmoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as they knpw that their labour 
ia not in vain in the Lord." 

The farther progress of Moses through the remaining tribes of Israel shall 
))e the subject of the next Lecture. 
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liECTURE X. 

DEUTERONOMY XXXI. 1. 
And this ifftlie W«Miiig wlMrewidi Hom fht mas of God btesed the childrai of larattl befoe kii 



Thb rich man in hell is represented* as entertaining the fond belief, that 
the return of one from the dead wotild certainly be ef^ctual, to the conrie- 
tion and amendment of a thoughtless and impenitent generation. And men 
in general are disposed to ascribe an infallible efficacy to means fabricated 
in their own imagination, while, at the same time, they wilfally neglect to use 
those which God has appointed, whose operation is undoubted, and of which 
they are in the entire possession. The man of one talent lays it up in a nap- 
kin and buries it, because he cannot, with one, de the work of five or of ten. 
One man is an infidel, because the miraculous powers which once accom- 
panied the preaching of the gospel, accompany it no more ; another afiects to 
despise all external evidence whatever, and looks at Christianity with a sa9- 
picious eye, because it called in miracles and prophecy to confirm and sap- 
port iu The Jews rejected the counsel of God against themselves, saying, 
" He casteth out devils, by Beelzebub the prince of the dcvils."t The 
Greeks accounted the doctrine of the cross foolishness, because it belied their 
vain philosophy, and exposed their worldly spirit. 

Were it possible for the human race to assemble in one general council, in 
order to settle a mode of religion which should suit the whole, they would 
speedily be constrained to separate, without coming to any specific, decisive 
agreement on a point so essential : for pride, and selfishness, and the spirit of 
contradiction, would instantly raise opposition, and the most salutary idea 
would be rejected by one party, for no better reason than that it was adopted 
by another. Were the rich man to come from the dead, commissioned " to 
tell the secrets of his prison-house ; were Lazarus permitted to leave the 
bosom of Abraham, in order to display to men the glories of paradise ; what 
could they say, that has not been repeated a thousand and a thousand times t 
The one would be esteemed by a busy, careless, unbelieving world, a poor, 
moping, melancholy wretch, fit for a place in Bedlam ; the other would be 
called an enthusiastic visionary ; and they might, for ought the world cared, 
return to the places from whence they came, and report that mankind was 
better employed than to listen to their dreams ; that it was election time ; 
that the term was coming on, that a packet was expected, or a fleet arrived. 

Men amuse themselves with crying up the advantages of those who saw 
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Christ going about doing good« '* healing all manner of sickness among the 
people ;*' of thoae who heard Paul preach, and the like ; but the faithful and 
true witness assures us, that Jesus frequently wrought miracles^ and Paul 

(^reached in vain. Capernaum, Bethsaida, Jerusalem, remained full of unbe- 
ievers ; and apostdic eloquence was called babbling by one, it made another 
to shake under a temp<»'ary fit of trembling, and only '* almost persuaded" a 
third to be a christian. 

The decision of father Abraham then, in tlie passage already referred to, 
is founded in truth and experi^ee. '' If they hear not Moses and the 
prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rose from the dead."*^ 
Moses spake from the brink of the grave, and was forgotten the moment his 
voice ceased. God himself thundered from Sinai, '* Thou shalt not make 
unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heavea 
above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that b in the water under the earth. 
Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them : for I the Lord thy 
God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children 
unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me :"t and within "a little 
month" we see all Israel dancing round a golden calf^ and saying, " These 
be thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of £gypt."| 
The Son of Man can^e down from heaven, disclosed the secrets of the eter- 
nal mind ; descended into the grave, and returned to the earth and shewed 
himself openly. But did infidelity stop her mouth 1 No. ** Some of the 
watch came into the city, and shewed unto the chief priests all the things 
thai were done. And when they were assembled with the elders, and had 
taken counsel, they gave large money unto the soldiers, saying. Say ye bis 
disciples came by night, and stole him away while we slept. And if this 
come to the governor's ears, we will persuade him, and secure you. So they 
took the money, and did as they were taught : and this saying is commonly 
reported among the Jews until this day."§ 

The circumstances in which Moses took his last long farewell of his be« 
loved charge, were such, one would think, as to leave a lasting, an indelible 
impression on the minds of his hearers ; but the sequel shews us, that the 
impressions of gratitude, sympathy, sorrow and regret, are ** as thu morning 
cloud and the early dew, which passeth away.*' 

— Having finished his course, and the time of his departure drawing nigh, 
we behold the man of God making his final progress through the camp of 
Israel ; going from tribe to tribe, from standard to standard, saluting every one 
by his name, and pronouncing over him the cordial benediction of a dying 
friend. We have accompanied him from Reuben to Judah, and from Judah 
to Levi, and heard bis dying breath confirm the promise of royal dignity to 
the one, and entail the sacred dignity of the priesthood upon the other. They 
have heard his last adieu. Their eyes shall behold him no more. He has now 
arrived at the encampment of Benjamin. Benjamin, the son of his mother's 
sorrow, the son of his father's right hand ; the last of Israel in the course of 
nature, not the least in the affection of his sole surviving parent, nor in im- 
portance as one of the heads of the holy commonwealth. Benjamin, destined 
of Providence to support the throne of David, when shaken by the revolt of 
ten tribes. And what is the blessing of Benjamin 1 '* Of Benjamin he said. 
The beloved of the Lord shall dwellin safety by him : and the Lord shall 
cover him all the day long, and he shall dwell between hb shoulders."|| 

The course in which Moses proceeded in pronouncing the blessing, is sup- 
posed by some to be prophetically governed, according to the geographical 
description of Canaan, and the order and course in which each portion was 
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tllottad to erery seTeral tribe. BeDJamin, therefore, is addressed before his 
elder brother Jo6e|»h, becmme Uie lot of his iDheritance was to Ue between 
the lots of Jodi^ and Joseph, and to border upon each, and this, by eonsolt- 
lug the book of Joshua, zfiii. 11, you will find was the case. And we shall 
a&rwards find many circnmstances concnrring to give a distinction and a 
consequence to Benjamin, among the tribes of Israel. Jebns, that is 
Jerusalem, fell to them. Of course, the seat of empire and of rdigion« in 
process of time, was fixed in the midst of them. ' Imperial Judah admintstei^ 
ed the aflSurs of government in a city belonging to another tribe, and froni 
the day that the temple was built, not only the priests the sons of Levi wera 
called to minister in the order of their course, within t^ confines of their 
brother Benjamin ; but all the males of all the tribes were obliged to appear 
before the Lord in the same place, at the three great stated festivals every 
year, besides the innumerable occasional vbits made to the metropolis of the 
wltole country, as to the centre of civil government and of religious worship. 

On comparing the arrangement of the precious stones in the breastplate 
(^ the high priest, with that of the same number and quality of gems which 
are represented as constituting the foundation of the new Jerusalem, we find 
the jasper standing last, with the name of Benjamin engraved upon it, in the 
breastplate ; but the first in the foundation of the hdycity, which is the type 
of the christian church. 

With the aid of Benjamin alone, Judah was enabled to support an inde« 
pendent sovereignty, which considerably outlasted the kingdom of the ten 
tribes. This, and various other circumstances, in the future history and con* 
dttion of this tribe, explain the blessing of Moses, which describes him as 
** the beloved of the Lord,'' tenderly watched over and protected of Jehovah 
as the progenitor of this tribe according to the fiesh wns carefiilly kept al 
home, and affectionately cherished by his fiither Jacob ; as ** dwelling in 
safety by him," that is, in confidence, in security, there being *' none to make 
him afraid, to whom God was so nigh. There is apparently an aUusion to 
this, and a beautifiil one, in the 48th Psalm, firom verse 1 to 5. ** Great is 
the Lord, and greatly to be praised, in the city of our God, in the mountain 
of his holiness. Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is Mount 
Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the great king. God is known 
in her palaces for a refuge. For lo, the kings were assembled, they passed 
by together. They saw it, and so they marvelled ; they were troubled, and 
hasted away." " The Lord shall cover him," adds Moses, " all day long." 
•« Cover. ^' The Seventy translate the word by one that signifies «* to over- 
shadow." The Chaldean paraphrase is, " he shall be a shield over him ;" it 
denotes a security, covering or protection fi-om evil ; and the evangelical 
prophet, Isaiah, beautifiilly expands the thought in these remarkable words, 
descriptive of and applied to the same object " And the Lord will create 
upon every dwelling-place of Mount Zion, and upon her assemblies, a cloud 
and smoke by day, and the shining of a flaming fire by night : for upon all 
the glory shall be a defence. And there shall be a tabernacle for a shadow in 
the day time from the heat, and for a place of refuge, and for a covert &om 
storm and from rain."* " All day long," or " every day ;" that is continual- 
ly. «* And he shall dwell between his shoulders ;" like the bead, the glory of 
the natural body, rearing itself majestically between and upon ^* the shoul- 
ders," the strength and power of the man. This was the blessing of Ben- 
jamin. 

Moses seems now to turn to a peculiarly favourite object ; he seems to rise 
above himself^ the spirit of dying Jacob seems to revive in him. As if the 
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name of Joseph were the fire put to the tr«iDt he kiodiest he bitzest h9 
lightens. As if the name of Joseph were the signal to be at once great and 
«ibiiaie> tender and pathetic, approaching his standard, recollecting the his- 
tory a^d cbara^er of their illustrious progenitor, comemplating their rising 
greaUiess and prosperity, he thus breaks out in strains loftier than bard ever 
sung. /* Blessed of the Lord be his land, U>t the precious things of heafen^ 
for the dews, for the deep that couoheth beneath ; and for the precious fruits 
brought forth by the sun^ and fi>r the precious things put (brth by the moon, 
and for the chief things of the ancient mountains, and for the precious things 
ot the lasting hills. And for the precious things of the earth, and fulness 
thereof; and for the good ^ill of him that dwelt in the bush : let the blessing 
come upon the head of Joseph, and upon the top of the head of him that was 
saparated from his brethren. His glory is like the firstling of his bullock, and 
his horns are like the horns of unicorns : with them he shall push the peepls 
together to the ends of the earth : and they are the ten thousands of Ephraim, 
and they are the thousands of Manasseh."* Isaac had but two sons, and found 
himself exhausted when he had bestowed a blessing upon one of them : Jacob 
has twelve sons, and yet he has a several blessing for each ton. Israel at the 
death of Moses was increased to an innumerable multitude, and yet there ars 
blessings enough, and to spare, and yet there is room. And when God shall have 
brought back the captivity of Jacob, when God shall have brought his ancient 
people within the bond of the gospel covenant, together with the fulness of 
the Gentile nations, the tide of benediction shall rise, and rise, and swell to 
the number and necessity of all the partakers. Thus the sacred stream 
which Ezekiel saw in rision, issuing from the threshold of the house, was at 
first but a little bubbling fountain ; but after a progress of a thousand cubits, 
became ** a brook of water up to the ancles ;" after a thousand more, had 
risen to the height of the loins ; and afler a thousand more, ** the waters were 
risen, waters to swim in, a river that could not be passed oven" 

.. To go into a detail of the particulars contained in the blessing of Joseph, 
instead of occupyinff the place of an evening, might furnish employment for 
years. I feel myself perfectly at a loss how to represent it to your view ; ia 
what light first to consider it, what particular part of it to bring forward-*-^ 
whether I should at all presume to attempt an illustration of it, or leave it al<^ 
together to your private meditation. Never, surely, in the same quantity of 
words, were exhibited such a multitude and variety of beautiful, striking and 
sublime ideas. When Joseph is to be blessed, the prophet for him arrays na- 
ture in her gayest, richest attire ; for him he digs into the mine, and cleaves, 
the fiinty rock, and pours jewels and gold at his feet *' For him the roses 
blow, for him distils the dew." For him golden harvests wave in the fragrant 
air, and rivers of milk and oil fiow down the mountains and through the val- 
lies. For him the swelling clusters of the vine assume a purple hue, the 
meadows clothe themselves, with verdure, and the cedars c^ God lift their 
proud heads to the skies ; the sun and moon, and eleven stars, do obeisance 
to him. Nature is then animated, as it were, to do him honour, to give hisa 
protection, to extend his empire, to minister to his delight. The grove be* 
comes vocal, the bullock treads stately through the plain, the unicorn pushes 
with the horn, nations of enemies melt before him, the ten thousands of 
Ephraim, and the thousands of Manasseh, cultivate their fertile, peaceful ^ 
fields, beautify their pleasant villages, fortify their magnificent cities. 

With inexhausted strength, with resistless force, the prophet then hurries 
us out of the sphere of uature, bears us to the awful regions of religion, 
places our feet on holy grond. It is the blessing of Joseph, and we foel our- 
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mUeB triai^orttd to the wUdernefs of Horeb, we behdd the hash on fire, we 
heer the foke of God himself from the midst of the flame. But 
-thotiph it speaks from the midst of fire, to the house oi Joseph it speaks 
iMlhiiig tet lofe, it is « fire that coosamei 



coosames not, it breathes ^good wiH.' 
Moses having thos as a poet touched e?ery power of imaginadon, conducted ns 
irom one scene of delight to another, and made all Eden rise to view ; having 
«s a prophet, un?eiled the world of spirits to our astonished sig^t, and borne 
as as on eagle's wings up to the throne of God, gently deviates into his chft- 
racter of orator and historian, and sweetly redescends with us into the field of 
Zoaa, and caUs fiurth a tender sigh from our bosom over the hapless youth 
who was torn from his lather's embrace, and sold into slavery. " Let the 
blessing come upon the head of Joseph, and upon the top of the head of ban 
that was separated from his brethren."* But '* who is this that darkeneth 
'Covnsel by words without knowledge ?"f Moses, my friends, seems reluctant 
■to break off his subject, be is loth to bid Joseph farewell ; as he goes he 
** casts a longing, lingering look behind," and sighs out another blessing, after his 
tongue is si^nt When Jacob speaks to Joseph, and Moses writes and speats 
^ him, neither of them knows how to leave off. 

We soon find the prediction of, Moses verified, and the parting benediction 
falling down, according to the lettor of it, in copious showers upon the head of 
Joseph. For though half the tribe of Manasseh obtained an inheritance beyond 
Jotdan, and a fiur and spacious lot had fallen to the rest of the sons of Joseph 
in Canaan, tb^ are soon under the necessity of applying to Joshua lor an addi- 
tional let to enlarge their border. ^* And the children of Joseph spake onto 
Joshua, saying. Why hast thou given me but one lot and one portion to inherit, 
fleeing I am a gveat peqple, forasmuch as the Lord hath blessed me hitherto! 
And Joshua answered them. If thou be a great people, then get thee up to the 
woed-^oonntryt and cut down for thyself diere in the land of the Perizzites and 
of the giants, if mount Ephraim be too narrow for thee. And the children ef 
Joseph said. The hill is not enough for us : and all the Canaanites that dwell 
in the land of the valley have ch^iots of iron, both they who are of Beth- 
aheaa and her towns, and they who are of the valley of Jezreel. And Joshua 
#pake unto the house of Jose^, even to Ephraim and to Manasseh, saying, 
Then art a^reat people, and hast great power : thou shalt not have one lot 
only. But the mountam shall he thine ; for it is a wood, and thou shah cat 
it<^n : and the outgoings of it shall be thine : for thou shalt drive out die 
CantaniteB, though t^y have iron chariots, and though they be strong.**! 

The Jewish writers take delight in expatiating upon the beauty and frait- 
fokiess of the providentially allotted portion of this tribe. They represent 
Canaan as a garden, in compariscm to the rest of the world, and Ifoont 
Ephraim with its adjacent plains as the garden of Canaan. But we must 
iMsten from it, and attend our departing prophet, as he bids a shorter adieu to 
die remaining tribes. 

As the 4ots of Zebnlun and Issachar were to be contiguous in Canaan ; as 
they were brothers german, being both sons of Leah, and thereby had a 
searer interest and affection among themselves, and their tents were pitched 
contigiMMs to each other in the plains of Moab, Moses addresses them as 
forming one body ef people. ** And of Zebulun he said, Bejoice, Zebnlun, 
in thy ageing out ; and Issachar in thy tents.^'^ This is, with little variatioo, 
a repetition and confirmation of the blessing pronounced by dying Jacob. 
Zebulan, the younger of the two brothers, is in both preferred ; and in dis- 
tributing the loto Zebulun has the third lot, Issachar only the fourth. The 
inheritance of Zebnlun was to be of a peculiar quality, and they weri le 
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^aw ibeir sabeistenott and wealth from sources very different from those of 
the rest of Israel : they were to grow great by navigatioD and trade. 

The sea, that uoruly element, was to be made tributary to them, and through 
it, a passage opened to them to the ?ast, populous and wealthy shores of Africa on 
the south, and of Asia and Europe on the north. ** They shall suck of the abun- 
dance of the seas, and of treasures hid in the sand. They shall call the people 
unto the mountain, there they shall offer sacrifices of rif^teousness.*'* Th« 
Chaldean applies these words peculiarly to Issachar, and translates them tbu»: 
" Rejoice, Issachar, that is, be thou blessed in thy going to appoint the times of 
the solemn feasts of Israel," which has a reference to what we readof thi^ tribe, 
1 Chron. xii. 32. " And of the children of Issachar, which were men that had 
understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to do : the heads of them 
were two hundred, and all their brethren were at their commandment." This 
. is generally understood of the times and seasons of the year, of the new moons 
and other appearances of the hea?enly bodies, by which the solemn festivals were 
; regulated, and which they of Issachar, by their astronomical observation and 
* skill, calculated for the use of all Israel. Hence they are represented in the 
blessing of Moses as calling the people ** unto Mount Zion, where the tempi* 
was." Thus, we see every tribe had some separate and distinct province, 
some peculiar benefit and privilege, that in the commonwealth of Inmel, as ia 
the natural body, there might be no schism, nor the hand be able to say to 
the eye or to the foot, " I have no need of thee." 

Moses advances to the tents of Gad with these words upon his tongue. 
** Blessed be he that enlargeth Gad : he dwelleth as a lion, and teareth the 
arm with the crown of the head. And he provided the first part for himself 
because there, in a portion of the lawgiver, was he seated : and became with 
the heads of the people, he executed the justice of the Lord, and his judge- 
ments with l8raeL"t The enlargement of Gad may refer to his inheritance, 
which God hereby promised to Extend, as he did that of Israel in general. 
** I will enlarge thy border ;" or it may be understood of his person, and will 
then imply deliverance out of trouble, in which sense tlie word is used, Psal. 
iv. 1. *' Thou hast enlarged me when I was in distress." If so, the words 
of Moses refer to the troubles of Gad, prophesied of by his dying father, and 
the history of the deliverance and enlargement of that tribe, firom the hands 
of their enemies, by Jephtha the Gileadite. We tead of Gadites in David's 
time, who were " mighty men of valour," whose faces were like the ** h/pen 
of lions," and were ** as swifl as the roes upon the mountains." Hence he 
is said " to dwell as a lion, and to tear the arm with the crown of the head ;" 
the emblems of sovereignty and strength, intimating that none should be so 
high or powerful, but the might of Gn^ should bring him down. The bless- 
ing in the 21st verse plainly refers to the provision already made ibr this tribe in 
conjunction with Reuben, and the half tribe of Manasseh, in the kingdoms 
of Og and Sihon. " And he provided the first part for himself, b^use 
there, in a nortion of the lawgiver, was he seated : and he came with the heads 
of the people, he executed the justice of the Lord,, and his judgements with 
Israel."^; 

The ^oun^er children of a numerous family, are to a stranger so many un- 
interesting, insignificant names; they have a mere fiimily likeness, they 
speedily Income undistinguishable, we mistake the one for die other. It is 
not so with the parents ; they have distinguished marks for each, they have a 
particular affection for every one ; they have something to say to, to say of, 
every one. Thus Dan and Naphtali and Asher are to us so many words 
without a meaning ; but in Uie eyes of Moses all have a special importance, 
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each ptrticnlar Messing bas a special meaning, and the last is not the least in 
his affection. But as strangers we pass by Vw rest, and distinct ideas of only 
two or three of Judab and Levi, and Benjamin and Joseph, cleave to our 
memory ; these we would know among ten thousand, these we can never 
forget. 

We must now suppose Moses to have finished his round, to have returned 
to his place ; and, closing the solemn scene with taking a general survey of 
the whole, he rises from the goodly tents of Israel, to the contemplation and 
acknowledgement of IsraeFs God, and he finally desists from speaking and 
meting, in rapturous admiration of Him in whom be Hved, moved and breathed ; 
he begins heaven on earth, by pouring out his soul in the bosom of the God of 
heaven and earth. ** There is none like unto the God of Jesburun, who 
rideth upon the heaven in thy help, and in his excellency on the sky. The 
eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms : and he 
■hall thrust out the enemy from before thee, and shall say, Destroy them. 
Israel then shall dwell in safety alone; the fountain of Jacob shall be upon a 
land of corn and wine, also bis heavens shaU drop down dew. Happy art 
thou, O Israel, who is like unto thee, O people, saved by the Lord, the shield 
of thy help, and who is the sword of thy excelleney ! and thine enemies shall 
be found liars nnto thee, and thou shalt tread upon their high places."* 

— ^Moses pronounced a blessing which he could not bestow, which has long 
affo spent itself, the effects of which are no longer visible. Christ led out 
his disciples as far as to Bethany : ** and he lifted up his hands and blessed 
them."t He pronounced a blessing in his power to confer, which has not 
spent its force, which reaches into eternity : *' Go ye and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost ; teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you. And lo, lam with you always, even unto the end of the world.'*| 
Heaven and earth shall pass away, but his woird shall not pass away, till all be 
fulfilled. ** He ever livetb to make intercession for us.'* ** All power is 
given unto him in heaven and in earth.'* What are the kingdoms of this 
world, and the glory of them 1 What is now the land which once flowed 
with milk and honey 1 Where are now '* the ten thousands of £phraim, and 
the thousands of Manasseh V* The blessing even of Joseph bas failed, and 
the beauty of Mount Epbraim is no more. But we receive from our greater 
prophet ** a kingdom which cannot be moved : an inheritance incorruptible, 
undefiled, and which fadetb not away." His benediction embraces a globe ; 
extends from generation to generation ; unites his second to his first coming ; 
expands a new creation, ** new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness ;" exalts guilty, fallen men to the dignity of the sons of God. 
Let him bless me, and I shall be blessed. Lord, lifi thou upon me the light of 
thy countenance, and I shall be saved ; breathe upon me, and I shall receive 
the gia of the Holy Spirit. 

— The blessing of Moses implied soccession and change, contention 
and triumph ; exhibited the ** confused noise of the warrior, and garments 
rolled in blood," the exaltation of one on the depression of another : the 
blessing of Christ presents stability and permanency, harmony and peace, 
equality and acquiescence ; exhibits only the noble contention of generous 
and affectionate spirits, the triumphs of benevolence ; the spirit of adopiioa 
bursting from every lip, Abba^ Father; the spirit of brotherly love glowing in 
every bosom, tuning the tongue to the law of kindness, beaming fi^ the eye 
in looks of tenderness. A greater than Moses is with us : we *^ are not ander 
the law, but under grace." 

• Deut. xxnii. «6— 89. f Luka miv. SO. t Miut. aavni, 19, 90. 
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over against Jencbo. And ibe Lord tbewcd him all the land of OiUad, unto Pcn» and all Napbiili, 
and the land of Ephraim, and Manasseh, and all the land of Judah unto the utmost sea, and the 
sooth, and the plain of the vaUe? of Jericho, the city of palm-trees, unto Zoar. And the Lord said 
uuto him, This is the land whicn I sware unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, saying, I will 

give it unto thy seed : I have caused thee to see it with thine eyes, but thou shalt not go over thither. 
o Moses the servant of the Lord died there in the land of filoab, according to the word of the 
Lofd. And he buried him in a valley in the land ef Moab, over igaioit Bett-Peor : bu^ oo num 
knowed) of his sepulchre unto this day. 

When strangers accidentally meet to perform together the same voyage or 
journey, they are apt, at first to regard each other with looks of caution and dis- 
trust ; they converse sparingly, and with reserve ; they conceal their views 
and purposes in their own breasts ; they attempt to dive into the characters 
and designs of their, fellow-travellers. By degrees this suspicious cautious- 
ness wears ofif ; it becomes their mutual desire and endeavour to please and 
oblige, they feel themselves united by a common interest, their communica- 
tions become frequent and free, they discover all that is in their hearts, they 
take a kind concern in each other's future fortunes, they exchange tokens of 
aflfection, they devise the means of coming together again, and part at length 
with regret. We seem, my brethren, to have been travelling through a vast 
country ; seem to have been conversing with men of a different age and 
region ; we have contemplated many a fair prospect, we have marked many 
successive changes, and, at the end of another stage or two, we must separate, 
and bid each other farewell. Like men acquainted and friendly, who know 
each other's meaning and wish each other's happiness, we kK>k back to our 
common pilgrimage with some degree of satisfaction, and forward, I trust, 
with some degree of desire to meet together again. The mutual token which, 
in the mean time, we shall carry with us to ^tir up our minds by way of re- 
membrance, is one that touches the heart by more than one spring, the mem- 
ory of a dear and estimable common friend, who has contributed much to our 
pleasure and improvement, who was lovely and pleasant in life, and in death 
fills the soul with admiration and regret : but whom we have the felicity of 
considering as having only preceded, us a little in a journey, on which we 
too have already entered, and the end of which will bring us to the same home 
with him. 

The pen has now dropt firom the hand of Moses, and silent is his tongue ; 
and another, not himself, must tell us what he is and how he died. Every 
scene in the life of this illustrious man is singular, and instructive as singular ; 
and his latter end is not the least interesting and useful. He had now corn- 
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plated liis one Iniadrad and tweniieUi yeftr, without btviog become aobject to 
the asual iofinnitiea^ of that adfanced age. It is one thing to li?e bog, aad 
another to be old. We frcli)ciently aee old age Gommen<^ by many wo&i 
ayflDptoma, long before the man has began to live at all : and we sometimes 
■ee the wisdom and piety of grey hairs giving lustre to the bloom of youti^ 
and tempering the vivacity of the morning of life. We wish to live long» but 
we weakly associate what never met, except in Moses and a favoured few like 
him, perfeet soundness of faeulties and the capacity of enjoying life anitad 
to length of days and rtobness of experience. We wish to five lMig» but iail 
to re£ct on dimness of eyes, decay of memory, wasting of strength, loss of 
appetite, the neglect or unkindness of friends, and the other concomitants ef 
that forlorn perrod. We wish to live long but if the days come we find them 
evil ; when these wished*for years draw nigh we «re constrained to acknowl- 
edge ** we have no pleasure in them." This few, the^very few exceptions the 
history of mankind famishes, from the general rde, serve only the more 
grievously to confirm it. Happy would it be for old men, however, happy for 
themselves, and most happy tor others, though they eaanot retain at pleasure 
the clearsightedness and vigour of Moses, did they cultivate as they ought, 
and acquire as they might, something of his meekness, and gentleness, and 
oottdescension ; they imild not have such fi^equent reason to complain of the 
pretulanee, self^ufficiency and presumption of young men, if they themselves 
would learn to be less peevish and obstinate and overbearing. For, bad as 
the world is, age will obtain respect^ unless it take pains to provoke insult and 
disrespect. 

The death of Mooes, then, was not in the ordinary course of nature, it was 
not preceded by its usual harbingers, it was not occasioned by a faikire of the 
radical moisture, by the stroke of violence, or the malignity of disease^ but by 
a simple act of the will of God. Wherefore, then, " shoukl it be thought a 
thing incredible that God should raise the dead T* When we aee the antedi- 
luvian patriarchs living to one thousand years, the eye of Moses at one hun- 
dred and twenty not dim, nor his natural force abated, and ** Christ, the first 
fruits," bursting asunder the bars of the grare ; have we not so many concur- 
ring presumptions and proofs of immortality and the resurrection. And what 
must be the angelic beanty, the celestial vigour, the undecaying lustre and 
fflory of bodies ** fashioned like to Christ's glorious body," when we see the 
face of Moses shine, that it could not be steadfastly k>oked at, and preserving 
to life's extremity the morning dew of youth 1 The honour put on Moses 
was rare and singular, but the glory to be reveided is a blessedness of which 
all the redeemed of the Lord shall partake. 

When the summons arrived for Aaron to prepare for deaths Moses, his 
brother, and Eleazer, his son and suooessor, ware commanded to ascend the 
mountain with him, and to assist in the solemnities of the awful change : but 
Moses advances akme to meet death, to meet his Qo(L The holy vestments, 
with the office to which they appertained, descendoa from father to son, and 
were at length done away altogether and lost ; but the moral and spiritual 
parts of the dispensation never waxed old, could not see corruption, but like 
God, their author, were unchangeable ; and like Moses, by whom they were 
delivored to the world, unenfeebled by length of time, continued till Christ, 
the restorer of all things, interwove them with the tissue of the gospel, and 
oonferred immortality upon them. 

-^We must now look back to the sentence of death pronounced against 
Moses, and to the orime which provoked the irreversible doom : ** Ai^ the 
Lord spake unto Moses that selfsame day, saying. Get thee up into this 
mountain Abarim, unto Mount Nebo, which is in the land of Moab, that is 
over against Jericho ; and behold the land of Canaan^^ which I give unto the 
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ehildreD of Israel for a posaeaeioiit ani die in the BKmiii whilbw tbM fOM 
up; and be gathered anto thy people; as Aaron thy hioAh«r died in 
Mount Hot, and was gathered unto his people : beoewe ye trespaaaed agaiaai 
me among Uie children of Israel at the watera of Meribah-kadeahy in the wil- 
derness of Zin ; because ye sanctified me not in the midst of the chiUren of 
Israel. Yet thoa shalt see the land before thee ; but thou ahalt not go thither 
unto the land which I give the children of Israel."* Here many things oonenr 
to surprise and instruct as. The offence of Moses seems a rmiial one; he 
erred merely through hastiness of spirit; and bad he not good cauae to be 
angry 1 He was not often so overtaken, he quickly repentwl, and recovered 
tranquiHity and self-government again. He rq;>eii(ledly attempted to soften 
justice by submission and entreaty ; he asked for nothing unreaaonabia or ab- 
surd : he wished merely to be a witness of the divine bounty, truth and faith* 
iulneas ; infinitely greater ofenders had at his entreaty been forgiven and re- 
etored. But justice relented not, Moses for one oibace must die ; the graoe 
which he often obtained for others is to himself denied. Let the wretch 
loaded with a thousand crimes black as hell, and malignant as the spirit that 
reigns in the children of disobedience, think of this and taendble. That 
** fool makes a mock of sin." ^ Father, forfftve him he knows not what he 
does." One transgresnon excluded Moses from Canaan ; and with so asaay 
imperfoctiona on his head, loaded with so many crimes of a nature so vile and 
atrocious, can he think of entering into the kingdom of heaven 1 When we aee 
such inflexible and unrelenting severity pursuing the dearest and most distin- 
guished of God's children, who shall dare to think or to call any sin a Iktle 
one t Who shaU presume on mercy, who shaH dream of washing away his 
^It by the tears of penitence, who riiall harden himself against God and 
hope to prosper t The great crime in the sight of God is, giving that glory 
to another which heiongeth to him. For this Moses died without reaaedy, 
firom the consequence ef this he oonld not escape, though he souf^ it care- 
Mly and with tears. 

The character of Moses oooms near to perfection, but it is not faultless ; 
he too, with the gmiUiest^ stand in need of pardon and atonement ; and when 
**righteousneflB isMid to-theliaeand judgement to Uie plunmiet," his life 
srast pay the forfeit. Moses therefore could not be a saviosr to others ; had 
his conduct been perfectly pure, it had been still hut the righteousness of a 
man, it could but have delivered his own soul, it could have mecited nothing 
at the hands of a holy God. In order to eonstitnte a saviour for the guilty, lo 
unspotted purity of moral character must be superadded divinity of natuve, to 
give efficacy aiui vurtue to suffering, and value to the shedding of blood. 
Thus the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did ; 
^ and what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the :fleah, God 
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condenmed 
sin m the fle8h.*t We flee to thee, blessed Jesus, to cover us in the day of 
wrath ; thy bbod deanseth from all sin ; by the deeds of the law we cannot 
be jiBtified, we look for redemption firona the curse, through thy meritorious 
death and righteousness, *< for the forgiveness loi all our sins, accocdiog to. the 
riches of tby grace." 

But though death was to Moses a mark of the divine displeasore, and the 
punishment of sin ; Uke all ^le chastenin|^ of fotherly wisdom, like aH the 
punishments of Heavra, it was in the issue, and upon the whole, a real bene- 
fit, it was unspeakably |reat gain : it relieved him of a burden aometimes 
' ready to prove intolerable, it introduced him to cooMnnnion with God more inti- 
mate and endearing than evnr he had hitbert^enjoyed ; it plaoed lum among the 
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8piril8 of Joil iBen made perfect Hoeas died in sight of the pFomised Imnd, 
ivas permitted to measure it with his eje, aod to judge of its fertility fronr 
qiecimeiis of its produoe ; and all that the lahoors and light of those who are 
fellow-workers with Moses cao do, is to repeat the promise, to pcmit with t^ 
finger and to saj, ** This is the way, walk ye in it.*' It belongs to another 
power to svbd«e corruption, to dtride Jordan, to lerel the wails of proad 
Jericho. 

We know the oflfence, we have heard the doom, the reprieve is expired, the 
warrant of death is signed, the day of execution is come. But the bitterness 
of death is over already, the sting of death is plueked out, and even the word 
that condemns and kills the body, is a word of k>ve. A worldly mind cannot 
discern the reason why the cross is the way, why death is in the oup, why the 
entrance into the kingdom of God :s throu^ the thorny road of much tribu- 
lation ; bat the child of God, the disciple oif Jesus, has ceased from himself 
and from his own will and understanding : *' He knows whom he has believe 
ed," and who has said, '* As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten :" he sees 
4e$ih in the list of his privileges and possessions, and is assured that all shall 
work together for his good. 

Moses has fulfilled like a hireling his day, has written, has spoken, has 
judged, has prayed, has blessed ; the business of life is ended ; he has glorified 
God on earth, it only remains that he glorify him, by submission to hia 
sovereign will in dying Behold him then solitarily and solemnly advancing to 
encounter the last enemy : he has passed through the plain, and again he be- 
gins to climb up into the mount to meet God. The eyes of all Israel are 
riveted to his footsteps. Who is not ready to cry out, " Would to God I 
could die for thee.*' Erery step he ad ranees plants a dagger in the heart. 
The distance begins to render vision indistinct, his person is diminished to » 
q>eck, they fondly imagine tbey see him still, the eyes strain for another and 
another glimpse, they are suffused with tears, they can t>ehold him no more. 
But he still beholds their goodly tents, he sees all Israel coHected into one 
point of view : Jehorah dwelling in the midst of his people, the tabernacle 
with the pilkr of cloud resting upon it : his affisction with his sight is concenter* 
ed on the happy spot, his whole soul goes out In one general departing bless- 
ing. As he ascends, the prospect expands and brightens to his ravished ^e. 
He can trace Jordan fit>m its source, till it falls into the sea ; he wanders nfiik 
delight from hill to hill, from plain to plain. He sees ou this side Mount Le- 
banon losing its lofiy head in the clouds ; on that, the ocean and the sky 
BMeting together to terminate his view. Beneath his feet, as it were, the 
cky of palm-trees, and the happy fields which the posterity of Joseph were 
destraed to inhabit. The land which Abraham had measured with his foot in 
the length and in the breadth of it ; in which Isaac and Jacob had sojourned 
as strangers ; which God had fenced, and cultivated, and planted, and enrich- 
ed by the hand of the Canaanite for his befoved people ; which the sun 
irradiated with milder beams, the dew of heaven refreshed with sweeter mois- 
ture, and the early and the latter rSin fattened in more copious showers. 
** And the Lord said unto him. This is the land which I sware unto Abraham, 
unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, saying, I will give it unto thy seed : I have cans* 
ed thee to see it with thine eyes, but thou shalt not go over thither."* 

But what is the glory of this world ? It passeth away.— What is the felicity 
of man, who must die, aod of the son of man, who is a worm 1 It cometh 
quickly to a period. The eye which age had not made dim, must nevertheless 
be closed in death at length : the strength which a hundred and twenty years 
had not been able to impair, is in a moment, by one touch of the finger of God, 
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dissolved ; the heart whioh Ood end larael had so long dirided, is now wholly 
occupied with God. In the midst of a vision so divine, Moses gently falls 
asleep : and he who falls asleep in the bosom of a father, needs be under no 
anxiety about his awakening. ** So Moses the servant of the Lord died there 
in the land of Moab, according to the word of the Lord."* Moses died with 
Canaan full in view, enjoying every thing bnt possession ; and the utmost that 
his dispensation can do, is to ascertain the existence of the heavenly country ; 
to describe its boundaries, nature and situation ; to conduct to its limits, and 
to put us under the conduct of the great Captain of salvation. 

When we see the prophet of the law so far from having power to introduce 
others into their promised rest, that be himself could not enter in because of 
unbelief; we are admonished to court the protection and assistance of a more 
potent arm ; to cleave to Him, who, by dying, has overcome death, and Him 
who has the power of death ; " who openeth and no man shutteth, and shui- 
teth and no man openeth." 

But oh, what a blessed transition ! from the fairest earthly prospect that eye 
ever beheld, to the enjoyment of a fairer inheritance, eternal in the heavens ; 
from the tents of Jacob, to the encampment of angels under Michael their 
prince : from a glory confined and transitory, to glory unbounded, unchange- 
able ; from the symbol of the divine presence, in a pillar of fire and cloud, to 
his real presence, where there is ** fulness of joy,*' and where '* there> are 
pleasures (or evermore ;"t to see him as he is, and to be transfisrmed into the 
same image, from glory to glory. Behold Abraham and Isaac, and Jacob, 
rushing from their thrones to welcome to the realms of light the shepherd of 
Israel, who had led the chosen seed from strength to strength, from triumph 
to triumph, while the voice of the Eternal himself proclaims, ** Well done, 
good and fkithful servant, enter into the joy of thy Lord." 

But we must descend from this exceeding high mountain, and inquire after 
the breathless clay of the servant of the Lord. It is precious in the sight of 
God ; not a particle of it shall be lost in the grave, and it shall be raised up 
at the last day. In every other instance he leaves the dead to bury theur 
dead ; but he charges himself with the body of Moses, performs himself the 
rites of sepulture, conveys it by the ministration of angels, from the top of 
Nebo to a tomb of his own providing, ** in a valley in the land of Moab, over 
against Beth-peor : but no man knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day."| 

The reason commonly assigned for concealing the place where Moses was 
interred, was to prevent a superstitious use of his tomb and relics, which a 
people so prone to idolatry might readily have adopted, and with as good a 
colour of reason at least as the votaries of any hero, prince or saint that ever 
was deified, could ever allege for their conduct The scripture saith express- 
ly, that, at the time this conclusion of the book of Deuteronomy was written, 
whether by Joshua, his immediate successor, by Samuel, three hundred and 
fifty years afterwards, or by Ezra, afler the dissolution of the monarchy, and 
the Babylonish captivity, that then the place of Moses's burial was unknown 
to any man, and had been so from the beginning ; and yet such is the wick- 
edness of imposture on the one hand, and the fondness of credulity on the 
other, that so late as the year of our Lord 1655, a pretended discovery of the 
spot was made, and attempted to be imposed upon the world. 

The outlines of the story are as follows : ** Certain shepherds who were 
feeding their goats on the mountains of Nebo and Abarim, observed that some 
of their charge were in use to disappear, and were absent for several days to- 
gether ; and that upon their return to the flock, their hair was perfumed with 
something that smelled extremely sweet. This excited their curiosity and 

* Deut izxiir. 5. f PmI. xvi. U. t Deut. xxxi v. 6. 

Vol. T. 11 



Digitized by 



Google 



74 HISTORY OF MOSES. Ltd. XI. 

determined them to investigate the affair with the utmost accaracj. Thej ao 
cordjngly traced their goats, and were led by them through rugged and rocky 
places to a little vale, where, upon examination, they discovered a kind of cave 
out of which proceeded a very agreeable smell, resembling that which the 
goats conveyed on their fleeces, and had first suggested the inquiry. Jn the 
middle of the cave they found a tomb of stone, on which certain characters 
were engraven, which, being illiterate, they could not decypher ; but ther 
soon perceived that the sweet smell was communicated to their persons and 

farnients. Upon this they went immediately to Mataxat, patriarch of the 
laronites, who resided at the monastery of St. Ifary, on Mount Lebanon, 
and related to him the particulars of their discovery. The fVagrance that stiff 
adhered to their clothes confirming their testimony, he sent two of his monks 
with them ; one of them, a man of profound erudition, named Aben-Useph, 
who found, in the place pointed out to them a monument inscribed with these 
words in Hebrew. Moses the Sertant of the Lord. The patriarch, tran9- 
ported with joy at a discovery so marvellous, besought MoraU Pacha of 
jOamascus, to constitute him sole guardian of the sepulchre. But the Greeks 
and Arminians, as well as the Franciscan fViars, and after them the Jews, 
violently opposed it, and, unable to agree, tried by dint of interest at court, by 
presents to the Mufli and Grand Vizier, to appropriate each to themselves the 
superintendence of this tomb, which they equally believed to be that of Moses, 
and which the Jews, with peculiar earnestness, insisted must belong to them. 
They represented that, amon^ all the possessions of the Grand Signior, none 
could be more valuable and illustrious than the property of three sepulchres 
so renowned as that of Mahomet at Mecca, of Jesus Christ at Jerusalem, and 
of Moses in mount Nebo. But the Jesuits had the address, by presents hap- 
pily applied, to defeat the claims of all these pretenders, and to obtain an or- 
der for shutting up the sepulchre, and obstructing the road that led to it ; nay, 
for prohibiting all access to it, under pain of death. They were, meanwhile, 
forming a design of secretly conveying off the body of Mo^s, which they flattered 
themselves would prove a considerable accession of respeetabiKty, and a new 
source of wealth to their order. Having, however, with much difficohy and 
danger, penetrated into the sepulchre, it was found entirely empty ; no body, 
no relics appeared.*'* These pleasing chimeras vanished almost as soon as 
formed ; for a learned Rabbin proved that the person interred in this tomb, 
was not the ancient legislator of the Hebrews, but a modern Jew of the same 
name. 

The sacred history says, that Moses died the fortieth year afler the deliver- 
ance from Egypt, and the most part of the Jewish writers fix the day of his 
death to the seventh day of the last month of that year, or the month Adar; 
and our learned and pious countryman, archbishop Usher, calculates it to have* 
happened on the first day of the same month. 

There is a passage in the New Testament which refers to this event, and 
which has greatly exercised the labour and ingenuity of critics and commen- 
tators : it is in the general epistle of Jude, where that disciple, in reproving 
the rasbness and licentiousness of certain heretics, ** who despise dominion, and 
speak evil of dignities," quotes an example of very high authority, as con- 
demning the practice : •* Yet," says he, " Michael the archangel, when, con- 
tending with the devil, he disputed about the body of Moses, durst not bring 
against him a railing accusation, but said. The Lord rebuke thee."t 

Now, as many questions almost as words have been started on this subject : 
what is an archangel ; and who is Michael ? How came the body of Moses 
io be a ground of controversy between him and the devil, what were tbey 

♦ Hornius, Seca). xvii. Art xxxii. p. 535. f Jude 9. 
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seTeraU J aiming at, and what was the issae of their qaarrel 1 What author'^ 
ity restrained Michael from preferring a railing accusation against hiln, how 
his conduct eomes to be adduced as a pattern of self-government, and a re- 
proof of the vices of the tongue ? And from what source did Jude derive 
his knowledge of this transaction 1 The very mention of so many, some of 
them, on the first glance, unimportant questions, will, I doubt not, check cu* 
riosity altogether, instead of exciting it. It is evident, that the death and 
burial of Moses interested heaven and earth and hell ; that many historical 
facts of great moment are purposely led unrecorded ; that many discoveries 
are reserved for that great and notable day of the Lord, when God shall bring 
tovery work into judgement, with every secret thing whether it be good or 
evil ; that it becomes not us to be wise above what is written, but to rest ia 
hape, that '* what we know not now, we shall know hereaRer/* This much 
we know, that, about fifleen hundred years after, Moses appeared in glory 
(<« whether in the body I cannot tell, or whether out of the body 1 cannot tell, 
God knoweth*') to do homage to bis Saviour on the mount of transfiguration, 
and to lay his glory at the feet of him in whose light he shone ; and we know 
*' the hour is coming when all who are in the graves shall hear his voice, and 
shall come forth, they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life, and 
they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.'^* 

Such was the latter end o( " take him for all in all,'* the greatest mere man 
that ever existed. But I check myself. It is impossible to do any thing like 
justice to such a character in a few moments discourse : you will indulge me 
with another hearing on this subject : I mean, to preach a funeral sermon : 
the only one I ever undertook without pain, over a character and a memory 
to which no eloquence can rise, no detail do justice : in celebrating which, 
praise cannot degenerate into panegyric, nor the preacher be suspected of 
adulation. 

Moses died in the year of the world two thousand five hundred and fif\y- 
three— before Christ one thousand four hundred and fifty — ^afler the flood 
eight hundred and ninety-seven. The most ancient and authentic of histo- 
rians, the most penetrating, dignified, and illuminated of prophets, the pro- 
foundest, safest of legislators, the prince of orators and poets, the roost excel- 
lent and amiable of men, the firmest and faithfiiUest of believers. " Whether 
we live, let us live unto the Lord," that when we die we inay << die in the 
iLord ;" that *' living and dying we may be the Lord's." 



*JokflV.S8,S9. 
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L.ECTURE XII. 

DEUTERONOMY XXXIV. 10, 11, 12. 

And there arofe not a prophet since in tsrael like unto Mofies whom the Lord knew face to faee : ia 
all the signs and the wonders which the Lord sent him to do in the land of Eg/pt, to Pharaoh, and 
to aH bis servants, and to all his land, and in att that migbtjr hand, and ia all the gi«at terror which 
Moses shewed in the sight of ail Israel 

TheUe is in manlciDd a good<^natured disposition to spare the deed. 
Without very high provocation indeed, who oould think of distarbiflg the 
peace and silence of the grave, and of dragging again before the tribunaJ of 
man those who have already undergone the more awful judgement of a right- 
eousGod? 

But this generosity does not always proceed from pure benevolenee. The 
dead no longer stand in our way ; they are no longer our rivals in the parsiiits 
of fanie cr of fbrtone. We can here earn the praise of magnanimity, without 
any dan^et* of sufi^ring in the interests of our repotation, our oonseqeenoe) 
Our self-love. From whatever source this lenity and forbearance proceed, we 
would not be thought altogether to condemn them ; but good-natnfe in tliifl» 
as in a lew other cases, is apt sometimes to be carried too far. Through fekf 
of being thought severe td those who have no power to defend themselves* 
extravagant and unmerited eomm^ftdation has been often lavished on «1m 
worthless and the wicked. I will cheerfolly engage not to violate the ashes 
of the dead by unjust censure, nor even by merited invective ; but I must aot 
be forced, on the other hand to commemorate virtues that were never practis- 
ed ; to bring to light worth that never existed, except in the tropes of a funeral 
oration ; to represent as right, what God, and truth, and reason pronounce im 
be wrong. My tongue shall be silent as the grave over the memory of the 
proudest, most selfish, hard-hearted, ankind, uncomplying wretch that ever 
lived : but T must not be called in to prostitute my conscience by celebrating 
his humility, generosity, compassion, or sweetness of temper. I would conect 
the common adage a little, and then give it all the currency in my powsx. 
Instead of rendering it, " of the dead say that only which is good^" I would 
translate it, " of the dead say that only which is true,^^ 

Indeed, the best thing Ihat can befaJ most men, when they die, is to be ibr* 
gotten as soon as possible. Few, very few characters are such as not to safier 
by handling ; and there is great danger of reusing and provoking slumberiDg 
resentments against our departed friends, by an officious zeal to trumpet their 
praise, and display their good qualities. The praise bestowed on Uie dead is 
generally contemptible adulation to the living; adulation, vilely bestownig the 
rewards of piety and goodness on mere greatness or lAosiiGer and thereby 
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strengthening the hcuids of rice, by lolliDg the conscieDce to reet, and de- 
ceiving men into the belief, that a good name may be purchased without pos* 
sessing a spark of virtue. 

The liturgy of our established church, in bOw many other respects soever 
useful and excellent, is here faulty, and certainly does mischief. The fbneral 
service, one of the noblest, because one of the most scriptural parts of it, with 
indiscriminating charity dispenses the kingdom of heaven to the evil and the 
good, to " him that sweareth as to him who feareth an oath." The wretch 
whose whole life has been a notorious violation of every law human and dii- 
vine, who grew old in hatred and contempt of the gospel, falls asleep in the 
** sure and certain hope of a resurrection to eternal life.*^ What is this but 
to encourage men to continue in sin, that grace may abound ; to live profli- 
gates, and yet hope to die in peace t 

Happily, the character we are this evening to bring under your review will 
stand the test of the strictest examination, will shine with superiour lustre 
from being touched and retouched, will discover new excellencies on every 
investigation, will furnish to the humble, the penitent, and the believing, per<^ 
petual ground of instruction and consolation. After a course of more thdn 
fourscore Lectures on the life, character, and writings of Moses, it may per^ 
perhaps be thought superfluous, to employ the whole of another discourse in 
attempting to elucidate his character, to recommend his example, to embalm 
his memory. But it is this very circumstance which determined me to at- 
tempt a delineation of this wonderful man's portrait, to request that you would 
jcMn me in meditating a few moments over one who has been honoured of 
God, to do more, in order to please and instruct mankind, than any mere man 
that ever existed. To say truth, I consider the person of Moses as a pledge 
of affection between you and myself. He brought us together at first, and he 
has kept us together a considerable part of these three years past ; to part 
with him and his writings seems a kind of presentiment of our final dissolu- 
tion likewise ; and, in losing him, I feel as if I were losing a thousand friends 
at a stroke. But let us speak and think of Moses not of ourselves. 

It is impossible to think of Moses without first thinking of '' his Father 
and our Father, of his God and our God." To be a chosen instrument in the 
hand of Heaven to carry on the plans of Povidence, to promote the wisdom 
tmd happiness of mankind, is man's highest glory : as it is his truest felicity 
to do this voluntarily and from the heari, as an obedient, zealous, and cheer- 

* M feibw>-worker with God. Now, Moses possessed this distinction and 
felicity in a very eminent degree. God raised up Pharaoh " in very deed for 
this cause, to shesv in him his power, that his great name might be declared 
tfarougfaont all the earth ;" and Pharaoh, unhappily for himself, accomplished 

• the designs of Heaven, by hb pride, obstinacy and rebellion. God called 
^ Cyrus his anointed, by name, and sumamed him who had not known him 
lor Jacob his servant's sake, and Israel his elect" Nebuchadnezzar ho em- 
ployed as the rod of his anger to chastise a disobedient and firainsaying people 
and then broke it in pieces and dashed it to the ground. These, and many 
ethers, stand upon record, as executing the will of the Eternal without their 
own consciousness or intention, nay, totally against it ; but Moses had the 
rare felicity of engaging in one of the most generous purposes which can 
animate a human breast, knowing it to be, at the same time, the leading, com- 
manding purpose of God himself. Every step he moved was supported by 
the enlivening reflection, that every step be moved was executing the decrees 
of the Almighty, and promoting the relief and salvation of his wretched 
countrymen. ^ How delightftil the progress, when duty and inclination go 
hand in hand I 

The cirsoBstAnces iu which Sod saised up filosea mark him peculiarly as 
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kit owB« Every tbiog eoncurred to prove, that here '* the arm of the Lord 
waa revealed/' Another kio^ had arisen, *^ who knew not Joseph," the 
hope of Israel seemed to be perishing ; Egypt was alarmed with expectation, 
or rather apprehension, of the appearance of this wonderful child ; Israel waa 
awakened to expectation, but abandoned it in despair, to reach the life of 
one, ten thousand innocents perish by the sword. But, as if in defiance of 
the precautious of human wisdom. Hosed is born in the very rage of that per^* 
aecution which threatened his life. The daughter of Pharaoh becomes his 
protector, and Egyptian Magi vie with each other in rearing that genius, 
whose ascendant threatened the downfall of their country ; and Moses is be- 
come great, before the world apprehends that it is he by whose hand God 
would deliver his people from bondage. 

This brings us forward to the period when his personal character begail 
plainly to unfold itself; and it discovers to us a mind superiour to every mean, 
every selfish gratification. Men love to adopt the cause that prevails ; and 
the cause of Israel was at that time low indeed. At a certain period of life 
passion bears unlimited sway.' At forty, the calls of ambition and pride are 
loudest ; and they who are themselves at ease are little disposed to embark in 
the miseries of others. But in Moses behold a man, not sunk into poverty 
violently obtruded upon him, but poverty deliberately chosen ; a man of forty 
relinquishing, without reluctance or regret, the pleasures, riches and bonourd 
of a court, and exchanging them for the labour and oppression of an Israel* 
itish slave, and glorifying in the reproachful name of Hebrew, much more 
than in that of *' the son of Pharaoh's daughter.'* Behold the manly indig- 
nation of a noble spirit hastening to avenge wretchedness and depression of 
insolence and cruelty, and in the punishment of one oppressor exhibiting aa 
anticipated view of that great deliverance which, in process of time, God waa 
by him to work in behalf of a whole people. 

The same spirit which beheld Egyptian oppression with just resentmenftt 
beheld discord among brethren with godly sorrow and regret He boldly ez» 
posed his life to repel the one; in the spirit of meekness he tried to heal the 
other : and he very early experienced the ungracious, and ungrateful, and 
discouraging requital of services the most kindly intended ; the sad preaage 
of that life of mortification unparallelled, and most unmerited, which he was 
afterwards called to endure. The insolent retort of an unkind brother 
awakened prudence, and put him for a season to flight ; for valour, as the case 
then stood, valour against such fearful odds, could not have deserved the name 
of courage, but of rashness. 

Providence still direcu his path, and conducts him at once to nsefulnesa 
and happiness. It seems as if the all-wise Jehovah meant to display in Moses 
an example of the great and of the petty virtues, the virtues of the man, of 
the citizen, and of the believer united ; and in none of his future exploits, 
perhaps, is he more amiable more estimable than in protecting the virgia 
daughters of Jethro from the violence of theic rough and surly neighbours. 
Here we behold asain on what delicate hinges the great God turns round the 
afifairs of men. 1 his piece of natural, honest, commendable gallantry, intro- 
duces Moses to the acquaintance of a prince, lays the foundation of an im« 
portant alliance for life, and influences all his future fortunes, and feelings, aa 
a man. 

Hence we are oondocted to the delicious, the calm, the contemplative pe* 
riod of our hero's mortal existence. We behold a simple shepherd tending a 
flock not his own, but enjoying tranquillity and contentment ; secluded from 
the society of men, but blessed with the visions of the Almighty ; losing him- 
self in sweet oblivion of a busy, bustling world, awake only to the innocent 
joys of doflpestio life, and the sabUmer j^easores of religion. It was in aO 
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probability in this defightfal retreat, during this blessed interval of retirement 
firom'and unconnected ness with what passed on the great theatre, that, divine- 
ly taught, he sung " how the heavens and earth rose out of chaos." It was 
then and there that the divine spirit disclosed to his astonished, his enraptured 
eye, the years beyond the flood, the spring season of nature, the first man 
whom God created upon the earth, the amiableness of pure primeval inno 
cence, the glories of paradise, the unlimited bounty of indulgent heaven. Il 
was then and there, that gpod Spirit put the pen into his hand, to trace that 
sacred record, which has descended to us for our delight and instruction, and 
which shall remain, till time expire, the wonder, the monitor, the guide of 
mankind unto all manner of truth. 

What a happy period for the human race ! how happy for himself. Were 
the will of man to prevail, who would exchange such a retirement as this, for 
the noise and glare which captivates fools ? But men, such as Moses, are not 
made for themselves alone ; and ill would he have improved the blessings of 
solitude, had he not learned in it, cheerfully to sacrifice bis own humour and 
bis own ease to the work and glory of God. 

The time to favour Israel was now come, and Moses must think of privacy 
and self^njoyment no longer. By a vision, such as might appal the boldest, 
and encourage the must fearful he is remanded to Egypt with a commission 
under the seal of Heaven, to haughty Pharaoh, and he fears no more the 
wrath of a king. 

But we have insensibly deviated into the history of Moses, instead of de- 
lineating his character. Are they not, however, one and the same thing ? 
To know what he was, we have but to consider what he said, and how he 
acted. But how is it possible to comprise, within the bounds of one discourse 
a detail of forty active, busy years, from the day that God appeared to him in 
a flame of fire in the bush, to the day of his ascending to the top of mount 
Nebo to die 1 In general, they contain a display of almost every human 
shining virtue^ brought forward to the eye, and impressed on the heart, by 
their most lovely foil, modesty, meekness and humility. What magnanimity ! 
united to what coolness and self-government ! what firmness and intrepidity ! 
what patience and gentleness ! what consummate wisdom ! what amiable sim- 
plicity ! in youth, in maturity, in old age ; in public and in private life ; in 
every relation and condition, who is like him, who deserves to be compared 
with him ? In forming an idea of human excellence, Moses presents himself 
immediately to my view ; it is no longer an idea, it is a delightful reality. 

The more attentive part of my hearers will observe that, to complete the 
proposed plan of this discourse, there is still wanting the general leading idea 
of all these discourses, the resemblance between the type and the person 
typified — the analogy of Moses and Christ. This I refer to another Lecture ; 
and beg leave to subjoin, as a proper sequel to this, the following eulogium of 
Moses^ translated from the works of an eloquent critic of his writings.* 



EULOGIUM OF MOSES. 

'^Thismost extraordinary personage was presented to the worid in very 
singular circumstances. He appeared at a period of peculiar affliction to bis 
kindred and nation ; and Divine Providence seems to have raised him up ex- 
pressly for the purpose of exemplifying virtues, which distress and persecutioa 

* Disooun Hist. CriUqnM, d&c mr Its Em^WMt msmorablM da viMix TWaaem «?« Ja^v«^ 
flAURiv, Tome 1. Diacoun LXX. 
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•kme'are calculated to place ia the (airest poiot of light By a seriea of 
miracuioas events he escaped in infancy, the fatal effects of a sanguinary 
decree, which doomed to death all the male children of the Hebrews frooi 
the womb. And« what highly merits consideration, and serves strikingly to 
displajF the influence which Sovereign Wisdom exercises over all the afiaire 
of men, he owed his preservation in a great measure, to persons whose inter- 
est it was to ha%e destroyed him. These very persons assisted in forming 
(hat superifiur genius, and in cultivating those wonderful talents, which, ia 
time, qualified him to ue the deliverer of a nation which it was their intention 
utterly to extirpate. 

*' Scarcely arrived at that stage of life when men begin to form plans for 
the remainder of their existence, he feels himself called to determine between 
two objects, so incompatible in their nature, that the maturest judgement cao 
with difficulty hold the balance even ; religion and worldly interest. Under 
the necessity of making a choice so difficult, he rises above his age, above his 
passions, nay, in some sense, above humanity, and nobly sacrifices every 
worldly prospect to religion. He resolves to partake in the miseries of an 
oppressed people, in order to secure an interest m the favour of that God who 
is continually watching over his children, even when he seems to have aban- 
doned them to their persecutors ; he values nothing in comparison with that 
favour ; he prizes it infinitely more than that of a great king, nay, more 
than the prospect itself of being heir to a throne and kingdom ; and, accord- 
ing to the expression of St. Paul, ElsUemed the reproad^ of Christ greater 
riches than the treasures of Egypt,*' 

'* Not satisfied with being a spectator and a partaker of the misery of his 
wretched brethren, he resolves to meet the torrent; and, of a witness, hasteas 
to become the avenger of the tyranny under which they groaned. Observing 
one of the merciless tools of oppression abusing an Israelite, he braves the 
rigour of all the laws of Egypt, kills the oppressor, delivers the sufferer, and, 
as we have said in another place, performs an anticipated act of the deUverer 
of his country. 

*' Prudence constrains him to withdraw from the danger which threatened 
the stranger who dared to shed the blood of an Egyptian. He retires into 
the land of Midian, and there experiences repeated proofs of the care of that 
miraculous Providence which accompanied him through the whole course of 
a long life. Cut off from every opportunity of displaying the qualities of the 
hero, he exhibits those of the philosopher. He employs the calmness of that 
retreat in contemplating the divine perfections ; or rather, in this delicious re- 
tirement it was, that he enjoyed the intimate communications of the Almighty, 
who inspired him, and appointed him to the high destination of laying the 
first foundations of revealed religion, which was to supply the defects of that 
of nature, already clouded and disfigured by the prejudices and the passions 
of mankind. He composed the book of Genesis ; and thereby furnished the 
world with irresistible arms to combat idolatry. He attacks the two most ex- 
travagant errors into which the human race had (alien, the plurality of gods, 
and that which admits imperfection in the Deity. To the one, and the other, 
he opposes the doctrine of the unity of an all-perfect Being. 

*« That God, whose existence and attributes he thus published, was pleased 
to manifest himself to him in Mount Horeb, in a manner altogether singular and 
miraculous. He confers on this chosen servant, the glorious but formidable 
commission to take the field against Pharaoh, to stem the current of oppres- 
sion, to attempt to mollify the tyrant ; and, if persuasion failed, to employ 
force, to support arguments by prodigies, to exact from all Egypt the expiation 

*Heb.xi.26. 
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of those barbarities which she had dared to exercise npon a peq>le distiiH 
gaished as the object of his teoderest love, and of his most illustrious 
iniracles. 

*' This appointment Moses presumes to decline : but froiti i. spirit df humili- 
ty rather than of disobedience. He could not conceive it possible that, at 
the age of fourscore, and labouring under a defect of speech, he could be the 
person qualified to address a mighty prince and overturn a whole kingdom. 
The appointment is a second time pressed upon him ; a second time he refu>- 
ses it At length, however, his reluctance is overcome ; and, filled with that 
Spirit which animated him to the conflict, he enters on the career of glorj 
which was presented to him, and his first victory is a Victory over himself; He 
tears himself from the delights of the land of Midian ; he quits the house of a 
father-in-law, by whom he was most tenderly beloved, to Encounter a host of 
Enemies and executioners. 

" He arrives in Egypt. He presents himself before Pharaoh : he entreats; 
he threatens ; he draws down upon the Egyptians plagues the most tremen- 
dous. He departs from that kiiikgdom, at the head of a people which had en- 
dured in it cruelties the most Unexampled. The tyrant pursues him, gains 
ground, pressies hard upon him. Behold him encompassed on every side, by 
a vast and invincible army, by k ridge of inaccessible mountains and by the 
waters of the Red SeiU He rebukes t^e roaring billows ; they instantly be- 
come obedient to the man whom the Deity has made, (if the expression 
be lawful) the depositary of his power. The waters ijoere a itaH unto them en 
their right hdnd and on their hft^ as the sacred historian expresses himself. 
Moses advances into the wilderness, and, by a continuation of miraculous in- 
terposition, he beholds those very waters which had divided, to favour the 
Sassage of Israel, closing again, and swalk>wing up Pharaoh, his court, and 
is host. 

*' Delivered, in appearance, from his most formidable enemies, he sooa 
finds he has to maintain a lasting conflict with foes still more formidable, the 
Very people whom he conducted. He discovers in these degenerate sons of 
tsraei every mean and grovelling sentiment iVhich a servile state has a tenden- 
<cy to inspire ; all the absurdity of weak and capricious minds ; ill the cow- 
ardice perfidy, and ingratitude of corrupted hearts. With such a race Moses 
found himself under the necessity of living in a waste and parched desert, 
knd of struggling there With jJl the horrors of hunger and thirst, and a total 
Want of every necessary. Exposed to all the insults of an enraged, ungovern- 
able multitude, he is at the same time constrained to act as their intercesser 
With an offended God. He feels himself called lipoU to maintain the interests 
6f the divine glory with a stifihecked and perverse nation : and to plead the 
cause of that very natidn with Deity, provoked to execute righteous judges 
ment on a ra<^ of men who were continually disposed to insult his authority, 
and to degrade his perfections, by associating him with the infamous idols of 
the Pagan world. 

" Moses had sometimes the felicity of averting the divine displeasure, and 
bf restraining the madness of the people. But tnore frequently he endured the 
hiortification of seeing the inefficacy of all his well-meant efforts. The vio- 
lence of the people bore down all opposition ; and ofiTended Heaven turned a 
deaf ear to the voic6 of his supplication. Divine justice vindicated its rights ; 
Israel felt its severest strokes, and twenty fowr thousand^ fall at one stroke. 

'* The most awful chastisements have proved equally ineffectual with the 
tenderest expostulations, to bring them back to a sense of their duty. And 
113 if Mosed had beeti responsible for the calamities which they had broujjrht 

• Hbtod. liv. 29. I Numb, jxv/ 9. 

Vol.v, Id 



Digitized by 



Google 



9U HlSTOiY OF MOSES. Le«T. Xlt. 

Upon tbemflelfest by their reiterated crimes, they talk of stoning biiA. Thej 
propose to appoint a commander to conduct them back to Egypt, from whence 
God had delivered them by a strong hand and a stretched-aut arm: they pre- 
fer an inglorious servitude to the miraculous protection /afforded them in the 
wilderness, and to all the prospects of the fair inheritance which God had 
promised to bestow upon them. 

'* In a state of such anxiety and distress, Moses passed forty complete 
years, and conducted, at length, the remains of this people to the borders of 
the promised land. Was ever life so singularly eventful 1 Was ever hero 
signalized by so many extraordinary exploits 7 

*' If we go into a more particular detail of his great actions, we meet with 
a bright display of every shining virtue. 

'* What magnanimity ! Witness the armies he so successfully commanded ; 
witness the crown and kingdom of Egypt despised, rejected, when put in 
competition with the obligations and prospects of religion. 

. ** What firmness ! Witness his undaunted addresses, and his animated re- 
plies to Pharaoh. Thus saith the Lord^ Let my pSople go, that they may 
serve me** We wiU go with our young and with our old, with our sons and 
with our daughters, with our fioclcs and with our herds wiU we go ; there shaB 
not be an hoof left behind Thou hast spoken well, I will see thy face again 
nd moreA 

** What fervour ! Witness these hands liAed up to heaven, while Israel vras 
fighting against Amalek. Witness these ardent prayers in behalf of the re- 
bellious Israelites : ' Lord, why doth thy wrath wax hot against thy people, 
which thou hast brought forth out of the land of Egypt, with great power, 
and with a mighty hand 1 Wherefore should the Egyptians speak and say. 
For, mischief did he bring them out, to slay them in the mountains, and to 
consume them from the face of the earth t Turn from thy fierce wrath, and 
repent of this evil against thy people. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and 
Israel thy servants, to whom thou swarest by thine own self, and saidst onto 
them I will multiply your seed as the stars of heaven, and all this land 
that I have spoken of, will I give unto your seed, and they shall inherit it 
forever.'t 

'' What chanty ! Witness these forcible expressions : Oh, this people have 
sinned a great sin, and have made them gods of gold. Yet now, if thou wilt, 
forgive t£nr sin : and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou 
hast written.^ 

" What gentleness ! Witness what is said of him. Numbers xii. 3. Now 
the man Moses was very meek, above aU the men which were upon the face of 
the earth. 

** What earnest desire to draw supplies of grace and truth immediately 
from their source ! Witness these ardent aspirations of soul after God : ff 
thy presence go not with me, carry us not up hence. I beseech thee, shew me 
ihyglory.W 

"What zeal for the glory of God ! Witness the tables of the law broken 
in pieces at the sight of a people who had rendered themselves nnworthy of 
receiving marks so tender of the love of God. Witness that rigorous order 
issued to the sons of Levi : « Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Put every 
man his sword by his side, and go in and out from gate to gate throughout the 
camp, and slay every man his brother, and every man his companion, and 
every man his neighbour.'^ Witness his answer to Joshua, when he express- 
ed an apprehension lest the prophetic gifts bestowed on Eldad and Medad 

• Exod. viii. I. t Exod. x. 9, 26, 29. t Exod. xxxii. 11— U. 
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Digitized by 



Google 



Lect. XII. MISTOKY OF MOBES. 88 

should eclipse the glory of his master : * Enviest thou for my sake, would 
God that all the Lord's people were prophets, and that the Lord would put his 
Spirit upon them !'• 

'* What perseverance ! Witness those exhortations ; and that sacred song, 
with which he concluded his ministrations and his life. 

'* But where was perfect virtue ever to he found 1 Moses too had his infir- 
mities. In a life so long, however, and so peculiarly circumstanced, who is 
chargeable with fiiults so slight and so few 1 His very errors seem to partake 
of the nature of virtue. The darker shades of his character become perce|>- 
tible from the cdntrast they form with a whole life so bright and luminous. 
That he should shrink back, at first, from the proposal of an embassy to the 
king of Egypt ; that he should neglect, for a season from certain domestic 
considerations, the circumcision of a child ; that he should be slow of belief 
respecting the disposition of a righteous God to extract water miraculously 
from the rock, to supply the wants of a murmuring generation ; that he should 
strike the rock a second time, rather from indignation against the rebels, than 
from distrust of God in whom compassions fiow — These undoubtedly ar« 
blemishes, nay, offences which God might punish with death, were he strict 
to mark iniquity ; but, when human infirmity is taken into the account, they 
are faults that excite pity rather than indignation. 

" Should any part of the eulogium we have pronounced on Moses seem ex- 
aggerated, we shall add, to all the honourable traits under which we have rep- 
resented him, one infinitely more glorious still, traced by the hand of God 
himself, who best knows how to appreciate merit and distribute praise, and 
which exalts our prophet far above all human panegyric : There arose not a 
prophet since in Israel Uke unto Moses j whom the Lord knew face to face : 
in an the signs and the wonders which the Lord sent him to do in the hmd of 
Egypty to Pharaoht and to all his servants^ and to all his land, and in aU 
that mighty hand^ and in all the great terror which Moses shewed in the sight 
of aa Israel:' 

This truly great man died in the year of the world two thousand five hnn- ' 
dred and fifiy-three ; and before the birth of Jesus Christ one thousand four 
hundred and fifly-one ; eight hundred and ninety*seven years after the flood ; 
and before the building of Solomon's temple four hundred and forty; in the 
fortieth year from the Exodus, or departure of Israel firom Egypt ; and of his 
own age the one hundred and twentieth. Before his death, he uttered a clear 
and distinct prediction of the Messiah, which, in *Mhe fulness of time," was 
exactly accomplished ; and he appeared in person on Mount Tabor to lay all 
his ffiory and honour at the feet of the Saviour of the world. We shall haver 
finished our plan, afler we have suggested a few reflections on this prediction 
of Moses, and on this his appearance, in company with Elias, to do homage 
to the Son of God,— «« the Author and Finisher of our faith." To Him ^ be 
gk)ry and dominion forever and ever. Amen." 
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liECTURE XIII. 

DEUTERONOMY XVIII. 16, 16, 17, IB.—ACTS HI. 2t. 

The Lord thv God will raise up uoto thte a prophet from the midst of thee, of thy breffiren, like ant<i 
roe : unto him ye shall hearken. According^ to all that thou desircdst of the Lord thy God ia Uoreb. 
in the day of the assembly, saying, Let me not hear again the voice of the Lord mv God, neither 
let me see this great fire any more that I die not. And the Lord said unto me, They have well 
ipoken that which they have spoken. I will raise them up a prophet from among their breibren, 
like unto thee, and will put my words in his nHHi'h, an<l he shall speak uiUo them aU that I shall 
command him. For Mose« truly said uoto the tatherw, A prophet sliail the Lord your God raise Dp 
unto you of your brethrea, like tiotp me, hiiu shall ye hear in all liiingi whatsoever he shall say 
umoyou. 

In the frame and course of nature, who does not perceire evident marks of 
wisdom in design, order in execution, energy in operation 1 AU is plan* sys- 
tem, harmony. Every thing bespeaks a Being provident, omnipotent, oare- 
mittingly attentive : whose works, indeed, infinitely exceed our comprehen- 
* sion ; but which by their beauty, simplicity and usefulness, fill the mind with 
wonder and delight, while their variety, lustre, magnificence and imuensitj 
astonish and overwhelm. The government of the world, it is equally evident, 
is the result of contrivance; it evinces a constant, superintending care. 
Event arises out of event, link runs into link. What to the first glance ap- 
peared an assemblage of scattered fragments, is found on a more careful and 
attentive inspection, to be a regular, beautiful, well proportioned fabric, a 
*' body fitly joined together, and compacted by that which every joint sup- 
plieth, according to the efiectual working in.the measure of every part" 

It must be pleasing to every serious mind to observe in the work of redemp- 
tion a similar uniformity of design, progress and execution. We find patri- 
archs, prophets, apostles remote from, unknown to one another, at different 
ages, in different regions, declaring the same purpose, promoting the sanqe 
plan, aiming at the same end. This affords a presumption, at least, that he 
who made, upholds and governs the universe, is likewise the Author of salva* 
tion ; in all whose works and ways a noble and important end is obviously 
kept in view ; and that end pursued and attained by means the wisest and the 
best. The Mosaic and Christian are not separate, unconnected, independeot 
dispensations, but corresponding and harmonious members of the same great 
building of God. Nature and grace have one source, one date ; they proceed 
in a parallel direction, they are hastening to one common consummation. Or 
to speak more properly, the system of external nature and the scheme of re- 
demption are the well-adjusted, the harmonized parts of the one great plan of 
eternal Providence, which contains the whole purpose of the glorious CasA-f 
TOR concerning man — his first forQ;iation, his present it^te and character, uA 
llis final destiuationr 
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Turn up the inspired volume at whatever page you will, and you have a. 
person, or an event, or a service, or a prediction unfolding, in one form or 
another, the merciful " purpose of Him who worketh all things after the coun- 
sel of his own will, that we should be to the praise of his glory." Transport 
yourself in thought to whatever period of the world you will, and you still 
fiod the gospel preached ; whether in the sacrifice of righteous Abel, the 
iranslation of Enoch, the ark of Noah, the promise made to Abraham, the 
predictions of dying Jacob ; from the seat of Moses, the throne of David, 
the dungeon of Jeremiah. They all speak an uniform language, all give wit- 
ness to the same person, all disclose their own peculiar portion of' the gospel 
treasure, for the illumination of an ignorant, the reformation of a corrupted, 
the salvation of a perishing world. 

The writings of Muses exhibit a singular display of this grand combined 
plan. lie traces nature up to her birth, and instructs us ** how the heavens 
and earth rose out of chaos." He conducts us through the mazes of the 
moral government of the Great Supreme, and there too unfolds wild uproar 
reduced to order, and " the wrath of man working the righteousness of God." 
He draws aside the curtains of the night, and '* the daytipring from on high" 
dawns on fallen humanity. He attends us through the morning of that bright 
day, and, constrained at length to retire, leaves behind him the assurance, 
that ** the fulness of the time" would come, that '^ the morning light" would 
advance with growing splendour unto *' the perfect day." He presents to 
our astonished eyes the vast, the complicated, the beautiful machine ; wheel 
within wheel put in motion, preserving from age to age its steady majestic 
tenor, with native, unwearied, undiminished, force ; referring us still to its 
divine Author, who made and upholds all " by the word of his power," and 
for whose " pleasure they are and were created." 

Moses not only in what he wrote, but in what he was and acted, illustrious- 
ly displayed the grace of God in the redemption of the world. Not only did 
he torite and testify concerning the great Deliverer, but his person, his cha-' 
^acter, his offices, were a prefiguration of *' Him who was to come," and to 
whom ** all the prophets give witness." 

The prediction which has been read, and the pointed application made of 
it by the apostleS' to their divine Maister, constitute the proof of what we have 
just advanced. Moses, under the direction of the spirit of prophecy, raises 
the expectation of mankind to the appearance of a prophet, like, indeed, but 
far superiour to himself; and the apostles point with the finger to Jesus o( 
Nazareth, saying, *' We have found him of whom Moses, in the law, and the 
prophets did write." 

A limited creature, of threescore years and ten, is lost in the contemplation 
of a period of fifleen hundred and eleven years, for such was the distance of 
this prophecy from its accomplishment. The shortlived creature loses sight 
pf it, feels his interest in it but small, is at little pains to transmit the knowl- 
edge of it to those who shall come after him ; the next generation it is neg- 
lected, overlooked, forgotten ; or, if observed and recollected, is misunder- 
stood, misapplied. But during every instant of the extended period, the eter- 
nal eye has been watching over it ; in solemn silence attending its progress, 
triumphing over both neglect and opposition ; and a slumbering world is rous- 
ed at length to see and to acknowledge the truth and faithfulness, the power, 
wisdom and grace of the Most High. 

The day of Moses then, in the eye of God, runs down to that of Christ ; 
as his, in return, ascends to the earliest of the promises and predictions, illu- 
minating, quickening, confirming, fulfilling all that is written. Placed at 
>vhatever point of the system of nature, whether on our own planet or on any 
0ther, to the north, or to the south, fn summer or winter, the eye is still at- 
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tracted to the common centre of all, the great *' Light of the world.** In like 
manner, at whatever distance we are placed, and in whatever direction we 
. contemplate the system which, redeeming love has framed, from under the 
shade. of the tree of life in Eden, from the summit of Ararat, Moriah, or Pis- 
gah, in the plain of Mamre, or from a pinnacle of the temple ; with Abraham, 
viewing the Saviour and his day afar off, or with Simeon embracing him, the 
same '* Sun of righteousness'* sheds his glory around us ; we see the light, 
we feel the influence of him who quickeneth and enlighteneth every man that 
cometb into the world. 

As we find Moses plainly and unequivocally referring men to Christ, so the 
Saviour as explicitly refers to Moses for a testimony concerning himself; 
thereby plainly insinuatyig, that if the Jewiah prophet deserved any credit, 
poasesaed any respectability, this credit, this respectability were ministering 
servants to the dignity of his own person, the sacredness of his character, the 
divinity of his mission. And this is accompanied with a severe denunciation 
of judgement against such as admitted the authority of Moses, but rejected 
that of Christ; to introduce, recommend and confirm which was the end for 
which Moses was raised up. '' Do not think I will accuse you to the Father : 
there is one that accuseth yon, even Moses, in whom ye trust. For had ye 
believed Mosto, ye would have believed me ; for he wrote of me. But if ye 
believe not his writing^s, how shall ye believe my words V* 

This reciprocal testimony, therefore, of the founders of the ancient and 
new economy, throws light on both, and communicates mutual credibility and 
importance. Meses satisfies himself with simply delivering the prediction 
which he had in charge ; he forms no plan, enters into no arrangement to 
bring it into eflfect, bat leaves to Providence the care of leading forward to 
the accomplishment, in the proper time and method. Christ simply points to 
what was written, and was generally known, received and respected as a rev- 
elation from heaven, and requires to be believed and obeyed no farther than 
he bore the characters under which Moses had announced him ; particularly 
that of *' the great Prophet which should come into the world.** 

— The proper character of a prophet is to communicate the special will of 
Heaven to men. God, indeed, writes his will on the mind of every man* as 
be comes itito the world ; interweaves it with the very constitution and frame 
of his being, so that, in truth, every man is a law, is a prophet to himself. 
But the characters are quickly erased, effaced; education, example, supersti- 
tion, vicious propensities, obliterate the writing of Gfod ; habit and the com- 
merce of the world harden the heart, and lull the conscience asleep, and *^ the 
hearts of men are set in them to do evil.*' Hence the necessity of a prophet, 
of a messenger, of a minister from heaven, to republish the original law, to 
restore the c^literated characters, to call men back to God, from whom they 
have revolted. 

And such an one was Moses ; raised up of God at a period of singular 
darkness and depravity, divinely commissioned to promulgate the royal law. 
Not to settle a different, a novel constitution, not to new-model human nature, 
but to revive and enforce the primitive constitution, to proclaim in the ear what 
nature whispered from the beginning, to hang up the conspicuous tablet before 
the eye, whose contents are the exact counterpart of what the finger of God« 
in the very formation of man, engraved on *' the living tables of the heart.*' 
And when Christ came, the Prophet after his similitude, was it not in like 
manner to rebuild what was broken down, not to rear a totally different edi- 
fice ? to magnify the law and make it honourable, to clear it from misinter- 
pretation and perversion, to restore it to its native purity and simplicity, and 
to extract the spirit out of the letter ? " Think not,** says he, •* that I am 
come to destroy the law or the prophets : I am not com^ to destroy but te 



Digitized by 



Google 



LecT. XIII. HISTORY OP MOSES. 87 

fulfil. For Terily I say unto jou, Till heaven and earth pasiB, one jot or one 
tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled."* This confirm^ 
the observation we have been all along endeavouring to inculcate respecting 
the uniformity and perseverance of the divine procedure. Men start from 
purpose to purpose, from pursuit to pursuit ; they lose sight, they tire of their 
object ; they waste their strength, they are discouraged by opposition, they 
began to build before they counted the cost. But '* known to God are all his 
works from the beginning.'* He forms his plan, and undeviatingly pursues it. 
" I am the Lord, I change not." He lays his foundation, and it standeth 
sure, and the building rises ; " he willeth, and none can let it." *' Qod made 
roan upright ;" and to maintain or restore that uprightness is his great aim 
and end,' under every dispensation of his providence, under the law and the 
gospel, by Moses and by Christ. 

— A prophet must have the necessary qualifications for his office, must be 
instructed in the mind of God, be filled with zeal for his glory^ be animated 
with ardent love to mankind, be fortified against the assaults and opposition 
of ignorance, and prejudice, and envy. And such an one- was Moses, ^* whom 
the Lord knew face to face," with whom he conversed as a man with his 
friend ; his zeal was inextinguishable ; for the good of Israel he was ready to 
make the sacrifice of self ; his meekness was unruffled, his patience not to be 
fubdued, his perseverence. indefatigable, his resolution undaunted. How 
much more eminently conspicuous were these characters of a prophet, in ther 
great *' Author and Finisher of the christian faith t" The only begotten Son 
who is '* in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him ;" ^* the zeal t>f 
thine house hath eaten me up." '^ I came not to do mine own will, but the 
will of him that sent me." '* The cup which my Father giveth me, shall I 
not drink it 1" *' This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well prea8ed."f 

Moses conversed forty days with God in the mount ; but thus saith uncrea- 
ted Wisdom, '' The Lord possessed me in the beginninff of his way, before 
his works of old, I was set up from everlasting, firom the beginning or erer the 
earth was ;" ^' before Abraham was, I am." ** In the l^ginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was 
in the beginning with God. All things were made by him ; and without him 
was not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the 
light of men."t 

The spirit of Moses was sometimes stirred within him ; he dashed the ta- 
bles of the law to the ground, '* he spake unadvisedly with, his lips ;" he in- 
curred the displeasure of his heavenly Father, he drew down a sentence of 
just condemnation upon his head ; but the spirit of the christian Leader was 
in tio one instance discomposed. '* He did no sin, neither was guile found 
in his lips." He suffered indeed and died, but it was without a crime, ** the 
just for the unjust, that be might bring us unto God." Moses expressed a 
willingness to be blotted out of God's book, to be deprived of his personal 
right as a son of Israel, provided Israel might receive the remission of sin, 
have their rights preserved, and the covenant of promise be confirmed. But 
Christ became *« a curse for us," was " hanged on a tree," was " cut off from 
the land of the living," became '' a propitiation for sin," *' bare our sins in his 
own body on the tree," *' became sin for us, though he knew no sin, that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in him." 

— A prophet must exhibit the signs of his mission. Men will not believe 
him on his own report, will suspect him of attention to his own fame, or in- 
terest, or authority. To prove therefore that he came from God, that he roeakc 
in his name, that he ii vested with his authority, b^ must do the works of God 
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And thus was Moses commissioned and permitted to prore his missioa. Bj 
sign upon sign he demonstrated that the Lord had appeared unto him, and 
spake by him ; earth, and water, and air bore their united testimony to his 
divine legation ; and the most enlightened nation of the globe was made to 
feel his ascendant by arguments addressed at once to the senses and the on- 
derstandiug. Is it needful to say that the great Prophet, " Apostle and High 
Priest of our profession,'* by similar means, by more irresistible efidence, 
evinced that he was "a teacher sent from Qod ?" I shall say nothing re- 
specting the greater number, variety and notoriety of Christ's miracles ; though 
every one of these circumstances furnishes ample matter of discussion ; I 
satisfy myself at present with mentioning two particulars which strikingly es- 
tablish Christ's prophetic character, and give it a clear and decided superiority 
to that of Moses. The latter acted by a delegated authority according to a 
prescribed form ; he assumed nothing to himself, but was checked, reproved, 
condemned, the moment he presumed to arrogate independence, to speak or 
act for himself. But Jesus Christ wrought miracles in his own name, by his 
own power, as the Lord of nature, as possessed of independent sovereignty. 
Again, the signs which Moses exhibited were of a mixed nslture, they declared 
both the mercy and judgement of God, they poured down hail, and tempest, 
and pestilence on Egypt, as well as dropped manna on the tents of Israel ; 
whereas the signs which Jesus, adduced in support of his mission were all 
miracles of mercy ; the powers of hell aloneTeJt the rod of his anger ; and 
the miracles by which he confirmed his doctrine, breathed its meekness, and 
gentleness,'and charity. 

**Of the things which have been spoken this is the sum : we have such an 
High Priest, who is set on the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the 
heavens. A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle which the 
Lord pitched, and not. man."* '* Holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly 
calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus ; 
who was iaithful to him that appointed him, as also Moses was faithful in all 
his house. For this man was counted worthy of more glory than Moses, in- 
asmuch as he who hath builded the house hath more honour than the house. 
For every house is builded by som'e man : but he that built all things is God. 
And Moses verily was faithful in all bis house as a servant, for a testimony of 
those things which were to be spoken afler ; but Christ as a son over his owc^ 
house : whose house are we, if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing 
of the hope firm unto the end."f " We ought to give the more earnest heed 
to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip. 
For if the word spoken by angels was steadfast, and every transgression and 
disobedience received a just recompense of reward ; how shall we escape if 
we neglect so great salvation, which at first began to be spoken by the Lord, 
and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him ; God also bearing them 
witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of 
the Holy Ghost, according to his own will V^X *^ ^^ ^^^^ despised Moses' law, 
died without mercy, under two or three witnesses : of how much sorer pun- 
ishment, suppose ye. shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot 
the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he 
was sactified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of 
grace ?"§ 

Having now, in the course of these exercises, through a series of years, 
endeavoured to trace the history of mankind, in a series of characters, from 
Adam to Moses, copied from the original portraits which the pencil of inspira- 
tion has itself vouchsafed to delineate ; the whole in general, and every one 

•Hcb.vm.1,2. tHeb.iii. 1^. tHcb.il. 1-4. ^ Hcb. i. 28, 29. 
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in particolari referring themselves to one great Original* from whom their 
meanings use and importance are derived, — ^I hasten to conclude my plan, by 
turning over to the gospel history, which exhibits that same Moses, whom we 
■aw expire on Mount Nebo, and " buried in a valley in the land of Moab, over 
against Beth-peor ;" whose dying benediction yet trembles on our ear, and 
whose funeral elegy we attempted to sing, alive again on Mount Tabor, and 
giving personal testimony and homage to him whom he prefigured and fore- 
told. The history of Moses is not properly ended till then ; and in vanishing 
from our sight on the mount of transfiguration, he becomes a glorious har- 
binger of the '* life and immortality which are brought to light by the gospel/' 
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And it cam* to past aboot an eight days after these sayiags, he took Peter, and John, and James, 
and went up into a nHNintain to pray. And as he prayed, the fashion of his countenance was alter* 
ed, and his raiment was white and glistering. And behold, there talked with him two men, which 

' were Moses and Elias. who appeared in glory, and spake of his decease, which he sboold accom- 
plish at Jerusalem. But Peter, and they that were with him, were heavy with sleep : and wbea 
they were awake, they saw his glor^, and the two men that stood with him. And it came to pass, 
as they departed from him, Peter said unto Jesus, Master, it is good for us to be here ; and let as 
make three tabernacles, one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias : not knowing what be 
said. While he thus spake, there came a cloud, and overshadowed them : and they feared as they 
entered into the doud. And there came a voice out of the cloud, saying, This is ny boloviad Son, 
hear him. 

In the narrowness of their conceptions and the presnmptuousneas of tbeir 
pride, men are apt to consider themselves as the only, or, at least, the chief 
inhabitants of the creation of God. A false patriotism, or rather a spirit of 
insolence and selfishness has gone farther, has ascribed the consequence of a 
whole aniverse to some insignificant little region or district of this little globe, 
and has represented the men who breathe on such a spot, and converse in 
such a language, as the only persons who are worthy of consideration. We 
reflect not, what a speck our own country is, compared with the whole earth ; 
what a point the earth is, compared to the vast solar system ; and how the so- 
lar system itself is lost in the contemplation of infinite space. We reflect 
not on the myriads of '* just men made perfect," from the death of*' rigbteons 
Abel," down to the expiring saint, whose disengaged spirit is just now on the 
wing to the bosom of his God ; of those who, lost to us, yet live to their Cre- 
ator. We reflect not on the myriads of, probably, more glorious beings, who 
people the greater and more glorious worlds which surround ours. We reflect 
not on the myriads of pure spirits who never left their first estate, that innu- 
merable company of angels who " excel in strength," *' the least of whom 
could wield these elements." 

Sound reason and ** the wisdom which is from above" correct our narrow- 
ness of thought and pride of heart ; and teach us to say, in the words which 
our immortal bard puts in the mouth of Adam, first of men, addressed ts 
his fair consort — 



" Nor think, tho' men were none. 

That heaven would want spectators, God want praise. 
Millions of spiritual creatures walk the earth. 
Unseen, both when we wake and when we sleep ; 
All these with ceaseless praise his works behok). 
Both day and night.'' 
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If our ears were not dall and limited as our spirits — 



" How often, from the steep 

Of echoing^ hill or thicket sboald wc hear, 
Celefltial voices to the niidaig^ht atr. 
Sole, or respoiutive each to other's note, 
SiDi^Dg their great Creator ? Oft m bands, 
While they keep watch, ornigbtly roundine walk; 
With heavenly touch of instrumental soudos, 
In full harmonic number Join'd, their soncp 
Divide the night, and lift our thoughts to heaven." 

"We foolishly imagine the world of spirits to be at a ?ast distance, whereas 
in truth we are upon its very confines. We consider its inhabitants as entire 
strangers to us, whereas they are constantly about our path and our bed, at- 
tending our going out and coming in, our lying down and rising up. If our 
eyes were not held, we should even now behold them joining in and assisting 
oar praises, rejoicing together, when, by the ministry of the word of divine 
grace, sinners are converted, and saints edified. Little did the three disci- 
ples think, when they ascended Mount Tabor, that they were so near to an 
interview with Moses and Elias. Moses, and Elias, and Christ are not far 
from us ; it is our folly and infirmity to think ourselves far from them. 

When we look back to the latter end of Moses, the man of God, we attend 
him up to Mount Nebo, and behold him taking from Pisgah a last look and a 
last farewell of the glory of this world. We see his eyes closing in peace, 
and breathe a sigh over his tomb, and bid him a long farewell, and think we 
have lost him forever. But it is not an everlasting adieu. On Tabor we 
have found him again, after a lapse of fifteen centuries ; we find not only his 
name, his memory, his writings, his predictions, his spirit, alive and in force, 
but his very person, still employed in ministering to the salvation of the Isra- 
el of God ; and hence we look forwards to the lapse of a few years more, at 
the expiration of which we hope to meet him indeed, not armed with that 
fiery law which condemns and consumes, but a minister and a fellow-partaker 
of that grace which redeems and saves. 

We cannot consider ourselves therefore as having yet concluded the history 
of Moses, while that memorable event of it, which is the subject of this even- 
ing's reading, remains unconsidered ; and, as the evangelic page has exhibited 
him to us alive from the dead, let us devoutly attend to the reason and end of 
this glorious apparition. It naturally suggests to us the following refiectidns : 

I. That Jehovah is, with undeviating, undiverted, undivided attention, 
carrying on the great plan of his providence, to full maturity, by every order 
of beings, in every possible state : by those who cheerfully enter into his 
views, and joyfully submit to his will ; and by those who carelessly neglect or 
proudly oppose it. We have seen him serving himself of this Moses in the 
court of Pharaoh, in the pastures of Midian, in the wilderness of Sinai ; as a 
prophet, as a legislator, as an historian. And, to fit him for a new field of 
action, behold him shining in a new and glorious form. The grave seems to 
have surrendered up its trust, heaven has yielded up one of its inhabitants, 
and Moses is now admitted into a land from which he was once shut out. In 
this world we have still to deplore faculties wasting, impairing, extinguished ; 
usefulness interrupted, cut off in the midst, by the stroke of death, the earth 
impoverished by the premature departure of wisdom and worth. The history 
of mankind exhibits projects blasted, schemes abortive, instruments feeble 
and inadequate, concussions violent, revolutions sudden and unexpected ; but 
far different the view which the scriptures represent of the kingdom of God. 
In it, one generation passeth not away that another may succeed, but there is 
an eternal accumulation of citizens, eternally increasing in wisdom, goodness 
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and felicitj ; faculties ever improving, projects advancing in (all certaintj of 
success, means fitted to their end, uid the one great scheme of the Eternal 
Mind proceeding in steady, uniform majesty, to its final consummation. Pleaa- 
ing, awful thought ! " The counsel of the Lord standeth forever, the thoughts 
of bis heart to all generations."* 

II. We observe, from this history, The benevolent interest which celestial 
beings take in the affairs of men. They are no unconcerned spccUtors of 
what passes here below. They who have been raised from earth to heaven, 
have not lost all recollection of the world they have left, nor dropt all concern 
about their brethren in the flesh. Moses and Elias with joy revisit an inferiour 
region, if thereby they can be instrumental in promoting the work of redemp- 
tion ; and exchange, for a season, the society of angels, and the delights of 
the paradise of God, for the company of simple fishermen, and a barren 
mountain's top, that we might have strong consolation in contemplating " the 
puiTerings of Christ," and the glory that preceded and followed. O what an 
exalted, what a generous spirit does true religion breathe and inspire 1 It 
makes angels *' ministering spirits to them who are the heirs of salvation ;** it 
brings departed saints back to earth again ; it converts Tabor into Heaven, 
and determines the choice of an apostle, when in a strait betwixt two, and to 
prefer abiding in the flesh, because more needful to his fellow-creatures, to 
the selfish joy, though far better, of departing and being with ChrisL But 
Moses, and Elias, and Paul were themselves men, bone of our bone, and flesh 
of our flesh, were instructed by sympathy to commiserate, and prompted by 
afiection to relieve, human wretchedness. Behold an infinitely greater mira- 
cle of generous, disinterested love ; " God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever belicveth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life."t Jesus, " loved us, and washed us from our sins in his 
own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father, to 
him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen."J ** Verily be took 
not on him the nature of angels ; but he took on him the seed of Abraharo."§ 
"As children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took 
part of the same ; that through death, he might destroy him that had the pow- 
er of death, that is, the devil ; and deliver tl^im who through fear of death, 
were all their lifetime subject to bondage.'*|| 

III. The history before us suggests, The sweet harmony, the perfect intel- 
ligence which subsist between glorified spirits. Moses and Elias, as they co- 
operated in the same design, though at difierent periods upon earth, much 
more concur in sentiment, in exertion, now they see more clearly and compre- 
hend more fully the intentions of a wise and gracious Providence. Through 
ignorance, through pride, through jealousy, through malice, imperfect men on 
earth will differ, will hate and oppose each other ; but in celestial bosoms the 
dark, malignant, unsocial passions find no place : in them there ever prevails 
unity of intelligence, unity of design, unity in operation, unity of affection. 
Prompted by the same motive, aiming at the same end, Gabriel, a multitude 
of the heavenly host, Moses and Elias — angels single, and in bands, announce 
to the world the advent of the Saviour, celebrate his birth, witness his trans- 
figuration, relieve his agony, record his death, declare his resurrection from 
the dead, grace his ascent to heaven, proclaim his second coming. And O 
what must be that harmony and joy ! the harmony and joy of heaven, where 
angels and archangels, the cherubim and the seraphim, patriarchs, prophets, and 
apostles, and the whole multitude of the redeemed, animated by one spirit, 
adore the same object, rejoice in the same grace wherein they stand, and join 
in ths same triumphant song ! 

•* f sal xxxiii, 11. t John iii. 16. ♦ Rev. i. 5, C. 4 Hcb, ii. 10. H Heb U. 14, l^ 
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Connect with this, the idea of the quick and perfect intelligence which 
•ubsists between the children of this kingdom. The happiness of heaven is 
a social, not a solitary joy. But how can the poverty of our imagination, the 
coldness of our affections, conceive the intimacy of intercourse, the prompt- 
ness of communication, the sympathy of feeling, in pure spirits wholly dispos- 
ed to love, and free from all desire or design to disguise, to deceive, to 
conceal ! 

" Where friendship full exerts her softest powfr, 

Perfect esteem eiilivenM hy desire 

laeffable, and sympathy of sou), 

'J'houffht meeting: thought, and will preventiog will, 

Wilhiwuttdless confidence."— Thomson. 

With what promptitude and intelligence celestial beings' converse, say, ye 
gentle spirits, who know what it is to soothe and relieve the lazy, lingering 
hours of absence by the friendly aid of letters ; ye, whom the murmur of a 
sigh, or the tone of a single word can instantly instruct ; ye, whose hearts the 
pressure of a finger can awake to rapture ; ye, whose kindred, congenial souls 
the slightest glance of the impassioned eye, can, in a moment, quick as the 
lightning's flash, penetrate, kindle, inform, assimilate ; — 

"—Ye whom the sudden tear 

Surprises often when you look around, 

And nothing strikes your eye but sigbu of bliss." Thomso!^. 

But the purest human affection is ever dashed with'doubt, with apprehen- 
sion, with suspicion ; its communications are liable to be retarded by dulness, 
prevented by accident, or checked and blasted by a malignant eye, and there- 
fore can at best convey but an imperfect idea of that '^ perfect love which 
casteth out fear," of that divine sympathy which speeds the holy intercourse 
from soul to soul, of that mutual understanding which needs not the medium 
of sense to convey it. — 

Though we cannot conceive, much less describe, in what manner angels 
and saints in bliss converse one with another, yet from the text we know, 
what is the one^ greats darling theme of their conversation. Moses and Elias 
descend from their heavenly thrones, from before the fountain of light and 
life, appear in glory, revisit the earth, associate with men, to do homage at 
the feet of Jesus, and to '* speak of his decease which he should accomplish 
at Jerusalem." This leads to a 

IVth, and the most important remark on this passage of our Saviour's his- 
tory, in connexion with that of Moses, namely. That under every dispensation, 
before the giving of the law, and under its reign, when it was restored, and 
after it is abolished ; to righteous men on earth, to just men made perfect, 
to the angels of Gk>d ; in the eye of God himself, — there is one object of pe- 
culiar magnitude and importance, which is before all, above all, runs through 
all, and in which all shall finally terminate. It is surely not without a mean- 
ing, that the promises, the predictions, from first to last, point out a Saviour 
that should suffer and die ; that all the types, services, sacrifices of the law 
should represent a salvation that was to be wrought out, to be purchased with 
blood ; that the whole doctrine of the gospel should be compressed into one 
point, the doctrine of the Cross ; that the tlirone of God eternal in the heav- 
ens should exhibit at its right hand, and in the midst of it, '* a Lamb as it had 
been slain ;" that the song of the redeemed should celebrate Him who loved 
the sons of men, and " washed them from their sins in his blood !" .O the 
infatuation of a careless, unbelieving world ! That subject which the ransom- 
ad of the Lord dwell upon with ever new and increasing delight ; that great 
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^* mysterj of godlbess," which " angels desire to look into ;" that object 
which the great God has marked with special precision as his own ; the won- 
der of Heaven, the joy of the earth, the theme of eternity, was '* to the Jewt 
a stumblingblock, and to the Greeks foolishness ;" is to a faithless and per* 
verse generation a thing of nought, the song of the drunkard, the jest of fools ! 
If that blood has fallen and lies with such oppressive weight, both as a tern* 
poral and a spiritual curse on those who rashly imprecated it on themselves 
and their children, and then impiously and remorselessly shed it ; " of how 
much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hatli 
trodden under foot the Son of God and hath counted the blood of the cove- 
nant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite 
unto the Spirit of grace ?"* May that blood be upon us, and upon our chil- 
dren, to cleanse, not to condemn, to exalt, not to overwhelm us, and be it our 
determinate resolution, through the grace that is in Christ, to know nothing 
in comparison of Christ Jesus, and him crucified, ** and to glory in nothing 
but his cross," 

V. Observe, The superiority ascribed, by a voice from the most excellent 
glory, to Christ the Lord, swallowing up and eclipsing all created excellency 
and perfection. *^ This is my beloved Son, hear him,"t proclaims the voice, 
and instantly Moses and Elias disappear, that Jesus may be all in alL They 
have brought their glory and honour and laid it at his feet ; they have pointed 
out to mankind in whose light they shine, in what consists their chief eminence 
and distinction. They in effect say the same thinff with John Baptist ; *' He 
that cometli afler me is preferred before me, whose shoes latchet I am not 
worthy to unloose.'^^ ** Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin 
of the world. *'§ - They forbid us to look toward them, or to trust in them for 
salvation. Having given this testimony to their Lord and ours, they retire to 
that world of bliss into which they found admission through that bh>od which 
cloanseth from all sin, through that decease which Christ was ready ** to ac- 
complish at Jerusalem." Let us joyfully bend the knee to Him, who, ^' for 
the suffering of death, is crowned with glory and honour, and has obtained a 
name that is above every name;" whom Moses and Elias acknowledge as 
their greater ; whom all the angels of God are commanded to worslup, as 
*• the image of the invisible God, the first-born of every creature," " by whom 
were created alt things that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and 
invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities or powers ; 
all things were created by him, and for him."|| 

Finally, the passage exhibits to our wondering eyes a glimpse of that glory 
which all the faithful shall finally attain ; in the person of one who had never 
tasted death ; whose body, by a miracle of AUnighty power, was fitted for 
heaven and immortality without seeing corruption in the grave ; and of one, 
who, as we must, died and was buried, and by a similar miracle, was either 
ransomed fi'om the power of the grave, or whose glorified spirit was fitted with 
a temporary vehicle of transparent fiesh for the present grand occasion ; but 
above all, in the person of the greatest of the three, who was pleased to clothe 
humanity, which had not yet, but soon was to suffer death, with a transitory 
glory, the forerunner of that which should quickly follow, and do away all the 
ignominy of the tomb, and become the sure pledge of that glory with which 
he shall invest all them that believe, after '* the fashion of his own glorious 
body." While we contemplate Mount Tabor, the immortal spirit looks through 
the frail tottering fabric of fiesh and blood, in which it is inclosed ; and while, 
from its present connexion, it surveys with concern the inroads of disease, the 
wastes of time, the approaches of dissolution ; from the visions of God, from 
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tbe power of free sovereign grace, from the present attainments of the faith- 
fal, t>ehoId8 with rapture the splendour of that fehicle in which it shall as- 
cend ** to meet the Lord in the air," when *' mortality shall be swallowed up 
of life," when it shall be united to a body insusceptible of pain, undepressed 
by its own gravity, unfettered by the laws of dull matter, uncondemned to 
mortality. Glorious and blessed day, when the meanest of the saints shall re- 
semble Moses, not in that green and lively old age which experienced not 
dimness of eyes, nor abatement of natural vigour, but in that renovated youth, 
that unfading beauty, that impassive strength, that immortal lustre, wherein 
on the mount of the Lord he was seen ; and shall resemble Elias, not by 
mounting with the help of a chariot of fire and horses of fire into heaven, but 
with native force, immediately derived from the great Source of life and mo- 
tion, shall spontaneously ascend up to his native seat ; shall resemble Christ, 
his divine head, not in that sinless infirmity to which he voluntarily submitted 
in the days of his flesh, but in that glory which he had with the Father before 
the world was, and which for a moment burst forth on the mount of transfig- 
uration, when ^' his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as 
the light." Glorious and blessed gospel ! which first taught tbe resurrection 
from the dead, which has '* abolished death, and brought life and immortality 
to light ;" whose " exceeding great and precious promises" make men *' par- 
takers of a divine nature ;" whose hallowed page represents saints and angelft 
quitting their heavenly abode to minister to the necessities of wretched mor- 
tals ; and wretched mortals rising to the everlasting possession of heavenly 
thrones. " O death, where is thy sting ? O grave, where is thy victory 1" 
** Thanks be to God, who giveth us the victory, through our L(Nrd Jesus 
Christ."* 

But now the curtain is dropt, Moses and Elias have resumed their places 
in heaven, and the glory of Tabor is no more. Yet, though unseen, they 
cease not to instruct us. Though withdrawn, they are in the midst of us 
still ; the distinction of past and future they feel no longer, and separation by 
space cannot keep celestial beings asunder. Providence brought together 
into one place the giver and restorer of the law ; and the first harbingers of 
the gosp^ blending earth and heaven together in homage to the Son of God. 
And all distance between them too is now forever done away. Remote as we 
are, we behold them together in a state of glorious perfection, but permitted 
to converse with us no more. But He is with us still, their Lord and ours ; 
his voice we can still hear, afler they are silenced, and Him we ^re command- 
ed to hear. " Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, and to-day, and forever :" 
" To Him all the prophets give witness," and he is ** the end of the law for 
righteousness to every one that believeth." • 

And thus have we finished our proposed delineation of the lives of the pa- 
triarchs, from Adam, the father of the human race, down to Moses, the great 
legislator and prophet of the Hebrew nation ; with the intermediate illustrious 
personages, whom the Spirit of God has preserved firom oblivion, for our in- 
formation and use ; whom Providence raised up in the earlier ages of the 
world, to occupy distinguished stations, and to accomplish important designs \ 
who, by their respective characters, offices and declarations, predicted or pre- 
figured the Messiah ; who edified the world, while they lived, by their doctrine 
and example ; and who, being dead, continue living monitors and instructers 
of mankind. 

While we contemplate the progress of these venerable figures along tbe 
plain of existence, we feel ourselves in motion, we are hurrying down the 
stream, we begin to mingle with the assembly of the departed, we leave our 
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place among meD empty. Of those who entered with os on this career of 
meditation, *' some are not ;" their course is finished, they have fulfilled their 
day, they are gone to join the men who lived beyond the flood. The cold 
hand of death has frozen up some of the streams of friendship ; the congelar 
tion is gaining upon our own ? ital powers, and marking us for the tomb, where 
the endearments of sociIlI affection, and the meltings of sympathy, and the 
glow of love, are felt no more. But ** we sorrow not" over departed worth 
*' as those who have no hope." God, and angels, and '* the spirits of just men 
made perfect," have gained what the world has lost : they move in a higher 
sphere ; they perceive with purer intelligence, act with superiour energy, en- 
joy with more exalted capacity ; they die no more, they are as the angels of 
God in heaven : and Providence charges itself with the care of the forsaken, 
the helpless and the forlorn whom they have left behind. And we look for-* 
ward together to that day, when we shall join Moses and Elias, Peter and 
James, and John, and all who have died before us, or shall die after us in the 
Lord, not in the glory of Tabor, which was to pass away, but of Mount Zion 
which is above, and which endureth to endless ages — when we shall come to- 
gether ** unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an 
innumerable company of angels, to the general assembly and church of the 
first-born which are written in heaven, and to God, the Judge of all, and to 
the spirits of just men made perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of the new 
covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that 
of Abel,"* and dwell in a tabernacle not erected by the hands of man, the 
habitation of an hour, but in " a building of God, an house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens." 

Be ye therefore ^* followers of them who through fiiith and patience inherk 
the promises." Purchase for yourselves a deathless name among the *^ ran- 
somed of the Lord." Consider yourselves as encompassed, observed, tender- 
ly regarded by those to whom you were dear while they tabernacled among 
men, and who now love you with the ardour of immortals. Add to the con- 
solation which they enjoy, that of marking your progress in wisdom, your 
growth in grace. Cultivate acquaintance with the language you are to speak, 
the spirit you are to breathe, the manners with which you are to conform, the 
persons with whom you are to converse, eternally. " Seeing we also are com- 
passed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, 
and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the 
race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our 
faith ; who, for the joy that was set before him, endured the cross, despising 
the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God."f '* Be- 
hold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should 
be called the sons of God." " Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it 
doth not yet appear what we shall be : but we know that, when he shall ap- 
pear, we shall be like him ; for we shall see him as he is. And every mas 
that hath this hope in him, purifieth himself^ even as he is pure."| 
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